SunDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

lcon of Christ and the Samaritan Woman



SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
FEAST OF SIMON THE ZEALOT — APOSTLE
MOTHERS' DAY
FESTAL TONE

Xpucmoc Bockpec! Christ is Risen!
Boicmuny Bockpec! Truly He is Risen!

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR WEEK OF MIAY 11 — MIAY 17

Monday, May 11 — Sts. Cyril and Methodius — Apostles to the Slavs
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Saturday, May 16 — Venerable Father Theodore
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sunday, May 17 — Sunday of the Man Born Blind
8:00 AM Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners
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Mother’s Day Luncheon — All are Welcome!
Today we celebrate Mother’s Day with a special Luncheon following the Divine Liturgy.

Mother’s Day Rememberance
The Flowers for each mother today at the Liturgy are given in memory of Marsha
Lashchuk, the mother of Olga Miller.

A= e o> Remember in your prayers < <<«
Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are ailing, are in -
hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our \
community. Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus, Susie Boyko,
Sonia Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Xenia Moore
Sophia Skop, and Walter & Isabella Bachynsky, Myra Heltsley, John Heltsley II,
Nadia Haywas. Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone who should be added
to this list.

Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are
% actively serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas,
\;\§ Elizabeth Heltsley, Oksanna Hirniak, Michael Lopes, Paul Richelmi and Brian
Vw-\ Tuthill. Please give any names of those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to
Fr. James.



Parish Rummage Sale — May 30th
There will be a rummage sale on May 30 to benefit the parish. It will feature a special Ukrainian
craft section! We are now accepting donations. Volunteers are also needed. Please contact Olena
Bankston at (619) 567-6967.

IIpurapyeMo mo cToiMo miAYac MOAHTBH
koxH01 Hepiai i kosxHOrO0 AHA Bip Beankoans oo Hepiai IT'sarpecarauni

ITe He € HOBa BHUTapKa a BUpasHe IIOBTOPEHHS CTapOAABHOIO 3BMYAIO i IIOBYAHHS CTApOAABHOI
Ilepxsu npo npaBeaHe A0AepKyBaHHA ['ocnoanboro Ans (He,A,iAﬂ). ITe nosuanus me i3 Cobopy
Hixei (325p). Byau pisni 3Buuai B pisnux miceBocusax i Llepksa pimmaa Haroaocutn Xpucrose
Bockpecenns xoxxuol Heaiai. I1s cripaBa 6yaa taka Baxkausa mo Llepxosri OTui pimman Hapatu
3akoH. Kanon 20 kaxe: Tomyuwo € deski zpomadu wo we krskaromv 6 Hediro i 6 Oni
IT'smdecsmuuyi, yeii Ceamuii Cobop npozorowsye wjo 6 cniavniii mosumei  (Caywba Boxca)
morumoce bozosi cmoauu.

Sunday Collection: April 12, 2009:
Paschal Services $2006.00
Flower Donations: $175.00
Total: $2,181.00
Sunday Collection: April 19, 2009:
10:00 AM $708.00
Sviachenne $472.00
Total: $1,180.00
Sunday Collection: April 26, 2009:
8:00 AM $80.00
10:00 AM $978.00
Total: $1,058.00
Sunday Collection: May 3, 2009:
8:00 AM $225.00
10:00 AM $747.00
Total: $972.00




HEAIASL CAMAPAHKHN
»Cnpasucni nokronunuku noksonsmumymocs Omuyesi 8 Ayci i npasdi. A makux noKAOHHUKIB WyKae
co6i Omeyp”. 1li caoBa Cracurens, CKazaHi AO JKiHKH CaMapsIHKH, CTaHyTb IIPEAMETOM HALIOL
HUHIIIHbOI PO3MOBH.

