


o

¢ November 20,2016

27™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — TONE 2
PREFEAST OF THE ENTRANCE INTO THE TEMPLE

OuURr VENERABLE FATHER AND CONFESSOR GREGORY THE DECAPOLITE
Our HoLy FATHER ProcLUS, ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE
COMMEMORATION OF BLESSED JoSAPHATA HORDASHEVSKA, FIRST SUPERIOR OF THE SISTERS
SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE (+1919)

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 2() — NOVEMBER 27

SuNpAY, NOVEMBER 20 — PREFEAST OF THE ENTRANCE INTO THE TEMPLE

6:00 PM —

GREAT VESPERS FOR THE FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE (SATISFIES OBLIGATION)

MonpAY, NOVEMBER 21 — THE ENTRANCE INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE MosT HoLy THEOTOKOS (OBLIGATORY FEAST)

9:30 AM —  DIvINE LITURGY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Please note: NO VESPERS
SunpAY, NOVEMBER 27

— 28" SunpAy AFTER PENTECOST; THE HoLy GREAT MARTYR JAMES THE PERSIAN;

OUR VENERABLE FATHER PALLADIUS

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

Fr. James will be away...

Fr. James will be out of town through 11/23
through 11/27. In case of an emergency please
contact either:

e Fr. Brian Escobedo at (858) 277-2511
e Fr. James Babcock at (714) 600-3660
e Fr. Ihor Koshyk at (323) 663-6307.

During Fr. James’ absence next Sunday, Divine
Liturgy will be celebrated by Fr. James Babcock.

Blessed Nativity Fast!!!!

Are you fasting? Show me your
fast with your works. Which
works? If you see someone who is
poor, show him mercy. If you see
an enemy, reconcile with him. If
you see a friend who is becoming
successful, do not be jealous of
him! Love your neighbor.

—St. John Chrysostom

“The Woman Whom even God
dreamed of before the world was
made; The Woman of Who, though
no priest, could yet on Calvary’s
Hill breathe, ‘this is my Body; this
is my Blood’ — for none save Her
gave Him human life. The Woman
Who guides my pen, which falters
so with words in telling of the
Word. The Woman Who, in a world
of reds, shows forth the blue of
hope. Accept these dried grapes
of thoughts from this poor author,
who has no wine; work a miracle
and save a soul forgetting not my
own.”

— Venerable Fulton Sheen
(Dedication Poem in World’s First Love)



WhHY WE FasT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Vincent Gabriel

The time of preparation before Christmas is
intended to be a time of purposeful asceticism,
almsgiving, and learning to say yes to God
while saying no to our own desires.

But Christmas, and especially in present
day America, has become a time of great
anxiety and materialism, despite the fact
that most every song one hears, most every
retail ad one reads, and most every film that
is produced—with “Christmas” as a theme—
will try to convince us that it’s a time for
warmth, joy, spending time with family, and
even taking a break from the regular hustle
of everyday life. If only this were the case.

On the contrary, Christmas — a period
of time that seems to grow longer and
more arduous by the year — is preceded
by ominous social media status updates
that lament: “I can’t believe it’s already
November ... Christmas is just around
the corner,” or “My children won’t stop
bothering me about [insert the latest gadget
here] ... I can’t wait until Christmas is over,”
and so on. Many will also complain: “Wow.
I am not ready for Christmas. Where has
the time gone?”

This grief and anxiety should not be. No, we
have certainly missed the purpose of this
feast — and the time of preparation and
fasting that precedes it — if all we can do is
approach it with stress and sorrow.

As I mentioned above, the time before
Nativity — Advent (or “Coming”) in the
West, and the Fast of St. Philip the Apostle
(due to its beginning on the eve of this
Saint’s feast) or simply “the Nativity fast”

in the Orthodox Church — is intended to
be utilized for one’s Spiritual benefit (and
indeed, for the life of the world), not for
remorse or regret.

The Nativity fast dates to the year 1166
and a synod at Constantinople, where our
fathers inaugurated a forty-day period of
fasting and preparation before the annual
celebration of Christ’s Incarnation. This
period of forty days is analogous to the forty
days that Moses fasted before receiving the
commandments from God.

