


. May 24,2015
L) SUNDAY OF PENTECOST

OUR VENERABLE FATHER SYMEON OF THE WONDROUS MOUNTAIN
ScHEDULE oF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK oF MaAy 25 — May 31

SATURDAY, MAY 30
6:00 PM — Great Vespers

SunpAY, MAY 31 — SunDAY OF ALL SAINTS; THE HoLy APOSTLE HERMAS, AUTHOR OF “THE SHEPHERD;

THE HoLy MARTYR HERMES
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

If you are reading the bulletin during the Liturgy (including the homily),
please stop and be attentive — 6yobmo ysaxcHi!

Parish Meeting

A date of June 28 has been set for a general
meeting of the parish. This meeting will frun
from 12:00 noon until 1:30 PM and will have
two main agenda items:

1. Parish Finances

2. Parking Lot

3. Parish Needs (roof, etc...)

4. Stewardship

There will be an opportunity for individuals to
speak. Those wishing to be added to the list of
speaker must inform Fr. James by June 21st.

“There is a famine abroad on the earth, a
famine not of bread, for we have had too
much of that and our luxury has made
us forget God; a famine not of gold, for
the glitter of so much of that has blinded
us to the meaning of the twinkle of the
stars; but a famine of a more serious
kind, and one which threatens nearly
every country in the world — the famine
of really great men. In other words, the
world today is suffering from a terrible
nemesis of mediocrity. We are dying of
ordinariness; we are perishing from our
pettiness.”
— Archbishop Fulton Sheen
The World’s Greatest Need
(Address delivered January 31, 1932)

Share 2015

Jesus asks us to commit ourselves to be
good stewards of the gifts entrusted to
us, to share our time, our talent and our
treasure as an outward sign of the love and
gratitude we have for Him. Please be a
good steward of your gifts and share them
by participating in Share 2015 — Annual
Eparchial Appeal.

Xpucroc nonpocuB Hac OyTu J0OpUMHU
NPOBIIHMKAMU JlapiB, JIOBIPEHMX HaMm,
NUIMTUTCS. YacoM, TAJlAaHTOM, cKapOamu,
SIK BUIMMUI 3HAK JIFOOOBU 1 BASYHOCTU
no Hworo. Byap nacka, ayarbe noopumu
NPOBIIHMKAMU CBOIX JapiB, 1 MOAUIITHCS
HUMU, npuiiMaroun yracts B Share 2015
— €napxianuit 3ak/IMK.




PENTECOST - THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THE APOSTLES

The tenth day after the Ascension of Jesus Christ
was the fiftieth day after the Resurrection of Christ.
It was the Jews’ great feast of Pentecost, which
commemorated the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai.

All the Apostles, the Mother of God, and the other
disciples of Christ and other of the faithful, were all
together in one room in Jerusalem. It was the third
hour of the day by the Hebrew reckoning of hours,
according to our system —nine o’clock in the morning.
Suddenly a sound came from Heaven, like a rush of
a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they
were sitting. There descended on them tongues that
looked like fire, which rested on each one of them.
There were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other languages, previously unknown to
them. Thus the Holy Spirit, according to the promise
of the Savior, descended on the apostles in the form
of tongues of fire, as a sign that He gave the apostles
the ability and zeal to preach the teachings of Christ
to all peoples. He descended in the form of fire as
a sign of the power to cleanse sins, to sanctify and
warm souls.

On the occasion of the feast of Pentecost, there
were in Jerusalem many Jews who had come from
various nations. Hearing the noise, a great multitude
of people came together around the house where the
disciples of Christ were. They were all bewildered
and asked each other, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? How is it that we hear, each of
us in his own native language? How are they able to
tell in our languages the mighty works of God?” In
disbelief they said, “Thy are filled with new wine.”
Then the Apostle Peter, standing with the eleven, said
that they were not drunk, but that the Holy Spirit had
descended upon them, that it has been prophesied by
the Prophet Joel, and that Jesus Christ, Whom the
Jews had crucified, had risen from the dead, ascended

into Heaven and poured out on them the Holy Spirit.
Finishing this sermon about Jesus Christ, the Apostle
Peter said, “Let all the house of Israel therefore know
assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus, Whom you crucified.”