€, 0TXKe , IMTAHHA : YU CIIPABAL AIOAH FIAYTD AO IJepKBU TOMY, IO BOHU OOSITBCS CMEPTIi, 4u
MOXKe XOUyTb 3yCTPiTUCS 3 mpusTesamu ? Ilepep TuM , Ik AQTH BIATIOBiAD Ha Ile IMTaHHS,
3aMUTANMO cebe, YOMy MU IPHILIAK AO LiepKBU? JOMy MU L{bOTO PAHKY B LlepKBi2

IITo6 Ham 6yao Aerme BiaoBicTH, 3arastbMo y Csite ITucsmo. Posroprim kuury Ilcaamis,
AKi HAITMCaB BeAMKHH Hpopok i moer map Aasup . Kumra IlcaamiB — e BakAMBa KHHTA.
BaxxauBoro BOHa € He AmIIe TOMY, IO rcaaMu — Iie MOAUTBU Craporo 3aBiTy, aAe TaKoX TOMY,
10 e OYB MOAUTOBHUK, 3 sIKOro Moanscs Ham Criacureas Xpucroc. [Tcaamn — 4ayaoBuii crroci6
noyuTaHHAa bora. B mamiit Aityprii, sika € HalBuIMM noyuTaHHAM bora, Mu criBaeMo B nepimomy
aHTHQOHI cTHXH Ticaama ,Bockauknime Tocnodesi, 6ca semas, cnisatime x imeni Hozo, siddaiime
caasy xeasi Hozo ... Bes semad wexaii noxionumvca To6i , nexail we cnisac imeni Teoemy,
Bcesuwniti”. Omxe , mcaamocmiBens AaBua,, a 32 HUM Hama AiTypris, sICHO 1 B 4yA0Buil croci6,
IOSICHIOE HaM , YoMy Mu € TyT B Llepksi.Mu siitmaucs TyT, mobu mpusHa Tu boxxy Beamy i
AocrorHicTh. CaMe B TOMY IIOASTa€ Hallle IIOYUTAHHS i TOKAOHIHHS Borosi.

Mu Busnaemo, mo I'ocnoab € Hamum TBopuem, mo Bin € Axxepeaom Hamoro xwurrs, Bin €
HamuM Borom. Mu aro6umo Horo, mu caasumo Moro, moxkaasseMocs PIOMy, MU ASIKYEMO I7IOMy.
Ie € saxpas 6OroMmOYUTAHHS, HOKAOHIHHA Borosi.

Mosxe, AexTO i3 Bac IPUMIIIOB CbOTOAHI AO IIEpPKBH , 60 6oiTbca CMepTi , MOXe , TOMY , IO
MOYYBAETHCA CAMOTHIM , MOXKe , IPUMIIOB AO IIePKBH TOMY, IIIO XO4Ye IMOMOAMTHUCS 3a IHIIOTO, a,
MO>Ke, e ¥ TOMY , II0 MAa€ KAOIIT.E COTHI pi3sHMX NPHYMH, sKi IpUBEAHM HAac A0 IepksH. Ti
NIPUYHUHA MOXYTb 6yTH ,A,o6pi 11 BOXAMBi, OAHAK, BOHU — APYTOpsAHi. ['0A0BHOIO mpuuMHOIO,
qoMy MU € TyT ,9oMy Mu mpuiiman Ha Cayx6y Boxy e 6axanus Biauyru B unepksi Boxy
MPUCYTHICTh i BU3HATH boxy Beamu , boxy aocroitHicTs . Mu NPUAIIAU AO LE€PKBH, mobu
IIOKAOHHUTHUCS BIYHOMY, BCEMOTY4OMY, MUAOCEpAHOMY Borosi.

Xpucroc xaxe: , ITpuiidimv do mene 6ci 6momAeni i 00msnceHi... spmo 60 moe Awbe i mazap miii
rezkuii” (M. 11, 30). Bin roopurb HaM npo bora, sx mpo wamoro Orns,a mMu — Horo
yaroOaeHi aitu . Temep mu cayxaemo Bora me Tomy ,mo Bin 3B’s3aB Hac 3akoHamu ,i 3a
HEBMKOHAHHS IX HaM rpo3uth Kapa.Hi!Mu cnosusemo Boxi 3akoHu, 60 BOHH € OaXaHHSIM
namoro He6ecnoro OTiis, skuii Hac AXOOUTD.

