Tue THIRTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Icon of Saint Ephrem the Syrian and Saint Isaac -- January 28th



SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS — JANUARY 25, 2008
Tone 4

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 26 — FEBRUARY 1, 2009

MONDAY, JANUARY 26 9:00 AM LITURGY 4 EVA AND THEODORE MEDIANYK; REQ: STEVE MEAI
FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 9:00 AM LITURGY — FEAST OF THE THREE HOLY HIERARCHS

EPHREM & IRYNA; REQ ALEXANDRA TOOMA
SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 6:00 PM GREAT VESPERS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 8:00 AM LITURGY

10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

“Open Wide Your Hearts!” — Share 2008
Today Share 2008 Ukrainian Catholic Appeal officially closes. If you have not already done so, please
make a contribution to this appeal by mailing your pledge or contribution to the Eparchy or by placing it in
the collection basket. We thank you for your generous support of this year’s Appeal.

‘ Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
%:\ Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are actively
S\E serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas, Elizabeth Heltsley,
V§ Olena Hrivniak, Michael Lopes, Stefan Oborski, Raul Richelmi and Brian Tuthill. Please
submit any names of those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to Fr. James.

Your Prayers Please!
Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in hospitals, -~
nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our community. \
Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus, Susie Boyko, Sonia
Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Sophia Skop, and
Ariadna Wall, Maria Helecky. Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone who
should be added to this list.

With the approval of the U.S. Bishops at their November 2008 general meeting, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the National Committee for a Human Life Amendment are co-
sponsoring the “Fight FOCA Postcard Campaign.” The Target day for this event is the weekend of
January 24-25, 20009.

This week parishioners have an opportunity to sign and send postcards to their U.S. Representative
and two U.S. Senators. The message on the cards urges our federal elected officials to oppose FOCA
and to retain existing laws against government funding and promotion of abortion.

If each of us takes just a few moments to sign the postcards today after liturgy, together we can send
an important message to our nation’s Capitol to uphold the sanctity of human life. Please complete
the cards before leaving church today. A small donation of $1.00 will help pay for postage and
program materials.

Please feel free to add a short personal note on each postcard to increase the effectiveness of your
message. All parishioners both young and old should complete a card — not just registered voters.



The Three Hierarchs in the Service of the Feast

The service of the feast beautifully praises and
glorifies the Three Hierarchs for their fervent love of
God and neighbor, their unwavering faith, their
significance for holy Church, their illustrious virtues,
wisdom and intercession. “Basil - divine intellect,” we
sing in the aposticha of the Small vespers service,
“Gregory - divine voice, John - most beautiful lamp.
May they be glorified, these three distinguished
representatives and ministers of the Trinity.” In the
aposticha of the Solemn or Great Vespers service we
sing: “O instruments of the Holy Spirit, and trumpets
of divine thunder, O lightnings of preaching, O golden,
light-bearing, resplendent lamps of God: O most
blessed Basil, O most wise Gregory and O most
venerable John, implore Christ our God to save those
who honor you.”

In the sticheras of Vespers, Matins, and in the
canons we find eulogistic and lofty expressions and
parallels with which the Church expresses its
admiration, respect, praise and veneration of the
Three Hierarchs. Here are some of the expressions:
“men of God”, “chosen vessels”, “pillars and support of
the Church”, “defenders of the Trinity, fortresses of
piety”, “divine and wise teachers”, “instruments of the
Holy Spirit, veritable trumpets, orators of the word”,
“earthly angels, heavenly men”, “distinguished vessels
of the Spirit, solid defenders of the faith, pillars of the
Church, support of the faithful, consolation of all
sinners”, “oceanic streams, overflowing fountains,
living-water pouring faith, limpid gems, earthly
luminaries, ecclesiastical helmsmen, trees rich in fruit,
treasuries of grace, mouths of Christ.”

Having before her eyes their greatness, merits
and significance before God, holy Church invokes the
faithful to give fit praise to the Three Hierarchs:
“Having come together with songs of praise, O lovers
of feasts, let us praise Christ’s sanctifiers and the glory
of the Fathers, the pillars of the faith, teachers and
defenders of the faithful. Let us hail each of them in
turn: Hail, luminary of the Church, immutable pillar, O
wise Basil! Hail, O heavenly mind and great hierarch,
Gregory the Theologian! Hail, O golden-voiced John,
splendid preacher of penance. P spiritually-wealthy
fathers, never cease to pray to Christ in behalf of
those who with faith and love observe your sacred
and sublime feast.”