The sermon of Peter so moved those who heart
it that many more believed in Jesus Christ. They
asked Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren,
what shall we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and
be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; then you shall
also receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” So those
who believed in Christ readily accepted baptism,
and there were added that day about three thousand
souls. Thus began the building of the Kingdom of
God on earth, the Church of Christ.

From the day of the descent of the Holy Spirit the
Christian faith quickly spread with the help of God,
and the number of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ
multiplied. Instructed by the Holy Spirit, the apostles
preached boldly to all about Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, about His suffering for us and resurrection from
the dead. The Lord helped them with many great
miracles which were performed by the apostles in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. At first the apostles
preached to the Jews, and then dispersed to various
countries to preach to all the people. To perform the
sacraments and to preach Christianity the apostles
established, by the laying on of hands, bishops,
presbyters, and deacons. This grace of the Holy
Spirit, which was clearly conferred on the apostles in
the form of tongues of fire, is now conferred in our
Holy Orthodox Church invisibly in its sacraments,
through the successors to the apostles, the pastors of
the Church, its bishops and priests.



Anoctonu ['YNAl'y

Hecxutha BipHicTb XpucTosi i Moro Liepksi lcnosianmka sipu Mutpononuta Wocuda (Crinoro) Ta yciei rpeko-
PumcbkoMy AnocTonbCbKoMY [pecTomnoBi CRYXWUNK HaguxatouuM NpuKnagomM i niZTpUMKO Y Bipi M Hagii [k
ANS MUPSH, TaK | NS AYXOBEHCTBA, L0 YHUKHYMW apeLuTiB Yn 3acnaHHs, abo x nepebysanu B HEBONI.

Hkuli xe bracodamHuli ueli Cubip 0nsi Hac ycix, Ons y4Hie Xpucmosux, A5 pocmy U xumms Xpucmosozo
Uapcmea. BiH, konuck nycmeris, OHeCb NepecsKull Kpusasum NOMOM 3aK0BaHUX, ma HeNepemMOXeHUX CUHIg
NOHEBOSEHOI KpaiHU. I3 3aKymoi 8 CHiau (i MOPO3U 3emili YyXOi HEC/IUCh HE MiflbKU HapikaHHs U nalika, 3 Hei
nidHimanucs i nidHiMarmbCs N0 Cb0200HI cr1oga Muxoi i wupoi Monumeu 0o BeeguwHb020. Ha Hill, y pisHuX
3aKymkax | eepmenax ii, npuHocumscs exe decamku pokie Hosa xepmea Tina U Kposu [0cnodHbOI, Ha Hill
podunacs i )urna nomidHa dyxosHa wkosa 0 8UXos8aHHs HoguUX cryxumenig Xpucma. Oma Cubipcbka 3emns
nobayura Ho8y ChpasxXHi MOOUHY, CNPaBXKHIX XPUCMUSH, CNPaBXHIX 8IPHUX CUHig Xpucmosoi Liepksu...”

-3 nuema Mumpononuma Wocucgpa (Crinoeo) i3 3acnanHs 6id 17 momozo 1961 p.
MonuToBHMiA 6aTbkO

CesweHHomyveHnk Mwukona Lerenbcbkun Hapogmscs 17 rpyaHs 1896 p. B
c. Ctpycosi Ha TepHoninbwuHi. Y 1923 p. 3akiHuMB 60rocrnoBCbkMN hakynbTeT
IbBiBCbKOTO YHIBEpCUTETY. 5 KBITHA 1925 p. MuTpononut Axgpeit (LLentuubkui)
PYKOMOIOXWB MOro Ha CBALLEHNKA. ByB peBHUM aylunacTupem, 46aB npo 4yXOBHICTb,
OCBITYy Ta 06po6yT CBOiX BipHMX. [1icns BiliHN 3a3HaB penpeciit 3 6oky BinbLUOBNLBKOI
BNaju, BiGMOBWBLUMCb NEpPenTH Ha odpiliiHe npasBocnas’s. OTelb BUNKB 40 4HA ripKy
Yyaly 3ansKyBaHb, norpo3 i no6oiB. 28 xoBTHA 1946 p. Oy 3aapeLuToBaHuiA, a 27 CivHs
1947 p. - 3acymkeHnn Ha 10 pokiB yB's3HeHHS. 3rogom 1oro 3acnanu y Mopgosito, a
APYXMHY, TPOE AITEN i HEBICTKY BMBE3NM B YUTUHCHKY 06N, KUB Y XaxnmBux ymoBax
Tabopy CyBOPOro pexumy, 3a3HaB HECTEPMHUX (I3MYHMX CTpaxLaHb Yepes XBopoby,
npoTe Lie He 3namario NOro CUMbHOTO Ayxa.

