


August 11, 2013
12th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 3

Postfeast of Transfiguration; The Holy Martyr and Archdeacon Euplus of Catania

Schedule of Services for the Week of August 12 – August 18
	 Please Note: There will be NO Vespers during the Summer months unless noted in the bulletin.
Wednesday, August 14 – Prefeast of Dormition; The Holy Prophet Micah; Translation of the Relics of 

Our Venerable Father Theodosius, hegumen of the Monastery of Kiev caves 
	 6:00 PM – Great Vespers & Lytia (satisfies for Feastday obligation)
Thursday, August 15 – The Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos (Day of Obligation) 
	 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy	 	 For All Parishioners
Sunday, August 18 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost; Postfeast of Dormition; The Holy Martyrs Florus 

and Laurus of Illyria 
	 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy	 	 For All Parishioners

On Christians 
From the Epistle to Diognetus/ Written before the 4th century

Christians are not distinguished from other men by country, 
language, nor by the customs which they observe. They do not 
inhabit cities of their own, use a particular way of speaking, 
nor lead an eccentric form of life... They live in their own 
countries, but they do so as those who are just passing through. 
As citizens they participate in everything with others, yet they 
endure everything as if they were foreigners... They marry, 
like everyone else, and they have children… They share a 
common table, but not a common bed. They exist in the flesh, but they do not live by 
the flesh. They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of heaven. They obey the 
prescribed laws, all the while surpassing the laws by their lives. They love all men and are 
persecuted by all. They are unknown and condemned. They are put to death and restored 
to life. They are poor, yet make many rich. They lack everything, yet they overflow in 
everything. They are dishonored, and yet in their very dishonor they are glorified; they 
are spoken ill of and yet are justified; they are reviled but bless; they are insulted and 
repay the insult with honor; they do good, yet are punished as evildoers; when punished, 
they rejoice as if raised from the dead. They are assailed by the Jews as barbarians; they 
are persecuted by the Greeks; yet those who hate them are unable to give any reason 
for their hatred. To sum it all up in one word, what the soul is in the body, that is what 
Christians are in the world. The soul is dispersed through all the parts of the body, and 
Christians are scattered through all the cities of the world. The soul lives in the body, yet 
is not of the body; Christians live in the world, yet are not of the world.



The Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Virgin Mary
From the Prologue of Ochrid –August 15th

The Lord who, on Sinai, gave the Fifth 
Commandment: ‘Honor thy father and thy 
mother’, showed by His own example how 
one must reverence one’s parents. Hanging 
in agony on the Cross, He remembered His 
mother, and, indicating the Apostle John, said 
to her: ‘Woman, behold thy son!’, and to John: 
‘Behold thy mother!’ And, with this concern 
for His mother, He breathed His 
last. John had a home on Zion in 
Jerusalem, where he settled the 
Mother of God and left her to pass 
her remaining days on earth. By 
her prayers, her kindly advice, her 
meekness and patience, she was of 
immense help to her Son’s apostles. 
She spent virtually the rest of her 
life in Jerusalem, often going round 
the places that reminded her of the 
great events and the great works 
associated with and performed by 
her Son. She especially visited 
Golgotha, Bethlehem and the Mount 
of Olives. Of her journeys farther 
afield, her visit to St Ignatius the God-
Bearer is recorded, as are those to St 
Lazarus the Four-days-dead, Bishop 
of Cyprus, to the Holy Mountain, to 
which she gave her blessing, and 
her stay in Ephesus with John during a fierce 
persecution of Christians in Jerusalem. In old 
age, she often prayed to her Lord and God on 
the Mount of Olives, on the spot from which 
He ascended, to take her from this world. One 
day, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to her and 
revealed that she would enter into rest in three 
days’ time, and the angel gave her a palm-
branch to be carried in her funeral procession. 
She returned home with great joy, with the 

heartfelt hope that she would see Christ’s 
apostles once more in this life. The Lord fulfilled 
her desire and all the apostles, brought by 
angels and clouds, gathered together at John’s 
house on Zion. It was with great joy that she 
saw the holy apostles, and she encouraged, 
advised and upheld them, then peacefully gave 
her soul into God’s hands without the slightest 

physical pain or struggle. The 
apostles took the coffin containing 
her body, from which an aromatic 
fragrance arose, and, accompanied 
by many Christians, took it to the 
Garden of Gethsemane, to the grave 
of Ss Joachim and Anna. By God’s 
providence, they were hidden from 
the wicked Jews by a cloud. A Jewish 
priest, Antony, touched the coffin with 
his hand, intending to overturn it, but 
at that moment an angel of God cut 
off both his hands. He cried out with 
the pain, begging the apostles’ help, 
and was healed in confessing his 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. It was 
left to the Apostle Thomas, who was 
delayed, again by God’s providence, 
to reveal a new and glorious mystery 
about the holy Mother of God. He 
arrived on the third day, and desired 

to embrace the body of the holy and most pure. 
When the apostles opened her grave, he found 
only the winding-sheet - the body was not in 
the grave. That evening, she appeared to the 
apostles, surrounded by a multitude of angels, 
and said to them: ‘Rejoice; I will be with you 
always!’ It is not known exactly how old the 
Mother of God was at the time of her falling-
asleep, but the prevailing belief is that she had 
reached the age of sixty.
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