Of this connection, St. Symeon of
Thessaloniki (ca. A.D. 1381—1429) writes:

The Nativity Forty-day Fast represents
the fast undertaken by Moses, who —
having fasted for forty days and forty
nights — received the Commandments
of God, written on stone tablets. And we,
fasting for forty days, will reflect upon
and receive from the Virgin the living
Word — not written upon stone, but
born, incarnate — and we will commune
of His Divine Body.

If nothing else, then, the time of prayer
and fasting before Nativity reminds us
that we, as Orthodox Christians, are given
the immense and unthinkable blessing,
privilege, and honor of receiving the very
Body and Blood of our Lord, God and Savior
Jesus Christ. But as we say yes to Christ in
the holy mysteries, we must also learn to
say no to ourselves, making a point to both
follow Christ and serve those in need.



It is no coincidence that Christ, in one
of the Gospel readings during Nativity
exhorts: “Whoever does not bear his cross”
as well as “forsake all that he has cannot
be my disciple” (Luke 14:27,33). While the
faithful prepare to receive Christ anew in
his Incarnation, we must also be prepared
to relinquish whatever it is we possess that
keeps us from the glory of his everlasting
kingdom.

But even as the faithful are called to a period
of spiritual quietude and even asceticism
during this fasting period, we should not
engage in asceticism and bear this cross as
an end unto itself. Rather, we learn to say no
to ourselves so that we can say yes to God.
And in saying yes to the poor and the needy,
we are saying yes to Christ, so that we might
share in the vision of Cornelius, hearing:
“Your prayers and alms have ascended as a
memorial before God” (Acts 10:4).

An effective remedy for the anxieties and
desires of this time of year is found in a
concern for our fellow man. Rather than
being so caught up in the materialism
and “me too” nature of contemporary
celebrations, Orthodox Christians should
play a pivotal role in showing a wholly
better and more noble way forward.

Incidentally, the other Gospel readings
throughout the Nativity fast remind us not
only why we are participating, but also how
we can make the most out of it. For example,
we should not lay up treasure for ourselves,
while neglecting God (Luke 12:16—21), but
should rather be “rich” towards God — and
by consequence, towards those who are in
need. We should not make excuses when it
comes to serving or helping those in distress

(Luke 13:10—-17). And, of course, we should
be willing to “sell all that [we] have and
distribute to the poor” (Luke 18:22).

It’sinthesevirtues,and ina genuine concern
for others, that we can be released from the
empty cares of this world, especially as they
are emphasized during the holiday season.
If we give to the poor, we are giving to God.
If we say no to our own desires, we can
fulfill the needs of those who are looking for
someone — anyone — that is willing to say
yes on their behalf.

As families, we can help our children give
or donate to a family, friend, or even a
complete stranger in need, rather than
providing them with more and more stuff.

As individuals, we can honor the fast, spend
more time in prayer, and make a conscious
effort to love our neighbors as ourselves,
dedicating this season to be a time for true,
spiritual growth. We can practice the religion
of St. James that is “pure and undefiled” before
God: “... to visit orphans and widows in their
afflictions, and to keep oneself unstained by
theworld” (James 1:27). Instead of overeating
for the next month, spending countless hours
at parties and other premature celebrations,
we can fast from our regular intake of food
so that we have more time and resources to
give to those who are truly in need—not to
mention more focus and attention for prayer
and spiritual growth.

Rather than approaching this Nativity
season with anxiety and distress, dedicate
yourself to the true spirit of the season and
the greater purpose that lies within: the
salvation and healing of the world through
the Incarnation of Jesus Christ.



BBEJEHHS B XPAM MPECBATOI BOT'OPOIMIII
21 qaucmonaoa

"llpevucmuii xpam Cnacis, npeyinna ceimuuys i
Hisa; ceawennuii ckapo boowcoi crasu, Onecw

8eooumucst 6 0im Tocnoonin'
(Konpak nmpa3Huka).

