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FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST— MARCH 29, 2009

SAINT MARY OF EGYPT
Tone 5
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 30 — APRIL 5, 2009

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 6:30 PM — LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
FRIDAY, APRIL 3 6:30 PM — LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 4 LAZARUS SATURDAY

9:00 AM ¥ AGNES PRUDEN

6:00 PM — GREAT VESPERS & LYTIA FOR FLOWERY SUNDAY
SUNDAY, APRIL 5 10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

Pastoral Council Elections
Elections to the Pastoral Council will be held today after the 10:00 AM Liturgy.
Nominees so far are: Frank Avant, Volodymyr Bachynsky, Roman Drogobytsky, Tatiana
Drogobytsky, Olga Fedunyak, Luke Miller, Lubomyra Yoldas.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
During the Great Fast the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is offered on Wednesdays
and Fridays at 6:30 PM. Each Friday following the Presanctified Liturgy there is a
Lenten Meal and a Spiritual Talk/Discussion.

The schedule for Great And Holy Week is available in the back of the church in case you
missed the insert from a previous bulletin.

Envelopes are available in the back of the church for donations to help defray the cost
of flowers for Pascha.

Cards for sale
Easter Cards and Birthday Cards are available for sale in the church hall following each
Divine Liturgy. See Mary Kitt to purchase.

-2 Remember in your prayers <<

Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in
hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in
our community. Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus,
Susie Boyko, Sonia Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken
McDonald, Sophia Skop, and Walter & Isabella Bachynsky, Myra Heltsley,
John Heltsley II, John Pasichny, Nadia Haywas. Please let Fr. James
know if there is anyone who should be added to this list.




Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
: Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and
% friends who are actively serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke
=== and Slavamira Haywas, Elizabeth Heltsley, Oksanna Hirniak, Michael
V§ Lopes, Paul Richelmi and Brian Tuthill. Please give any names of
those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to Fr. James.

Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale
Next Sunday, April 5th will be our annual Pre-Pascha Pancake Brunch and Bake
Sale.

Generations of Faith — Preparation for Great and Holy Friday
Our next Generations of Faith gathering will be next Sunday, April 5th (Flowery
Sunday — Keimna Hedins.) There will be one Liturgy that day followed by the
Pancake Brunch and the learning session in which we will explore the meaning
of Great and Holy Friday — Benuka 'amHuys.

Lazarus Saturday
“Your voice, O Lord, destroyed the kingdom of Hades, and by the power of Your
word, You raised Lazarus from the tomb after four days. He became the saving
pre-figurement of the resurrection...” (Stichera from the Saturday of Lazarus)

Almost every week of the Great Fast has its special liturgical features. The same
must be said of its Saturdays and Sundays which are dedicated to some event in the life
of Jesus Christ, His Most Holy Mother and the Church or the Saints.

The special characteristic of the sixth week of the Forty Days Fast is that it
spiritually prepares us for two great and glorious events in the life of Jesus Christ: the
resurrection of Lazarus from the dead, to which are dedicated the Saturday before Palm
Sunday, and the triumphal entry into Jerusalem of our Lord Jesus Christ, which the
Church celebrates on Flowery Sunday.

The Week of Flowery Sunday

In our liturgical books this week bears the name - the week of flowers, palms (i.e., palm
branches), or blossom-bearing week. The dominant theme of the services of this week is the
ending of the Great Fast and the preparation of the faithful for the great miracle of the raising of
Lazarus from the dead and Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Flowery Sunday.

Strictly speaking, the Great Fast ends on the Friday of this week. The Saturday of Lazarus is
outside the scope of the Great Fast. That this is a concluding service is evident when on Friday
we sing in the stichera of Vespers: “Having completed the Forty Days Fast for the benefit of our
souls, permit us, O Lover of mankind to also see the holy week of Your Passion, so that during
this week we may glorify Your majesty and Your incomprehensible Providence regarding us as
we sing with one mind and heart: Glory to You, O Lord!”



HIACTA BIYHE

dkiB i Hoan, JIBa Opatu 3aBejeeBi, ka3zanu: ,3804b HAM.., Wo6 Mu cudiau 00UH
npasopyy, dpyauti snisopyu eid Tebe & Teoill caasi” (Mp. 10, 37). Ko 3ayMaeMoch Tak Haf,
ixHIM NpoxXaHHAM, NPUHAEMO [O BHUCHOBKY, L0 TYT TaKOX 3yCcTpidyaeMochb i3 JBoMa
JIOAbMHY, AKi 6y He3aZ0BOJIEH] 3i CBOrO CTAaHOBHILA, 31 CBOr0O CIOCOOY »KUTTH, U TOMY
HaMmaranucsi HWoro 3MiHUTU. BoHM Oaxkanu migmykaTd cobi Kpaile, Oigbll mifXoxe,
KOPHUCHIillle ¥ c/jaBHillle CTaHOBUIe HDX Te, IO HOro Maau. fAKuo AyMaeMo mpo Te, U
NOpiBHAEMO iX 3 00010, TO MyCMMO CKa3aTH, 0 MU TPOXU MOAIOHI A0 HUX. MU TakoxX
Jly»KedJacTo € He3aJ0BOJIEHI 3 HALIOTO >KUTTH, 3 HALIOTO J0OMY, aBTa, 3 Me6JIiB, a TO 1 i3
HAIIOT0 MY’Ka, )KIHKH 4 3 JjiTel. B TakMx BUNajKax MU 3BUYAalHO OPIBHIOEMO cebe 3 TUMU
JIIO/IbMH, SIKi MalOTh bi/ibllie MailHa Hi>k MU, ab0 >KUBYTb BUCTABHille SIK MHU.

