


August 25, 2013
14th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 5

Return of the Relics of the Holy Apostle Bartholomew; The Holy Apostle Titus, bishop of Crete

Schedule of Services for the Week of August 26 – September 1
	 Please Note: There will be NO Vespers during the Summer months unless noted in the bulletin.
Thursday, August 29 – Beheading of the Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
	 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy
Saturday, August 31 – Deposition of the Precious Cincture of the Most Holy Theotokos at Chalkoprateia
	 6:00 PM – Great Vespers for Sunday (supplies for Sunday obligation)
Sunday, September 1 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost; The Beginning of the Indiction, which is the 

New Year; Our Venerable Father Symeon the Stylite and Archimandrite, and 
his Mother, Martha; Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos in Miasena; The Holy 
Martyr Aithalas, deacon in Persia; The Forty Holy Martyred Women and Deacon 
Ammon, their teacher; The Holy Martyrs Callista and her Brothers, Evodus and 
Hermogen in Nicomedia; The Righteous Joshua, Son of Nun

	 8:45 AM – Divine Praises
	 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy		  For All Parishioners

Prayers for Teachers and Students
will be offered for the new academic year 
today. Teachers and students are asked to 
come forward near the conclusion of the 
Divine Liturgy.

Vespers next Saturday
In order to allow those who are volunteering 
at House of Ukraine next weekend to be able 
to “make Holy the Lord’s Day” there will be 
vespers offered at 6PM on Saturday.  Vespers 
does satisfy the Sunday obligation that all binds 
all Catholics. 

Special Parish Survival Strategy Meeting
Mark your calendars!

On Sunday, September 22nd, there will be 
an important Special Meeting of the Parish 
Body to discuss urgent issues related to the 
immediate future of the parish. All parish 
members are asked to attend.
Looking Ahead

• Sunday, 9/1: Church New Year
• Sunday, 9/15: Parish Picnic
• Sunday, 9/22: Special Parish Meeting
• Sunday, 10/6: Pokrov Celebration

Warm Welcome!
We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It’s 
good to have you with us!

“We as a church descended from the 
mission of the Slavic Apostles Cyril 
and Methodius — great translators 
of the Scripture and liturgy — 
have an extraordinary mission to 
continue this translation so we 
may pray properly and profoundly in 
English, in Spanish, in Portuguese, in 
Ukrainian. That is why the question 
of inculturation is very important. 
In Ukraine as well, because I think 
that the modern Ukrainian person 
often does not understand the old, 
outworn words, and they have to be 
presented in a new way. One boy from 
the province of Misiones told me 
this: “You know, Bishop, if the church 
is a museum that preserves very well 
the cultural artifacts of the past, 
then one can visit it once a year, like 
every other museum; but to live in a 
museum... no thanks.” So we want our 
church to be alive and able to give 
this.”

- Patriarch Sviatoslav of the UGCC



Forgiveness doesn’t excuse their behavior. 
Forgiveness prevents their behavior from

destroying your heart.

Did You Know We’re on Facebook?
“Like” us to receive our posts, and so that 
your friends can get to know your church 
a little. Who knows who else may “Like” 
us too? https://www.facebook.com/pages/
St-John-the-Baptizer-Ukrainian-Catholic-
Church/137098752989860

Parish Picnic
September 15th following the Divine Liturgy. 

It will take place in Collier Park across 
the street from the Church. We will have 
hamburgers, hotdogs, drinks....  And we ask 
each family to bring one dish to share that 
will serve 8 people.  There will be activies 
for all.  Bring your lawn chairs.
Cost: 	 10 years of age and younger $2.00
	 11 and up - $5.00

“For behold, some are last who will be first 
and some are first who will be last.” Luke 
13:30

Our standards in our society are so different 
from God’s standards. We often rate or rank 
people by what they have, how powerful 
they are, or how “successful” they are. Jesus 
reminds us that God will not judge us by the 
same earthly standards.

I don’t have Twitter, so I just 
go announcing out loud what 
I’m doing at random times...

I got 3 followers but I think 2 
of them are cops...

