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Icon of Daniel and the Three Holy Youths -- December 17th



SUNDAY OF THE HOLY ANCESTORS OF CHRIST

DECEMBER 14, 2008
Tone 6
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15 — DECEMBER 21, 2008
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15 8:30 AM LITURGY ¥ ANNA PASICHNY (8™ ANNIVERSARY); REQ: MARIA
HUGHES

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 10:30 AM CONFESSIONS FOLLOWED BY HOLY MYSTERY OF ANOINTING AT
HOLY ANGELS BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
6:00 PM PENANCE SERVICE (ALSO AT HOLY ANGELS)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20  8:30 LITURGY SPECIAL INTENTION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 8:00 AM LITURGY SPECIAL INTENTION
10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

Welcome Bishop Richard!
We welcome with great joy our Father and Bishop Richard on the occasion of his
pastoral visitation of our parish. May God bless him and keep him safe in his travels in
the service of the body of Christ.

“Open Wide Your Hearts!” — Share 2008
“The gift you have received give as a gift.” (Matthew 10:8) Please support Share 2008 Ukrainian
Catholic Appeal. If you haven’t received the mailing from our Bishop, there are extra envelopes in the
back of the church.

Ilpocghopa — Prosphora Baking
Next Saturday, December 20", everyone — especially the youth — is invited to help bake prosphora to be
distributed to all our families at the December 21* Divine Liturgy. We will begin at 4:00PM and end with
Vespers around 6:00 PM.

Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale

Next Sunday, December 21* will be our annual pre-Christmas Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale. This will
talke place after each Liturgy

Thank you to all the wonderful helpers who made St. Nicholas' visit such a beautiful
celebration!

Let’s go Caroling!
Between December 25 and February 2 we will be organizing visits to our parishioners, shut-ins, and
nursing homes. If you are interested in participating or you would like to be visited or you know of
someone who would like to be visited, please contact Xenia Moore or Fr. James.

Church Decorating
Please come on Monday, December 22™ at 10:00 AM to help decorate the Church for the feast of the
Nativity of our Lord.



Sunday Collection: December 7, 2008:
10:00 AM $724.00
Second Collection: $38.00
Total: $762.00
This Wednesday

Fr. Robert Pipta will be away this Wednesday to participate in the funeral of Bishop ¥ George
(Kuzma) of blessed memory, and has asked me to substitute for two services at Holy Angels at
2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, California 92123. 10:30 AM Confessions followed by the Holy
Mystery of Anointing; 6:00 PM Penance service. All our parishioners are invited to attend

Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are actively serving our
country in the Armed Forces. Please submit any names of those you would like remembered in the
Liturgies to Fr. James.

Christmas Cards
Ukrainian Christmas Cards are for sale in the Church Hall. Please see Mary Kitt to purchase.

Your Prayers Please! s
Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in hospitals, E \
care homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our community. b
Remember especially the following: Susie Boyko, Sonia Cronin, Bohdanchik
James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Sophia Skop, and Ariadna Wall. Please
let Fr. James know if there is anyone who should be added to this list.

2008 Liturgical Schedule for Nativity

Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
Wednesday, December 24, 2008

* 10:00 AM
Royal Hours
+ 10:00 PM

«3 Hawmi boze!» Great Complines and Divine Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostom for the Feast

Nativity in the Flesh of Our Lord, God and Savior
Jesus Christ
Thursday, December 25, 2008
* 10:00 AM
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom




WILL WE BE CHOSEN?

Today, we hear the parable of the king who invites many guests to a banquet.
But, many of the invited guests said they could not attend. The king’s friends said
that they had other plans. Others greeted the king’s servants with ridicule and
threats, even killing some of them. Then, the king instructed his servants to invite
everyone they met on the street to the banquet. The hall was filled with guests but
one man who came was not dressed appropriately and he was severely punished.

We find this parable in various forms in all of the Gospels. Jesus Christ wants
to bring our attention to the fact that God calls all of us, always and everywhere.
He calls us to prayer, to the Divine Liturgy, to Holy Communion. But, often, He
hears in reply: “No, I can’t come. I have other things I need to do.” Thus, life
passes in this manner for many people. We all know that people love to
procrastinate, putting things off and not facing their obligations, especially those
matters relating to the state of their soul. This cowardly behavior on the part of a
sinner can lead him or her to a tragic end, for what will he or she take with them
into eternity if, here on earth, they did not respond to God’s call.