JAYXOBHE 3HAYEHHA ITPASHUKA JIJISA HAC

[I[po mo HamM TOBOPUTH MpPA3HUK
BBenenns? SIky nyXoBHY HayKy BiH
HaMm nae? IlpazHuk BBeaeHHS TOBOPUTH
HaM HacaMmIiepeJl PO PaiCHY >KEPTBY
cBathx Moaknma i AuHM. BoHu CBOIO,
B bora Bumo-
JIEHY, JIOHEYKY
caMi MPUBOATH
hio) Xpamy
Ha ciryx0y
Borosi. Ha
KaHOHI yTpeHi
Mpa3HUKa B
BOCBHMIN  MICHI
YUTAEMO:
"AHHA KOJIMCh,
npuBonsun [peuncruii Xpam (Mapito)
y aiM boxwul, TolocHO 3akiukana 1 3
BIpOIO CcKazasa Jo cesmieHuka: "Ipuitmum
ChOTO/IHI TUTHHY, BoroMm MeH1 1aHy, BBE 1
il y xpam TBoro TBOpIIS 1 paliCHO criBai
Homy: OGmarocnoBiTh yci mina ['ocrona".
Ta He Timbku OaTHKU Paji0 MPHUBOISATH
CBOIO TUTHUHY Ha ciyxOy borosi, aiue
i Mapisa pamo iae 3a roigocom boxum
i cBOIX GarbkiB. Sk cBsTHii Moakum i
AHHa, Tak 1 Mapis € s Hac rapHUM

3pa3KoM PpaJICHOT JKEPTBU 1 CIyKOU
borosgi.

Moske 11e Hikou yest Xpuctona Llepkaa,
a B TiM 1 Hama [lepkBa, He nmepexuBaia
TaKOTO BEJIMKOTO OpakKy MOKJIWKaHb Ha
CBAINIEHHUKIB,
MOHaxiB 1
MOHaXWHb, SIK
ceoroani. Jlyx
MaTepisIizMy
U CEKyIpU3My
mopa3 Ouibliie
i OLIbIIIE
IPOHUKAE B
HaIlll  POJUHU,
TOMY IIOpa3 MEHILE i MEHIIe MaeMO
MOJIOJI1, 0X0YO1 Ha KEPTBY U MOCBATY IS
bora, cBoei LlepkBu 1 Hapony. Illopa3
MEHIIIe B HAC 0aThKiB, 5K 32 MIPUKJIIAIOM
cBATOi AHHU Oyau O TOTOBI CKazaTH
Hami [lepksi: "[lpuiimu AuTUHY, SKY
bor meHn1 gas".

O3Hakor0  IMOOKOI  PEemriiHOCTH
AKOrOCh Hapoay € HE TUIbKM HOro
BEeIMYaBl I YMCIEHHI LEpKBU U
MOHACTHUpi, aje MepeAyciM HOro umuc-
JICHHI TIOKJIMKAHHS, TOOTO CBSIICHUKH,



MICIOHepU MOHaXu ¥ MoHaxuHi. Higoro
HE JOMOMOXKYTh HaM HaBITh HallKparii
CBATHHI M 30JIOTI TIPECTOJIM, KOJIH HE
MaTUMEMO CBSIIEHUKIB, $SKI B THX
XpaMax 1 Ha TUX MPECTOJIaxX MPUHOCUIU
06 beskposny XeptBy, yausum O CBATI
TaiHCTBa ¥ rojocwin O boxe cioBo.
Ham cniyra boxuii Mutpononiut AHapei
[entunpkuit kaxe: “3po3ymiiTte, M0
HapoJI0BI Tpeba 70 CrmaceHHs PEeBHUX 1
CBATUX CBAILIEHUKIB”. bpak IyXoBHUX
NOKJIMKAaHb Y HApO/I1 BEJIE 10 MOBLILHOTO
3aBMUpaHHs L{epkBH il yXOBHOIO KUTTS
il BipHHX, 00 TyXOBHUM CTaH — II€ CEPIIEe
1 nyma LepkBu.

