


Sunday Collection: January 11, 2009: 
8:00 AM $71.00 
10:00 AM $807.00 
2nd Collection: $28.00 
Total: $906.00 

Sunday Collection: January 18, 2009: 
8:00 AM $175.00 
10:00 AM Christmas Day: $650.00 
Total: $825.00 

Sunday Collection: January 25, 2009: 
8:00 AM $72.00 
10:00 AM $636.00 
Total: $708.00 

 
Koliada $350.00 
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NOVEMBER 22, 2009 
  

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
TONE 8 

  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 23 – NOVEMBER 29, 2009 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26 9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY THANKSGIVING DAY 
    IN THANKSGIVING; REQ: OLGA FEDUNYAK 
 6:00 PM GREAT VESPERS  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 9:30 AM LITURGY –   TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     FOR ALL PARISHIONERS 
 

 

  Remember in your prayers   
Please remember in your prayers those members of our parish, our family and 
friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able 
to join actively in their community. Remember especially the following: Katherine 
Andrus, Walter & Isabella Bachynsky, Susie Boyko, Sonya Cronin, Helen Davis, 
Bohdanchik James, Maria Laszok, Lesya Loznycky, Alice Melnyk, and Sophia Skop. 
Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone else who should be remembered. 

  

Prayers For Those Serving In The Armed Forces 
Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are 
actively serving their countries in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas, 
Elizabeth Heltsley, Oksanna Hirniak, Andrew Hrynkiw, Zenon and Susan Keske, 
Michael Lopes, Vasyl and Volodymyr Lylak, Paul Richelmi and Brian Tuthill. Please 
give any names of those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to Fr. James. 

   

Parish Meeting must be postponed 
Due to the recent break-ins at the parish and the time needed to deal with all the complications of these 
events, regrettably I must postpone the parish meeting until a later date. 
  

God Provides! 
Due to the recent break-ins we needed a security system. While evaluating several bids, I contacted the 
Knights of Columbus and one of their members installs such systems.  He came and evaluated our needs 
and then informed me that he would contact other benefactors and make sure that the hardware and 
installation will be free of charge!  The $30.00/month monitoring fee will still be our responsibility, but a 
parishioner has pledged to increase his monthly donation by that amount.  God bless such generosity!   

 

’Tis the Season Concert 
Ticket for the ’Tis the Season Christmas Concert are selling quickly.  If you wish to purchase 
tickets you should do so soon in order to save on the cost. Please see the flyer in the church hall 
for information on purchasing your tickets. 



Thanksgiving	
  –	
  The	
  National	
  Holy-­day	
  
By	
  Fr.	
  George	
  Morelli	
  	
  

For	
  all	
  practical	
  purposes,	
  Thanksgiving	
  Day	
  is	
  the	
  closest	
  we	
  come	
  to	
  a	
  National	
  Holyday	
  in	
  
the	
   United	
   States.	
   Historically,	
   it	
   has	
   been	
   celebrated	
   with	
   everything	
   from	
   religious	
  
thankfulness,	
  food,	
  frolic	
  and	
  of	
  course	
  modern	
  commercialism.	
  Despite	
  this,	
  it	
  is	
  still	
  a	
  time	
  for	
  
many	
  Americans	
  to	
  ‘count	
  their	
  blessings’	
  and	
  get	
  together	
  with	
  family	
  and/or	
  friends.	
  

Sometimes	
   our	
   approach	
   to	
   life	
   stops	
   us	
   from	
   ‘counting	
   our	
   blessings	
   and	
   giving	
  
thanksgiving	
   to	
   God.	
   Psychologists	
   call	
   this	
   pessimism.	
   It	
   is	
   the	
   belief	
   that	
   “bad	
   events	
   will	
  
undermine	
  everything	
  they	
  do.”	
   (Seligman,	
  1990).	
   It	
   is	
   like	
  always	
  seeing	
  the	
  cup	
   ‘half	
  empty’.	
  
Those	
   with	
   optimism,	
   confronted	
   with	
   “hard	
   knocks”	
   approach	
   them	
   as	
   a	
   challenge	
   and	
   try	
  
harder.	
  Optimists	
  tend	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  cup	
  ‘half	
  full’.	
  They	
  are	
  thankful	
  for	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  and	
  work	
  
harder.	
  

Common	
   to	
   our	
   American	
   national	
   heritage	
   is	
   the	
   action	
   of	
   our	
   first	
   president,	
   George	
  
Washington	
  who	
  in	
  1789	
  declared	
  a	
  national	
  thanksgiving	
  holiday	
  honoring	
  the	
  newly	
  ratified	
  
Constitution,	
   proclaiming:	
   the	
   people	
   could	
   thank	
   God	
   for	
   "affording	
   them	
   an	
   opportunity	
  
peaceably	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  form	
  of	
  government	
  for	
  their	
  safety	
  and	
  happiness."	
  

