Tue TWeENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Icon of the Holy Martyr Demetrius -- October 26th



24™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
FEAST OF DEMETRIUS THE MYRRHBEARER & GREAT MARTYR OF THESSALONIKI

OCTOBER 26, 2008
Tone 7
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 27 — NOVEMBER 2, 2008
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28 6:30 PM LITTLE VESPERS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29  8:30 AM LITURGY CHRISTIA BANKSTON; REQ: FR. JAMES
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30 8:30 AM LITURGY SPECIAL INTENTION
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 6:00 PM GREAT VESPERS FOR SUNDAY
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

Christmas Cards
Starting next Sunday, November 2, Ukrainian Christmas Cards will be for sale in
the Church Hall. Please see Mary Kitt to purchase.

CHANGE YOUR CLOCK

Next Sunday, November 2nd at 2AM, we set our clocks
back one hour. It is also a good time to change the
batteries in your smoke detectors.

CHANGE YOUR BATTERY

Books for sale:
Millennium of Christian in Ukrainian: A Symposium, published in 1987 by St. Paul
University in Ottawa, Canada. It is available for $5.00.

The Divine Liturgy: Anthology for Worship. Published in 2004 by the Metropolitan
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies in Ottawa, Canada. It is available for
$40.00. Please see Fr. James if you wish to purchase one of these books.

Over the Top!
Anna and Martha Oleksyshyn Memorial Matching Fund
Through the generosity of Roman Oleksyshyn and in memory of his wife and sister,

this fund has been established to reduce the parish debt. We have reached our goal
of donations totaling $10,000.00. With Pan Roman’s matching contribution, that
brings the Grand Total to $20,000.00.

Sunday Collection: October 19, 2008: $462.00
Oleksyshyn Fund: $500.00
Book Sales: $40.00

Total: $1002.00




Holodomor Commemorations
San Diego: Saturday, November 22 there will be a Panakhyda Service at Holy
Cross cemetery to commemorate the Holodomor. Please see the separate flyer or
the Parish homepage for more information.

Los Angeles: On Saturday November 8 and Sunday November 9, there will be
various events to commemorate the Holodomor. Please see the separate flyer for
more information.

The Holy Great-martyr Demetrius This glorious and wonderworking
saint was born in Thessalonica of noble and devout parents. Implored
of God by childless parents, Demetrius was their only son, and so was
raised and educated with great care. Demetrius's father was a
commander in Thessalonica. When his father died, Emperor Maximian
appointed Demetrius as commander in his place. As he appointed him,
Maximian, an opponent of Christ, particularly recommended that he
persecute and exterminate the Christians in Thessalonica. Demetrius
not only disobeyed the emperor but openly confessed and preached the
Lord Jesus Christ in the city of Thessalonica. When the emperor heard
of this he became furious with Demetrius. Then, when he was returning
from battle against the Sarmatians, Maximian stopped at Thessalonica
to investigate the matter. The emperor summoned Demetrius and questioned him about his faith.
Demetrius openly acknowledged his Christian Faith to the emperor and also denounced the
emperor's idolatry. Maximian cast Demetrius into prison. Knowing what was awaiting him,
Demetrius gave all his goods to his faithful servant Lupus to distribute to the poor, and joyfully
awaited his imminent suffering for Christ the Lord. An angel of God appeared to him in prison,
saying: “Peace be to you, O sufferer of Christ; be brave and be strong!” After several days, the
emperor sent soldiers to the prison to kill Demetrius. The soldiers found the saint of God at prayer
and ran him through with lances. Christians secretly took his body and honorably buried it.

Healing myrrh flowed from the body of the martyr of Christ, curing many of the sick. Soon, a
small church was built over his relics. An Illyrian nobleman, Leontius, was afflicted with an
incurable illness. He hastened, with prayer, to the relics of St. Demetrius and was completely
healed. In thanksgiving, Leontius erected a much larger church on the site of the old church. The
saint appeared to him on two occasions. When Emperor Justinian wanted to translate the relics of
the saint from Thessalonica to Constantinople, flaming sparks sprang from the tomb and a voice
was heard: “Stop, and do not touch!” And thus, the relics of St. Demetrius have remained for all
time in Thessalonica. As the protector of Thessalonica, St. Demetrius has appeared many times,
and on many occasions has saved Thessalonica from great calamity. His miracles are without
number.

Social Committee Pot-Luck
At 6:00 p.m. on Monday, November 3, the Social Committee will have a pot-luck and
a meeting to plan the upcoming events for December and January.



WHAT IS MY REPLY?

The people of Gerasene lived in the darkness of paganism when Christ, crossing the
borders of the Jewish nation, went to them and brought them the light of His teachings.
At that time, He also cured a man possessed by an evil demon. But the people did not
like the light and asked Christ to leave their land.