The fate that met the man who was not dressed up for the banquet seems
unusual in a parable, but it is commonplace in human life. Here was a man,
walking down the street with no thought that, in a few seconds, he would find
himself attending a wedding in the king’s palace. Each person here on earth
follows his or her own path in life, not knowing when it will end. This man did not
think about proper party attire, but, at that time in history, it was considered an
insult to the king and the other guests to be inappropriately attired. For us, this
attire is God’s shining grace which we receive at the time of our Baptism. We
have an obligation to live our whole life in God’s grace. This means keeping the
Commandments. It is a privilege to be a Christian, a most valuable gift from
Heaven. We must keep this grace, this shining baptismal attire of our soul, at any
cost. We worry about physical beauty and beautiful clothing, but, unfortunately,
we often forget about the beauty of the soul. Our soul will be shining and pure
only when we cast off pride, hate and avoid passing judgment on each other, when
we go to Holy Confession frequently and sincerely repent and ask God’s
forgiveness for our sins and our sinfulness.

The Lord calls to us: “Come to Me all of you who are weary and
overburdened...” Who among us is not weary and overburdened by one thing or
another? But, not everyone comes and the Lord says sadly: “Many are called, but
few are chosen.” Each of us can be chosen. It all depends on us.



YU BYJAEMO BUBPAHI?

CporosHi MU 49yJId TPUTYY OPO Haps, MO0 BIAMITYBaB OCHKET, MOKIMKABIIU
Oarato rocreii. Ane 6arato XTo BiIMOBHBCS MPUUTH. Jpy3i HbOTO Haps cKazaiu,
0 MAaTh BJAacHI CHpaBH. A IHOI 3YCTPUTM CIOyr maps 3 HacMilIKam# 1
Morpo3aMu, a HaBiTh Jekoro BOwmM. Toxi map ckaszaB ciryraMm KJIMKaTH BCiX, KOTO
3yCTpiHyTh MO mgoporax. CBimmmi Oyid TOBHI TOCTEH, ajie OAWH YOJIOBIK
npUiAIIOB 6e3 BECUTbHOT 07IeKi 1 OyB )KOPCTOKO MOKapaHUH.

L{s mpuTya 3ycTpidaeThcst HaM y PI3HHUX BHKJIAIaX y Bcix €Banrenmisx. OTxe,
Icyc Xpucroc xode 3BepHYTH Hally yBary Ha Te, mio ['ocnojp Kiude Hac ycix,
Kiude 3aBxau 1 Bcrogu. Knmde mo mommtBm, no Cstoi Jlityprii, mo Cesitoro
[TpuuacTts. Ane gacTo 4ye y BiAmoBiab: ,,Hi, 1 He MOXy MpuiiTH, y MEHE € iHmIi
cupau’”’. | Tak aysg JEeKOTO MUHAE BCE KUTTA. Bimoma piy, mo Jt0au JTHOOJATH
BIJIKJIAJIaTH CBOI CIIpaBU 1 000B’SI3KH, a 30KpeMa Ti, 0 HAJIekKATh IO CTaHy AYIIIi.
JlerkoAyIIHICTh TPINTHUKA MOXE MPUBECTH HOTO A0 TParidyHOTO KiHI, 00 3 4UM
nepenie y BIYHICTB, SKIIO HIKOJHM, TYyT Ha 3eMJli, HE BIATYKHYBCS Ha 3aKIUK
boxwnii.