»Cnpasxcni noxaonnuxu Omuyesi nokaonsmumymocs 8 Ayci ti npasdi”’, — ckazaB X prcToc A0
CaMapsIHKU 1 TOBOPUTD AO Hac. XpHCTOC 3alpONTyBaB CaMapsHKY i 3allpOINIy€E HAaC YBiiTH B HOBE
SKUTTS, B XKUTTS cBOOiAHOI Bosxoi AuTHHY, sIKa KopuThcsa borosi He 3i cTpaxy, ase 3 AIODOOBI.



SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

“... Authentic worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth. Indeed, it is just such
worshipers the Father seeks.” These words of the Savior, spoken to a Samaritan woman, are the
premise of today’s discussion.

The question is: do people go to church because they are afraid of death, or, perhaps,
because they want to meet with their friends? Before answering the question, let us ask
ourselves: why have we come to church?

To make it easier for us to answer, let us look at the Holy Gospels. Let us open the book of
Psalms written by the great prophet and poet King David. The book of Psalms is an important
book because psalms are the prayers of the Old Testament and because this book served as a
prayer book from which our Savior Jesus Christ prayed. Psalms are a wondrous way of
worshiping God. In our Liturgy, which is the greatest worship of God, we sing in the first
Antiphon these words of a psalm: “Shout to the Lord, all the earth; sing now to His name, give glory
to His praise... Let all the world worship You and sing to You, let it sing to Your name, O Most High.”
The psalm of King David and our Divine Liturgy both clearly and wondrously explain to us why
we are in church today. We came here to acknowledge God’s greatness and worthiness. This is
where our worship and adoration of God comes from.

We know that the Lord is our Creator, that He is the Seed of our life. He is our God. We love
Him, glorify Him, adore Him and thank Him. This is what worship and adoration of God
consists of.

Perhaps some of you have come to church today because you fear death or feel lonely or,
perhaps, because you want to pray for the intention of another or because you have problems.
There are hundreds of reasons that bring us to church, some good and important, but still
secondary. The main reason we are here to participate in the Divine Liturgy is the desire to feel
God’s presence and acknowledge His greatness and worthiness. We came to worship the eternal,
almighty, merciful Lord.

Christ says: “Come to Me, all you who are weary and find life burdensome... for My yoke is easy
and My burden is light.” (Mat. 11, 30). He speaks of God as our Father, and tells us that we are
His beloved children. We listen to God not because He has tied us to Him with laws and
violating these laws will bring about severe punishment. No! We fulfill God’s commandments
because Our Heavenly Father, Who loves us, wants us to obey these laws.

“... Authentic worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth,” Christ says to the
Samaritan woman and to us. Christ invites the Samaritan woman and invites us to enter a new
life, the life of a free child of God who submits to God, not out of fear, but out of love.



Mothers in God's Service

Whether we are aware of it or not, we are all called to serve God. Whatever talents He
has given us, we should choose to use in the service of His glorification. One such talent is
the ability of a woman to care for the children she bears. She takes care of their physical
needs and also tries to promote what she herself perceives as a need to know God. To
women, God has given the wonderful mission of raising children, of building little temples
for Him, raising another generation inspired to praise God.

Orthodox Christians understand just how exalted motherhood is. Has God not willed
to be incarnate of a woman - Mary, the blessed offspring of aged Joachim and Anna? She
was found worthy to take part in the mystery of the incarnation, having perfected in her
soul purity, humility, obedience, silence, simplicity and a gentle disposition. She knew that
such is precious in the sight of God (I Pet. 3:4). And in the environment of her purity of
mind and speech, as well as her quiet comportment, she raised her holy Son with gentle
love and care. While she is unique in her holiness, she is absolutely beautiful in her
humanity.

To all who are called by God to motherhood, may it be granted not only to be worthy
servants of His chosen flock, but also to take part in raising that God-glorifying generation.
While God entrusts the leading to spiritual growth and development of virtues to many
people, including priests and godparents, He chooses women to serve Him in motherhood,
and we ought to understand that it is a holy calling. A woman worthy of being called
“mother” is also worthy of being deemed “martyr” because raising children is a great
sacrifice of self. Do not underestimate the serious and holy service you render when you
accept from God to raise the little ones He gives you.

BEING A MOTHER

After 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted me to take another woman out to dinner
and a movie. She said, 'l love you, but I know this other woman loves you and would
Love to spend some time with you.'

