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7™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 6
THE HoLy MARTYR HYACINTH

CHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 4 —

uvLy 10

PLEASE NotE: The will be NO vespers during the Summer months unless noted in the bulletin.

SunpAy, JuLy 10 — 8" SuNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; OUR VENERABLE FATHER ANTHONY OF THE KIEV CAVES; THE FORTY-
Five HoLy MARTYRS OF NICOPOLIS IN ARMENIA

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

July Birthdays
Bill Loznycky - July 1
Rabah Tooma - July2
Robbie Dukes - July5
Michael Boyko - July 10
Martha McMurtry - July 15
Natalia Loznycky - July 18
Volodymyr Fedunyak —  July 22
Joseph Hirniak - July 29
Marguerite Hartman —  July 29

Cards for sale

Various Greeting Cards are available for sale in the church hall
following each Divine Liturgy. See Mary Kitt to purchase.

Please Note:

Whegn you arg away, plgasg don’t
forget that the chureh still religs on
gour contribations. Our bills do not
g0 on vacation. Jour absgneg on
any ounday dogs not nggatg your
obligation to support your homg
parish.

Suppose that on the next Fourth of July everyone
began sending to friends postcards on which
were engraved images of Chinese temples,
Bali dancers, minarets, Italian wine feasts, and
Hindu holy men; one would suspect that our
nation had forgotten the great historical event
behind the Fourth of July. In like manner, when
at Christmas one sees an exchange of cards on
which are burning logs, rabbits, reindeer, dinner
scenes, snow scenes and sleighs, one wonders if
we are not having the feast without the festival
and merriment without a reason for being merry.
In such case, we would be like one awakened
from a sleep who orders a drink to toast a
dream which he cannot remember. Christmas is
a historical event. Its solemnity has been told
in the most pregnant words ever written by
the pen of man: “The Word became flesh and
dwelt amongst us.” As I write this column I
have a word or a thought in my mind -- but no
one knows what it is until I declare it or write
it. When I write the word Mary, who was the
Mother of the Babe of Christmas, you can say
that the word became ink and dwelt upon the
page. Now God has a Thought or a Word. We
have many thoughts because our knowledge is
so imperfect. God has only one Thought or one
Word, which reaches to the abyss of all things
that are known or can be known. Go back, pile
century on century, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God.”

Archbishop Fulton Sheen (Bishop Sheen Writes)



,BOXKECTBEHHUI JIKAP”

XpucTtusiHcbkuii cBiT HasuBae Icyca Xpucta
boxecrsennum  Jlikapem. Ilix  wac  Csoro
nepeOyBaHHSI Ha 3eMii BiH 0370poBISIB Aymn —
NPOIIAB TPiXu, B UyJIECHUI CIMOCIO JTIKyBaB HEAyTrd
Tijla, BUraHsIB OiCIB 3 HABIXKEHUXJIIOAEN.

Haftuactime Xpucroc 030pOBISIB  CIIMUX,
rmyxux Ta HiMux. Cporopnimne Cpsite €paHrenie
PO3MOBifja€ HaM NP0 O3[OPOBJICHHSI JBOX CIIIKX
i OfHOro HIMOro 4YOJIOBiKa, OMAHOBAHOIO 3JIMM
nyxoM. €BaHreaucT Mateil 3BepTae HaMm yBary He
JIIe Ha caMuil (haKT JIKYBaHHS JIFOJICBKUX OPTaHiB,
BiH migkpecmoe, mo OKO, BYXO i YCTA €
CepeIHMKaMH, 3a JIONOMOrOl0 SIKUX MU OTPUMYEMO
BIPY B npasnu boxki. Bipa npuxopuTs 10 Hac yepes
3ip, CIlyXaHHS 1 MOBY.