TPH CBATHTEJ/I B BOIrOC/AYKEHHI IIPA3HHKA

Borocayx6a mnpasHuUKa ocmiBye i InpocsaBisie
TpboxX CBATUTEJIB 3a IXHIO raps4dy Jito6oB o bora i
GJIM>)KHBOTO, HEMIOXUTHY Bipy, 3Ha4YeH-HA [JJI CBATOI
LlepkBuy, cBiTJi YecHOTH, Boxky MyaApicTb Ta 3acTyI-
HULTBO. "Bacusiit — 60xecTBeHHUM yM, — clliBaeMo
Ha CcTuUXOBHI MaJsioi BeuipHi, — [Ipuropii —
GOKeCTBEHHMH rosioc, MoaH —  mnperap-HUi
CBITUJIbHUK. Xall 6yAyTb Npoc/aBjeHi TpU BU3HAUHI
yrogHuku i cayxuteni Tpo#ui". ¥ ctuxupi Ha
CTUXOBHI BeuipHi ckasaHo: "/lyxa opraHu, rpomy
60>KeCTBEHHOTO TPYy6H, 6J1MCKaBKY NPONOBiAHULTBA,
CBITUJIBHUKHU BCECBITJIi, 30J10Ti i cBiTOHOCHI B bo3i,
npe6aakeHHUH Bacuiito, TIpuropito Bcemyapui,
BCe30JI0THH i BceyecHuit Hoane".

Y cTuxupax BeuipHi, yTpeHi # KaHOHI 3HaX0AUMO
f6araTo MoxBaJib-HUX 3BOPOTIB i MOPiBHSAHb, IKUMU
cBaTa llepkBa BHCJIOBJIOE CBil MOAUB, IOLIAHY,
noxBasy Ta noyMtaHHsa Tprox CBaTuTeiB. Och Aesaki
3 Hux: "Myxi Boxi", "nocyau Bub6paHi”, "KosoHU U
nianopa Lepksu", "Tpoiili mno60pHUKH, 6yaroyecTs
3abopoJia”, "6oxecTBeHHI 1 MyApi BuuTesi", "opranu
CesaToro /lyxa, cmpaBxHi Tpybu, puTOopu cjoBa",
"3eMHi aHresy, He6ecHi 40J10BiKK", "BU3HAYHI OCY LU
Jlyxa, TBep/Zii NOGOPHUKU BipH, K0oJI0HU llepkBH, ycix
rpiliHUKIB moTixa".

HaBozasauu sk Npuk/aj ixHIO Besud, 3acaAyrd Ta
3HauyeHHd AJid bora, cBaTa llepkBa 3ak/MKae BipHUX

[0 HajexHol nmnpociaaBu Tpbox  CBATUTesNiB:
"JltobuTesni mpasHWKa, — CHiBaeEMo Ha JHTIii, —
3iMLIOB-IIKCh, CJaBiMO MiCEHHUMH IOXBajJaMH

XpuctoBux CATuTeniB, OTLiB c/1aBy, KOJOHU BipH i
BipHUX y4yUTesiB i XOpOoHHUTeJNiB, Kaxyuu: Pagyics,
LlepKOBHe CBiTJI0, Bacuusiio npemyapuii, i croBme
HenopywHUN. Pagyiica, yme HebGecHUH, apxuEpero
npecnaBHui, [puropito  BorocsoBe.  Papyiics,
30/10TOC/IOBE, BCE30JIOTHH MoaHe, MOKasHHA ACHMH
nponoBifg-Huky. Tox, Otui  mnpebararti, He
nepecTaBalTe 3aBX/JU MOJUTUCA A0 XpUCTA 3a THUX,
daKi Bipoto i Jit060B'I0 Mpa3HYIOTh Balle CBSLIeHHE i
60’KeCcTBEHHE TOP>KEeCTBO".



