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Icon of Saint Cyril, Teacher of the Slavs -- February 14th



SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON — FEBRUARY 8, 2009
Tone 6

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 9 — FEBRUARY 15,2009

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 7:00 PM WEEKDAY VESPERS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 1°" ALL SOULS SATURDAY
9:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY & PANAKHYDA
6:00 PM GREAT VESPERS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

Biunas Ilam'aTs — Eternal Memory!
We were all deeply grieved to learn of the falling asleep in the Lord of our longtime parishioner
Roman Oleksyshyn. Our prayers and condolences go out to his daughter Ulana and here family.
He will be greatly missed. Funeral Services will be held later this week. Call Fr. James on
Tuesday for final schedule

Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are
%\ actively serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas,
\_,3\§ Elizabeth Heltsley, Olena Hrivniak, Michael Lopes, Stefan Oborski, Raul Richelmi and
v§ Brian Tuthill. Please submit any names of those you would like remembered in the
Liturgies to Fr. James.

Your Prayers Please!

Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in
hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in - \
our community. Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus,
Susie Boyko, Sonia Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken
McDonald, Sophia Skop, and Ariadna Wall, Maria Helecky, lIsabella
Bachynsky. Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone who should be
added to this list.

Thank you! Jyxe nskyio!

Thanks to all those who helped to take down the Christmas decorations. May God bless your
generosity.
Generations of Faith

Our next Generations of Faith gathering will be next Sunday, February 15th (Meatfare Sunday —
M'aconycmna HedinA.) There will be one Liturgy that day followed by a potluck and the learning
session in which we will explore the meaning of the Great Fast. The Great Fast starts with
Forgiveness Vespers on February 22™. All are encouraged to come and participate.



Forgiveness Sunday
On Sunday, February 22nd there will be a “Cheezey Potluck” following the 10 AM Liturgy. This
is the last opportunity to enjoy dairy products before the Great Fast begins. Please bring a dish
(ideally meatless) to share with others. Immediately following the potluck we will celebrate
Forgiveness Vespers in the church to open the Great Fast. This is a beautiful opportunity to greet
the fast in a meaningful way — through mutual forgiveness.

Pastoral Council Elections
Elections to the Pastoral Council will be held on the 4th Sunday in March. Nominations for the 3
elected positions will begin on the 1st Sunday in March. Names of nominees will be printed in
the 2 subsequent bulletins before the election on March 22nd.

Donation letters
Donation Letters for 2008 income tax purposes are availble in the church hall beginning Today.
Any letters not picked up by February 16th will be mailed.

1° All Souls Saturday
Saturday, February 14th is the first All Souls Saturday. On that day, there will be a Divine Liturgy
for all our beloved departed followed by a Panakhyda. Please write the names of all those you
wish to be remembered and place in the basket in the back of the church today.

Liturgical Schedule The Holy Mystery of Crowning (Marriage): The
(unless otherwise noted in the bulletin): couple must contact the Pastor at least 6
Saturday Evening Vespers: 6:00 pm months prior to the desired date of marriage
Sundays 8:00 AM (English) and before scheduling anything related to the
10:00 AM (Ukrainian) crowning (including the reception.) Couples

o must participate in pre-marriage catechesis.

Holyday Vigil: 7:00 PM

Holyday Liturgy: 10:00 AM The Holy Mystery of Holy Anointing of the Sick:
Please inform the Pastor of anyone in need of
Other Services as announced in Bulletin anointing or anyone homebound and unable to

The Holy Mystery of Reconciliation attend Liturgy or receive Holy Eucharist.

(Confession): Sundays from 7:30 to 7:45 AM | catechesis: Contact the Pastor.

and 9:30 to 9:45 AM and also by appointment.
Cantors: Vladimir Bachynsky, Luke Miller and
The Holy Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, | Olena Bankston

Chrismation and Holy Eucharist): Parents must
make arrangements with the Pastor at least 3
months prior to Initiation. Adults seeking to be
initiated must undergo a period of instruction
(Catechumenate.)




