THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TWELFTH SUNDAY OF LUKE

Icon of the Holy Fathers Athanasius and Cyril — January 18th




January 15,2012
31T SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OUR VENERABLE FATHERS PAUL OF THEBES AND JOHN THE HUT-DWELLER
Tone 6

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 16 - JANUARY 22

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 — OUR VENERABLE AND GOD-BEARING FATHER ANTHONY THE GREAT

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy = Caryl Haverluk (1st Anniversary); Req: Bill Haverluk
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 — Our HoLy FATHERS ATHANASIUS AND CYRIL, ARCHBISHOPS OF ALEXANDRIA

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy = Sr. Marie Arendes (40th day)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 — Our VENERABLE FATHER Maximus THE CONFESSOR; THE HoLy MARTYR NEOPHYTUS;

THE HoLy MARTYRS EUGENE, CANDIDUS, VALERIAN AND AQUILA
6:00 PM - Great Vespers

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 — 32nND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; SUNDAY OF ZAcCHAEUS; THE HoLy AposTLE TIMOTHY;
THE VENERABLE MARTYR ANASTASIUS THE PERSIAN
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners

Welcome Visitors

Sunday offering for January 8

We warmly welcome all those who are visiting Amount Number
us today. It is good to have you all with us! $10.00 5
$15.00 2
. 20.00 4
The discussion of “Come Follow Me” will %25 00 1
continue next Sunday, January 22. We will be %‘5*8-88 %
discussing the third Chapter, “The Kingdom of $100.00 1
God is at hand.” The books have arrived! If you $300.00 1
. $38.00 1 (loose)
ordered a copy, you can get it from Fr. James. $803.00 19 (2 guests)

Everyone is encouraged to participate.
Parishioner Total: $350.00

Liturgical Calendars fpr 2012 are available in Average / parish household (38): $19.82
the church hall. Special thanks to Goodbody Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Mortuary for once again sponsoring our Shortfall: -$1,352.00

calendars.

House Blessings $108000

It is our custom to have our homes
blessed with the holy water sanctified
on Theophany (the feast which
commemorates the Baptism of the
Lord in the Jordan River). If you would like
your home blessed please let Fr. James know. If
you have any questions about house blessings,
what is involved, why we bless our homes, etc., $0
please speak with Fr. James. o

S tewa’zc[s/lip P [eofges

Pledges received: 5

If you haven’t returned a
pledge form, please do so.

$13160




THINE OWN OF THINE OWN
By the Very Rev. Vladimir Berzonsky

“Thine own of Thine own, we offer to Thee, in behalf
of all, and for all” (Elevation of Gifts)

What gift can we offer to You which is truly ours
to give? Even the awareness of our poverty is a gift
that comes from Your Holy Spirit. Like the Little
Drummer Boy of the Christmas carol, we have no
gifts to bring, unless it be the free will to desire to
be here at this moment of the Divine Liturgy at the
consecration of the bread and wine into the Body
and Blood of You Yourself, our

to meet the Father with Whom we are reconciled by
the humble obedience of God’s will as demonstrated
in His acceptance of the cross.

We learn discernment. Life is a continual process
of decisions and choices. What is the cost of eternal
life? Where on earth do we discover the one precious
jewel, that pearl (Matthew 13:45) worth the cost
of all other jewels in the world; and once we find
it, what shall we do with it? This explains what
monastics do with their lives,

Lord Christ Jesus, and Your
heavenly Father, the Almighty
Creator of heaven and earth
and all that is in it. In Your
great wisdom, Lord Jesus, You
chose from the meal the items
that require some effort and
talent or preparation on behalf
of humans. The seeds of wheat
planted and cultivated until
ripened and made into flour i
and then bread is Your way of
allowing us to take pride in the
product; and so too the wine j
from the grapes. Your bread is
our precious nourishment and
Your wine having become Your
Blood is the stimulant that fires _
us from complacency, invigorating us with zeal to be
worthy of those Gifts.

