SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS

Teon of Daniel and the Three Youths — December 17th




December 15,2013

SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS
THE HoLy HIEROMARTYR ELEUTHERIUS; OUR VENERABLE FATHER PAUL OF MOUNT LATROS;
Our HoLy FATHER STEPHEN THE CONFESSOR, ARCHBISHOP OF SUROZH
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 16 — DECEMBER 22
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 — SATURDAY BEFORE NATIVITY; THE HOLY MARTYR JULIANA

4:00 PM — Great Vespers for Sunday (satisfies for Sunday obligation) Please note the time change!
SuNDAY, DECEMBER 22 — SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY - OF THE HoLy ANCESTORS OF CHRISTS; THE HoLy GREAT

MARTYR ANASTASIA
9:30 AM - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

Pastoral Visit by Bishop Richard

Our Father and Bishop Richard, will make
a pastoral visit to our parish Saturday — next
Sunday, December 21 — 22. There will be
Vespers on Saturday at 4:00 PM. On Sunday,
December 22, there will be a Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy follwed by a pancake breakfast.
Cost for brunch: Adults (18+) $10.00; Youth
(11-17) $5.00; Children (10 and under) Free.

Help is still needed to prepare for Bishop
Richard’s visit and for Christmas. Please
contact Olena Bankston at 619-567-6967 to
set up a time during the week to help out.

PRy
LET’S GO CAROLING!

ON DECEMBER 28, LET'S GATHER AT THE
CHURCH AT 10:00 AM TO GO CAROLING
WE

upP

AT THE HOMES OF OUR SHUT-INS.
GO CAROLING
DEPENDING UPON

WILL CONTINUE TO
UNTIL FEBRUARY 2ND -
INTEREST AND PARTICIPATION. IF Yyou
ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING OR YOU
WwOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED OR YOU KNOW OF
SOMEONE WHO wOUuLD LIKE TO BE VISITED,

PLEASE CONTACT FR. JAMES.

Mark Your Calendars

Saturday, January 11,2014: 9:00 PM - Midnight.
Mananka (New Year’s Celebration) in the
church hall. Cost: $20 when purchased on or
before January 5; $25 at the door.

Hors d’oeuvres, borshcht, wine, beer and
champage. Bring your dancing shoes!

Flower Collection
Syecia[ enve@oes are available in the back

of the church do ﬁe@) with the }ourcﬁase cf
owers for the Feast of the ?\fativity.

Sunday offering for December 8
Amount Number
$15.00
$20.00
$30.00
$40.00
$50.00
$75.00
$100.00
$120.00
$655.00

Parishioner Total: $655.00

Average / parish household (42): $15.60
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Shortfall: -$1470.00

— = =N =N

Greeting Cards
Christmas Cards and various other greeting
cards are for sale in the Church Hall. Please
see Mary Kitt to purchase.



10:00 AM - Royal Hours
followed by Divine Liturgy

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

SCHEDULE OF SERVICE FOR THE FEAST OF NATIVITY
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 - VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY

10:00 PM - 3 Hamu boz2!” Beauke Iloseuip’s “God is with us” Great Complines

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 — THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST
For all parishioners

The Challenge of Atheism

Fr. Stephen Freeman - glory2godforallthings.com

I will quickly confess that I am not a
philosopher. I am not trained in the subject and
always struggled in the few doctoral classes that
were in the area of “Philosophical Theology.”
Thus, this will not be a philosophical response
that settles matters for believers viz. atheism,
or settles matters viz. Orthodox Christianity for
atheists. It is just some observations.

That the world would be better off if everyone
were an atheist is to me, a silly thought. We have
too much evidence to the contrary. Atheist states
have been the most efficient killing machines in
all of history. Dostoevsky is quoted as saying,
“If there is no God, everything is permitted.”
It is questionable that he ever wrote it in that
succinct fashion, but it certainly reflects a
number of statements that occur in his writings.
And it is true.

Though there are some very strange things
happening in our culture as the result of religion,
they hardly hold a candle to the strange things
taking place among those who are committed to
hedonism and other forms of modern atheism.

The greatest challenge from Atheism is
what Orthodoxy would term the “problem of
the human heart.” Orthodoxy (and many other
Christians) understand very clearly that human
beings have a “dark” side and that religious

“delusion” is a constant issue for believers.
Properly taught and nurtured, Orthodox
Christians should be more sensitive to questions
of religious delusion than non-believers.

The problem of the human heart (this
deep, spiritual center of man) is that it very
easily becomes hard. And that in its hardness
it is capable of almost anything. The amount
of atrocities carried out by professed believers
is ample testimony to the dangers of the heart,
even for Christians.