A PRODIGAL SON AND A GOOD FATHER

In reading and learning the Holy Gospels, we find that children are a great
blessing and gift from God. “Like olive trees planted around the home, so are
grandchildren the window for the elderly,” says the Psalmist. The Prophets Isaiah
and Hosea portray fathers and mothers in a wonderful manner, saying that
through their tenderness, love and patience they teach their children how they
should live. They depict the joy and happiness which parents feel when they have
children. Christ speaks of children with tender love: “Trust Me when | tell you that
whoever does not accept the kingdom of God as a child will not enter into it” (Lk.
18, 17).

We do not deny the fact that, as children grow up, they often bitterly
disappoint us with their egotism and unreasonable expectations. They test our
patience and often bring us grief and sleepless nights. And, unfortunately, at that
time, parents receive no support. When children follow the prodigal path,
parents are likely to hear: “They are your children, your problem. You should
have raised them better.” Is this a just response? No! In accordance with the
teachings of the Holy Gospel, the family is the foundation upon which is built a
community, a society, a nation. All of us —the community, the society, the nation
- are responsible for our children and our youth. Special responsibility for our
children rests with the schools and youth organizations. We have the right and
the responsibility to ask: What do the schools and youth organizations provide
for our children? Where do they lead them? Do they increase spiritual
awareness, or do they decrease it? When we find it difficult to understand the
behavior of our children, of the younger generation; when we ask ourselves why
our children are not like us when we were their age; when it seems that there is a
great chasm between the younger and older generations, let us remember the
parable about the Prodigal Son. This is the story of a young man who caused
great grief to his good and self-sacrificing father. But the father did not forget his
responsibility. When the Prodigal returns to his father’s house seeking
forgiveness, his father greets him with happiness: “He ran out to meet him, threw
his arms around his neck and kissed him.”

We must treat our youth in the same manner. They are all our children. Let us
bless them, show them the right road and forgive them as today’s Holy Gospel
teaches us.



BNYAHWUINA CUH | AOBEPUI BATBKO

Yutatoum 1 Bmsyatoumn Ceate MNMncbmo, My aisHaemoOCA, WO AiTH, - ue Bennke boxe
6narocnoBeHHs, AiTH - ue aap boxuii. ,, Ak onuskosi depesa, 3acadxceHi 008K0aAA MB0O20
CmMosa, MaK BHYKU € BIKHOM 09 cmap w U x 8 iKom”, - Ka X e ncaimoniseub.
Mpopoku Icana, Ocia B 4yaoBuin crnocib 306paKytoTb Ham 6aTbKiB i maTepis, wWo 3
HidKHICTIO, TepnenmsicTio, N060B’I0 HaB4YalOTb AiTen, AK im Tpeba KUTU. BOHM
3MaNbOBYIOTb BigyyTTA pafocTi M WACTA, AKe CN/IMBAE Ha 0aTbKiB, WO A3l0Tb MKUTTA
Aitam Ta 36inbwyoTb poauHy. Tomy XpUCTOC rOBOPUTb NPO AiTel CNOBaMM HiXKHOI
nobosi. BiH cTaBuTb AWTMHY nepen HApOAOM i Kaxke: ,,IcmuHHO Kaxcy eam: Xmo
Llapcmea Boxcozo He npulime, AK OumuHa - He 8sgilioe 0o Hbo2o” (/1k. 18, 17).