Jle miykatu poO3B’A30K I[i€1 Ba)JIUBOT
npobnemu? Jle BIAcCTUBO poASTHCS 1
BUPOCTAIOTh  JyXOBHI  MOKJIMKaHHS?
Haitkpammii  ropoxmenp, A€ PpOCTYTh
1 J103p1BaIOTh MMOKJINKAHHS hi(e}
CBAIIECHUIIBKOTO ¥ MOHAIIIOTO CTaHy
— e Ja00puil XPUCTUSHCHKUU JTIM.
“JloOpuii  pOAMHHMI  IiM, Kaxe
HIMeLbKUI KapauHan M. ®asnbradep,
— 1€ mepiia JAyXOoBHA cemiHapis’. A
cBsaTa L{epkBa 4acTo Ha3WBa€e POAVMHHUI
JiM KOJTUCKOIO TMOKJIMKaHb. CTaTHUCTHKA
CBIIUMTH, IO II'ITAECAT BIJACOTKIB
JTYXOBHUX MOKJIMKAaHb BUPILIYETHCS MIXK
IIIOCTHM 1 YOTUPHAIATAM POKOM JKUTTS,
II€ TOH Yac, KOJIM JIMTHHA III€ IT1]] ITOBHUM
BILUIMBOM CBOIX OaTbKiB.

Hyx xeptBu B poauHi mais bora 1 cBoel
LlepkBu € Ay*e BaXKJIMBHUM YHUHHUKOM Y

IJIEKaHHI MOKJIMKaHb. be3 nyxa xepTBu
HeMa J1I000BM 17ealliB, 00 >XKepTBa Iie
MoBa J1t000BH. Tomy OaTbku TOBUHHI
BiJIpa3y BiJ KOJIUCKHU 3alPaBIISITH CBOIX
JUTEN 710 )KEPTBU U MOCBSTH.

Ta, Ha ’kajab, CbOTOAHI HEe 0araro TaKux
XPUCTUSHCHKUX OaThKIB, SIK1 TUIEKaIH O B
POJIMHI JyX >KEPTBU Ta 1/i€an JyXOBHOTO
MMOKJIMKaHHA. 3aTe B HacC € 0araTo OaTbKIB,
[0 B 3apOJKy BOMBAIOTH I0JIOC MOKJIU-
KaHHS y CepIsiX CBOIX JITEH.

MaiibytHe Hamoi IlepkBu # Hapomy
0araro B 4oMy 3aJIeKUTh BiJI TOTO, SIK
Hall yKpaiHChbKI OaThKM BHXOBAIOTh
cBoix nmiteir. Ham moTpibHI 06arbkw,
SKi 3a IPHKIAIOM cBsitoro Moaknuma it
AHHH pajio OarocioBWiIN O CBOIX JiTeH
Ha IIJIONAIbHY XepTBY Ayisg bora, cBoel
Lepksu it Hapoay. Ham moTpiOHa ineiina
MOJIOJIb, siKa 3a 3pa3koM [Ipeuncroi JliBu
Mapii pano imna 6u 3a boxxum ronocom
Ha ciyx0y borogi, L{epksi i HapomoBi. I
IIOMHO TOJI1 3MOKEMO CMUITHBO TUBUTHCS
B MaiOyTHe Hammoi LlepkBu it Hapomy.



The Presentation of the Most Holy Mother of God In the Temple

November 21

“The most pure Temple of the Saviour,
the most precious chamber and Virgin;
sacred treasure of God's glory, today

is being presented in the house of the Lord.”
(Kontakion of the feast)

The Spiritual Significance of the Feast

What does the feast of the Entrance
convey to us? What spiritual lesson
does it offer us? First of all, it speaks
to us of the joyful sacrifice of Joachim
and Anna. They
themselves

bring their
daughter to the
Temple and

offer her to the

service of God.

In the canon

of Matins of

this feast in the

eighth Ode we

read: “Anna, when bringing the Most
Pure Temple (that is Mary) into the house
of God, exclaimed to the priest: Today,
receive the child given to me by God,
take her into the Temple of your Creator
and joyfully sing to Him: all you bless
the works of the Lord.””

But not only do the parents joyfully bring
their child to offer her to the service of
God; Mary also gladly obeys the voice
of God and of her parents. Like Joachim

and Anna, Mary too is a very beautiful
example for us of joyful sacrifice and
service to God.