We learn humility, like its root humus, is a
reminder that “You shall eat bread in the sweat of
your face till you return from the ground from
which you were taken” (Genesis 3:19). We elevate
the memory of that announcement spoken by the
Almighty as response to Adam’s disobedience.
This bread will become the revocation of that curse,
because it shall turn into the Bread of Life, the
unique Body of God’s only-begotten Son and our
Lord, Jesus Christ, Who came into the world to free
us from Adam’s sin. Indeed, we return like the wheat
and vine, yet the part of us created originally to live
forever with the Holy Trinity will go on with Christ
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but it is not only they — all of
us have the Christian obligation
to sort out the genuine from the
fraudulent, the true from the
imitation, the lofty from the
banal at each stage of our lives
here on earth.

We learn loyalty. Only
Jesus Christ could win our
salvation, and only to Him do
we commit ourselves to love,
honor and obey throughout our
§ lives here on earth. Because He
gave His life for us even to the
death on the cross, we cannot
live as mere spectators going
through the rituals of the faith
without offering our own lives

as witnesses to His glory and as disciples engaged in

manifesting His concerns in all ways possible.

We learn that Church is family. Never is it a One-
on-one relationship, but as God is Three Persons in
unity, so the two or three assembled in Eucharist
are part of an uncountable number of those united
through Christ with Father by the Holy Spirit — not
only in the parish and diocese, but universally at a
certain holy feast day or Sunday. We are members
of the Church past, all who have fallen asleep in the
Lord since Pentecost, and those who were snatched
out of Hades on that most sacred day of rest when
God was at work saving those held by death, and all
those yet to be born, baptized and welcomed in the
holy Church of the future.



Piznssune nocnanns biaxkennimoro CestociiaBa
Bucokonpeocssiienaum i [IpeocssinienHuM Apxuenuckonam ta Mutponosuram,
60ror0OMBKUM EMMCKONAM, BCEUECHOMY JTyXOBEHCTBY , IPENOJOOHOMY MOHAILIECTBY,
BO3JIFO0JIEHUM OpaTaM i cecTpaM, B YKpaiHi Ta Ha MOCEJIEHHSIX Y CBITi CYLIUM

XPpUCTOC HAPOJIKYETHCS — ClaBTe !
Xpuctoc i3 Hebec — 3ycTpivaiTe!
XpucToc Ha 3emMJi — 6agbopTecs!
— Karnown Y mpeni Pizosa Xpucmosozo

Hopori y Xpucri!

Lymu cioBaMu i3 KaHOHY Pi3ABSIHOT Y TPEHi X0Uy
NPUBITATH BCiX Bac 3i CBITIIMM cBsitoM Pi3Ba
XpucroBoro. Croromgni XpucroBa Llepksa
3aKJIMKA€ HAC HE NMPOCTO BKOTPE Bi3HAYATH 1Lie
CBSITO, & 1 3aMpOLIY€E NMPOCHABISATH, 3yCTpiuaTH
Bora, sikuit npuillloB 0 HAC Y JIIOCBKOMY TiJi,
Ta KPIMUTUCS NPUCYTHICTIO LOrO HEOECHOIro
Hursaru.

«XpHUcTOC HApoOmXKyeThbcss — craasre!» Lle
3anpouIeHHs] HaOupae [l Hac OCOOJMBOrO

3HAYEHHS, KON MIPUETHAEMOCS] hi(o)
6e3mocepefHiX yYACHUKIB 1 CBIAKIB MOl
OLOTO  [WMBHOTO  HapomkeHHs. Ti, XTo

CIaBUTH HOBOHapopkeHoro boxoro Cuna,
— 1e mepenyciM HebGecHi anremu. lle BoHm
BIIKpMBAIOTh TEPE/l TMACTUPSIMHU, $KI CTOSITh
BHOYI Ha CTOPOXKi CBOIX OTap, YyleCHY HOBUHY
npo HapomkenHsi CuHa Boxkoro, cmiBaroum
BesmnuHy micHI0: «CraBa Ha Bucorax borosi, a
Ha 3eMJIi MUp JIFOsIM fioro BrmogobaHHs» (JIK.
2, 14). YUu He Briepie aHreJbChbKi CHITN CTAlOTh
nopy4 3 JIIOIbMH 1 pa3oM 3 HUMHU TBOPSITh
ONIH-ETUHNAN HApPOJl, HEOSCHUI 1 3eMHUE XOp.
s BceneHchbKa mpociaBa, siKa JyHA€ €MHUM
6araToronoccsM Heba i 3emili, Haue MOKa3ye,
mo y TaiHcTBi BomutoueHHs Cwuna bBokoro
HebecHa i 603KECTBEHHA MMIMCHICTb MOEMHYETHCS
3 JIFOJIUHOIO, 3 i1 ICTOPi€I0, MUHYJINM, CyJaCHVM i
MarOyTHIM. Y 1IbOMY TalHCTBEHHOMY TIOE/THAHHI