What would an atheist propose for the
treatment of the heart? It cannot be that less
religion means a healthier human heart. Indeed,
the modern nation state is what threatens to take
the place of religion. And the modern nation
state has not shown itself to be a repository of
kindness, gentleness and altruism with regard to
its clients.

If anything, the spiritual teaching of the
Orthodox Church is particularly directed towards
our distortions of reality and our denial of the
True God in an acceptance of a false god. The
proper practice of Orthodoxy is ruthlessly self-
honest and self-critical and believes that true
belief in God can only be measured by the love
we have for our enemy. Anything less than this is
not the fullness of the Orthodox faith.




Our conversation with Atheism is not about
the stars and the planets, or about how our planet
came to be and how long ago. Our conversation
with Atheism is not about the literal character
of stories in the Old Testament. Christians who
focus on such things in their discussions with
Atheism are largely agreeing that these are the
essential questions for humanity — and they are
not.

The central question for humanity is the
God revealed to us in and through Jesus Christ.
If that God is the true God, then our religion can
only be measured by the love we have for our
enemy.

By the same token, we can ask of anyone,
Atheist included, “Do you love your enemies?”
If they do not, then we can say with confidence,
“Your heart is in trouble.” And if anyone’s heart
is in trouble (most are) then the world is indeed
a very dangerous place (it is).

We believe that the world is so dangerous
that even God Himself is not safe within it (cf.
crucifixion). We also believe that our mission as
Christians is to follow the example of the God/
man Jesus Christ and yield ourselves up for
crucifixion on behalf of our enemies. Anything
less than that is not Orthodox Christianity in its
fullness.

St. Paul noted: ”One will hardly die for a
righteous man — though perhaps for a good
man one will dare even to die. But God shows
his love for us in that while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:7-8). While this
is undeniably true for Christ — it is also meant to
become true for all who follow Him. Anything
less is not the fullness of the Orthodox faith.

The challenge of Atheism is the challenge of
despair. For Atheism cannot claim that human
beings are improving. If anything, technology
only makes us capable of far worse than the
past. The marvels of this internet now mean that

evil men have easy access to vulnerable children
and are manifesting that evil in epic proportions.
The Atheist can only (if he is honest) look at
history and despair. We are heading towards a
certain destruction on our present trajectory. If
there is no one who can intervene and heal the
human heart then our fate is indeed a sad one.

Orthodox Christianity does not believe
that all religion is good. Indeed, we might
very well argue that most religion is not good
because it embraces the delusion that clouds the
human heart. Most religion does not measure
itself by its love of its enemies. In that sense,
much of religion among men is just a peculiar
manifestation of politics and nothing more.

But I believe that Christ is truly God in the
flesh and that God so loves us that He emptied
Himself and endured death on the cross in
order to rescue us even from the relative non-
existence we had brought on ourselves (in
Hades). I believe that we can judge ourselves
only by the standard of the love of God on the
Cross. Either we are denying ourselves and
extending our hearts towards others, especially
our enemies, or we are not following Christ.
Anything less than that is not the fullness of the
Orthodox faith.

There is a path to salvation but it only goes
through the cross (not just the Cross of Christ
but through the cross He has set before each of
us). It is the only means of curing the sickness of
our heart. Such religion endangers no one. Such
religion would see the Atheist not as our largest
problem, but simply one of many examples of
the heart of man in need of healing. Indeed,
many Atheists may be closer to that healing than
many deluded Christians. We can and must pray
for all mankind and for the triumph of the Cross
in their heart. The sooner the better. And let it
begin with me.
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CHRIST IS BORN!

This year we Ukrainians conclude the Jubilee Year Commemorating the 1025th anniversary of the
Baptism of our ancestors in the River Dnipro by the Grand Prince, St. Volodymyr the Great, the Equal-to-
the-Apostles. Because of this dramatic and blessed event, our people were illuminated by the light of Jesus
Christ and His Word penetrated their hearts.

Pope Francis states in his Encyclical Letter, Lumen Fidei: “The light of Faith: this is how the Church’s
tradition speaks of the great gift brought by Jesus.” The Holy Father continues by quoting St. John’s Gospel
where Christ says of Himself: “| have come as Light into the world, that whoever believes in Me may not
remain in darkness” (Jn. 12:46).

That darkness was shattered by the appearance of a bright star followed by the Wise Men from the
East. We are able to celebrate anew the great mystery of our faith — the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ —
because we inherited this faith from our ancestors. And what a mysterious and magnificent faith this is. The
Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, took on flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus became man so that all of us
can become children of God, inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven, partakers of His glory.