The other woman that my wife wanted me to visit was my Mother, who has been a
widow for 19 years, but the demands of my work and my three children had made it
possible to visit her only occasionally.

That night I called to invite her to go out for dinner and a movie. 'What's wrong, are
you well,' she asked? My mother is the type of woman who suspects that a late night call
or a surprise invitation is a sign of bad news.

‘I thought that it would be pleasant to spend some time with you,” I responded ‘just
the two of us.” She thought about it for a moment, and then said, ‘I would like that very
much.’



That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick her up I was a bit nervous. When I
arrived at her house, I noticed that she, too, seemed to be nervous about our date. She
waited in the door with her coat on. She had curled her hair and was wearing the dress
that she had worn to celebrate her last wedding anniversary. She smiled from a face that
was as radiant as an angel’s.

‘I told my friends that I was going to go out with my son, and they were impressed,’
she said, as she got into the car. ‘They can’t wait to hear about our meeting.’

We went to a restaurant that, although not elegant, was very nice and cozy. My mother
took my arm as if she were the First Lady.

After we sat down, I had to read the menu. Her eyes could only read large print.
Halfway through the entrees, I lifted my eyes and saw Mother sitting there staring at me.
A nostalgic smile was on her lips.

‘It was I who used to have to read the menu when you were small,” she said. ‘Then
it’s time that you relax and let me return the favor,” I responded...

During the dinner, we had an agreeable conversation nothing extraordinary but
catching up on recent events of each other’s life. We talked so much that we missed the
movie. As we arrived at her house later, she said, ‘I’ll go out with you again, but only if
you let me invite you.’ I agreed.

‘How was your dinner date?’ asked my wife when I got home. ‘Very nice, much
more so than I could have imagined,’ I answered.

A few days later, my mother died of a massive heart attack. It happened so suddenly
that I didn’t have a chance to do anything for her. Sometime later, I received an envelope
with a copy of a restaurant receipt from the same place Mother and I had dined. An
attached note said: ‘I paid this bill in advance. [ wasn’t sure that I could be there; but,
nevertheless, I paid for two plates - one for you and the other for your wife. You will
never know what that night meant for me. I love you, son’

At that moment, I understood the importance of saying in time: ‘I love YOU’ and to
give our loved ones the time that they deserve. Nothing in life is more important than
your family. Give them the time they deserve, because these things cannot be put off till
some ‘other’ time.

— Anonymous



YkpaiHcoka KamonuubKa lNMapagis Mamepi Boxcoi Heycmaroyoi lMomoui
LlepkBa CaaToro Mpopoka it Mpearteun MoaHa Xpectutens
CeaTnHA CeaToro Mukonas, Apxmenuckona Mip Jlikincekoro, YygoTtsopusA

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjiohnthebaptizer.org

Mapox: o. AkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Spreading the Good News

A'ﬁcr Our Lord spoke to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well, she left her water jar and
rushed to tell her townspeople to “Come and see someone who told me everything I ever did. Could
his be the Messiah?” On the strength of her testimony, many in the town believed in Jesus. After they
met Jesus and listened to Him, they were able to say to her, “Our faith no longer depends upon your
story. We have heard Him ourselves and we know that this is really the Savior of the world” (John 4:
42). The experience of the Samaritan woman was one of discovering and sharing. She discovered Our
Lord, and she joyfully shared her discovery with others. The townspeople were first attracted to Jesus
through the woman’s testimony. Then, through their own encounter with Him, they were convinced He
was the Savior of the World, the Messiah. The story of the Samaritan woman is a good example of how
Our Lord makes His message of salvation known, especially in the use of human instruments to “reach
out and touch the lives” of others. The mission of the Church is to bring God to people and people to
God. and to transform the world through the divine power of the teachings of Christ. The People of
God (the Church). which includes bishops, priests, deacons, religious and laity, are to be lights to others
by word. example and service. and lead others to God. We are called to light up this spiritually dark
world with the light of Christ, who is the Way, Truth and Life. We are called to be disciples and
missionaries of our Lord, to be instruments to bring His love and presence to those who need it. If we
love God and our neighbor, we want to share our love for God and our faith with others, just as the

Samaritan woman did Richon Michasl T Dudirk