He 3anepeuyemo ¢aKTy, WO KOAM AiTU NiAPOCTAlOTb, TO YaCOM FiPKO PO34apoBYOTb
Hac CBOIM €roi3amMoMm, Hepo3yMHMMW AomaraHHAMKW. BoHW cTaloTb AnAa  Hac
BMNPob6OBYBAHHAM Halwoi TepnennmsocTi. Yacom BOHM NPUHOCATb CMYTOK, HeaoCnaHi
Houi. OaHaK, Halbinbl NPUKPMM € Te, WO B TOM Yac 6aTbKM Hi Big KOro He matoTb
nigaTpumKkn. Konm x aitm 3inayte Ha 6ayaHy gopory, ToAi poAavyam AOBOAMTLCA YYTH
cnosa: ,,Lle Bawi aitk, ue Baw Kaonit, ue byna Bawa cnpaBa Aobpe BMXOBATU AUTUHY”.
Yn ue cnpaseannso? Hi! bo, 3rigHO 3 HaByaHHAM CsATOoro lMcbma, poguMHa — TO
LernnHa, 3 AKoi byayeTbcA HapoA, CnibHOTA, rpomaga. Tomy MM BCi, Wina rpomasa,
Linnii Hapopd Hecemo BignoBiAanbHICTb 3a HawMX AiTel, 3a Hawy monoab. Ocobaunea
BiANOBIAANbHICTb 3@ HAWMX AiTeN NEXUTb Ha LWKOAI, OpraHisauiax, AKi onikytoTbcs
mosnogat. Mu maemo npaBo i 060B’A30K NOCTAaBUTU MUTAHHA: WO LWKOAA | MONOAIKHI
opraHisauii AatoTb HaWMMm AitTaMm? Kyam BoHM ix npoBaaaTb? Y1 BOHM NiAHOCATb AyXOBHE
XKUTTA MONOAI, YN MOXKE MOro 3HWMKYIOTL? OTXKe, KON HaM TAXKKO 3PO3YMITU BUUHKMK
HalmMX AiTen, Monoaoi reHepadii, Konu Mn NUTAaemo cebe, YoMy Halli AiTU He € TaKUMM,
AKUMU BYIM MM B MOJIOAI POKM, KOAM HaM 3[43ETbCA, WO CbOrOAHI MiX Tapwum i
MOJIOALINM NOKOJIHHAMM yTBOpMAaaca rnmboKa npipsa 3raganMmo XpuUcToBy NpUTYy nNpo
bayaHoro cuHa. Lle — icTtopia monopoi NoAMHKU, AKa CBOEMY A06pOMy, NOBHOMY
camonocBaTM  6aTbKOBi, cnpuyMHUNa 6inb. Ane 6atbko He3abyBaB  CBOEI
Bi4NOBIAANBHOCTI, TOMY, KON HOPOBWUCTUM CWH, LIYKAOYM MNPOLLEHHSA, BEPHYBCA 40
6aTbKiBCbKOro AOMY, BiH NPUMHAB MOro 3 padicTio. 3a c10amu XpUCTOBOT NpUTuI: ,,BiH,
3munocepouswucs, nobiz, Ha wuto Gomy KUHyscsA i noyinyseas io2o”.

Mun He MOXXemoO iHaKLWe nocTynaTMm 3 Hawokw monogato. BoHwm BCi -Hawi Aitwn.
Bnarocnosimo ix, NOKa3ymmo im npasuibHy A0pory XuTTa. Mpowanmo ix, 60 Tak HaBYae
npoynTaHe CboroaHi EsaHrenie.



YKpaiHcoka Kamonuybka MNMapagia Mamepi boxcoi Heycmaro4yoi lMNomoui
LlepkBa CaaToro Mpopoka it Mpeateun MoaHa Xpectutens
CeaTtunHa CeaToro Mukonas, Apxmenuckona Mip Jlikincekoro, YygoTtsopusa

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjiohnthebaptizer.org

Mapox: o. AkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Cyril, Equal to the Apostles and Teacher of the Slavs

Bccause their father was an officer in a part of Greece inhabited by many Slavs, the two
Greek brothers, Saints Cyril and Methodius, ultimately became missionaries, teachers and patrons
of the Slavic peoples. After a brilliant course of studies, Cyril (called Constantine until he became a
monk) refused the governorship of a district such as his brother had accepted among the
Slavic-speaking population. He withdrew to a monastery where his brother Methodius had become
a monk after some years in a governmental post.

A decisive change in their lives occurred when the Duke of Moravia (present-day Czech
Republic) asked the Eastern Emperor Michael for political independence from German rule and
ecclesiastical autonomy (having their own clergy and liturgy). Cyril and Methodius undertook the
missionary task. Cyril’s first work was to invent an alphabet, still used in some Eastern Liturgies.
His followers probably formed the Cyrillic alphabet (for example, modern Ukrainian and Russian)
from Greek capital letters.

Together they translated the Gospels, the Psalms, Paul’s letters and the liturgical books into
Slavonic, and composed a Slavonic Liturgy. That and their free use of the vernacular in preaching
led to opposition from the German clergy. The bishop refused to consecrate Slavic bishops and
priests, and Cyril was forced to appeal to Rome. On the visit to Rome, he and Methodius had the joy
of seeing their new Liturgy approved by Pope Adrian II. St. Cyril, long an invalid, died in Rome 50
days after taking the monastic habit.
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