All of this is beyond our ability to comprehend. It is astonishing that Almighty God became an infant for
our salvation. The Word of God went through the whole process of conception and birth for us (“...by the
power of the Holy Spirit He was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man” — Nicene Creed).

This “good news” was announced to the shepherds. Together with them we are filled with wonder as
the heavenly angelic host praises God and sings, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth
to those who enjoy His favor rests” (Lk. 2:14). The Gospel passage continues, “the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, in accord with what had been told them” (Lk.
2:20). In one of our Christmas carols we sing: “O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining, this is the night of
the dear Savior’s birth.” As with our ancestors, now we are not alone. “God is with us.” Entering into our world,
Jesus, the Messiah, affects our every movement, our every action, our every aspiration, in fact our very life
and destiny. The Incarnation, God-becoming-man, is not an illusion. It makes sense. “Through Him all things
came to be, not one thing had its being but through Him. All that came to be had life in Him...” (Jn. 1:3-4).

Christmas is such an obvious opportunity for renewal. This past “Year of Faith” urged us to rediscover and
renew our relationships with Christ that was given to us in Baptism. By virtue of our Baptism we are all called
to share the “good news” with others, to evangelize, whether it is in our home in the example of prayer and
witness we give, or perhaps at work, or in different organizations, both religious and secular. In some ways we
are all given situations in which God is calling us to witness our faith.

1025 years ago, our ancestors were enlightened by Christ and His “good news.” This blessed gift they
passed on to us. Now, let us pass it on to others. Let us rejoice on this great feast of the Nativity of our Lord
and let us be grateful to Jesus for being born for our salvation. Christ is born — let us glorify Him!

We wish all of you a truly grace-filled Christmas and a very blessed and prosperous New Year.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!



NACTUPCBKE NOCNAHHA €EMUCKOMIB YKPAIHCbKOI KATONULbKOI LEPKBU B
CMNONYYEHUX WUTATAX AMEPUKW BCEYECHUM OTLUAM, NPENOAOBHUM YEHUAM | HEPHULAM,
CEMIHAPUCTAM TA OPOI'MM BIPHUM

XPUCTOC PAXOAETLCA!

Liboro poky ykpaiHui 3aBepwmnu toBineHi BiasHadeHHa 1025-pivya XpeleHHs Hawuvx npegkie B pivdi
[Hinpo, sike 3aiicHMB piBHOanocTonbHMn Benuknuin KHase Bonogmmup Benukuin. Yepes uei rpaHdiosHun i
BGnarocnoBeHHWI akT Haw Hapogd OyB ocasHWUIA cBiTnoM Icyca Xpucta i Mloro CnoBo NpOHKKITO B IXHi cepus.

Mana ®paHumck y ceoin EHumkniui «Csitno Bipm» (“Lumen Fidei”) 3a3HaumB: «CBiTno Bipu: ue Te, siK
Tpaauuis LepKsu roBOpUTb Npo BeNukui aap, gadun Icycom». CeaTiwun OTeup 3BepTaeTbea A0 €BaHrenisa
Big MoaHa, B slkoMy XpuCTOC cKa3aB: «f — CBITMNO, Ha CBIT NPUALLOB, LIOO KOXEH, XTO B MeHe Bipye, He
nepebysaB y TempsBi» (No. 12, 46).

Lis TemHOTa po3cisinacs Big nosiBu sickpasoi 3opi, Wwo Bena Myapedis 3i Cxogy. My 3HOBY 11 3HOBY MOXEMO
CBATKyBaTW Benuke TaiHCTBO Hawoi Bipu — PisgBo Haworo lMocnoga Icyca Xpucta — 60 My ycnagkyBanu Lo
Bipy BiA Hawwux npegkis. | Wo ue 3a TaemHu4a 1 npekpacHa Bipa! CuH Boxwii, Haw MNocnogk Icyc Xpuctoc,
B35B Ha cebe Tino i nocenuecsa cepef Hac. Icyc ctaBcs Yonosikom, WwWob BCi MM Mornu ctatu AitbMy Boxnmuy,
cnagkoemusamu Llapctea Boxoro, npuyacHukamm Moro cnaeu.

Yce ue nepesepllye Halle po3ymiHHs. Lle ameuHa, wo BceBnwHii Bor ctaB gMTATKOM 3agns Haworo
cnaciHHs. Crnoso boxe 3aans Hac nepenwno BeCh LIMAX Bifg, 3a4aTTd 4O HAPOOXKEHHS («...cunot CBaToro
Oyxa BiH HapoaumBcs Big Henopo4yHoi Mapii, i ctaBca Yonosikom», - Hikencebknii Cumson Bipu).