Празник – Parish Feast
Mark your calendars. On Sunday, October 6, we 
will celebrate the feast of Покров – The Holy 
Protection of the Mother of God. Tickets will be 
available in the church hall after Divine Liturgy. 
Ticket prices: Adults - $15.00; school-aged 
children (11-17) - $8.00; children 10 and under 
– Free. We need help to set up for the Praznyk 
Celebration in the Church Hall. We also need 
help with serving and with clean up following 
the celebration.

A Matter of Perspective
Three clergymen were deep in a discussion of 
the best positions for praying while a telephone 
repairman worked nearby. 

“Kneeling is definitely best,” claimed one.
“No,” another contended. “I get the best 

results standing with my arms outstretched to 
heaven.” 

“You're both wrong,” the third argued. “The 
most effective prayer position is lying on the 
floor facedown.” 

The telephone repairman could contain 
himself no longer. “Hey, guys,” he interrupted, 
“the best prayin’ I ever did was hangin’ upside 
down from a telephone pole.”

Going to the Hospital?
Please let your priest know, so that he can 
add you to the prayer list, or visit you. If you 
know someone else is in the hospital please 
let Fr. James know.



Stewardship in the Parish
Why Do We Need to Teach Stewardship in 
Our Parishes?
Every parish decides to embark upon the 
stewardship journey for a different reason.  Yet, 
basically, all of the reasons fall into one of five 
categories.  These are:
•	 It is what God calls us to do.
•	 It is what built our Church.
•	 It increases parishioners’ generosity to the 

parish.
•	 It increases participation and vitality in parish 

ministries.
•	 It enriches parishioners’ prayer lives, faith 

and spirituality.
Here is a closer look at each of these reasons.
Stewardship Is What God Calls Us to Do
Throughout sacred scripture God calls us to be a 
giving people.  The concepts of giving God our 
“first fruits” and of tithing a fair percent were first 
mentioned in the Old Testament.  About half of 
Our Lord’s parables address the proper use of 
our recourses and Jesus talks about money five 
times more than He talks about prayer.  Generous 
giving is fundamental to our faith tradition.  Any 
parish that truly wants to follow the teachings of 
Our Lord must teach and embrace stewardship.  
As the US Catholic Bishops’ write in their 
Pastoral Letter on Stewardship, Stewardship: 
A Disciple’s Response, “Once one chooses to 
become a disciple of Jesus Christ, stewardship is 
not an option.”
Stewardship Is What Built Our Church   
From the awe-inspiring European basilicas to 
the smallest rural churches in our own country, 
all of the churches, schools, hospitals and other 
Catholic agencies which we take for granted today 
have been built by previous generations giving 
generously of their time, talents and treasure.  
Auctions, raffles and golf tournaments did not 
build up the Church and they cannot maintain 
it.  The Church today was built up because our 
ancestors in faith understood their responsibility 
to support the establishment of God’s kingdom 
here on earth.  They made God a priority in their 
lives and they generously shared no matter how 
much or how little they had.

Stewardship Increases Parishioners’ 
Generosity to the Parish
Once parishioners begin to understand the 
concepts of stewardship and to realize that God 
calls them to share a fair percent of their financial 
blessings, parishes often see an increase in giving.  
Depending on the demographics and financial 
situation within the parish, a parish may see a 
10-20% increase in giving when parishioners are 
asked to make a stewardship commitment.   Over 
time, parishes that regularly teach and practice 
stewardship tend to have 5% greater giving 
than parishes that ignore this important spiritual 
teaching.
Stewardship Increases Participation and 
Vitality in Parish Ministries
Without a stewardship perspective, many parishes 
find themselves using all of their time and talent 
to raise treasure.  Instead of doing ministry to the 
poor, the needy or the spiritually hungry, parishes 
just do endless fundraising.  In contrast, when a 
parish embraces stewardship, parishioners are 
invited to share their unique talents in many 
different forms of ministry.  Parishes often see 
new forms of ministry develop when parishioners 
are asked to prayerfully discern what special 
skills and talents God might be calling them to 
share with their parish community.
Stewardship Enriches Parishioners’ Prayer 
Life, Faith and Spirituality 
Ultimately, before we give any time to any other 
activity, stewardship calls us to give time to God.  
Those who hear and understand that message 
begin to spend more time in Mass attendance, 
Eucharistic adoration, scripture reflection, private 
prayer and faith enrichment activities.  If we are 
not spending time with God, we may be good 
volunteers or good donors, but we are not good 
stewards.  We are not doing what God asks us to 
do because we have not taken the time to be with 
Him and ask for His guidance.  By establishing 
a closer relationship with God, parishioners are 
able to truly change their lives.  As they grow 
closer to God, they can more clearly hear how 
God is calling them to give more fully of their 
time, their talent and their treasure.  They give out 
of deep love for God and find joy in that giving.