HeMae B cBiTi nisikom mwacaupoi JroguHu. Yomy? Bo oni 3eMHi f06pa, X04 64 He 3HATb
CKIZIbKM 1X MU Haj6alu, He MOXYTb 3aJ0BOJUTH HAIIOTO0 HEHACUTHOIO cepld. 3rafaiiMo
c/10Ba CB. ABTYCTHHA, IKMH BUCKA3ye€ OLI0 IpaBAy ciaoBaMu: ,, Tu comeopus meHe das Cebe i
HecnokiliHe Mo€ cepye, axc doku He cnouuHe 8 To6i, o Boxce!” 1 Tax BoHO aiiicHo €. Tocrogn
bor corBopuB Hac gna Cebe, # ToMy MM NnpsAMyeMo A0 Hboro, Ta mpoTAroM Hamoro
TY3eMHOTO0 XXUTTSA MU TAroTieMo fo Heoro, 60 BiH € Hamoo ocTaTOYHOIO METOI M HAILIOI0
BiYHOIO Haropogzolo. Bxke B MoMeHTI Haworo 3a4aTTd, BiH nokJaB y Halle ceplLe IyYKaHHA
3a HumM, 3a BiuHUM, 6€3MeXHUM IIacTAM. ToMy Hi4Oro JUBHOTO, L0 OLi 3eMHIi, CKiHUeHi
peui i f06pa Hiik HE MOXYTb 3a0BOJIMTU Hauloro cepusd. Jlo ABox 6paTiB 3aBefeiB, Kaxe
Icyc: ,,Bu cami He 3Haeme npo ujo npocume!” (Mp. 10, 38). Tak camo i1 MU He 3HAEMO, YOTO
IIYKAEMO, KOJIM CUJIKYEMOCh OCATHYTH (3aKiH4eHHs 3 1-of cmop.) macTs TyT, Ha 3eMJi — 60
macTd, TO6TO NOBHOIO MAIMCHOrO macTa — TYT HeMae. BoHo xk/e Ha Hac, mic/a1a cMepTH, B
ApyroMmy cBiTi. Halle 3eMHe »XUTTA — L€ TiJIbKM MaHJpiBKa, NpAMYyBaHHA L0 MeTH, [0
Bora, no 3ayku 3 Hum, 60 Tiibku B HboMy JsirojuHa MoxKe 3HaWTH nmoBHe wacTs. Tox
nepecTaHbMO 6axaTH cob6i OLMX 3eMHUX NPOMUHAIOUUX i6p, NepecTaHbMO IYKATH TibKU
3a [MMU ¥ HAaKONMMYYBaTH iX, 60 BOHU HAC He 3a/J0BOJIbHATD.

»bo de meiii ckap6, mam 6yde iti meoe cepye” (M. 6,21). [Ipo L0 npaBAy MU B3Ke 3HAEMO
3 HALIOTO BJIACHOTO A0CBiAy. bo fKI0 B Hac € fKach Jito6a pidy, TO MU Hew JIIOOYEMOCh
LIJINK Yac, a 9K yTpaTUMo ii, To M1 HemacHi. Tak caMo, Ak 6yeMo MaTH Hall ckap6 y bora B
Hebi, 6yZileMo 4acTo ceplieM IpHU HbOMY, H YTilIalOUUCh HUM, 3a06yleM0 PO BCAKY HELO0JII0
¥ JIMX0, 10 IX J0BOAWUTHCA HaM MepeKUBaTH.

A gk ocArHyTH TOH ckapb6 Ha Hebi, kaxke HaM Xpuctoc ['ocnojb Take: ,AKujo xoueuw
yeiiimu & scumms, dodepycytl 3anogideii” (MT. 19, 17). Yomy? Bo BoHU 06’ABASAIOTbL HaM
BoJII0 Hamoro TBOpIA, AKMI BUMarae Bij Hac, mo6 Mu Horo ciyxaau i uum sacays>ku/au co6i
B Hboro BiuHe macts. Tox cayxailMo nopajau Hamoro Cnacutesis, 36upaimMo cobi ckap6u
Jo6pux Zia Ha Hebi. A pobuMo Lie, KosHu 36epiraemo Boxi 3anoBiji, BUKOHYIOUHU [IUM Horo
Boxy Bosto. TUM cnoco6oM He JMlle CA0BaMH, aje TaKOX AiaMU TBOPUMO Te, PO 110
npocumo B ['ocnioznilt MonuTBi: ,Hexaill cesmumucs im’s Teoe. Hexali nputide Llapcmeo Teoe,
Hexatl 6yde gou Teos, sik Ha He6i mak i Ha 3emai” (MT. 6, 9¢).



