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Icon of the Ascension of Our Lord



SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND

FEAST OF SIMON THE ZEALOT — APOSTLE
FESTAL TONE

Xpucmoc Bockpec! Christ is Risen!
Boicmuny Bockpec! Truly He is Risen!

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR WEEK OF MIAY 18 — MIAY 24

Wednesday, May 20
6:00 PM Great Vespers with Lytia
Thursday, May 21 — Ascension of Our Lord (Holy Day)
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 24 — Sunday of the Fathers of the 15t Ecumenical Council
8:00 AM Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners
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Feast of the Ascension — Holy Day of Obligation

There will be Great Vespers with Lytia on Wednesday evening at 6:00 PM and
Divine Liturgy on Thursday morning at 9:00 AM. According to the particular law
of our Church, attendance at either of these services satisfies the obligation of
attendance for the Feast.

A hearty “Thank You and Well Done!” to all the men, youth and children who
made last week’s Mother’s Day celebration such a wondertul event!

#e i e> Remember in your prayers << <<=

Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are ailing, are in
hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our
community. Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus, Susie Boyko,
Sonia Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Xenia
Moore Sophia Skop, and Walter & Isabella Bachynsky, Myra Heltsley, John
Heltsley II, Nadia Haywas. Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone who
should be added to this list.

Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
' Let us eS}i)ecially remember in our Erayers those family members and friends who
%\ are actively serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas,
~—~= Elizabeth Heltsley, Oksanna Hirniak, Michael Lopes, Paul Richelmi and Brian
N Tuthill. Please give any names of those you would liIEe remembered in the Liturgies
; to Fr. James.



O Parish Rummage Sale — May 30th

P e }  There will be a rummage sale on May 30 to benefit the parish. It will feature a
¥ .2’ special Ukrainian craft section! We are now accepting donations. Volunteers
S are also needed. Please contact Olena Bankston at (619) 567-6967.

Volunteers needed next Saturday
We will begin organizing the Rummage Sale items next Saturday, May 23" from 10:00 AM until 1:00
PM. Please come and help with the many tasks of sorting, pricing and organizing.

God granting miracles

A religious man is on top of a roof during a great flood. A man comes by in a boat and says "get in, get
in!" The religous man replies, " no I have faith in God, he will grant me a miracle."

Later the water is up to his waist and another boat comes by and the guy tells him to get in again. He
responds that he has faith in god and god will give him a miracle. With the water at about chest high,
another boat comes to rescue him, but he turns down the offer again cause "God will grant him a miracle."

With the water at chin high, a helicopter throws down a ladder and they tell him to get in, mumbling
with the water in his mouth, he again turns down the request for help for the faith of God. He arrives at the
gates of heaven with broken faith and says to Peter, I thought God would grand me a miracle and I have
been let down." St. Peter chuckles and responds, "I don't know what you're complaining about, we sent you

three boats and a helicopter."”

Ilpuzadyemo ujo cmoimo niouac monumeu
koxycnoi Heoini i koicnozo ona 6i0 Benukoous
00 Heoini Il'asmoecamuuyi

Ilene € HOBa BHMrapka a BHpasHe
IIOBTOPEHHS CTAPOAABHOTO 3BHYAIO i
NoBYaHHA cTapopaBHoi  Ilepksu  mpo
npaBepHe pAoaepxkyBaHHS — ['ocmopnboro
Ans (Heaias). Le nopuanus me i3 Cobopy
Hikei (325p). Byau pisui 3suvai B pisuux
MicieBocrx i Ilepksa pimmaa HaroAOCUTH
Xpucrose Bockpecenns xoxnoi Heaiai. L
crpaBsa 6yAa Taka BaxamBa mo llepkosHi
Orui pimuan Hapatu 3akoH . Kamon 20
kaxe: Tomywo € Odeski epomadu wo e
kaakarome 8 Hediaw i 8 oni IT'amdecamnuyi,
yeti Ceamuii  Cobop npozorowye wo 6
cninviti moaumei (Cayucba Boxca) morumoce
Bozosi cmoauu.

