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Icon of the Ointment-Bearing Women



SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
FESTAL TONE

Xpucmoc Bockpec! Christ is Risen!
Boicmuny Bockpec! Truly He is Risen!

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR WEEK OF APRIL 27 — MAY 3
Monday, April 27 — Friday, May 1
NO DIVINE LITURGY
Saturday, May 2
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy Natalia Loznycky; Req: Bill & Darlene Loznycky
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sunday, May 3
8:00 AM Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners
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FR. JAMES WILL BE AWAY...
Fr. James will be in Chicago this week for the Eparchial Chrism Conference and Clergy Days.
In case of an emergency please contact either Fr. Robert Pipta of Holy Angels Byzantine
Catholic Church at (858) 277-2511 or Fr. Sabba Shofany of St. Jacob Melkite Catholic Mission
at (619) 410-7868 (cell).

Cards for sale
Various Greeting Cards are available for sale in the church hall following each Divine Liturgy. See
Mary Kitt to purchase.

Pysanky still available
There are still a few pysanky available for purchase. These are from large goose eggs and are very
beautiful. See Mary Kitt.

Parish Rummage Sale
There will be a rummage sale this Spring to benefit the parish. It will feature a special Ukrainian
craft section! We will start accepting donations two weeks prior to the event. Date: to be
announced. Volunteers are needed. Please contact Olena Bankston at (619) 567-6967.

A Reminder about Standing on all Sundays and from Pascha to Pentecost

This is not an innovation, rather it is the explicit reiteration of a long tradition and teaching of the
early church about the nature of the celebration of the Lord’s Day (i.e. Sunday.) This proscription
of the church dates from the time of the (Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (325 AD.) There was a
divergence in practice in various places and the church identified the need to emphasize the
resurrectional character of the Lord’s Day. The fact that an (Ecumenical Council discussed and
eventually issued a Canon (rule) on this subject shows the importance in the eyes of the church
fathers. Canon 20 of the Council states: Since there are some communities that still bend their
knees on the Lord's Day and on the days of Pentecost, this Holy Council decrees that the
common prayers (i.e., at Liturgy) are to be rendered to God standing.



-2 Remember in your prayers <<

Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are ailing, are in —
hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our
community. Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus, Susie Boyko,

Sonia Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Xenia Moore
Sophia Skop, and Walter & Isabella Bachynsky, Myra Heltsley, John Heltsley II,

Nadia Haywas. Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone who should be added

to this list.

Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
: Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are
&: actively serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas,
\’:\i Elizabeth Heltsley, Oksanna Hirniak, Michael Lopes, Paul Richelmi and Brian
:’;\§ Tuthill. Please give any names of those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to
Fr. James.

Mark your calendars!
On Sunday, May 10, we will celebrate Mothers’ Day with a special Luncheon following
the Divine Liturgy. The women will not be allowed in the kitchen since the Luncheon
will be prepared and served by the Gentlemen of the parish! There will be one Divine
Liturgy that day so that we can all celebrate that essential role in the Christian Family —
the Mother. (Don’t worry Fathers... your day is coming on June 21!)

Spring Cleaning day for the men
We have lots of odd jobs around the church that need the brawn of our Gentlemen. The
tentative date for this event is next Saturday, May 2.

April 30, 2009, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. San Diego Museum of Man’s Tower After

" ) Hours™ celebrates one of Eastern Europe’s most fascinating and

« I acclaimed countries. The vivid music and dance of Ukraine

11 captures the exuberance and soul of the Ukrainian people. As part

1 of the Museum’s ongoing series on San Diego’s vibrant ethnic

JO communities, this Tower After Hours™ celebration will showcase

ﬁW/‘ an array of regional food and drinks, courtesy of the House of

AFTER IWOURS ykraine, and pay tribute to the country’s spectacular performing

arts. Come treat yourself to the rich culture of Ukraine! For information, call 619-

239-2001. $10 members, $15 students and military, $20 non-members.(Includes
food and beverages.) Families are welcomed.

Thank You to all those who made last week’s Sviachenne meal such a
pleasant celebration. Your dedication and hard work are truly appreciated.




