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Icon of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple -- February 2nd



SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE — FEBRUARY 1, 2009
Tone 5

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2 — FEBRUARY 8§, 2009

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2 9:00 AM LITURGY — FEAST OF THE ENCOUNTER
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4  7:00 PM WEEKDAY VESPERS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7 6:00 PM GREAT VESPERS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 8:00 AM LITURGY

10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

‘ Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
%\ Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are actively
— = serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas, Elizabeth Heltsley,
V§ Olena Hrivniak, Michael Lopes, Stefan Oborski, Raul Richelmi and Brian Tuthill. Please
submit any names of those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to Fr. James.

Your Prayers Please!
Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in hospitals,
nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our community. \
Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus, Susie Boyko, Sonia
Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Sophia Skop, and
Ariadna Wall, Maria Helecky, Isabella Bachynsky. Please let Fr. James know if
there is anyone who should be added to this list.

Just like last week we have an opportunity to sign and send postcards to their U.S. Representative and
two U.S. Senators. The message on the cards urges our federal elected officials to oppose FOCA and to
retain existing laws against government funding and promotion of abortion. If you did not do so last
week, please pick up a set to send. They are available in the parish hall.

Sunday Collection: January 11, 2009:
8:00 AM $71.00
10:00 AM $807.00
2" Collection: $28.00
Total: $906.00
Sunday Collection: January 18, 2009:
8:00 AM $175.00
10:00 AM Christmas Day: $650.00
Total: $825.00
Sunday Collection: January 25, 2009:
8:00 AM $72.00
10:00 AM $636.00
Total: $708.00
Koliada $350.00




Your help in needed
Tomorrow following the Divine Liturgy for the Encounter of Our Lord, we need your help to take down the
Christmas decorations. Please come and lend a hand. Many hands make the work go easier.

Generations of Faith
Our next Generations of Faith gathering will be on Sunday, February 15th (Meatfare Sunday —
M'aconycTtHa Hegainsa.) There will be one Liturgy that day followed by a potluck and the learning session in
which we will explore the meaning of the Great Fast. The Great Fast starts with Forgiveness Vespers on
February 22" All are encouraged to come and participate.

Forgiveness Sunday
On Sunday, February 22nd there will be a “Cheezey Potluck” following the 10 AM Liturgy. This is the last
opportunity to enjoy dairy products before the Great Fast begins. Please bring a dish (ideally meatless) to
share with others. Immediately following the potluck we will celebrate Forgiveness Vespers in the church
to open the Great Fast. This is a beautiful opportunity to begin the fast with mutual forgiveness.

Pastoral Council Elections
Elections to the Pastoral Council will be held on the 4th Sunday in March. Nominations for the 3 elected
positions will begin on the 1st Sunday in March. Names of nominees will be printed in the 2 subsequent
bulletins before the election on March 22nd.

Donation letters
Donation Letters for 2008 income tax purposes are being prepared and will be availble in the church hall
beginning next Sunday. Any letters not picked up by February 16th will be mailed.

Liturgical Schedule The Holy Mystery of Crowning (Marriage): The
(unless otherwise noted in the bulletin): couple must contact the Pastor at least 6
Saturday Evening Vespers: 6:00 pm months prior to the desired date of marriage
Sundays 8:00 AM (English) and before scheduling anything related to the
10:00 AM (Ukrainian) crowning (including the reception.) Couples
o must participate in pre-marriage catechesis.
Holyday Vigil: 7:00 PM
Holyday Liturgy: 10:00 AM The Holy Mystery of Holy Anointing of the Sick:

Please inform the Pastor of anyone in need of
anointing or anyone homebound and unable to
attend Liturgy or receive Holy Eucharist.

Other Services as announced in Bulletin

The Holy Mystery of  Reconciliation
(Confession): Sundays from 7:30 to 7:45 AM | catechesis: Contact the Pastor.
and 9:30 to 9:45 AM and also by appointment.

Cantors: Vladimir Bachynsky, Luke Miller and
The Holy Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, | Olena Bankston

Chrismation and Holy Eucharist): Parents must
make arrangements with the Pastor at least 3
months prior to Initiation. Adults seeking to be
initiated must undergo a period of instruction
(Catechumenate.)




PRIDE AND HUMILITY

Today is the first Sunday of four which prepare us for the Great Fast. We begin
the Lenten Triodion which is part of the Great Fast service that will end with Good
Friday.