Jlonsi, sika criiTKajna 4OoJIOBiKa, IO HE MaB BECLIBHOI OJIeXi, TUBHA B MPHTUI,
aJie € 3BUYaiiHOIO B JIFOJICHKOMY JKHTTI. IIIOB c00i 4OIOBIK TOPOTOI0 1 HE AyMas,
IO 32 XBHWJIIO ONMHMHUTHCS B IAPCHKUX MajaTax Ha BecuUum. Tak 1 mu, Jroaw,
XOJIUMO y 1IbOMY KHTTI ,,CBOIMH JOpOTaMu™ 1 HE 3HAEMO KOJIM BOHA 3aKIHYUTHCS.
[le#t yosIOBiK HE MOTYPOYBABCS MPO AOCTONHHI BECUTHHUIN OJSAT, IO BBAXKAIOCS Y
TOM Yac BEIMKOIO 3HEBATOIO JUIA Laps 1 MpUCYTHIX rocteil. s Hac neit oadr - €
OCBSIUyI040I0 B0OKOI0 Jackoro, sIKy MH JIICTaEMO B yaci Hamoro XpumieHHs. Mu
MaeMO O0OOB’S30K BCE KHUTTSA NPOXUTU B boxii macii. A 1ie o3Hayae - 30epiratu
3amoBigi ['ocmomni. byTm XpucTUSHUHOM - 1€ TpHUBUICH, I IIACTS, LE
HaimiaHimui nap He6a. OTxe, Mu MycuMoO 3a BCSAKY IIiHY 30epiratu If0 JIaCKy -
CBITIIy XpecHY OJiK Hamoi aymri. Mu TypOyeMocs mpo Kpacy Tijia i TapHHA OJT,
Ta, Ha XKaJb, JyXkKe 9acTo 30yBaeMo Mpo Kpacy Iaymri. A mymia Hama Oyje CBITIO
1 9ACTOIO TOJi, KOJIM MU BiJKHHEMO TOPJICTh, THIB 1 OCY/DKCHHS OIMH OIHOTO,
KoM MU 4yacto Oynemo mpuctynatu a0 Csstoi Taitau CrioBiai 1 mupo KasTucs i
nepernponryBatu bora 3a cBoi rpixul i mporpimeHHs.

locnions knmmue: ,, [lputioims 0o Mene éci cmpyooiceni i oomsdiceHi...”. A XT0 3
HAcC HE CTPY/DKCHHIA, XTO HE OOTsDKeHHMU TUM 4u iHmmM? Ta He BCl mpUXOmsTh i
['ocnogs roBopuTh CyMHO: ,,bacamo nokauxkanux, ma mano eubpanux”. KoxeH i3
HAac MOe OyTH BUOpaHUM, II€ BiJl HHOTO CaMOTO 3aJICKHUTh.



Ykpainucoka Kamonauywvka Ilapagia Mamepi boscoi Heycmarouoi Ilomoui
Hepksa Castoro IIpopoka it [Ipenreun Moana Xpecturens
Cesaruns Cesaroro Muxonas, Apxuenuckona Mip Jlikiiicekoro, UHynoTBopiis
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Iapox: o. SIkiB beHbkcTOH
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The Holy Prophet Daniel and Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael

In the Book of Daniel, named after its young hero and not from its author who is actually
unknown, Daniel is presented as Judahite of noble family. Daniel with other Jews is taken into
exile and into the service of the household of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and instructed in
the wisdom of the Chaldeans. Along with Daniel were three other youths, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah. “The chief chamberlain changed their names: Daniel to Belteshazzar, Hananiah to
Shadrach, Mishael to Meshach, and Azariah to Abednego” (Daniel 1:9). Their refusal, as Jews, to
eat unclean food resulted in their looking fatter and fairer than their associates who ate the foods
prepared by the king’s kitchen. Thereafter, Daniel, still a young man, interpreted that mysterious
image seen by Nebuchadnezzar in a dream, an image that was composed of different metals, but
was shattered and ground to dust by a certain stone which had been hewn out of a mountain
without the hand of man. As for the Three Children, Ananias, Misael, and Azarias, since they
refused to offer adoration of Nebuchadnezzar’s image, they were cast into the furnace of fire.
They were preserved unharmed amidst the flames — even their hair was untouched — by the descent
of the Angel of the Lord, that is, the Son of God. The three young men are: symbolic of the
mystery of the Holy Trinity; represent the victory of faith over death; and, represent the new
burning bush, the fire of the divine presence that does not consume. The three young men were not
alone in the furnace — ... and the fourth looks like a son of God.” These last words shed light on
human suffering. The Son of God Himself is always there with us in the midst of the furnace.
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