B 0co0i HoBoHapomxkeHoro Icyca Xpucra,
Bora i monunu, BiOyBaeTbcsl OOMIH fapamu
MixK Humu: TBoOpelb BiIKpUBa€E MOBHOTY CBOIO
BIYHOIO XKUTTSI JIFOJIUHI, & SKUTTSI JIFOMHA BIIOBHI
BifKpiBaeThcsi Borosi, crae mpocropom Moro
npucyTHocTi Ta JistHHS. Ochb 4YOMy CIIaBUTH
HoBOHapojkeHoro  Cnacuresnst —  O3HaYae
HAcammepejl BiKpuTH Voro mnpucyTHicTh Yy
Hatomy kutTi. Cboropi Bor pgificHo € 3 Hamu,
y Cy4yaCHOMY MOMEHTI iCTOpii Hauloro Hapopmy,
Toro o6’efgHaHoro boxkoro mwofy, sKuil Bif
AHTeJIiB BUMTLCS, SIK TIJHO TMPEJCTOSTH TNepef
Borom i Moro Bemmuaru. IIpocnaBnsioun
PI3/IBSIHOIO KOJIsII0K0 HapojkeHoro Cnacurers,
MM Pa30M 3 aHrellaMd CIHOBIIIAEMO MPUXif
HeOeCHOT PajoCTi, 10 YCYBAa€ 3eMHUI CMYTOK 1
po3nau, Iapyrouu JIIO[UHI Iap BIYHOrO XKUTTS 13
Borowm.

«Xpuctoc i3 Hebec —  3ycrpivaiiTe!»
3ycrpivatoun Cuna boskoro, SKuii B IFOICEKOMY
TiJIl TIPUIIIIOB HAa CBiT, MM BU3HAEMO, IO CaM
Bor 3axoTiB yBiliTM B >KUTTSl KOXKHOTO 3 Hac,
abu Ha ceGe B3SITM BCi Halll MPOBMHM, HELYTH,
Oomi 1 HerapasgM, a HaM [apyBaTh CBO€
BiuHe OJIAXKEHCTBO Ta wACTd. MOMEHT, KOJu
CrnacuTelb TOPKAETHCS KOSKHOTO 13 HAC 30KpeMa
Ta cuiolo 1 pisHHAM Cestoro [lyxa BHOCHUTH
CBOE BiYHE XKWUTTS Yy HAlle JIIOJICbKE >KUTTS,
Mu HaszuaeMo Csitum TaiHcTBoM. Takux
TatactB y Xpucrosiit Llepksi € cim: XpereHHs,