Mu, mo ™MaemMo 370pOBi O4Yi, HE MOXKEMO
HaBITb YSIBUTH COOI IOTO CTPaKAaHHS, IO
Oro mepeHocsATh climi Joau. Bce iXHE KUATTS
NPOXOANUTH y >KaxJIMBiil TempsBi. BoHu He GauyaThb
KpacH CTBOPEHOTO CBITY, HEe PO3Pi3HSIIOThH KOJILOPIB,
BiiCTaHi, BCe CIPUIMAIOTh Yepe3 IOTHUK.

Hab6araro CTpaHIHIIHOIO € JlyXOBHa ciinora.
IcHye HeBHAMMMII TyXOBHWII CBIT 1 HOTO Kpacory
I'ocnonb lae HaM Mi3HATH 32 MOCEPEAHULITBOM 30pY
Hawof aywi. Ilum 30poM € Hawe cymitiHHsl. BoHO
[lae HaMm 3MOry 6aunTH npaBauBy popory o bora,
no Biunoro Ilacts i Kpacu. CymmiHHS HeraiiHO
TIOBI/JIOMJIIE HAC MPO HALll XUOHWMIA KPOK — TPiX, BMie
YUTaTH Toporoskasu ao bora — 3amogini Moro. Yn
370POBUI1 HAL 3ip IyXOBHUI — CYMJTiHHS?

Bin HapojizKeHHs BCi MM MaeMO CiIyX 1 37i0HICTb
cayxatu. CioBo ,,4yyTu” i CIOBO ,,CAyXaTu’ HE €
cunoniMamu. Lle fiBa pizHi mousiTTs. Moxkna UHYTU,
ane HE CITYXATHU — T100TO HE OyTH CIIyXHSIHUM,
HEe BUKOHYBaTH, He crpuiiMaTi. Mu uyemo CiioBo
Boxe 1 pBi T'onoBui 3amosigi JIroGoBi, ane um
cayxaemo ix?

MoBa — ue pmap bBoxuii, mo6 NPOCTIABIISATH
Moro. 3a JONOMOTOK MOBM MU CIIJIKy€EMOCsE,
BICJIOBITOEMO CBOI TOYYTTSI — PafiiCTh i CMyTOK,
3aXOIICHHS! 1 PO34YapyBaHHs1, HAfIit0, BIPY 1 M0GOB.
B monuTBi isikyeMo Bory i npocumo 61arocyioBeHHs
11T ce6e 1 OmmKHBoro. Yu Takoro € Hama Mosa?

Xaii KOXKEeH 13 HAC MOCTaBUTh LI TPU 3aMUTaHHSI
1 BIIMOBICTBL €006i: ,,SlkuM € Moe cymminns?” ,,Un
cayxato 1 Cnoso boxe?” , SdIkoro € most MmoBa?”

Moske moch Herapasd y MeHe i MOTpiOHO MeHi
HeraiHo 3BepHyTucs 10 boxecrsennoro Jlikapsi?

“THE DIVINE PHYSICIAN”

The Christian world calls Jesus Christ the Di-
vine Physician. During His sojourn on earth, Jesus
healed souls by forgiving sins, miraculously cured
the ailments of the body and cast out demons from
those afflicted with them.

Most often, Christ healed the blind, deaf and
mute. Today’s Holy Gospel tells us of the healing of
two blind men and a mute man, who was beset by
a demon. TheEvangelist Matthew directs our atten-
tion not only to the act of healing human organs; he
also stresses that the EYE, EAR and MOUTH are
means by which we attain FAITH in God’s Truth.
Faith comes to us through sight, hearing and speech.

We, who have healthy eyes, cannot even imagine
the suffering of the blind. All their life is spent in
terrible darkness. They cannot see the beauty of the
world, cannot differentiate colors or tell distance.
They only know by touching.

Spiritual blindness is even more terrible. There
exists an invisible spiritual world and God allows
us to see its beauty through our spiritual sight. This
sight is our conscience. It gives us the ability to
see the true road to God, to eternal Happiness and
Beauty. The conscience always tells us when we are
about to take a misstep, to fall into sin. It can read
the signposts to God — to His Commandments. Is
our spiritual sight, our conscience, healthy?