HEJ LA 3AKXES

,,Cb0200HI Ha yell dim 3iliw10 chaciHHA, 60 U 8iH cuH Aspaama. CuH 60
Yosoeiyuli npuiiwos wykamu i cnacmume, ujo 3a2uHyao”. (JIk. 19, 9-10)

EpHXOH — CJIaBHE iCTOPUYHE MICTO, leIepETUHANIUCSA KOMEPLiMHI LIJISXU
i nenTp pinancosoro cBiTy. Crogu oiHOTO pa3zynpudbys Icyc, 1106 BUTOJIOCUTHU
CBoe BoxxectBeHHe C10BO. 3a HUM illJIa Maca Hapoay. 3akxeH, 1o 6yB
MUTapeM i 36upaB NoAaTKH, AOBiAaBCS NPO 1[bOT0 JUBHOTO Yya0TBOpPIIS,
ToMy 6axkaB Horo no6auuTty. A mo 6yB MaJIoro 3poCTy, TO BHJI3 Ha
CMOKOBHMLIO 1 o4ikyBaB CniacuTeJid. [cyc, NpoxoAAa4y ONPH HbOTO, CKa3aB:
,3akxerw! Cbo2o0Hi MeHi mpebabymu 8 meoemy domi”. 3AUBYyBaBcs 3aKxel ,
o YyaoTBopelb 3Ha€ Horo iM’s1. BiH 3apa3 »xe Mep1iiii nilioB A0 CBOTO A0MY,
1106 NPpUTOTYBaTHU rOCTUHY A CniacuTed. [cyc, BCTynUBIIM 10 3aKXEEBOTO
JloMy, cKa3aB: ,,Cb0200HI Ha yell dim 3itiui1o cnaciHHsa!”

3HauuTh Ha 3aKxes Ta Moro AiMm 3ikmia boxa s1acka, 60 BiH i3 MOsIBOIO
CnacuTesisl po3KasiBCS Ta NOCTAHOBUB 3MiHUTH L[IJIKOBUTO JOTENEPIlIHIN
Croci6 KUTTA. BiH N10CTaHOBUB ,,N0/108UHY 8020 MaliHa damu y602uM, a Koau
YUMOCb K020 CKpu8dus, nogepHymu g4emaepo”.

3akxel 6yB iiCHO IPillIHUKOM, i PO 1e 3HaJIM yCi, 60 HaBiTh Ka3a/u:
,I2150imb, 3atiwos do epiwHoi A0AuHU”. BiH, 6yly4y MUTapeM, HACUJIBHO
CTSITaB MOAATOK i3 6iHUX, 11100 ynoao6aTHcs KecapeBi. Mi>k HUM i
CycniJibcTBOM OyJia BesiMKa npipBa. 2KuB BiH Ay»ke caMiTHUM XUTTAM. HixTo
He 6aXkaB MPUUTHU JI0 HbOT0. 3aKXel BifiuyBaB Iie CBOIM ceplieM. BiH BiguyB
JlOKip ayui, ToMy cka3aB IcycoBi: ,I'ocnodu! [lonosuHy maemky giddam
y6o2um, a kozo ckpusdus, giddam yuemaepo”. Ciopobasiocs 1e Icycosi, Tomy
IpOMOBHUB 710 3akxes: ,Cb0200HI 3iliw10 cnaciHHa do meozo domy”. XTo 3 HacC
He NOAiOHUM [0 TOr0 EBAHTeJbChKOT0 3aKxes?

XTO 3 HaC 4yacoM He Bil4yBa€ JOKOpY cyMJiHHA? Hepa3 BifiuyBaeMo
notpeby 3anpocuTu Icyca 1o oMy CBOEI Ayl i cepls, Ta 4acTO B HAC GPaKYeE
BiiBary, 106 1e 3po6uTU. YacTo MU 4yeMo 3anpolleHHs 3i cTopoHH Icyca.
Bin yacto CaM xo4e yBiMTH 10 HAlLIOl XaTH. BiH X04e K IpUAaTeb, AK 4eH
POJIMHY YM HaBiTh K HAlll CyllepPHUK, 1[0 KoMy Tpeba 6yTH y HAaLIOMY JIOMi.
lle AieTbCs 4acTO TOAI, KOJIM HaBiJly€ HAC HElyTa, AKUKCh KUTTEBUM
KaTakJi3M, iIKach >KUTTEBA NoTpeba. | ToAi Mu Tak 6;1u3bKo A0 Hboro, i Toai
Bin Tak 6s113bK0 A0 Hac. [logymaiimo! Moxe, 11e cTajiocss HeZJaBHO, @ MOXKE,
BYOpa?



SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS

“Today salvation has come to this house, for this is what it means to be a son
of Abraham. The Son of Man has come to search out and save what was lost.”
(Lk. 19,9-10)

Jericho was a well-known historic city, a commercial crossroads and
financial center. One day Jesus came here in order to preach the Word of God
followed by a huge mass of people. Zacchaeus, a tax collector, heard about the
arrival of the Wonderworker and wanted to see Him. Being a short man, he
climbed up on a sycamore tree and waited. Jesus, walking past him, said:
“Zacchaeus! Today I must be at your house.”

Zacchaeus was amazed that the Wonderworker knew his name. He
immediately went home to prepare for the arrival of the Savior. Jesus,
entering Zacchaeus’ house, said: “Today salvation has come to this house,”
meaning that God’s grace had descended on Zacchaeus’ house, for, upon the
Savior’s arrival, Zacchaeus had repented and promised to change his life
completely. He declared that he would “give half my belongings to the poor
and anyone I have defrauded, I will repay fourfold.”

Zacchaeus was truly a sinner. Everyone knew this for they had said: “Look,
He has gone to the house of a sinner as a guest.” He forcibly collected taxes
from the poor in order to curry favor with Caesar. There was a great rift
between him and the rest of society. He lived a very lonely life for no one
wanted to associate with him. Zacchaeus felt this in his heart and soul and
thus he said to Jesus: “Lord! I will give half of my belongings to the poor and
anyone I have defrauded, I will repay fourfold.” This pleased Jesus and He said
to Zacchaeus: “Today salvation has come to this house.”

Who of us cannot relate to Zacchaeus? Have we not all felt the pangs of
conscience? We often feel the need to invite Jesus into the house of our soul
and heart, and yet we lack the courage to do so. Many times we hear an
invitation from Jesus Who wants to come into our house. He wants to come as
a friend, a member of the family or even as a rival who needs to come into our
home. Most often this occurs when misfortune falls upon us, when we face a
crisis and are in need of help. At that time we are so close to Him and He is
close to us. Let us think about this! Has this happened recently, perhaps even
yesterday?



YKpaiHcoka Kamonuybka MNMapagia Mamepi boxcoi Heycmaro4yoi lMNomoui
LlepkBa CaaToro Mpopoka i MpeaTteun MoaHa Xpectutena
CeaTtunHA CeaToro Mukonas, Apxmenunckona Mip JlikinceKoro, YygoTtsopuA

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjiohnthebaptizer.org

Mapox: o. AkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Poet, Teacher, Orator and Defender of the Faith

B orn in Nisibis, Mesopotamia, St. Ephrem “the Syrian” was baptized as a young man and
became famous as a teacher in his native city. When the Christian emperor had to cede Nisibis to the
Persians, Ephrem, along with many Christians, fled as a refugee to Edessa. He is credited with
attracting great glory to the biblical school there. He was ordained a deacon but declined becoming
a priest (and was said to have avoided consecration as bishop by feigning madness!).

He had a prolific pen and his writings best illumine his holiness. Although he wasnota man
of great scholarship, his works reflect deep insight and knowledge of the Scriptures. In writing
about the mysteries of humanity’s redemption, St. Ephrem reveals a realistic and humanly
sympathetic spirit and a great devotion to the humanity of Jesus. It is said that his poetic account of
the Last Judgment inspired Dante.

He took upon himself the special task of opposing the many false doctrines rampant at his
time, always remaining a true and forceful defender of the Faith. Itis almost surprising that he wrote
hymns against the heretics of his day. He would take the popular songs of the heretical groups and,
using their melodies, compose beautiful hymns embodying orthodox doctrine. Ephrem became one
of the first to introduce song into the Church’s public worship as a means of instruction for the
faithful. His many hymns have earned him the title “Harp of the Holy Spirit.” He preferred a
simple, austere life, living in a small cave overlooking the city of Edessa. It was there he died
around the year 373.
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