On this first Sunday which prepares us for the Great Fast, let us consider Christ’s
parable about the Publican and the Pharisee, in which He emphasizes the value of
the virtue which is the basis of Christian life.

Two people entered the temple to pray - a Pharisee and a Publican. The Pharisee,
a teacher of law, was respected by people as a religious person. The second person,
a Publican, collected taxes for the Roman government and, because of this, his
countrymen held him in contempt.

It is not important in the parable to which social class these men belonged or
what status they held in the Jewish community. What is important is the manner in
which they lived their lives. One was proud, the other humble. One compared
himself to other people, the other looked inside himself. One considered himself a
person of high standing, the other felt himself totally dependent on God. One prayed
to himself, the other to God. In other words, one found himself, the other found God.

In considering these two people, we recall two citations from the Holy Gospel
which relate to this parable. In Chronicles we read: “The proud man is repugnant to
God” and the second citation we find in Isaiah: “The Lord is with the person who is of
a humble, quiet and mild heart.”

The parable teaches us that pride is born from an incorrect comparison of
oneself with others. The Pharisee, in comparing himself with robbers and
adulterers, considered them to be lower then himself and looked down upon them
with contempt. This can easily happen to each of us. Today, the mass media tells us
about people who overstep the bounds of morality. We hear about people who deal
in narcotics. We read about the mafiosi who coldbloodedly kill those who get in
their way. Often we hear about blackmailers who kidnap people and hold them for
ransom. We are deeply shaken when we hear how a mother killed her children.

Let us not compare ourselves to other people who have given in to immoral
behavior, with the dregs of society, as the Pharisee did, for this will lead us to the sin
of pride. Rather, we should compare ourselves with God, with His eternity and in
reward we will receive from Him the virtue of humility.



roPAICTb I IOKOPA

CborofHilIHA HeAiId - Le Heplula HeJilAd i3 YOTUPbOX, SKi FOTYKOTb Hac /0
Benukoro nmocty. Chorogni mu mnounHaemo [loctHy Tpioab, sfika BMillye B co0i
6orocaykeHHs BesMkoro mocTy, 10 3akKiHYyeTbcsa 6orocaykeHHsaM B CTpacHy
Cy6ory.

CborozHi, B mepuly HeJilto, fiKa rOTye Hac o0 BesaukoromocTy, po3BaKUMO
XpucTtoBy mnpuTdy npo MmuTaps i dapuces, B skid BiH migkpecsioe BapTicTb
YECHOTH, 1110 € OCHOBOIO XPUCTUAHCBKOI'0 )KUTT.

JIBi ocobu yBilILIK B ILEepKBy MOJUTUCA, dapucedt i mutap. Papucein -
3aKOHOBYUTEJIb, KOTPOTrO JIAU BBaXKaJIM PeJIrikHOK JIOAWHOW. [Ipyrui, MuTap,
36Mpay MNOJAATKIB JJid PUMCBKHX BJIacTel, i 4yepe3 I1je 3HEBaXKEHHWU CBOIMHU
3eMJIIKaMHU.

Y npumui He € 20108HUM me cmaHo8uWe, sKe Yi 081 0cobu 3atimanu 8 HudiecbKill
cninibHomi, do K020 Kaacy sawdell 80OHU HAJexcadu, aje Cnocib iXHb0o20 xcumms.
Omoice, oduH 6ye 2opdull, dpyaull nokipHull, 00uH nopieHwe cebe 3 IHWUMU JAHIbMU,
dpyeull dusumuca y ceoe Hympo. O0uH 88axicae cebe 8UCOKO NOCMABEHOI0 0C06010, a
dpyeull - nogHicmto 3aaexcHum 8id boea. 0dun moaumucs do cebe, a dpyaull - do boza.
[Hakwe kaxcy4u, 00uH 3Haliwos cebe, [pyrui 3Haumos bora.

Bepyuu fo yBaru ui ABi 0co6H, Tpeba HaroJI0CUTH Ha JBOX jMTaTax 3i CBATOro
[TncbMa, 10 cTOCYOThCA caMe L€l npuTyi. Y kHu3i [IpunoBifok untaemo: ,l'opduti €
ocopyxcHuil 'ocnodegi”, a apyra nuTaTa 3anvcaHa B KHU3i npopoka Icai: ,I'ocnods €
3 MoK AN100UHOK, SIKA € NOKIPHO20, MUX020 | CMUPEHHO020 cepysi”.