HEJL/IA MHPOHOCHIIb

CborozHi LlepkBa 3HOBY A0Opy4Ya€ HaM YUTATH EBaHreJsi€ Npo BeJUKY U pajlicHy NoJit0
XpHUCTOBOTr0 BOCKpeciHHA. EBaHresIMcT MapKo po3Kasye, 110 3paHKy, KOJIU 11ie 6yJI0 TeMHO,
TPU KIHKH, MOCHIIIHOK XOJOK WIJIM BY3BKMMH, KPYTHUMH BYJULAMHU Epycanaumy.
[IpoBigHUuLeo 6ysaa Mapias MarganvHa, KOTpa BMHBaJa C/JAb03aMHd XPUCTOBI HOTU U
BUTHpaJa ix BoJsioccsaM, i ika nmoTiM Ha ropi ['osrodi, crossa mig xpectom. Jpyroto KiHKOO
6ysa Mapisa, matu anoctoJiB flkoBa i IBaHa, a TpeThboto — CoJioMis, 10 HajeXxasaa A0
XpUCTOBUX YYE€HULb, fAasieKa cBoA4YKa Mapii, MaTepi Xpucra.

€BaHresucT [BaH po3ka3ye Npo 3BOPYILJIMBY MO0 MOABUA BOCKpecsaoro Xpucra Mapil
MarpanuHi. [IpaBronozi6Ho, mo ToAi, Koau ii moApyru mobirad mo amoctoJiiB, Mapis
MaranuHa 3aaumunacs 6i1s rpo6y. [it 3’aBusca XpucToc. Cepiny BoHa Horo He BrisHasa,
asie MO0HHO sIK XpUCTOC HasBaB il mo iMeHi, Kaxyuu: , Mapie”, il oui Bigkpuaucs, i BoHa,
npunaBlK o0 XpUCTOBUX HIir, kpukHyJa: ,Yuumear!”. Toai Xpucroc AaB i JOpy4yeHHS:
,Hou do moix 6pamis i ckaxcu im, wo A tidy do Mozo Omys i eawozo Omys, boza eawozo i
Moezo”.

OTxe, anren 'ocnoaHil, a noTtiM i Cam Xpuctoc nocusae xiHok go CBOiX y4HiB, nepej,
TUM, K IM ABUThCcA. lle BaxxaIMBUUN $akT, mo XpucToc BUGHPAE KIHOK, 06K BOHU HECIHU
paZicHy BicTKy amoctoJsiaM, My>k4uMHaM. ;KiHKHA CHOBILAIOTh anoCTOJIiB PO BOCKPECIHHA
Xpucra i, o XpucToBe nepeGyBaHHA Ha 3eMJIi He Oy/e BiuHe, 1[0 BOHO 3aKiHYMThLCA Moro
BO3HECIHHSIM Ha He60. Mapia MarpganuHa i ii moApyru Maju, OT:Ke, po3BifiTU yci CyMHiBU
04,0 XpUCTOBOTO BOCKPECiIHHS, SIKi MOTJIM B HUX Oy TH.

Bepyuu fio yBaru neil ¢akt, Hexall 6yae Bifomo BciM HaM, mo CeaTe [lucemo HoBoro
3aBiTy BUpa3HO MiKpeC/IoE, 110 B AiJi cnaciHHA KiHKU BifjirpaloTh BaxK/IKUBY poJib. Hexait
6yae BCiM HaM BifjoMo, 10 XpUCTOC, IKMU KUB B NMaTpiapxaJbHOMY CYCHiJIbCTBI, BUSIBUB
nowaHy A0 »kiHok. BiH, npaBguBuil bor i npaBauBuil Yo/10BiK, poAUBCA SIK AUTHUHA Bij
JKIHKH, X04a Mir 6yB IBUTHUCS HaM AOPOCJIOK JIIOAWHOW. BiH, 060poHA0YM KiHOK, NiAHIC
noApyxoksa A0 rifHocti CBaTol TallHU i BUKJIIOYAE 3 MOAPYXOKSA PO3JIy4eHHH, sIKi AyxKe
4acTO NPUHUXKYIOTh i po6JIsITh HElllaCHOO iHKy. MU He 3HaxoguMo B CBATOMY €BaHresii
Hi 0JHOT0 CJIOBA, siKe 6 06e3LiHIBaJIO XKiHKY, a60 cTaBUJIO il HUXKUE Bif yoJsioBika. HaBnaky,
XpucToBe HaBYaHHSA I'OJIOCUTH, 110 KiHKa € BOKKUM CTBOPIHHAM, PIBHUM MY>KYHHI.