A Reminder about Standing on all Sundays
and from Pascha to Pentecost

This is not an innovation, rather it is the
explicit reiteration of a long tradition and
teaching of the early church about the nature
of the celebration of the Lord’s Day (i.e.
Sunday.) This proscription of the church
dates from the time of the (Ecumenical
Council of Nicaea (325 AD.) There was a
divergence in practice in various places and
the church identified the need to emphasize
the resurrectional character of the Lord’s
Day. The fact that an (Ecumenical Council
discussed and eventually issued a Canon
(rule) on this subject shows the importance
in the eyes of the church fathers. Canon 20
of the Council states: Since there are some
communities that still bend their knees on
the Lord's Day and on the days of Pentecost,
this Holy Council decrees that the common
prayers (i.e., at Liturgy) are to be rendered
to God standing.



qY0MYy, rocinoay, Huomy?”

[IpoBigHOW JyMKOlO, siKa NOB’A3y€ MiX c0600 CTUXW E€BaHresis, € NUTAaHHS, W10
NMoCTaBUJIKU XPUCTOBI yuHi: ,,Yuumesto, xmo 3z2piwiue, yu motl 40/108iK, 4u 1i020 6aMbKU, W0
8iH cainum poduscs?” lle CBIAYUTH NpoO iX NepeKOHAaHHA B TOMY, 1[0 TPiX CJINOPOJKEeHOTO,
abo rpix Moro 6aTbKiB, 6YB NPpUUYMHOI HellacTs. BoHU 3ayenusu BiuHe NUTaHHSA: ,YoMmy
[ocnoab A03BOJIUB, L06U HellacTs BHaso Ha MeHe? Yu g 3acayuB cobi Ha Take? fAkio
['ocnoab A06pUH, TOAI YOMY CTi/IBKY HEWACTb, Tpareit Ha cBiTi? Yomy, 'ocnogu, yomy?”

Hacamnepen ned ¢pakT icHyBaHHS Ha CBIiTi CTibKOX TepmiHb YTBEPJPKYE HAc y Bipi
BOCKpEeCiHHA HaWWxX TiJ, y Bipi iHmoro »xuTTd mnicaga Hawoi cMmepTti. Kpuspy,
HeClpaBeAJIMBOCTI, AKi MU BijyyBaEMO Ha LbOMY CBITi, Jal0Tb MO>KJIUBICTb HAM BipUTH, 1110
icHye IHIIMU CBIiT, B IKOMY Bce OyJe BInopsakoBaHe. ko 'ocnofb € CBATUH, JIIOOJISYNH,
CIpaBeAJMBHH, TO )X MyCUTb IPUWTH 4ac, KOJU Bce OyJie HanpaBJieHe, Tepe3n 3piBHAHI i
60pr crJiayeHui.

€BaHresucT IBaH po3kasye Mpo po3MOBY, AKYy MaB XpUCTOC 3 TUMH, 1[0 NPUKILLIHA [0
Hboro. Xpucroc ckasaB iM: ,Omeys 60 He cydumb Hikozo, asie dag CuHosi 8ecw cyd. llJo6u yci
noyumanau CuHa, sk noyumaroms Omys” (IB. 5, 22-23). OTxe, Xpuctoc He 60iTbCcs i He
BaraeTbCsa NPUHWHATH 0060B’A30K cyAAi. KoxeH i3 Hac, AKIO NPUIJISHETBCA A0 KUTTA
Joel i noctapaeTbca HOTo NisHATH, MyCUTh IPUHATH [0 NepeKOHaHH4, 10 XpUCTOC JedKi
CBOI IpUCY/Z Y BifiKJIala€ HA NeBHUH Yac.

OTxe, KO0 MU, JIOJAU - LyKe obepexHi H no6J1aXJUBI B leMOKpaTil HaIoTo CyAy, TO
110 X ropoputu npo Biunoro Cyapro, bora, npo akoro Care [lucemo roBoputs, wo Bin
Xo4e ,,ujobu HIXmo He 3a2uHys, aie, wob yci maau giuHe xcumms”. I'ocriofb Ma€ 4yac, KoJjeca
Boxoi cnpaBeAJMBOCTI KpyTATbCA [Jye NOBOJi. boxka kapa 3a NpOBHHY, 3a 3J10, fIKe
YUHATH JIIOJY, He NPUXOAUTH Bifpa3y i TOMy MH, L0 )XUBEMO B TOMY IpPIilIHOMY CBiT],
MyCHUMO TepHiTH 3J10. 3 iHIIOro 60Ky HaM Tpeba nam’siTaTH, L0 TOW, XTO TBOPUTD 3J10 i Cie
TepniHHA, He BTede BiJ bora, aje mBu/lle 4¥ Mi3Hille, ONMHUTLCA B pyKax CipaBe/INBOTO
Cynni.