Stewardship Is…
It is difficult to teach or practice stewardship, unless 
we have a clear understanding of exactly what 
stewardship is. If we wish to embrace stewardship, 
we must gradually learn to embrace every definition 
or aspect of stewardship.
• Scripture Based   All of the teachings of stewardship 
come directly from the Gospels, the Old Testament 
and the letters of the New Testament. Stewardship is 
not a new fad, or environmental word. Stewardship 
is the way God has expected His people to live since 
the beginning of time.
• Dependence on God   Stewardship is recognizing 
that everything we have is a gift from God. We can 
take credit for nothing. Everything we have and 
everything we do is a result of some gift that God 
has placed into our hands.
• Gratitude   Stewardship is living a life of gratitude 
– taking the time every day to recognize the gifts that 
God has given and to be grateful for them.
• Giving Back   Stewardship is returning a portion 
of our gifts to God. The gifts we return are our time, 
our talent and our treasure. We return these gifts not 
because God or our Church needs them but because 
we feel an overwhelming need to show our love and 
gratitude to God.
• Transformative   Stewardship is transformative. 
Once we embrace the stewardship message it 
changes the way we look at every decision we make. 
Stewardship becomes a total way of life.
• A Love Response   Once we allow God to truly 
take up residence in our hearts we become so 
overwhelmed by His abundant love for us that we 
just naturally feel the need to join our lives with Him 
and dedicate our time, talent and treasure to carrying 
out God’s work here on earth. Our generosity comes 
from within and not from any external pressure or 
reward.
• Proportionate Giving   Stewardship calls us to 
realize that each of us is called to give as God has 
given to us. We no longer base our giving on what 
others are giving. We no longer excuse ourselves 
from giving because we do not see others giving. 
Rather we give in proportion to all that God has 
given to us.
• Prayer - Spending Time with God   Stewardship 
involves spending time with God. Recognizing that 
every day is a gift from God, we strive to spend some 
of each day with God, through prayer, Divine Liturgy, 

Vespers, scripture reading, quiet, meditation and other 
spiritual activities. During this time we ask God how 
He wants us to use the gifts He has given to us.
• Participation - Sharing Talent   Stewardship 
involves sharing talent. Recognizing that God has 
given each individual unique skills and talents so 
that together we can do the work of Our Lord, we 
strive to share our own talents and to encourage and 
welcome others to also use their talents to participate 
in the mission and ministry of the Church.
• Generosity -  Giving Treasure   Stewardship 
involves giving treasure. Giving time and talent does 
not excuse us from giving treasure. Throughout the 
Gospels, Jesus challenged us to give as it has been 
given to us. Aware of our tremendous financial 
blessings, we strive to give generously to support 
the building up of God’s kingdom.  We recognize the 
10% tithe as an important sacrificial goal  Although 
this level of giving may not be immediately possible, 
we are aware of what percentage we are giving back.  
We regularly strive to increase our generosity, taking 
small incremental steps toward giving a full tithe.
• Trust in God   Stewardship is trusting God. We 
believe that our generous God will always provide 
for us. None of us will ever have all that we want, but 
we will always have all that we need.
• Accountability   Stewardship calls us to recognize 
that just as in the Parable of the Talents, each of us 
will someday be asked by God to give an accounting 
of all that we have done with the gifts that have 
been given to us. Likewise, parish communities that 
embrace stewardship must be accountable to the 
community for the way in which the parish uses the 
gifts entrusted to it.
• Thankfulness   Stewardship calls us to be ever 
grateful for the gifts that God has given. Not only are 
we called to be grateful to God, but we also must be 
grateful to one another. Just as we thank God every 
day, a stewardship parish must also show gratitude, 
recognition and appreciation to those who have 
given generously to the support of the parish.
• Counter-Cultural   Stewardship is counter-cultural. 
While society encourages us to continually strive for 
more and more, stewardship helps us to recognize 
that we already have more than enough. In fact, we 
have enough to share.
• Discipleship   Stewardship is discipleship. We 
strive to put God first in all things and to follow 
where Our Lord might lead.