[I[pyTya 1NOBYAaE HAC WO TOPAICTb 3POJXKYETbCA 3 HeNPaBUJIbHOTO
nopiBHIOBaHHA cebe 3 iHmKUMU. Papucel, mopiBHIOUU cebe 3 TrpabiKHUKAMH,
nepesoOLsMHU, BBAXKaB, 1[0 BOHU CTOATb HWXX4Ye BiJ HbOIO, i 3 MOrop/010 JUBUBCH
Ha HuX. Lle Ay>xe J1eTKO MOXe TpanUTUCS TaKOoX i 3 HaMu. CboroiHi 3aco61 MacoBoi
iHpopMauii roBopsATb HaM MNOpO JiKOJEH, L0 MNOTONTajJM MpaBa Mopasji. Mu
JIOBiJlyeMOCS PO JiIt0Jie, 1110 TOPTryI0Th HAPKOTHKAaMU. MU ynuTaeMo npo mMadiosis,
SKi X0JIOAHOKPOBHO BOHWBAIOThb KOXXHOTO, XTO CTa€ iM Ha jAoposi. [yke 4yacTo Mu
Yy€EMO MOBIiJOMJIEHHS NpPO LIAHTAXKHUCTIB, SKi BUKPAJalTh JIKOJEW | BUMaramThb
BUKYIYy 3a HUX. [loJ1is, KOJIM MaTU BOUBAE CBOIO JUTHUHY, *KaxJIMBO NOTpscae Hac. He
NopiBHIOKNMO cebe 3 JIIOABMH, L0 MOPAJbHO OINYCTHUJMUCA, 3 MOKHWAbKAMHU
CyCNiZIbCTBA, fIK Lle pobuB Qapuceir, 60 Lle NpUBeJe HAC [0 rpixa ropAocTi, aue
Kpale mnopiBHIMO ce6e 3 Borom, 3 Horo jgockoHajsocTAMH i B Haropogy
oZiep>kuUMo BiZf Hboro 4ecHOTY OKOpPHU.



The Encounter of Our Lord with the Righteous Simeon and Anna
The Spirit of the Service of the Feast

The Spirit of the feastday service is the same as that of the Nativity of our Lord and the
Theophany: to glorify the Theophany (manifestation of God) on earth, to extol the Divinity of Christ
and give honor to the Most Pure Virgin Mary as the Mother of God. St. Cyril of Alexandria speaks
beautiful-ly of the profound content and significance of this feast in his sermon for this day: "The
Eternal,” he says, "is both a small Child and the 'Ancient of Days' (i.e., God). A Child at the breast and
at the same time the Creator of ages. [ behold a Child and recognize God. The Child is nourished and
at the same time sustains the universe. The Child weeps and at the same time he gives life and joy to
the world. The Child is in swaddling clothes and at the same time he delivers me from the bonds of
sin ... This Child - the angels glorify him, the archangels bow before him. The Principalities tremble in
his presence, the Powers praise him, the Cherubim minister to him, the Seraphim bless him, the sun
praises him, the moon serves him, nature obeys him, fountains and seas yield to him... This Child
conquered death, overcame the devil, abolished Adam's curse, ... washed away all sins, condemned all
heresy, adorned all creation, saved Adam, renewed Eve, summoned all the nations and sanctified the
universe .. Therefore, let us all go forth to greet the Presentation of our Lord with splendor ..
Therefore, let us brighten this day with candles, as befits the children of light, and let us bring to
Christ the Light of spiritual illumination." (Prologue, I)

The sticheras of Vespers, the Sessional hymns, the canon and the sticheras of the Matins service
form one magnificent hymn of glory in honor of Christ's Theophany (manifestation), celebrating the
Incarnation of the Eternal Word of God, and extolling the Most Holy Mother of God. The small child,
brought to the temple by his parents, is the Eternal God who gave the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai: "He
who once gave the Law to Moses on Sinai," we sing in the sticheras of Lytiya, "today submits himself
to the prescriptions of the Law, in his compassion, he has become like unto us for our sakes ... Today
Simeon takes into his arms the Lord of glory, whom Moses once saw in darkness, when on Sinai God
gave him the tablets .. The Creator of heaven and earth today is carried in the arms of the old
Simeon."

The Child the temple is the Messiah we see today in sent by God and foretold by the prophets: "O
Simeon, tell us whom you are joyfully carrying into the temple. To whom are you saying: Now you
may dismiss your servant, O Lord, because my eyes have seen my Saviour? He is the child born of the
Virgin. He is the Word, God of God! O Lord, who for our sake was incarnate and saved mankind, to
you we bow in worship."