€BaHresinct IBaH po3ka3sye npo 6araToro 4oJioBika, AKMHA He MaB O6aXaHHA 3yCTPITHCA 3
XpucToM, TOMY 1110 BCe UIIJIO HOMY IJ1aZIKO, BiH OYB [TaHOM CBOEI Jj0J1i. AJle, KOJIK 10T0 CUH
3axBopiB, BiH nmpubir go Xpucra i npomoBuB: ,baazarw Tebe, npuiidu do moei xamu, 60,
iHakwe, Mill cuH nompe”. Hexall 1le OyzAe [Jil HAC HAyKOM, 110 TEPIMiHHS, KJIOMOTU BeAYTh
JoAMHy Ao XpucTta. { AyMaro, 1o KOXKeH i3 Bac 3Ha€ TakKy JIOAUHY, 9Ka NpUHIIa [0
Xpucta B 6izi i TepniHHi. | neBHO KoXeH i3 Bac 3Ha€ JIIOJUHY, iKa 3a6yBae bora Tomy, 110
BCce WAe il ryazko. Ko KUTTS MJIMBe CIOKIMHO, paXyHKHU 3a 6ixy4i BUJIATKU CIlJIayeHi,
JIiTU He po6JSATh KJ0oNoTy, To ['ocno/ib OTpUMYE MOKJIIH ulle Ha Pi3aBo i BenukgeHnb. Ane
['ocnoAb X04e HAC cNacTH | TEPMIHHAMMU KJauYe 0 cebe.

llpouyrTaHe chborofHi EBaHresie Kaxe, o XpUcToc BikpuB oui cainomy. Ipocim Horo,
06 Bin BiAKpUB Hawi odyi i Hall po3yM Ha Mi3HAaHHS NpaBJH, L0 B KOXXHOMY TepHiHHI
Boxe musocepas i boxa onika € 3 HaMHU.



“WHY, LORD, WHY?”

The main theme of today’s Gospel is found in this question put to Christ by His
disciples: “Teacher, was it his sin or that of his parents that caused him to be born
blind?” This shows their conviction that sin is the cause of infirmity. They touched
on the eternal question: “Why does God allow misfortune to befall me? Do [ deserve
this? If God is good, why is there so much misfortune and tragedy in this world?
Why, Lord, why?

First of all, the fact that so much suffering exists on earth strengthens our faith in
the resurrection of our body and our belief in a better life after death, where the
injustices of this world will all be straightened out. If God is holy, loving and just,
then there will come a time when justice and equality will prevail and all debts will
be paid.

The Evangelist John relates these words of Christ: “The Father Himself judges no
one, but has assigned all judgment to the Son, so that all men may honor the Son just
as they honor the Father” (Jn. 5, 22-23). Christ is not afraid of taking on the
obligations of a judge, in His own good time.

We are very wary of our democratic form of justice, so how are we to react to the
Last Judgment, in which Christ wants that “no one should perish, but all should have
eternal life.” The Lord has time, the wheels of God’s justice turn slowly. God’s
punishment for the sins and evil deeds of mankind is not immediate, so those of us
who live in this sinful world must bear with the evil. We must also remember that he
who does evil and sows suffering will not escape but, sooner or later, will find
himself at the mercy of the just Judge.

The Evangelist John tells about the rich man who did not want to meet Christ,
because everything was going well for him. But, when his son fell ill, this man went
to Christ and said: “I beg You, come to my house, or my son will die.” Let this be a
lesson to us. Suffering and problems bring us to Christ. We all know people who
come to God when they are in trouble and need help, and, when things are going
well, only come to God on Easter and Christmas. But the Lord wants to save us and,
with suffering, calls us to Himself.

Today’s Gospel tells us that Christ brought sight to the eyes of the blind man. Let
us ask Him to open our eyes and mind to see the truth that God is always with us, in
good times and bad.