Momep 25 TpaBHa 1951 p. K My4eHuK 3a Bipy, NOXOBaHWiA Ha TabipHOMY LiBWHTapi CT. MoTbMa.

“Mos Hatmuniwa OpyxuHo. Ha YcnerHs MuHyno 25-nimms Hawo20 nodpyxoxs. Muno 3eadyro Hawe cninbHe
POQUHHE Xumms, i 8 CHax WoOeHHUX 3 moboro i dimoykamu, | momy s wacnugud... Linyr 6ambkiecbKum
nouinyHKOM iX YorneHbKka ma 6razar Xumu YecHo, 3axosysamuck y He8UHHocmi, depxamuch onodasik
ycsKoi ckgepHu. 3a ue Mortock Halbinbwe”.

— 13 nucTiB 0. Mukonu Llerenscbkoro i3 Mopaosii



Apostles of the Gulag

The unbending faithfulness to Christ and His Church of confessor of the faith Metropolitan Josyf Slipyj and all
the Greek Catholic hierarchy, their deep certainty in the victory over evil and their special witness of fidelity to
the Roman Apostolic See served as an inspiring example and supported the faith and hope of laity and clergy
alike who had avoided arrest and exile and had not been time in prison.

“‘What a blessing this Siberia has alreadly been for us all, for all the followers of Christ, for the growth and the life of Christ's kingdom.
This place, once barren, today is soaked with the bloody sweat of prisoners and the unconquered sons of an enslaved nation. Not
only laments and curses have come forth from this alien land surrounded by snow and frost. Words of calm and sincere prayer have
also gone up to the Almighty and continue to go up to this day: For a number of years now; from various comers and caves the new
sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Christ has been offered. A spiritual school has been bom and thrives which helps in the upbringing
of new ministers of Christ. This very Siberian land has seen a truly new human being, true Christians, true and faithful sons of Christ's
Church...”

- Excerpt from a letter of Metropolitan Josyf (Slipy)) from exile, February 17, 1961.
Prayerful Parent

Priest and martyr Father Mykola Tsehelskyi was born on 17 December 1896 in the
village of Strusiv, Ternopil District. In 1923, he graduated from the Theological Faculty
of Lviv University. On 5 April 1925 Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky ordained him to the
priesthood. He was a zealous priest who cared for the spirituality, education and welfare
of his parishioners. After the war he was repressed by the Bolsheviks because he
refused to convert to Orthodoxy. Father drank deep from the bitter cup of intimidation,
threats and beatings. On 28 October 1946 he was arrested and on 27 January 1947 he
was sentenced to ten years imprisonment. He was deported to Mordovia (Russia), but
his wife, three children and daughter-in-law were taken to Russia’s Chytynska region.
He lived in extremely horrid conditions, in a camp that was notoriously strict and cruel.
He suffered from severe pain due to illness, but this did not break his strong spirit.

He died a martyr for the faith on 25 May 1951 and is buried in the camp cemetery.

“‘My dearest wife: the feast of the Dormition was our 25th wedding anniversary. | recall fondly our family
life together, and every day in my dreams | am with you and the children, and this makes me happy ...
| give a fatherly kiss to all their foreheads and | hope to live honestly, behaving blamelessly, keeping far
from everything that is foul. | pray for this most of all.”