From birth, we all have hearing and the ability
to listen. The word “hear” and the word “listen” are
not synonymous. It is possible to HEAR, but NOT
LISTEN, that is, to be inattentive, to not fulfill and
to not perceive. We hear the Word of God and the
two main Commandments of Love, but do we actu-
ally follow them?

Speech is a gift of God so that we can glorify
Him. Through speech we can interact, express our
feelings — happiness and sorrow, contentment and
disappointment, hope, faith and love. In our prayers
we thank God and ask His blessings upon ourselves
and our neighbors. Is our speech like this?

We should ask ourselves these three questions:
“How is my conscience?” “Do I heed the Word of
God?” “How is my speech?”

Perhaps there is something amiss with me and I
need to turn to the Divine Physician?



ATTRIBUTES OF THE PERFECT CHURCH
By VRev. Vladimir Berzonsky

“One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and
said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride of the wife of the Lamb”” (Revelation 21:9)

Here we are near the end of the Bible in the
Revelation experience. Is it not odd that one of
the angels with the seven bowls with the seven
last plagues is here inviting us to witness the
glorious marriage of the Lamb whom we know
to be our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
as the bridegroom? Also to recognize that the
bride is none other than the holy Church all
dressed in radiant white, symbol of purity and
innocence? It tells us about angels. They are
as their name implies, “sent” as messengers
by the Holy Trinity to humanity. An angel
like this brought the reader to the vision of
the destruction of the great harlot, Babylon.
Here the angel is announcing the glorious
wedding of the Lamb of God and the Bride,
the holy Church that the Lord bought with the
great price of His Cross. The BrideChurch is a
symbol of all who have the following attributes
of unblemished flawless virtues radiating from
their souls.

St. Paul set forth the attributes of the perfect
Church. In Revelation those who dwell in
such a Church are among those in the New
Jerusalem coming down from heaven to belong
to Christ the Lamb of God who comes to claim
His bride. From the apostle to the gentiles, we
find characteristics:

They are people who are devoted to one
another: “Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love.” [Romans 21:10] When we read
this, how does it resonate on the conscience
of each member of the community we call
Church? These are people who can say of their
fellow parishioners that they: “Honor one
another above themselves.” [Romans 12:10]
It means that each member in good standing
holds all others in the congregation above
themselves. They feel it an honor to be part of
such a community of believers. Does this really
happen?

It's mandatory to dwell in harmony with
one another: “Live in harmony with one
another.” [Romans 12:16] It means that
nothing is as important as to preserve peace
among the family of Christ. Of course there

are differences of opinion in the parish --
everybody understands that -- but they also
realize that without the peace of God that
passes all understanding, their Eucharist is
hollow because their relations are shallow and
worldly, not godly.

Love one another: “Let no debt remain
outstanding except the debt to love one
another.” [Romans 13:8] Until we can realize
the order from the Divine Liturgy: “Let us
love one another that with one accord we may
confess...Father, Son and Holy Spirit...” as
Jesus said, we are talking nonsense when we
say we love God. Here the expectation is that
by the time we approach heaven, we have made
love a way of life.

Accept omne another: “Accept then
one another, just as Jesus accepted you.”
[Romans 15:7] To accept is to realize there
are differences, and yet they do not prevent us
from forgiving. The French say: To understand
is to forgive. Acceptance is not approval -- not
even tolerance. It is compassion.

Serve one another: “You, my brothers, were
called to be free. But do not use your freedom
to indulge in sinful nature. Rather serve one
another in love.” [Galatians 5:13] Is this not the
meaning of foot washing? What more powerful
an example can there be than the Son of God
washing the feet of fishermen? Are we above
the Master?

Forgive one another: “Bear with each other
and forgive whatever grievances you may
have against one another. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you.” [Colossians 3:13] You will be
stopped and forbidden entry into heave if you
come with a grudge defiling your soul.