And the Mother of the Child brought to the temple is the Most Holy Mother of God: "Adorn your
bridal chamber, O Sion and welcome Christ the King," says the stichera of the aposticha in the
Vespers service, "welcome Mary, the gate of heaven, for she has appeared as a cherubic throne on
which the King of Glory is seated.” The Most Pure Virgin Mary is not only the Mother of Christ, but
also our hope and our Intercessor. In the ninth Ode of the canon of Matins, we entreat her: "0 Virgin
Mother of God, Hope of all Christians, protect, watch over, and guard all those who put their hope in
you ... O Virgin Mother of God, good helper of the world, protect and preserve us from every care and
worry." Holy Church, seeing the great mystery of the Theophany and the love of God towards us, calls
upon the faithful to give glory to Christ the Lord: "Let the choir of angels be amazed at this wonder,
and let us mortal men raise our voices in song, beholding the ineffable condescension of God. Aged
arms now embrace him before whom the powers of heaven tremble, he who alone loves mankind.
(Sessional Hymn, Matins)



CTPUTEHHA I'HIX - 1YX BOTOC/1YKEHHA IIPA3BHHKA

Jyx 6orocayx6u CTpiTeHHs € ToW camui, mo ¥ ayx XpucroBoro PiznBa i borosBieHHs:
npociaBUTH bBorosiBjieHHs Ha 3eMJl, 3BeJIMYUMTH XpUCTOBe 60XKECTBO Ta BiJJaTH 4YeCTb
[peuucriit JliBi Mapii, sk boro-matepi. [Ipo rinb6okuil 3mMicT i 3HaYeHHS TPa3HUKA TOBOPUTH ¥
CBOIM mpormoBiai Ha 1el aeHb cBATUN Kupuio Onekcanapivicekuil. "[Ipea-BiuHuM, — Kaxe BiH,
— wMavie [lutatko i apeBHiN aHamu (ce6to bor). [luta npu rpyasx i TBopenp BikiB. bauy
JAutuny i nisHaro bora. /luTa KOpMUTBCA i CBIT yaepxye. JUTa naade i CBITOBI fa€ »KUTTH i
pazicTe. [luTHHA B eJieHKaX | MeHe 3BIJIbHSIE BiJi [PiXOBHUX NeJieH... Lle /IUTA c1aBAsATh aHTeHy,
Homy noknoHAITLCS apxaHreu, nepes Hum apu-xath Baacti, Horo BuxsanonoTb cuu, Homy
C/lyXaTh XepPyBUMH, Horo 6sarocioasTh cepadumu, Horo craButh conne, Homy caysutsb Mi-
canp, Moro cayxae npupoga, Homy xopaTbes mxepena i Mopd... e JIUTS MOKOHANO CMepTh,
nob6iguao JusABoJIA. 3HULIMUAO KJATBY.. CTEPJO TIpiXH, OCyAuJIO €peci, MPUKpacUIo Bce
CTBOpiHHSA, craciao AZjlaMa, 06HOBUJIO EBY, NPU3BaJI0 HAPOJAH, OCBATHUIIO CBIT... Tox yci cBiTsI0
3yctpivaiimo l'ocnoane CtpiTeHHs... Tak el AeHb NPUKpACiMO CBiY-KaMHU, K FOJJUTbCS CHHAM
cBiTaa, i icTuHHOMY CBiTJIOBi-XpHuCTOBi NpuHeciMo cBiuku 3 AymeBHUMHU cBiTaamu" (lIpoaoe, Y.
I).

Ctuxupwu BedvipHi i cilaJIHU, KAHOH Ta CTUXUPHU yTPEHi — Ile OJUH BeJIMYHUUN T'MMH CJIaBH B
yecTb XpUCTOBOro borosiBjieHHd, y 4yecTb npejBiuHOro Bomao4yeHHa bora-CsioBa Ta B 4ecThb
[IpecBsitoi Boropo-auni. s mana JilutuHa, mo ii ckorofHi 6aThKKU MPUHECIH 10 Xpamy, Iie bor
npe BiYHUMY, 1[0 /1aB 3aKOH Mo¥ceeBi Ha ropi CuHai: "Croroani Tol, — cmiBaEMo Ha CTUXHUPAX
auTii, — 10 KoJsuch OYB AaB 3akoH MoiiceeBi Ha CHHAI0, MOBUHYETHCS 33/ HAC MPUNHCAM
3aKoHy, 60 3Mu0CepAUBCcs Hafa HaMmu.. CboroaHi CuMmeoH 6epe Ha pyku [ocmoja ciaBw, 110
Woro cnepiny Moticelt y TeMpsiBi 6a4uB, ik Ha CUHAWCBKiH ropi faBaB oMy Tabsuii... TBoperb
Heba 1 3eMJIi CbOTO/IHI HOCUThCS Ha pyKax crapieM CumMeoHoM".