Muponomasannsi, €Bxapuctist, IlokasHHs,
CasiiencTBo, [Toapyskoks Ta €neonomaszanss. L
TaiHcTBa € TUTOAAMM 1 HACHTIIKAMU HAPOTKEHHS
Bora y mopcbkomy Timi. Ilopady, komm mwu
NpuiMaeMo i 6epeMo yJacThb y TOMY Y1 IHIIOMY
Cesitomy TaiHCTBi, HaM JJAETbCSI BEJIMKUIN Jap
3ycTpiui 3 Xpucrom-I'ocioom, a ug 3ycTpiy
nepeoOpa>kye Hallle >KUTTS, HANOBHIOOYU
noro mo6oB’r0 Otug, Omarogartio CuHa 1
cunoro Cesitoro Ilyxa. Takum ymHom bBoska
npucyTHICTBL Yepe3 CBsiTi TaiHcTBa poOUTHL HAC
yYaCHUKAMU B03KOT0 JKUTTS, 3TiJTHO 31 CIOBaMM
cB. AraHnacig: «bBor craB mOguHOIO, 1100
JIIOJIMHA MOTJIa CTaTu OOrom 3a OJIarogaTTIO».
Lro 6maromate XpuctoBoro Pizgsa ocobamBo
BAKJIMBO [ HAC BIJKPUTH 1 OL[IHUTH y IbOMY
Hosomy 2012 pomi, sikmit Hama Llepksa, y
11 TAroTOBHmI A0 CBATKYBaHb 1025-pivus
Xpewennst Pyci-Ykpainu, npucssuye CBSTHM
TatacTBam. OTOX, 3yCTPITH HOBOHAPOJIZKEHOTO
Xpucra cbOrofHi MoXHa mepenycim y CBaTux
TaincTBax, oco6mmBO B €BXapucrtii, sKa €
[EHTPOM 1 BEpIIMHOIO BChOTO KUTTS Llepksu.
Hamoro xuBoto yuactio y Cearux TalHcTBax,
3okpema [lokasHni Ta €BXapuCTii, MU HallKpale
3MOXKEMO TMiATOTYBaTUCSA Ta BICBITKYBAaTH
nporopiude PisgBo ['ocnmoma Hamoro Icyca
Xpucra. A BnpofoBxX 1poro Hooro poky
crapaiimocss rauOmie 30arHyTH 1 BiKpUTH
nast cebe Gesuinnamii ckapd CBatux TaiHCTB y
Xpucrosiii LlepkBi Ta KopucTaTH 3 HUX Ha Hallle
OCBSTYCHHSI i CTIACIHHSI.

«Xpuctoc Ha 3emyai — Oagboprecs!» Y 1o
TaiHCTBEHHY PIi3JBSIHY Hi4 HeOecHWil aHreJ-
OJIarOBICHMK Kayke HaM, SIK KOJIMCh BiBYapsiM:
«He 6iiiTechb, 60 s 3Bila0 BaM BEJIUKY PaliCTh,
o Oyae pagicTio Bchoro Hapony !» (JIk. 2, 10).
ChOrofHi My, Ha Kajlb, MyCUMO CTBEPAUTHU, L0
B Hallle YKpaiHCbKe CYCHIJIbCTBO NMOBEPTAIOTHCS
pi3Hi cTpaxu wmwuHyjoro. Hasite micng

ABAAUATHOX POKIB OyiBHUITBA Y KPATHCHKOT
Aep>KaBU MU € YOMYCh HaJlaJli CTPUBOKEHI THUM,
YK crpasfii 36epeskeMo 1 He3aJeXKHICThb, BOJIO
Ta YyKpalHChbKy camoOyTHicTh. CTpaxaemocs
HEKEPOBAHOCTI CBITOBMX €KOHOMIYHMX KpW3 1
HOBITHIX (pOpM COMLIaTIbHOTO Ta HAI[iOHAILHOTO
noHeBoJIeHHs. Tomy 1151 aHreIbChbKa 6J1aroBiCTh:
«He o6ifitecsi!» — Mae 3 0COOIMBOIO CUJIOHO
NPOMOBUTH HUHI JI0 HAIIMX Cepfiellb. «XPUCTOC
Ha 3emJli — Oagpoprecs!» — CHiBa€ ChOTOJHI
XpucroBa llepkBa. Bagvopimocs Bci mu, 60
NPUCYTHICTH Ha 3eMJli BOMJIOYEHOTo XpHCTa
— Hamworo Cmaca — ue JIs Hac JKEpeso
HEBUMOBHOI CUJIM 11 HAfil B HAIIOMy 3€MHOMY
SKATTI 3 IOTO 3MaraHHsIMM Ta BUMPOOYBAHHSIMU.
JIne y Moro HapojkenHi, y Pizisi He3miHHOrO
i BiyHoro bora, HapomKyeThCsl HOBE 11 Kpalie
MaiOyTHE, SIKE A€ 3MICT i MEBHICTH HAIIOMY
TenepilHbLOMY. XTO CbOTO/IHI BiIHAMIIIOB CBOIO
HaJIiI0 Yy MaJIeHbKi# [IUTHHI — HOBOHAPOKEHOMY
CrniacureneBi, TOW BXK€ 3HAMILIOB JOMOMOTY i
CWIIy JUIsl CBOTO HEMPOCTOro, MIHJIMBOTO Ta
HETIEBHOTO ChOTOfICHHS.