The Ascension of Our Lord

The feast of the Lord's Ascension always falls on a Thursday, on the fortieth day
after Christ's resurrection. This is one of the principal feastdays of our Lord and
therefore, has a post-feast of nine days. It celebrates the memory of Christ's
Ascension into heaven and underscores its significance for Christ and for us. St. John
Chrysostom, in his homily on the Ascension says: "Today the human race s
completely recon-ciled with God. The ancient battle and enmity have disap-peared.
We, who were unworthy to live even on earth - are now lifted up to heaven. Today
we become heirs to the kingdom of heaven, we, who do not even deserve earth, we
ascend to heaven and inherit the throne of the King and Lord. Human nature,
against which the cherubim guarded paradise, is now raised up above all the
cherubim.'

Sources of the first three centuries do not speak of this feast. Not even the writer
Origen (+251) mentions it, although he lists the Christian feasts in the eighth book
of his work "Against Celsus". Liturgical experts are of the opinion that in the first
three centuries the celebration of this feast was combined with that of the feast of
the Descent of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost). Silvia Egeria does not call this feast the
"Ascension"”, but only "the fortieth day after the resurrection of Christ. "

In the fourth century the feast of the Lord's Ascension became a universal feast,
celebrated everywhere. The Historian Socrates (+c.440) calls it a "general feast".
(History of the Church, 7,26)

The feast of the Ascension was highly extolled in the sermons of St. John
Chrysostom, St. Gregory of Nyssa, St. Epiphany of Cyprus, Leo the Great and others.
In the fourth century, Queen Helena erected a church at the place of Christ's
Ascension in honor of this feast.

The spirit of the services of this feast, as a whole, is up-lifting and joyful. The
Church rejoices at the glory of Christ (God and Man), who is now seated at the right
hand of the Father. He ascended into heaven, in order to send us the Com-forter -
the Holy Spirit - and to "prepare a place for us,' (John 14,2) as he promised.

"The Lord ascended into heaven," we sing in the first stichera of the Great
Vespers service of the feast of the Ascension, "in order to send the Comforter to the
world. Therefore, heaven prepared a throne for him and the clouds assisted him in
his ascent. The angels wonder as they see a man more ex-alted than they. The Father
receives into his bosom him, who is eternally with him. The Holy Spirit commands
all his angels: “Lift up your gates’ lintels, O princes; all you nations clap your hands;
for Christ has ascended whither He was before.”



roCcrioiHE BO3HECIHHA

[Ipa3nuk 'ocnogHboro Bo3HeciHHA 3aBXU NpUNAZA€E Y YeTBepP Ha COPOKOBUM
JeHb mniciaa XpuctoBoro BockpecinHd. lle oauH 3 BesMKUX ['oClIOACbKUX IPA3HUKIB
i Mae neB'ATUAEHHE MONpa3/ieHCTBO. BiH 3Besnuye nojio XpucrtoBoro BosHeciHHsA
Ha Heb6O0 Ta miAKpeciawe ii 3HadyeHHsA AJa Xpucta i A Hac. CBATUH Hoan
3o/s0TOyCTUN y CcBOil mpomnoBii Ha Bo3HeciHHs kaxe: "ChOrojHi JIIOACBKUN pif
COBeplIEeHHO NpUMUpeHU 3 boroM. 3HuKJIa AaBHS 60poThOa ¥ BOpoxkHeva. My, 1110
OyJiM HeJOCTOMHI XUTWM W Ha 3eMJii, BO3HeceHi Ha Heb60. CboroaHi cTaemo
HacJliIHMKaMy He6eCHOTO 11apCTBa, MM, 1[0 He BAapTYEMO M 3€MHOTr0, BUXOJMMO Ha
Heb6o U yHacaimxkyemo npectoJ Llaps i ['ocnoga. A noacbka npupo/ia, nepes, koo
XepyBUM OOPOHUB pay, NiHeceHa Tenep MOHA/, YCIKOro xepyBuma".