-- From the letters of Father Mykola Tsehelskyi written in Mordovia



THE HOLY SPIRIT

+¢ is God, the third Person of the Holy Trinity;

+¢ proceeds from the Father;

+¢ is sent into the world by Jesus Christ;

+¢ inspires God’s People to speak God’s truth and to do His will; and

+¢ is the Giver of Life who upholds and sustains creation in its existence, life, and growth.

Fifty days after His resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ sent the Holy Spirit upon His disciples.
What does the Lord Jesus Christ say about the Holy Spirit?

If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give
you another Comforter, so that He may be with you forever, the Spirit of Truth, whom the
world cannot receive because it does not see Him nor know Him. But you know Him, for
He dwells with you and shall be in you.— John 14:15-17

But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.— John 14:26

When He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth. For He shall not
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears, He shall speak. And He will declare
to you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will receive of Mine and will declare it
to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine
and will declare it to you.— John 16:13-15

CONTEMPLATION - THE DESCENT OF GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THE APOSTLES

«» How the Apostles stood in one mind at prayer.

¢ How, there came a sound from heaven as a rushing mighty wind.

«» How there appeared fiery tongues, one on each of the Apostles.

«» How the Apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in various tongues as the Holy Spirit gave

them utterance.

++ How some mocked them saying, “They have had too much new wine.”
«» How the rest wondered and marveled, hearing the Apostles speak to them of the wonderful works of God in their

own languages.

¢ How the small are made great by God the Holy Spirit.
¢ How the fearful are made fearless by Him.
+» How He makes the simple wise.
+» How He makes the inarticulate eloquent.
+ How, from fishermen, He makes fishers of men for the Kingdom of God.
¢ How, from shepherds of an irrational flock, He makes shepherds of a rational flock — the true sheep
of the House of Israel.
¢ How the Apostles, led by the Holy Spirit, traveled throughout the world without means and
without friends.
++ How, through the Holy Spirit, the Apostles proclaimed the Lord’s Gospel.
++ How, through the Holy Spirit, the Church continues to proclaim the Gospel to the ends of the

earth.



Fast-Free Week
During the week after Pentecost (May 25
through May 30) we do not fast, even on
Wednesday and Friday. This week is given
to us to celebrate the renewal of the Holy
Spirit received on Pentecost.

A Note on Kneeling

Now that Pentecost has arrived,
kneeling is no longer forbidden for
weekday Liturgical Services. Kneeling is
reintroduced into the weekday Liturgical
services with the Kneeling Prayers
(which technically are part of Vespers
for Monday.) Kneeling is still prohibited
for all Sundays. “Because kneeling is a
sign of penance in the Eastern tradition,
the faithful should be discouraged from
kneeling during the Paschal Season and
on all Sundays of the year. The faithful
should be properly instructed as to the
reasons why kneeling at these times
is not congruent with the theology of
the Eastern Churches.” (Art. 464 § 1 -
Pastoral Guide of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in the USA.)

Roof Campaign

The hall roof is in
dire need of repair.
There are at least
six separate leaks.
Numerous  patch
jobs have failed to
solve the problems.
The current drought
has minimized the
problem but we
continue to pray for rain anyway. There
is good news and bad news: The good
news is - we have the money; the bad
news is - it’s still in your pockets. We
will be soliciting quotes for repairs soon.
Know a roofer you would recommend?

Roof Repair Challenge
An anonymous donor has given
$1000.00 towards the repair of the hall
roof. The donor has challenged the rest
of the parish to contribute to this cause
so that the roof can been fully repaired
rather than patched.

Roof Challenge Response: $1550.00

Pastor:
Fr. James Bankston: (619) 905-5278
Pastoral Council:
Vladimir Bachynsky: (619) 865-1279
Mark Hartman: (619) 446-6357
Luke Miller: (858) 354-2008
Jeanine Soucie: (718) 674-4529

Social Committee Chairperson:
Megan Hartman (619) 540-4291

Finance Committee:

Bohdan Knianicky:  (619) 303-9698




Ykpaiucoka I peko-Kamonuuyvka Llepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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