SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN
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May 15,2011
Sunday of the Paralytic

Festal Tone

ScHEDULE oF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK oF May 16 — May 22

MOoNDAY, MAY 16 - VENERABLE THEODORE
9:30 AM

= Joseph Bankston

SATURDAY, MAY 21 — CONSTANTINE & HELEN, EQUALS TO THE APOSTLES

9:30 AM
6:00 PM
SUNDAY, MAY 22 — SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
9:30 Am Divine Liturgy

=+ Alice Melnik
Great Vespers

For All Parishioners

FR. JAMES WILL BE AWAY...
Fr. James will be out of town from Turesday
through Friday for the annual Chrism
Conference. In case of an emergency please

TEN COMMANDMENTS

OF HUMAN RELATIONS
Speak to people. There is nothing so nice as a
cheerful word of greeting.

contact either Fr. Robert Pipta of Holy Angels 2. 311]1]1}1/11; j:op:rﬁgl:' It takes 72 muscles to frown,
Byzantine Catholic Church at (858)_ 277_251_1’ 3. Call people by name. The sweetest music to
Fr. Sabba Shofany of St. Jacob Melkite Catholic anyone’s ears is the sound of his own name.
Mission at (619) 410-7868, or Fr. Myron 4 Be friendly and helpful. If you would have
Mykyta at (323) 663-6307. friends, be a friend.
5. Be cordial. Speak and act as if everything you
Cards for sale do is genuine pleasure.
Various Greeting Cards are available for 6. Be genuinely interested in people. You can like
sale in the church hall following each Divine almost everybody if you try. . .
Liturgy. See Mary Kitt to purchase. 7. Bg _generous with praise — cautious with
criticism.
8. Be considerate with the feelings of others.
There are usually three sides to a controversy;
yours, the other fellow’s, and the right side.
9. Be alert to give service. What counts most in
“Who will give us back this present time if life is what we do for others.
we waste it?”’ 10. Add to this a good sense of humor, a big dose
St. Dorotheos Of Gaza of patience, and a dash of humility, and you will
be rewarded manyfold.
ON CHURCH GROWTH

The Church is not simply a building or edifice, nor is it an organization or institutional
structure. It is essentially a community of people who are supposed to be of God and imbued
with His Spirit. In the words of St. John Chrysostom, “The Church is a community made
up of the souls of us men and cannot be built by stone and mortar, but must be built by the
i spiritual growth of its members into the full reality of Jesus Christ.” This is what Church

growth is all about and how we must understand it.



THE NETWORKS OF COMMUNICATION
Adapted from the OCA Mission Resource Kit

The single most comprehensive, contemporary
lesson in Church growth (specifically, how to
evangelize effectively in your parish) can be learned
by standing in any Byzantine Christian church on
the first Sunday of Great Lent (Great Lent being a
traditional time for the catechumenate) and listening
to the Gospel reading (John 1:35ff.). A paraphrase
of the events in this passage is as follows:

+¢ Jesus told Andrew, “Come and see,” and they did.
+ Because it was important, Andrew went and found
his brother Simon Peter and brought him to Jesus.

+¢ Jesus told Philip, “Follow me,” and he did.

+ Because it was important, Philip went and found
his friend Nathanael and told him, and Nathanael
came to Jesus.

Anyone who can fully grasp the implications of
points 2 and 4, and is willing to apply them actively,
is on the way to successful evangelism in their
local parish. The following statistics on recruited
membership are generally accepted by Church
analysts in North America. Typically, members of
any parish have joined their church because of:

+¢ Visitations (by priest or parishioner) 1-2 %

+ Walked in off the street 2- 3 %

+ Special need met by parish 2-3 %

¢ Program offered by parish 3-4 %

+ Sunday School 3-5 %

 Clergy 3-5%

+ “Crusade” .001 %

¢ A relative or friend 70-90 %
Chances are very great that if you are reading this,
you are a baptized Christian because a relative or
a friend brought you to the Church. (It would be
strange to expect anything else.) Further analysis of
the 70-90 % in the last category is illuminating: If
a majority of the people were brought by relatives,
then the parish is more static; if they were brought
by friends, then the parish is more dynamic.

Aprinciplerelated to the family-friends phenomenon
illustrated above is found in the New Testament
emphasis on evangelism through house-holds. The
calling of Zacchaeus and the bringing of salvation

to him and to all his house is (not coincidentally)
the Gospel reading that alerts us to preparation
for Great Lent, the time of the catechumenate,
as mentioned above. Similarly, we note the same
paradigm in Acts when Paul evangelizes Lydia and
her house, the jailer and his house, and the leader
of the synagogue and his house, to mention a few.
Our Church normally appoints the Zacchaeus
passage for the prayer and blessing of a new house,
recognizing the principle of the natural growth of
the Church through the family and the associations
of the household.

Throughout the New Testament, it is assumed that
the primary mode of Church growth is evangelism.
Sometimes individuals from native Eastern
Christian cultures lose sight of this reality because
of their native situation. There are only three means
whereby people become members of parishes:
birth, transfer, and evangelism. Christian parenting
cannot be expected to be the process by which the
entire world becomes Christian. Likewise, transfer
of membership to a “new” parish means that an
“old” parish has lost a member, so the process is
a “wash.”

The icon or image that we are given to imitate is
that of evangelism, the draught of fishes, the making
of disciples. Individuals who hear the Gospel are
expected to proclaim the Gospel.

THE CALLING OF THE DISCIPLES




HTKyeo 50-pokis!

Ykpaincvka I'peko-Kamoauywvka llepksa
Cessmozo Hoana Xpecmumens
St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

Celebrating 50 Years!

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston

Ilapox: o. AkiB beHKkcTOH

frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

1he Cure of Baptism Foreshadowed

What manner of cureis this? Whart Mystery does
i Kigll“:\‘ to us® For these things are not written
carelessly, or without a purpose, but as a figure
and type they show in outline things to come, in
order that what wis exceedingly strange might
not, by coming unexpectedly, do hann among
the many the power of faith, Whar then is e that
they show in outlinez A Baptism was about to
be given, possessing much power, and the grear

est of gifts, a Baptism purging all sins and mak

ing men alive instead o dead. These things then
are foreshown as in a picture by the pool, and
by muny other circumstiances. And first is given
iowater which purges the stains of our bodies,
and those defilements which are not, but seem to
e, as those from touching the dead, those from
lcp]‘t.m_\-', and other similar causes; under the old
coyenant one may see many things done bywater

o1 Iliis dccont, l Il)\\‘L‘\‘t_'I‘, ]L‘l LIS T1OW PI'()L‘L‘Cd Loy

the matter in hand.

First then, as | bhefore said, Fle causes defilements
of our bodies, and alterwards infirmities of dif
ferent kinds, to be done away by water. Because
Ciod, desiring to bring us nearer to faith in Bap-
risit, 1o longer heals defilements only, but dis-
cases also. For those fgures which ¢ame nearer
[in time] to the reality, both as regarded Baptism,
and the Passion, and the rest, were plainer than
the more ancient. ... And this miraele was done
in order that men, learning that it is possible by
water o heal the diseases of the body, and be-
ing exercised in this For a long time, might more
L';lhil_\' helieve that it ean also heal the diseases ol
the soul.

8. fahn Chrysostom
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