Hopori B Xpucti! ¥ uent cBiTIMiA 1 pajiiCHUI
[IeHb CJIaBMO HOBOHapojkeHoro Icyca Haioro
npabaTbKiBCbKOIO — Kossaoto.  Hexail  BoHa
CBOT'OJIHI YCYHE 3 HalMX Cepylellb YCSIKHUI cTpax
i cMyToK. 3ycTpivaiiMo chorojHi [IpensiuHoro
Bora BigkpuTiM cepieM i cromsiiMocst Moro
HeOeCHOIO OJarogaTTIO, PaliCTI0 Ta MHUPOM.
Hexaii us pi3gesHa paficTb MigdabOPUTDH
I CKpimUThb HAac y Halliil IIOAEHHIN Tpaui Ta
MOJIUTBI, Jlapy€ €JHICTb 1 37Marofy B HallUX
rpomasiax. Hexaii pizaBsHa 3ipka, 1110 KOJHCH
npuBena MyJpeliB [0 BepTemy, /e CHO4YKMBaB
Lap BikiB, OCBITUTb HaM JOPOry /O HALIOro
MaroyTHboro B Xpucti-Icyci.

Xpucroc poxxpaaetbes! Cnasimo HMoro!

+ CBgaTOCNAB



BEING CLOSE TO GOD BY GOING TO CHURCH - WHY DO WE STRESS CHURCH ATTENDANCE?
By Hieromonk John (Anderson)

The Church is literally the Body of Christ. This means that corporately, not individually,
we are Christ Himself still incarnate in the world doing His work. If a person desires
with their whole heart one can unite to Christ and become a member of His Body.
Ideally, this is motivated by a simple desire to know God and to be where He is. Out
of this love for God comes the desire to follow his commands and to worship Him.
However, this happens in a context which is not our own.

Eastern Christianity maintains the ancient Jewish belief that God is manifest in the 54
temple. We believe that the same glorious presence of God, the Shekinah Glory, that =i\
dwelt on the Ark of the Covenant now resides on each altar in every Orthodox Temple. Z
“God is with us, understand all ye nations.” Isaiah 8:10, as the hymn from Great
Compline says. If we truly understood what this means — that the God “who is a
consuming fire” is literally present in the Church — we would strive to worship before
Him frequently.

Church attendance is not merely about obligation, guilt, or nostalgia. It is about being where the beloved is
and worshipping Him simply because we love Him. It is about being the Body of Christ in oneness. By going
to Church we learn to lay aside ego, we learn to love, we learn to live, and we learn how to be truly human.
Christ Himself told us to make God the absolute center of our lives and to make all else secondary. Eternal
life begins at the altar where we remain in His Presence without distractions, “For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.” Matt 6:21.

ﬁ\@@o@@ﬁ

QUESTIONS ABOUT HOLY WATER

Q. When should I drink holy water?

A. When you feel a spiritual need, that is when you find yourself
strongly tempted; feel in an evil way; are about to set out on a
journey; will miss the divine services; before a difficult encounter;
in illness, afflictions, etc.. It is the custom of some pious people
to take a drink of holy water the first thing every day before they
eat or drink anything else (except on days when they receive Holy
Communion).

Q. Where should I keep the holy water?

A. Some keep the holy water in their icon corner and others in the
refrigerator.

Q. Does holy water have magical powers?

A. No. But it is matter that is “spirit-bearing” which brings the
blessing of God, cleansing, healing, and can be used for every
purpose that is expedient.




TITHING
Question

Why is tithing being pushed by you and some
other church leaders?

The reason I ask this is that although 10% is
required in Old Testament times, so is stoning
for adultery and other rules we don’t follow
now. How do we tell what is valid today and
what is not?