What Christ did in Gerasene is the same thing He does today, and will continue to do
in the future. Christ is an individual Who shakes up the established order. We know that
Christ brought us peace but, usually, before giving us peace, He creates conflict within
us. In the Holy Gospel, Christ appears as a person who brings conflict and upheaval into
people’s lives by making them see the faults of the system in which they exist.

When Christ stood trial before Pilate, many witnesses came forth with false
accusations against Him. But one statement by a witness was true — “He stirs up the
people” (Lk. 23, 5). Truly, He did stir up the people and threw them into a whirlwind of
ecstasy towards His ideals. With His teachings, He overthrew the empire. He changed
the course of human history.

When we look at ourselves and at the lives we lead and then compare ourselves to
Jesus, our first words will be: “I am not like that.” But the following words may be: “But I
could be. I could dedicate myself to the service of others. I am not like Him, but I could
be and should be like Him.” The history of Christianity tells us that there were those
people who allowed Christ to inspire them to such an extent that they became like their
Savior. In order to bring us back to a life consistent with the teachings of God, Christ
comes to us uninvited, just as He did to the inhabitants of Gerasene. In His mercy, He
calls upon us to do good deeds. But, the choice is ours, whether or not to heed His call.

We must admit that the request of the inhabitants of Gerasene for Christ to leave
was the highest form of ingratitude and self-centeredness. If we consider the fact that
these words were directed at Christ, our Savior, then they become even more cruel. But,
are there not those among us who speak the same way? Of course, none of us would
dare to say to Christ: “Go away.” But, when we look closer at our lives, we may see that,
sometimes our actions are the similar to those of the people of Gerasene. We say: “Go
away from us” when we try to be only good, although Christ calls on us to be the best.

We say: “Go away from us” when we turn a blind eye to the needs of our neighbor
and a deaf ear to his cries for help. Our actions in these, and other circumstances, are an
echo of the words of the people of Gerasene: “Go away from us.”

What is Christ’s answer to this request? Only one — He responds to our request and
He goes away. The Lord does not want to, and He cannot, force usto accept Him. He
stands at the door and knocks. We decide whether or not to open the door to Him. We
can say: “No” or “Yes”. Let us each ask ourselves: “What will my answer be?”



AKA MO4 BIJNOBI/b?

[epasvHCbKUI HApO/| KB Y TEMHOTI IIOraHCTBA, a8 XpUCTOC, IEPECTYNMBILN
KOPJOHH XKU/IiBCbKOI 3eMJIi, NPUMIIOB 10 HUX i IpHUHIcC iM cBiT/10 CBOEI HAYKH Ta
03/J0POBUB JIIOJJUHY, HAlIOBHEHY 3JIUM YXOM. AJle BOHU He 3JII00UJIU CBiT/Ia 1 TOMY
BUIIM XpUCTOBI HazycTpiy i Mosnau Horo ,,mo6u Bin Bigiiimos Bijg HUX”.

Te, ujo Icyc BUMHUB B repa3uHChbKil 3emJ1i, BiH po6uTh i cboTO/IHI, 1 po6UTUME B
Mal6yTHbOMY. XpUCTOC — Ii€ iHJIUBilya/IbHICTh, IKa 3pyHIYE i moTpscae. Mu 3HaEMo,
110 XpUCTOC MPUHIC HAaM MUD, CIIOKIiH, ajie, 3BUYAHO, IepeJ, TUM fIK AaTU HaM uoro, Bin
3poOUTh HAac HecOKiMHUMU. Y CBATOMY EBaHreJiii XpUcToC BUCTYNAE K 0€00a, 110
BOPYIIUTH, HENOKOITh JIOEN.

Kousiu Xpuctoc cTosiB Ha cyai nepe/ [Innatom, cBifiku GabIIMBO CBiJYUIN TPOTH
Hroro. Asie ojiHe cBijlueHHs 6yJsi0 mpaBauBe — ,,BiH Bopoxo6utsb Hapox  (JIk. 23, 5).
JikicHo, BiH cTpscae ntoabMU U KUJIA€ iX y BUP 3axomieHHs. CBOE Haykoto Bin
no6opos iMmmnepito, BiH 3MiHUB Tedito J0ACHKOI icTOpil.

Kosiv MU r/isHEeMo Ha Halle )KUTTS | Ha ce6e caMUX, Ta NOPIBHAEMO MOTO0 3 XKUTTAM
XpucTa, TOAI HAlIKMM NEePUIMM CJ0BOM 6yje: {1 He Takui”. Ajle ApyruM cJ10BOM Oyze:
»$s1 MOXKy 6yTH Takui. { Moy BifijlaTu cebe Ha cayx0y aApyrum. { He TakuH, sk BiH, asne
1 MOXY OYTH, 1 NIOBUHEH OYTH TakuK . [CTOPisi XpUCTUSHCTBA CBi[YUTD, 1110 OYJIU TaKi
JIIOJTH, SIKi 03BOJIUJIM XPUCTOBI 3BOPOXOOUTHU cebe /10 TaKOoi MipH, 1[0 YIOoAiOHUIUCS
Homy, Hamomy CrnacuTeJieBi.