Encourage omne another: “Therefore
encourage one another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing.” [I Thessalonians
5:11] We are ordered to build up the confidence
and to reinforce the positive images of all your
sisters and brothers in Christ. There’s no place
for a downer or defeatist in Paradise.




CONCERNING THE EFrECTS OF RECEIVING THE BODY AND BLOOD OF OUR LORD

There are at least four major benefits which may be
expected after partaking of Christ’s Body and Blood,
namely:

1. Intimate union with Christ through His love.

Through this union we mingle with God and share
with Him. As God is love, when we partake of Him
through Holy Communion we become partakers of
His love. It should be added that these Gifts from
God are truly free. He compels no one to accept, just
as in true love there is no compulsion, but absolute
freedom to either accept or reject.

2. Strengthening of the body and soul.

Eating ordinary food only nourishes a person’s
body; but eating Christ’s Flesh and Blood
strengthens and nourishes both the body

and soul. When the soul is nourished, a

person is better able to live, grow and

develop spiritually. This means that the

ability to resist sin is greatly increased,

thus enhancing the desire and capacity

to be more virtuous, righteous,
compassionate and considerate. We

can be sure that this is so since Christ

said: “I am the bread of life, he who

comes to Me shall not hunger and he who believes
in Me shall never thirst” (Jn 6:35), and then: “For
My Flesh is true food and My Blood is true drink”
(Jn 6:55).

With these statements Christ expounded the eternal
nourishment value of His Flesh and Blood. Unlike
ordinary food which only temporarily strengthens the
body, true Divine food strengthens the soul eternally.

The strengthening effect of these Gifts, is another
indicator of Christ’s great love for us. Christ gave
us certain Commandments to follow if we are able
to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Scripture teaches
that evil is spread through man by various demonic
powers (Eph 6:12). Without Divine intervention man
does not have the strength to fight these extremely
powerful, fleshless creatures — as Christ said: “...
for without Me you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). Man
alone does not have the strength to become perfect.
Not wishing man to be condemned to hell, Christ

nourishes us with His Body and Blood — giving us a
Perfect Food with which to become perfect.

3. Preparation for eternal life with God.

Partaking in Communion prepares us to share with
God, an eternally joyful life after the resurrection of
the dead. Christ is God and therefore lives forever —
by eating His Body and Blood, we are blended with
Him and will likewise live forever. This is Christ’s
promise when He said: “He who eats My Flesh and
drinks My Blood has eternal life; and I will raise him
up on the last day” (Jn 6:54).

This “life” that Christ refers to is not related to the life
here on earth, since it is obvious that all men “live”
here, even nonChristians. Nor does He refer
to “life” of the general resurrection. Rather,
Christ refers to the glorious life which
some Christians will inherit as a reward
for righteous living. How necessary it is
for us to partake in Christ’s Body and
Blood; by being with Him, our souls are
washed and transformed — made beautiful
— then, after death, we would not expect
punishment and hell, but the unspeakable
rewards of the Heavenly Kingdom.

4. Unity through love with other Christians.

Christ has only one Body, by partaking of It, each and
every one of us also becomes united into one body —
the Body of Christ. Christ’s love for us is made perfect
in unity, since not only is it reciprocated between
ourselves and Christ, but amongst ourselves as well.
This is what Christ meant when He established the
Church.

The Church is not a building where people prays, it is
the Body of Christ — a living organism, in which we
all unite in love with Him and amongst ourselves,
when we partake of Holy Communion (1 Cor 10:17).
Christ is the head of His Body, the Church (Col 1:18),
and not some bishop, patriarch, theologian or other
mortal man. The Orthodox Church is thus infallible,
since Christ being God, is infallible; we can then
be sure that our Divine nourishment can never be
false or corrupted, even if those who perform this
Sacrament are themselves imperfect or unworthy.