JUTATKO, 110 Horo CbOTO/HI 6aYuMMoO B Xpami, lle IPOpOKaMU mpej-ckazaHuil i Borom
nicianui Mecis: "Ckaxu, CuiMeoHe, — cHiBaeEMO Ha CTUXUpaX BedipHi, — KOMY TH, TPUMAI4HU
Ha pykax y xpawmi, paayeuicsa? Komy kaxen i kaudent: "HuHi g1 ctaB cBoGiAHUHN, 60 BUiB MOTO
Cnacutensa?" lLe Toi, Xto 3 /liBu HapoauBcsd, Bin Bor CsoBo Big bora, mo 3aaasa Hac
BOIJIOTUBCA i criac oAuHy, Homy moxonimca”.

A Matu npuHeceHoro a0 xpamy Jutsatu — ue [lpecBsita boropo-auus. "[lpukpacu TBO
cBiTumo, CioHe, — Ka)ke CTUXUpA Ha CTUXOB-Hi BeuipHi, — i Besnumuait Lapsa-Xpucra, BiTak
Mapito — HebecHy 6paMy, 60 BOHA lie XepyBUMCbKHUU MpecTo/i: BoHA HocuTh Llaps ciaBu'.
[Ipeuucra /liBa Mapia He Tinbku MaTu XpUCTOBA, ajle BOHA TAKOX Hallle YIOBAaHHSA W Halla
3actynuunsa. Ha 9-iii micHi kaHoHa yTpeHi Ii 6;1araemo: "Boropogune /liBo, Hajlie XpUCTHUSIH,
MOKpUH, 36epexu i cnacu THUX, 1[0 Ha Tebe ymnoBaiThb.. boropoauue JliBo, s cBiTy 6Gsara
[TomiuHUIe, MOKPHUI i 36epexku HAC Bif| ycsakol HY AU U mevaJsti”.

Ceara llepkBa, 6ayauu Besinke TaiHCTBO BorosiBieHHs i Boxoi 1060BU /10 HAcC, 3aKJUKAE
CBOIX BipHUX /0 npocyaBu Xpucta ['ocroga: "Xail aHreJIbCbKUNA XOp YYAYETHCSA, 2 MU 3eMHUMU
roJjiocaMu 3acli-BaiiMo micHio, 6ayayu HeBUMOBHe Boxe 3mecTs. Toi, o nepes Hum apuxathb
HeGecHi cuay, Horo chorogHi oGiiimMaloTh crapeui pyku eaumHoro Yosiosikomo6ua" (Cidase

ympeHi).



YKpaiHcoka Kamonuybka MNMapagia Mamepi boxcoi Heycmaro4yoi lMNomoui
LlepkBa CaaToro Mpopoka i MpeaTteun MoaHa Xpectutena
CeaTnHA CeaToro Mukonas, Apxmenuckona Mip Jlikincekoro, YygoTtsopusa

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjiohnthebaptizer.org

Mapox: 0. AkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

The Mystery of Christ: Light to the Gentiles, Glory to Israel

l he mystery of Christ had been prepared even before the very foundation ot the world but
was manifested in the last ages of time. It became a light for those who in darkness and error had
fallen under the devil’s hand.

These were they “who serve the creature instead of the Creator,” worshiping moreover the
dragon, the author of evil, and the impure throng of devils, to whom they attach the honor due God.
Yet God the Father called them to the acknowledgment of the Son who is the true Light ...

Christ therefore became the Gentiles™ light for revelation, but also for the glory of Israel.
For even granting that some of them proved insolent and disobedient, and with minds that did not
understand, yet there is a remnant there, saved and admitted to glory through Christ. The first fruits
of these were the divine disciples, the brightness of whose renown lightens the whole world.

In another sense, Christ is the glory of Israel, for he came out of Israel according to the flesh,
though he is God over all, and blessed forevermore. Amen.

Saint Cyril of Alexandria
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