Y mam'ATKax TpbOX MEpUIMX CTOpiY HIYOro He CKa3aHO Npo Lied mpasHuk. He
3rajlye npo Hboro M mnucbMeHHUK Opuren (+ k. 251), AKUM mNepepaxoByE
XPUCTUAHCBKI NMpPa3sHUKU y BOCbMIW KHHU31 cBOro TtBopy [lIlpomu lleavcis. 3HaBUi
00paly BBaXXalOTh, 10 B MEPUIMX TPbOX BiKaX el Npa3HUK CBATKYBaJU pa3oM 3
npa3HukoM 3iciaHHA CBAToro /Jlyxa. CusbBig AKBiITaHCbKa He Ha3WBa€E LeH
npasHUK Bo3HeciHHAM, a TisibkU "copokoBUM JHeM micis [Tacxu".

Y IV croaitTi npasHuk locnogHboro Bo3HeciHHA cTae 3arajibHO-BU3HAHUM.
Ictopuk Cokpat (+ k. 440) HasuBae #oro "BceHapoJHUM MpasHUkKoM" (Icmopjsa
Llepksu, 7, 26).

[Ilpa3Hrk Bo3HeciHHA 3BeJIMYMJIM CBOIMM MponoBiaAMU cBATUA HoaH
3onotoyctud, cBatuil [puropii Hucekuli, cBatuil Enidaniit Kunpcekuii, Jle
Besukui ¥ iHwi. ¥ IV croaitTi mapuua €seHa noctaBua XpaM B 4eCTb LbOTO
Npa3HUuKa Ha Micyi XpuctoBoro Bo3HeciHHA.

Jlyx 6orocayeHb 11bOT0 Npa3HUKa B 3arajbHOMY 6a/ibopui i pagicHuii. CBsTa
llepkBa pagie caaBow Xpucrta-borodosioBika, mo 3aciB nmo npaBuli Otud. Bin
BO3Hiccs Ha Hebo, 106 3iciaTy HaM YTimuTens - CBatoro [lyxa Ta 1006, ik Bin cam
Kaxke: "MPUroToBUTH HaM Micnie" (Ho. 14, 2). "Tocno b Bo3Hiccs Ha HeGO, - CiBAaEMO
B Iepllid CTUXWUPiI Ha BeJMKii BedipHi Bo3HeceHHd, - mo6 3iciaTtu YTiwuTens
cBiToBi. He6o mpuroTyBaso mpecros ioro, a xMapu - Bo3HeciHHA Horo. AHresnn
JIUBYIOTbCs, 6ayauM 4oJioBiKa MoHaJ co6010. OTeupb yekae Ha Toro, 10 Horo Big
BiKiB JIlep>KUTb y cBOeMy JIoHi. A CBaTuit Jlyx Kaxe BciM aHresaM Horo: "BisbMiTh,
KHSI3i, BOpOTa Ballli; BCi HApOAM IJIeCKalTe pyKaMH, 60 BUHILIOB XPUCTOC TaM, Jie
O0yB nepej TUM".



YKpaiHcoka KamonuybKa Mapadgis Mamepi boxcoi Heycmatroyoi Nomodi
LlepkBa CaaToro Mpopoka i MNpeaTteun MoaHa Xpectutena
CeaTtunHA CeaToro Mukonas, Apxmenuckona Mip JlikinceKoro, YygoTtsopusA

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Mapox: o. AkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Who is the King of Glory?

Nm\' the mystery of Christ’s death is fulfilled, victory is won. and the cross, the sign
of triumph. is raised on high. He who gives us the noble gifts of life and a kingdom has
ascended into heaven. leading captivity captive. Therefore the same command is repeated.
Once more the gates of heaven must open for Him.

Our guardian angels, who have now become His escorts, order them to be flung wide
so that He may enter and regain His former glory. But He is not recognized in the soiled
garments of our life. in clothes reddened by the winepress of human sin. Again the escorting
angels are asked: Who is this King of glory? The answer is no longer. the strong one, mighty in
battle but. the Lord of Hosts, He who has gained power over the whole universe, who has
recapitulated all things in Himselt, who is above all things, who has restored all creation to its
former state: He is the King of glory.

You sec how much David has added to our joy in this feast and contributed to the
gladness of the Church. Therefore, as far as we can, let us imitate the prophet by our love for
God. by gentleness and by patience with those who hate us. Let the prophet’s tcaching help us
to live in a way pleasing to God in Christ Jesus our Lord, to Ilim be glory forever and cver.
Amen.