Answer

Tithing, as you correctly observe, is the Old
Testament injunction to set aside 10% of all
one possesses for the work of the Lord. Many
Christians, Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike,
strive to achieve this level of giving, indeed,
some churches even require it, even though its
origin is in the Old Testament and there are those
who would say that the New Testament maxim
would be to recognize that all we possess is in
fact the Lord’s and that we should return to Him
all that we have, or at least the first portion of
our treasures.

Two observations on your comments:

While there are numerous parishes and eparchies
which encourage individuals to tithe, the
Ukrainian Catholic Church has never issued an
official decree in this regard. There have been a
number of stewardship education materials that
have been published which mention the tithe as
amethod of giving, but these materials primarily
encourage people to set aside the “first portion”
of their resources for the work of the Lord.

Even though tithing is from the Old Testament,
it should not be seen as something that should
not be practiced, such as stoning. Would one
also recommend that Christians ignore the 10
Commandments because they are found in the
Old rather than New Testament? Jesus Christ

came to fulfill the law, not to abolish it. That
which was worth saving from the Old Covenant
was incorporated into the New.

In looking at the reality of some of our
parishes—especially those with 50 members
or less—tithing might be a reasonable means
of keeping the parishes properly funded and, in
some cases, alive. The “I’ll give a buck a week”
attitude in a small parish will ensure that there
are not enough funds to keep the doors open,
much less support a priest.

The thing that is critical is not the percentage —
or the origin of the maxim—but, rather, that one
is giving the first and the best of one’s resources
to the work of the Church—in honesty and out
of a sense of thanksgiving to God for His many
blessings. Remember—the widow who only
gave two coins was blessed because she gave
everything she had to God. She overshot the
tithe by 90%!

Varenyky and Holubtsi for sale!
1 Dozen Varenyky:  $6.00

5 Holubtsi: $10.00

Please see Mary Kitt to purchase.

To-all those/-who sogenerously
gave of theirtime to'make
yesterday’s celebration a
resounding success.

God Bless You!



YKkpaiHncovka I'peko-Kamoauyska llepkea
Cessmozo Hoana Xpecmumeans

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Athanasius and Cyril, Champions and Models

Saint Athanasius (Athanasios) is one of the great
figures of Christianity. He is called the “champion of
orthodoxy” as he resolutely opposed Arianism. Five
times Athanasius was exiled for his defense of the
doctrine of Christ’s divinity. During one period of
his life, he enjoyed 10 years of relative peace - read-
ing, writing and promoting the Christian life along
the lines of the monastic ideal to which he was great-
ly devoted. His dogmatic and historical writings are
almost all polemic, directed against every aspect of
Arianism. Athanasius suffered many trials while he
was bishop of Alexandria. He was given the grace
to remain strong against what probably seemed at
times to be insurmountable opposition. He defend-
ed the true faith for his flock, regardless of the cost
to himself. In today’s world we are experiencing this
same call to remain true to our faith, no matter what.

Saint Cyril's importance for theology and Church
history lies in his championing the cause of ortho-
doxy against the heresy of Nestorius. Nestorianism

implied that the humanity of Christ was a mere dis-
guise. At the Council of Ephesus (431), Cyril con-
demned Nestorianism and proclaimed Mary truly
the “God-bearer” - “Theotokos” (the mother of the
one Person who is truly God and truly human). In
the confusion that followed, Cyril was deposed and
imprisoned for three months, after which he was
welcomed back to Alexandria as a second Athana-
sius (the champion against Arianism).

Lives of the saints are valuable not only for the
virtue they reveal but also for the less admirable
qualities that also appear. Holiness is a gift of God
to us as human beings. Life is a process. We respond
to God’s gift, but sometimes with a lot of zigzagging.
If Cyril had been more patient and diplomatic, the
Nestorian Church might not have risen and main-
tained power so long. But even saints must grow
out of immaturity, narrowness and selfishness. It is
because they - and we - do grow, that we are truly
saints, persons who live the life of God.

Eastern Christian Bulletin Service — PO Box 3909 — Fairfax, VA 22038-3909 www.ecbulletincom Phone: 703-691-8862 — Fax: 703-691-0513