Perhaps today, more than ever before, the
entire  Church
of Christ,
our Church
included, 1S
suffering from
a great dearth of
vocations to the
priesthood and
religious life.
The spirit of

materialism and secularism is invading
our families more and more, and we
have fewer and fewer youths willing to
sacrifice and dedicate themselves to the
service of God, their Church and their
nation. There are fewer and fewer parents
among our people who, like St. Anna, are
ready to say to our Church: “Receive the
child given to me by God.”

A sign of deep piety of a nation is not
only its magnificent and numerous



churches and monasteries but, above
all, its numerous vocations — its priests,
missionaries, monks and nuns. The most
beautiful churches and gilded altars will
be of no help to us if we do not have
priests to offer the Unbloody Sacrifice,
administer the Holy Sacraments, and
preach the word of God in those churches.
The Servant of God Metropolitan Andrew
Sheptytsky says: “You must understand
that the nation also needs zealous and
holy priests to bring salvation.” The
lack of religious vocations among a
people must lead to a gradual dying of
the Church and of the spiritual life of its
faithful, for the religious state is the heart
and soul of the Church.

Where are we to look for the solution
to such a burning problem? Where are
religious vocations nurtured? The best
garden where vocations to the priesthood
or religious state grow and mature is a
good Christian home. “A good Christian
home,” says the German Cardinal
M. Faulhaber, “is the first spiritual
seminary.” Holy Church frequently
calls the home the cradle of vocations.
Statistics show that fifty percent of the
religious vocations arise between the
ages of six and fourteen, that is, during
that time of life when the child is still
under the full influence of its parents.

The spirit of sacrifice in the family in
relation to God and one’s Church is a very

important factor in fostering vocations.
Without the spirit of sacrifice, there is
no pursuit of ideals, for sacrifice is the
language of love. Consequently, parents
should prepare their children from the
very cradle for sacrifice and dedication.

Unfortunately, however, there are few
such Christian parents today who strive
to cultivate the spirit of sacrifice and the
ideal of a religious vocation in the home.
On the contrary, among our faithful there
are many parents who suppress the first
signs of a vocation in the hearts of their
children.

To a very great degree, the future of our
Church and nation depends upon how our
Ukrainian parents educate their children.
We need parents who, following the
example of SS.Joachim and Anna, would
gladly offer their children as a “burnt”
offering to God, their Church and their
nation. We need youth with ideals, who
like the model of the Most Pure Virgin
Mary, would gladly follow the voice
of God and dedicate themselves to the
service of God, the Church and the
nation. Only then will we be able to look
forward to a brighter and happier future
for our Church and our nation.



New Star has gone online, and is as near as your
computer. You may access our official eparchial
publication at esnucc.org/newstar

You may print the entire issue on 8 1/2” x 11” paper.
Itis your choice for color or not, single-side or double
sided. You may choose only one language or both, it

is up to you. Or, you may read it from your monitor, and/or store it
on your computer for further reference.

Although New Star is in a different format, it has a familiar feel in
its set up.

Be sure to see and complete the form to give your email address for
a subscription. There will be a notice sent to you when the next issue
is ready to be read.

If you do not have access to a computer, please inform the pastor.

Sunday offering for November 13 PArisi Conmrres
) Nugh N FinancE COMMITTEE:
mount  Numoer lyra Heltsley
$15 00 I S[ephen Hojsan
' Maria Hughes
$20.00 B Bohdan Kniahynycky;
$30.00 I Pastorar, CounciL:
$39.00 I (loose) Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
§40.00 B
' Gabriel Espedal
$5000 | Mark Hartman
$85.00 | [Luke Miller
§100.00 | . L?’I‘E\\K\[.{DSHIP (f{‘l‘:\[)[{\lSlN(;) COMMITTEE:
onaan nlanyny(t }‘]
40000 1 Susan Avant
$899.00 John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)
Parishioner Total: §899.00 SociaL COMMITTEE
Average [ parish houschold (42): $11.53 8%221?(}1‘;:?:2?(‘1
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $1288.00 Michael Miller
", Olga Miller
Deficit: ($38900) LLubomyra Yoldas




Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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