ETERNAL HAPPINESS

The two brothers of Zebedee, James and John, said: “See to it that we sit, one at
Your right and the other at Your left, when You come into Your glory” (Mk. 10, 37).
When we think about their request, we come to the conclusion that they were two
people dissatisfied with their circumstances and manner of life and wanted to
change it. They wanted to find something better, more appropriate, more beneficial
and more glorious than what they had. We must say that, in many respects, they are
just like us. We also are often dissatisfied with our life, with our house, car,
furniture, our husband, wife or children. In these circumstances, we often compare
ourselves with people who have more wealth or live more lavishly than we do.

In this world, there is no person who is completely happy. Why? For earthly
riches, no matter how many we acquire, cannot satisfy our insatiable heart. Let us
recall the words of St. Augustine: “You created me for Yourself and my heart is
restless until it rests with You, O Lord!” And that’s the way it truly is. The Lord God
created us for Himself and that is why we are drawn to Him throughout our earthly
existence, for He is our final goal and our eternal reward. From the moment of our
conception, He placed in our heart the desire to find Him and His eternal, boundless
happiness. So, it is not surprising that these earthly, finite things cannot satisfy our
hearts. Jesus says to Zabedee’s two brothers: “You do not know what you are asking!”
(Mk. 10, 38). We, also, do not know what it is we are looking for when we seek
happiness in this world, for full and true happiness does not exist here. It awaits us,
after death, in the next world. Our earthly life is just a journey aimed towards God,
to union with Him, for only in Him can we find complete happiness. Let's stop
wanting and striving for these earthly, transient possessions for they will not satisfy
us.

“Where your treasure is, there also is your heart” (Mt. 6, 21). We know this is true
from our own experience. If we have something we truly love and then lose it we are
truly unhappy. In the same way, if our treasure is with God in heaven, our hearts will be
constantly with that treasure and we will be comforted by this. We will forget about the
unhappiness and misfortune that we go through in this life. Jesus Christ tells us how to
achieve this treasure: “If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments” (Mt. 19,
17). Why? For they reveal to us the will of our Creator, Who requires of us that we listen
to Him and, in this way, we will earn His eternal happiness. Let us listen to our Savior.
Let us accumulate the treasure of good deeds in heaven. We do this when we keep God’s
commandments, thus fulfilling His will. Not just with words, but with deeds, will we find
that which we ask of God in the Lord’s Prayer: “Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”.



YKpaiHcoka Kamonuybka MNMapagia Mamepi boxcoi Heycmaro4yoi lMNomoui
LlepkBa CaaToro Mpopoka i MpeaTteun MoaHa Xpectutena
CeaTnHA CeaToro Mukonas, Apxmenuckona Mip Jlikincekoro, YygoTtsopusA

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjiohnthebaptizer.org

Mapox: 0. AkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Suint Mary of Egypt

On the Filth Sunday of the Great Fast. the Feast of St. Mary of Lgypt is commemorated.
Many legends surround her life and conversion experience. The more popular ones speak of Mary
v in Alexandria. Duri

chose to lead a selfish hife of sin. Once on an excursion to

rvouth, she was very rich and beautiful.

as one leading a carcer of infi

She did not believe in God ‘m.J
Jerusalem. she had noticed throngs of pilgrims entering the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
Curious to join the attractions, Mary tried to enter the church. bur was prevented by some

mysterious force.

Reflecting upon her sinful life. Mary began to wonder if her sinful life was the cause [or
preventing her enwance into the church. At that moment. she became aware of the Ieon of the
Mother of God which had been above the entrance of the church. Filled with compunetion of

heart. she cried for her many sins.

1

Mary sought a life of repentance for her wicked past by entering the desert. There she
lived for nearly ’{ij’l\' }'m rs. willfully depriving herselt of all comlorts of life. W hll; in lhr, desert.
one day she met a priest named Zosimus. She asked him to bring the Holy Eucharist to her on Holy
Thursday. Joy and peace overcame her upon the reception of the Ikidmmt and she prayved the
Prayer of St. Simeon: "Now you may dismiss your servant in peace. O Lord. For my eyes have

seen vour Salvation.”™

tern Christian Bulletin Service — PO Box 3909 irfax. VA 22038-3909 www.echulletin.com Phone: 703-691-8862 — Fax: 703-691-0513