KiHKM cbOrofHi NMOBUMHHI PATYBAaTHU 4YOJOBIKIB BiJi MOBEHI HOBITHbOIO NOTAHCTBAQ,
peJiriiiHoi 6ali1y?>K0OCTi, HEMOPaJbHOCTI, HOT0Hi 32 MaTepisiIbHUMH, 3eMHUMHU J0CTATKaAMMHU.
JKiHKM NMOBMHHI JOKJIAcTH BCiX 3yCHUJb, IOOW KOJMCh, K NPUHJAE Yac CTaTH iM Iepej,
BCEMOI'YYUM borom, BOHM NpUUILAM 3 6aTbKaMH, CHHaMH, 4Y0JIOBiKaMU, IKUX BpPATYBaJIU
CBOIMM 4YeCHOTaMHU Ta CBATIicTH. Lle - xKiHOYa cnpaBa nepeMoOrTH CBIT He Ppi3UUHOI0 CHUJIOIO,
ajie anocCTo/JbCbKUMU fAinamMu. Taka Boxa Bosia i 6axkanHa Hawoi LlepkBy, ujobu yepes
JlOOpUX i CBATUX KIHOK BPATYBaBCA CBIT.



SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN

Today’s Gospel reading relates the great and joyful event of Christ’s
Resurrection. The Evangelist Mark tells us that early in the morning, just before
sunrise, three women quickly walked down the narrow, crooked streets of
Jerusalem. Mary Magdalena, who had washed Christ’s feet with her tears and dried
them with her hair and, later, had stood at the foot of His cross, led the way. Mary,
the mother of James and John, followed her and Solome, one of Christ’s students and
a distant relation of Mary, Christ’s Mother, brought up the rear.

The Evangelist John tells how the Resurrected Christ appeared to Mary
Magdalene. While her companions had gone to tell the apostles that they had found
Christ’s tomb empty, Mary Magdalene stayed behind. Christ appeared to her. At first
she did not recognize Him, but when He called her by name, she fell to her knees and
said: “Master!” Then Christ told her: “Go to my brothers and tell them [ am ascended
to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.”

First the angel of God sent the women to the apostles. Then Christ, Himself, sent
Mary Magdalene with a message to His disciples, before He appeared to them. This
is very significant, that Christ chose women to carry the joyful news of His
Resurrection to the apostles, to the men. Women tell the apostles of Christ’s
Resurrection and that His time on earth is short, that soon He will ascend to His
Heavenly Father. Mary Magdalene and her companions were to dispel any doubts
the apostles had about Christ’s Resurrection.

We should all be aware that the New Testament clearly emphasizes that women
play an important part in salvation. Christ, Who lived in a patriarchal society,
showed great respect to women. He, true God and true Man, was born of a woman
even though He could have appeared on this earth as a grown adult. He defended
women, raising marriage to a Holy Sacrament and denying the concept of divorce,
which often left women in dire circumstances. Nowhere in the New Testament do
we find any disrespect towards women or anything that would suggest that they
were inferior to men. Rather, Christ’s teaching tells us that women are also created
by God and are equal to men.

Women today should save men from the clutches of the new paganism, religious
indifference, immorality, pursuit of material possessions. Women have the power to
change the world, not through brute force but with apostolic actions. It is the Will of
God and the desire of the Church that these good and holy women save the world.



YKpaiHcoka KamonuybKa Mapaghia Mamepi boxcoi Heycmaroyoi lMomoui
LlepkBa CaaToro Mpopoka i MpeaTteun MoaHa Xpectutena
CeaTnHA CeaToro Mukonas, Apxmenuckona Mip Jlikincekoro, YygoTtsopusA

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjiohnthebaptizer.org

Mapox: 0. AkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Care, Self-giving, Love and Compassion

Durin g our Lord’s earthly ministry, devout and dedicated women often provided for
His needs and those of His apostles. When the end of His ministry arrived, these faithful
women remained loyal to their Master. They were among the witnesses to His crucifixion,
death and burial. Upon Jesus’ death on the cross, the women did not withdraw but lingered by
His lifeless body until it was placed in the new tomb supplied by Joseph of Arimathea. They
wanted to complete the rites of Jewish burial, which had been so hastily performed because of
the approaching Sabbath.

Along with the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary, these women tended to the needs of
our Lord out of their own resources, nurtured Him and remained with Him through both thick
and thin. Similarly, there are many unsung heroes who nurture us in the Faith, tend to our
needs, encourage us, and express their unconditional love for us throughout their lives.

May the selfless stewardship of the Myrrh-bearers continue to inspire us all in our
service to our Lord and others. And, we pray that through their intercessions Christ will
continue to bless us with an increase of faith, good health and happiness throughout our lives.
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