We are in the process of forming the following committees: Pastoral, Finance, Stewardship, and Social. Council members:
must e 18 years old or older; must be a Catholic in good standing; would be required to attend one monthly Council
meeting. It is hoped that membership of all four Councils will be determined by the end of July. Since membership on
any of these committees places one in a leadership role, it carries with it a responsibility of currently being an active
committed parishioner.

[NPUTAAYEMO YCIM ITAPAOIAHAM

1106 ciono npunumamu Cesmi Tatinu napa@isnun NOSUHEH JcuUmi 3a NPASUIAMU GIPU MA NOBAICHO
nioeomyeumucsi. /[oopi (8iooani) napagisinu € mi xompi.

1. B mexini # cBsita 6epyTh yuacts B Cestiii Jlityprii

2. 3HAIOTh 3arajibHi MPaBAy H MOTUTBH HAIIOI BipH

3. 3anmcani 1o napadii

4. XepTBylOoTh 4ac, TallaHTH 1 MaTepisIbHO MIATPUMYIOTH mapadiro 1 3alOBHWIHM IIOpIYHE
3aTleBHEHHS MTO)KEPTBH

A REMINDER TO ALL PARISHIONERS

Reception of the Sacraments requires the committed practice of the faith and serious preparation.
Committed parishioners are those who:

1. Attend Divine Liturgy on all Sundays and Feast Days

2. Know and understand the basic prayers and tenets of our faith

3. Have enrolled in the parish

4. Give of their time, talents and financial resources and have filled out the annual pledge form

WHAT 1S A FIRST-PORTION GIVER?
A First-Portion Giver is a believer who offers a first-portion of his time, talent, and
financial resources out of grateful recognition of the fact that all he has, he holds in trust from God.

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his time.

“Let us spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.
Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the
habit of doing. But let us
encourage one another...”

Hebrews 10:24-25

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his falent.

“There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit. There are
different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different
kinds of working, but the same
God works all of them in all men.”

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his treasure.

“Concerning the collection
for the saints..., on the first
day of the week, each one of
you should set aside a sum of
money in proportion to the
income God has given you...”

1 Corinthians 16:2




“VIBRANT PARISH’> PRAYER

O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good
Shepherd, as you once gathered
lost sheep that they might hear
Your voice and be Your flock, so
also today graciously look down
from heaven upon our parish
community, and send down on
it Your Holy Spirit, that it might
be a place to receive the joy of
Your Good News. Strengthen us
with Your presence, and always
gather us together in prayer. Grant
us the spirit of serving others,
so that in our parish all might
encounter You, the merciful
God. Bless our spiritual leaders
with Your wisdom, and inspire
us to generously give of our
time, talents and treasure for the
building up on Your Kingdom.
Unite us in peace and harmony,
as befits Your community of love.
Instill in us a missionary spirit,and
let our parish community shine
with the light of the Gospel, with
prayer and good works, inviting
all to share in the divine life, so
that Your Name, O Savior, may be
praised, together with Your eternal
Father, and Your most-holy, good
and life-giving Spirit. Amen.

Sunday offering for June 26

Amount Number
$5.00 1

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$22.00
$30.00
$40.00
$50.00
$85.00
$100.00
$300.00
$957.00

Parishioner Total: $907.00
Visitors; $30.00

Average / parish household (42): $11.63
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: ($1293.00)
Year-to-date deficit: ($26.778.00)

(loose)

— om0 s

PARISHIONERS THAT ARE HOME BounD
If you or aloved one cannot
make it to Church, Fr.
James would be more than
pleased visit at your home,
in the hospital, at a nursing
home, or any other place. It
1s no inconvenience at all.

Please be sure to schedule a visit.

Pastor:

Fr. James Bankston:  (619) 905-5278

Pastoral Council:
Vladimir Bachynsky: (619) 865-1279
Mark Hartman: (619) 446-6357

Luke Miller: (858) 354-2008
Social Committee Chair:
Vacant

Finance Committee:
Bohdan Kniahynyckyj: (619) 303-9698




Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumensa

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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