Thanksgiving	
   is	
  part	
  of	
  many	
   religious	
   traditions:	
   St.	
  Paul	
   told	
   the	
  Romans	
   (14:5-­‐6):	
   “One	
  
man	
   esteems	
   one	
   day	
   as	
   better	
   than	
   another,	
   while	
   another	
   man	
   esteems	
   all	
   days	
   alike.	
   Let	
  
every	
  one	
  be	
  fully	
  convinced	
  in	
  his	
  own	
  mind.	
  

He	
  who	
  observes	
  the	
  day,	
  observes	
  it	
  in	
  honor	
  of	
  the	
  Lord.	
  He	
  also	
  who	
  eats,	
  eats	
  in	
  honor	
  of	
  
the	
  Lord,	
  since	
  he	
  gives	
  thanks	
  to	
  God;”	
  The	
  psalmist	
  tells	
  us:	
  “All	
  thy	
  works	
  shall	
  give	
  thanks	
  to	
  
thee,	
   O	
   Lord,	
   and	
   all	
   thy	
   saints	
   shall	
   bless	
   thee!	
   (Ps	
   145:10).	
   ...	
   A	
   Native	
   American	
   Iroquois	
  
thanksgiving	
   prayer	
   ends	
   with	
   the	
   words:	
   “we	
   return	
   thanks	
   to	
   the	
   Great	
   Spirit,	
   in	
   whom	
   is	
  
embodied	
  all	
  goodness,	
  and	
  who	
  directs	
  all	
  things	
  for	
  the	
  good	
  of	
  his	
  children.”	
  

Some	
   have	
   taken	
   the	
   words	
   of	
   Deuteronomy	
   (26:10)	
   “I	
   bring	
   the	
   first	
   of	
   the	
   fruit	
   of	
   the	
  
ground,	
  which	
  thou,	
  O	
  Lord,	
  hast	
  given	
  me.'	
  And	
  you	
  shall	
  set	
  it	
  down	
  before	
  the	
  Lord	
  your	
  God,	
  
and	
  worship	
  before	
   the	
  Lord	
  your	
  God”,	
   and	
  applied	
   this	
   as	
   an	
  offering	
   to	
  God	
  of	
   themselves.	
  
They	
  forgo	
  being	
  with	
  family	
  and	
  friends	
  and	
  give	
  themselves	
  to	
  others	
  in	
  need,	
  serving	
  in	
  food	
  
kitchens	
  and	
  the	
  like.	
  

However	
  we	
  commemorate	
  this	
  Holyday,	
   let	
  us	
  see	
  the	
  fullness	
  of	
   the	
  cup	
  of	
  gifts	
  God	
  has	
  
given	
  us,	
  and	
  be	
  thankful	
  praying:	
  “Glory	
  to	
  thee,	
  who	
  hast	
  called	
  me	
  to	
  life,	
  …	
  revealed	
  to	
  us	
  the	
  
beauty	
  of	
  the	
  universe	
  …	
  Glory	
  to	
  thee	
  O’	
  God	
  in	
  ages!”	
  (Akathist	
  of	
  Thanksgiving,	
  Metropolitan	
  
Tryphon	
  of	
  Turkestan).	
  
 

 



 



 



Are you saved? 
I was originally saved over two thousand years ago when God the Son took on human flesh and 
offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice for all of mankind, defeating the power of sin by suffering 
on the cross and destroying death through His miraculous resurrection.  I am being saved daily 
through my intentional decisions to follow Jesus’ example within each situation that I find 
myself, viewing paradise not at just a “someday” destination but as the everyday experience of 
self-denial, of being filled through the Eucharist, obedience and love for others with Christ.  I 
will, Lord have mercy, be saved at the great and final judgment when I give an account for a 
lifetime of actions, when it becomes clear whether or not I cooperated with the grace so 
generously bestowed upon me. Who of us, having been blessed beyond all comprehension should 
feel the need to ensure that regardless of all our choices, a reward will be ours, free and clear? 
Who of us dare to sit idle with our assurances, interpreting the conditions of the Bridegroom’s 
invitation while our lamps for illumining the darkness run out of oil? My individual salvation is 
being worked out with fear and trembling through the unique responsibilities God deemed best to 
set before me. Based upon the model of the Publican who beat his breast and begged for leniency 
I am careful to not assume that I have a handle on the spiritual state of others. I would do best, 
rather, to stay focused on my own flagrant shortcomings, reverencing both friends and enemies 
all of whom were created in God’s image as living icons of Christ Jesus.  I share my faith, yes! 
But, not out of obligation.  A soul that’s found its meaning cannot help but be a witness to such 
joy.  My ongoing testimony is presented through acts of service in accordance with Christ’s 
commandment to love God by loving your neighbor.  I pray ceaselessly for the courage to fight 
the good fight, staying faithful until my very last breath upon the earth. 
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