[obpa HoByHa Byna oronolleHa nactyxam. Pa3omM 3 HUMK MV HAaNOBHIDEMOCS 3OMBYBaHHAM i Ik HebecHuiA
aHrenbCbkui xop npocnaensemo bora nicHamu: «Cnaea Ha BucoTax bory v Ha 3emni mup, nmogsM noro
BrnogobaHHA». €BaHrenie NpoaoBXye: «A NacTyxu MOBEPHYNUCH, Npocnaensiioyn N xeansym bora 3a Bce,
WO Yynu 1 6aunnu, Tak, sk im 6yno ckasaHo» (Jlk. 2, 20). B ogHin 3 Hawwnx PisgBaHMX Konsa My CniBaEMo:
«Tuxa HiY4, AMBHA HiY... [InBHE AMTATKO y icnax nexuTtb — nogam Cnacutenb poauscby». HAK i HaLWi npegku,
MK He caMoTHi, «3 Hamu Bor!» BeinwosLwmM B Haw cBiT, Icyc Mecig BNnvHyB Ha KOXHY Hally Aito, Ha KOXeH
Hall MOpYyX, Ha KOXHe Halle nparHeHHs, BOINCHOCTI, Ha BCe Halle XWUTTS 1 Npu3HadeHHsA. BTineHHs, bor, wo
CTaBCs YOIOBiKOM, He € into3ieto. Lle mae ceHc. «Hwum noctano Bce, i Hillo, WO nocTano, He noctano 6e3
Hboro» ( Mo. 1, 3-4).

Pi3gBo € npekpacHUM Yacom Ans oHoBneHHA. MuHynui «Pik Bipu» 3a0XOTMB Hac 40 HOBOIO BiAKPUTTS Ta
OHOBJIEHHST HALLMX B3aeMWH 3 XpUCTOM, Siki Bynu AaHi Ham y XpeLleHHi. Yepes 4ecHOTY Haloro XpeLeHHs
MW BCi NOKNUKaHi ginutucs «[Jobporo HOBMHOKY 3 IHLUMMK, €BaHrenidyBaTu, Y4 TO B HaLWIMX AOMiBKax yepes
npuknag MonnTBM i CBIAYEHHS, UM, MOXITMBO, B NpaLli, Y/ B Pi3HUX OpraHisauisx, peniriitimx, Y MUPAHCbKUX.
[MeBHUM YMHOM MM BCi OMMHSEMOCS B cUTyaLlii, konu bor knuye Hac 3acsiguynTy CBOIO BipY.

1025 pokiB ToMy HaLwi npegkn 6ynu npoceidveHi XpuctomiNoro «Jobpoto HoBMHO» . Lle To GnarocnoBeHHuiA
4ap, SKiA BOHM nepefanu Ham. Tenep, nepedaBanmo horo iHwwm. Pagiimo y e Benuke ceato Pisgsa
Haworo [ocnoga, | AsiKyrmo IcycoBi 3a Te, Lo HapOAMBCA HaM Ha cnaciHHsA. XpucTtoc PaxgaeTbest — Cnasimo
Woro!

Mu 3nummo Bcim Bam PizgBa, cnoBHeHOro npaBavBolo GnaropartTio, i GnarocnoBeHHOro Ta yCnillHOro
Hogoro Poky.

Bnarogatb Haworo MNocnopa Icyca Xpucta, niobos bora OTus, i npuyacTs Cesitoro [lyxa Hexan byge 3
yCiMu BaMu.

XPUCTOC PAXOAETbLCSA! CNABIMO UOrro!

+BucokonpeocssweHHun CtedaHn (Copoka) + Stefan (Soroka)

MwuTtpononut YkpaiHcbkoi Katonuuskoi Liepkeu y CLUA  Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians
Apxuenuckon ®Pinagenb@incbkunii 4nNa ykpaiHuis Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States
+MpeocesiweHHni Pivapg (CemiHak) +Richard (Seminack)

€nuckon Yikasbkoi enapxii cBsatoro Mukonas Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago
+[NpeocssiweHHu Masno (XomHuubkuin), HCBB +Paul (Chomnycky), OSBM

€nunckon Ctemdopacbkoi enapxii Eparch of Stamford

+[MpeocesiweHHni IBaH (Bypa) (aBTOp) +John (Bura) (author)