Prayers for Suffering and Persecuted Christians

Again we pray for the suffering people of Egypt, Syria, and throughout the world who 
are being persecuted for their Christian faith, especially the bishops Metropolitan Paul 
and Archbishop Gregorios, who have been kidnapped: for the families, friends and com-
munities who are wounded and grieving; that the Lord Our God will look upon them 
with mercy and will heal, comfort, strengthen and shelter them in His love.
Again we pray to Thee, O Lord and God, for the repose of those who have departed 
this life in these ungodly, horrific and evil persecutions; especially those whose earthly 
sojourns have ended suddenly, without repentance; give them rest where all sickness, 
sorrow and sighing have passed away: hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.
Again we pray for all those working to bring peace, security, relief and recovery to those 
injured in body, soul and spirit and who are in desperate need; and for all who are anx-
ious and fearful; that they may persevere in their struggles and find consolation, hope 
and courage in Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Our God.
Again we pray that the Lord God will preserve this city and this holy house, and every 
city and land from pestilence, famine, earthquake, flood, fire, the sword, the invasion of 
enemies, terrorist attack and from civil war; and that our good God, who loves mankind, 
will be graciously favorable and easy to be entreated, and will turn away from us all the 
wrath stirred up against us, and deliver us from all His righteous chastisement, which 
impends against us, and have mercy upon us.



Sunday offering for July 28
	 Amount                            Number

	 $3.00		  1 (loose)
	 $10.00		  2
	 $20.00		  3
	 $40.00		  3
	 $50.00		  4
	 $75.00		  3
	 $80.00		  1
	 $100.00		  1               
	 $808.00		   

Parishioner Total: $808.00
Average / parish household (42): $19.24
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Shortfall: -$1317.00

Sunday offering for August 4
	 Amount                            Number

	 $10.00		  4
	 $40.00		  1
	 $50.00		  1
	 $75.00		  2
	 $100.00		  1
	 $400.00		  1
	 $500.00		  1               
	$1280.00		   

Parishioner Total: $1280.00
Average / parish household (42): $30.48
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Shortfall: -$845.00

Sunday offering for August 18
	 Amount                            Number

	 $10.00		  2
	 $15.00		  1
	 $16.00		  1 (loose)
	 $20.00		  2
	 $40.00		  2
	 $45.00		  1
	 $50.00		  3
	 $75.00		  1
	 $100.00		  2
	 $120.00		  1
	 $125.00		  1               
	 $886.00		   

Parishioner Total: $826.00
Visitor Total: $60.00
Average / parish household (42): $19.67
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Shortfall: -$1299.00

Sunday offering for August 11
	 Amount                            Number

	 $10.00		  2
	 $20.00		  2
	 $30.00		  1
	 $40.00		  1
	 $50.00		  1
	 $75.00		  1
	 $150.00		  1               
	 $425.00		   

Parishioner Total: $405.00
Visitor Total: $20.00
Average / parish household (42): $9.64
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Shortfall: -$1720.00

The Church New Year –September 1st

Every time we enter upon another year whether it be civil or ecclesiastical we have 
the opportunity to reflect upon the past and make changes for a better future. Let us 
ask ourselves: What practical changes can I make which will allow the Lord to act 
more in my life? 

Can I do more in my spiritual life – prayer, study, almsgiving, stewardship? Can we 
do more as a community – outreach, charity, evangelism? How can I personally and 
we collectively play a part in making this coming year better than the previous year?
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