[Ilo6u HaBepHYTH Hac [0 60royroAHOro XUTTS, XpUCTOC IPUXOAUTH 6€3
3ampolIeHHs, TaK, 1K 6e3 3anpouleHHs BiH NpuiiloB A0 MemkaHIiB ['epasu. Bin cBo€ro
JIaCKOI0 OBy KY€ HAC 0 JOGPHUX JiJ, ajle Bij HAC 3a/1€XUThb, Y4 MM npuiimeMo Koro
BUKJIUK.

Mycumo npu3sHaTH, 110 IPOXaHHS I'epa3vHLiB € BEJIMKOI HEBAAYHICTIO i rpy6UM
MaTepisaaizMmoM. AKILo B34THU [0 yBary, L0 Ti CJ10Ba CTOCYHThCA XpUCTA, HALIOTO
CracuTesis, TOAi BOHU CTAaHYTbh AJI HAC )KaxJMBUMHU. AJle YU HeMa€ MK HAMU TaKHX,
SKi TOoBOpATH Tak caMo? OUeBUHO, HIXTO 3 HAC He BiZIBaXKUTHCS CKa3aTU XPUCTOBI:
»,3abuparica”. Asne, SIK MU IPUTJITHEMOCS GJIMKYE /10 HALIOTO XKHUTTS, TO M06a4YUMO, 10
B HAULIMX JiiJIaX € 6araTo CX0>K0ro 3 NIPOXaHHSM I'epa3vHLiB.

Mu roBopumo: ,,Iau Bif Hac” ToZi, KOJIM MU CTapaEMOCs OyTH Julle JOOPUMH, X0ua
Bin ksinve Hac 6yTH HalKpamyuMu. Mu ropopumo: ,,[u Bij Hac”, KOJIW MU TJyXi [0
noTpeb 6JMXKHBOTO, KOJIM MU JIIHYEMOCS JaTH BiZINOBilb TOMY, XTO IPOCUTb JOIOMOTH.
Hami aii B Takux 4M iHIIKMX NO/[iOHUX BUIA/[KaX € TOTBOPEHHSM CJIiB I'epa3uHIliB:
,Bigilay 3 HAIKMX OKOJIUIIL”.

flka € XpucToBa BiiNOBiAb Ha Take NpoxaHHA? Jlunie ogHa — BiH BUKOHAE
npoxaHHs, BiH BigganuTtbcs Big Hac. [ocnoib He Xo4de ¥ He MOYKe HAaCUJbHO AiITH HaJ,
HaMH. BiH cToiTh 6in4 gBepeii i ctykae. Hama cnpasa BiguunaTu Homy. ko Mu He
X04YeMO BIJUWMHUTH, TOJAI MU IMOBOJII BiggansgeMocs Big Hboro. Mu MmoxxeMo cKkasaTu:
,Hi” a6o ,,Tak”. KoxxeH, oT>Ke, Hexall cnuTae cebe: ,fka Mmoa BignoBigb?”



Ykpaincoka Kamonuywvka Ilapagia Mamepi boscoi Heycmarouoi Ilomoui
Hepxsa Cesaroro IIpopoxka it [Ipenreun Moana Xpecturens
Cearuns Csatoro Mukonas, Apxuenuckona Mip Jlikilicekoro, Uy noTBopiis

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John

Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

IMapox: o. SIkiB beHbKCTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston

frjames(@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Soldier Saint

Saint Demetrius was a martyr who is believed to have lived in Thessaloniki in the earth 4"
century. During the Middle Ages, he came to be revered as one of the most important soldier saints,
often paired with Saint George. As with many of the early martyrs, most of what know about the life
of Saint Demetrius is legend. It is said that Demetrius was brought up by Christian parents who kept
their faith secret since during the first three centuries of the Christian era because believers in Jesus
were persecuted. His father was a proconsul, a ruler of the city in the name of Rome. The emperor
Maximian, trusting Demetrius, named him to hold the post held by the father before he died. He gave
him a strict command: “Put to death anyone who calls on the name of Christ.” Instead, Proconsul
Demetrius used his post to proclaim the Gospel. When Maximian heard of this he was more than
furious and ordered that Demetrius be immediately arrested. It is Demetrius who prevailed, however,
for Maximian is merely a name in history books while Demetrius continues to be present in the lives
of countless faithful throughout the world who ask for his help and protection in the trials and
tribulations of earthly life.

The icon of Saint Demetrius 1s similar to that of St. George except that his spear is raised to
smite a man rather than a dragon, as in the case of St. George. In fact both Saints are known as
“Military Saints.” And both are also “Great Martyrs™ for their glory lies not in any military victory
but in the victory that is won when one gives his life for the sake of the Gospel. Saint Demetrius is
also called “the Myrrh-streamer” because of fragrant healing oil which has flowed from his tomb. His
relics are venerated at the Aghios Demetrios Basilica in Thessaloniki.
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