AnocTonbcbkuin AgMiHicTpaTop Apostolic Administrator

Mapmcbkoi enapxii cesatoro Nocadata of St. Josaphat in Parma

HaHo Ha PizgBo Xpuctose 2013 poky Christmas, 2013



WHO IS ST. NICHOLAS?
From The St. Nicholas Center, stnicholascenter.org

The true story of Santa Claus begins
with Nicholas, who was born during the
third century in the village of Patara. At
the time the area was Greek and is now
on the southern coast of Turkey. His _
wealthy parents, who raised him
to be a devout Christian, died &
in an epidemic while Nicholas /{
was still young. Obeying | @ '4 h
Jesus’ words to “sell what you
own and give the money to the |
poor,” Nicholas used his whole
inheritance to assist the needy,
the sick, and the suffering. He
dedicated his life to serving
God and was made Bishop
of Myra while still a young
man. Bishop Nicholas became
known throughout the land for
his generosity to those in need, |
his love for children, and his |
concern for sailors and ships.

Under the Roman Emperor |
Diocletian, who ruthlessly
persecuted Christians, Bishop
Nicholas suffered for his faith, |
was exiled and imprisoned. The |
prisons were so full of bishops,
priests, and deacons, there was |
no room for the real criminals —
murderers, thieves and robbers.

After his
release, Nicholas attended the Council of
Nicaea in AD 325. He died December 6, AD
343 in Myra and was buried in his cathedral
church, where a unique relic, called manna,
formed in his grave. This liquid substance,

said to have healing powers, fostered
the growth of devotion to Nicholas. The
anniversary of his death became a day of
celebration, St. Nicholas Day, December 6th
(December 19 on the Julian Calendar).
Through the centuries many stories and

legends have been told of St. Nicholas’ life
and deeds. These accounts help us understand
his extraordinary character and why he is so
beloved and revered as protector and helper
of those in need.
One story tells of a poor man with
three daughters. In those days
~a young woman’s father had

\ to offer prospective husbands

something of value—a dowry.
- The larger the dowry, the

better the chance that a young

woman would find a good

. husband. Without a dowry, a

woman was unlikely to marry.
This poor man’s daughters,
without dowries, were
therefore destined to be sold
into slavery. Mysteriously,
on three different occasions,
a bag of gold appeared in
their home — providing the
needed dowries. The bags of
gold, tossed through an open
window, are said to have
. landed in stockings or shoes
left before the fire to dry. This
led to the custom of children
hanging stockings or putting
out shoes, eagerly awaiting
gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes
the story is told with gold balls instead of
bags of gold. That is why three gold balls,
sometimes represented as oranges, are one
of the symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St.
Nicholas is a gift-giver.

Through the centuries St. Nicholas has
continued to be venerated by Catholics and
Orthodox and honored by Protestants. By
his example of generosity to those in need,
especially children, St. Nicholas continues
to be a model for the compassionate life.
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YKpaiHncovka I'peko-Kamoauyska llepkea
Cessmozo Hoana Xpecmumeans

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Come, Lord Jesus

When Daniel the Prophet exercised his min-
istry in the Exile, his three young friends were
also brought to the attention of the King. Upon
refusing to comply with the ruler’s ungodly or-
ders, they were thrown into a furnace. The king,
sitting nearby to witness the execution, saw
a strange figure in the furnace with the three

youths, and this figure was “like a son of man.”

The Fathers of the Church were of the opinion
that this figure in the furnace was the Second
Person of the Holy Trinity, the Word of God,

who would be incarnated as Jesus of Nazareth.

What lessons are there for us on this sec-
ond Sunday before Christmas? We open the
Christmas cycle with a look at longing and ex-
pectation - with a look at patience and hope. As
Christians, we expect a future. We remember
the words of the Son of Man - the long-awaited
Savior - that on a day yet to come He will re-

rn to earth. “You will see the Son of Man,”
said Jesus, “coming on the clouds of heaven.”
We likewise refresh our belief that our Savior is
as truly Man as He is God. He is - as the Son
of Man - the very epitome of all that is noble,
fine and good in a human being.

We alse begin this Christmas cycle with a
reminder that true love looks to the future, to
provide something for the coming generation,
for just as we stand on the shoulders of faith of
our ancestors, the coming generation will stand
on the platform of faith we construct. We are
like a layer of bricks resting on previous layers,
and upon which furure layers will be cement-
ed, until we constitute the walls of a temple in
which God will dwell. The cornerstone of this
grand design is Jesus Christ, the Son of Man,
the :.J,nnivcmur}r of whose birth we are Shﬂrtl}' to
celebrate.
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