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SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY - OF THE HOLY ANCESTORS OF CHRIST
ToNE 6

THE HoLy MARTYRS, SEBASTIAN AND HIS COMPANIONS
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 19 — DECEMBER 25

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 — SATURDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY — VIGIL OF NATIVITY

9:30AM -
9:00PM -

DiviNE LITURGY

Great Vespers followed by “3 Hamu Bor - God is with us” Great Complines

SuNDAY, DECEMBER 25 — THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

9:30AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

Mark Your Calendars

Sunday, January 15,2017: 12:00 Noon:
Ukrainian Christmas Dinner
in the church hall.

Cost: Adults: $25.00
Children 5-12: $10.00
Children under 5: free

Suggestions for Celebrating Christmas
[) Give thanks to God by atlending Church

D) Seek peace with those we may be at odds with
3) Give an anonymous gifl {0 a Stranger in need.

Greeting Cards

Christmas Cards and various other

greeting cards are for sale in the Church Jou’l’cﬁase (j’ ﬂowers fO’r t

LET’S GO CAROLING!
BETWEEN DECEMBER 25 AND FEBRUARY
2 LET’S VISIT PARISHIONERS, SHUT-
INS, AND NURSING HOMES TO BRING
CHRISTMAS OCHEER. PLEASE CGCONTACT
FR. JAMES |IF YOU ARE INTERESTED
IN PARTICIPATING, wWOULD LIKE TO BE
VISITED OR KNOW 0OF SOMEONE WHO
WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED.

Church Decorating and Cleaning
Please come on Wednesday, December
21" at 10:00 AM to help clean and
decorate the Church for the feast of the
Nativity of our Lord.

Flower Collection

Special enve@aes are available in the
EZcﬁ of the church do ﬁegj with the
e

Feast qf

Hall. Please see Mary Kitt to purchase. tﬁe Q\fativity.



CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans, God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy,
Venerable Monastics, Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters, in Ukraine and throughout the world

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Today our hearts are filled with lightsome Christmas joy. The eternal God becomes man, so
that man might be united and reconciled with Him forever. The Son of God becomes the son of
the Virgin from Nazareth and allows Himself to be carried in human arms. For us, Christians, this
great and unfathomable Mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God is the key to knowing the
nature of God and understanding the history of salvation. The Nativity of Christ shows us who God
is and who we are to be in relation to Him and to one another.

Gazing upon the pre-eternal God born in a simple stable cave, the Church sings: “From the
bosom of the Father You came forth, O Lover of mankind, and in ineffable humility accepted
supernatural poverty. You, O Lord, deigned to dwell in a cave, and, as a child, You, the Creator and
Lord, are nursed at the breasts. Therefore, led by a star, the Magi bring You gifts, as to the Lord of
creation, and the shepherds and angels wonder and cry out: Glory to God in the highest, Who is
now coming in the form of a human being, to be born on earth” (Sunday before Nativity, Matins
Praises).

In the birth of His Only-begotten Son among us, the almighty Creator of all that is seen and
unseen shows us the reality of the most important and deepest truths on how parents are to regard
their own child. He treats His creation as a loving Father, who sees to it that His small child has
everything necessary for life and for growth to maturity, in His Image and Likeness. And in the
figure of the Most Holy Theotokos, He reveals to us the grandeur of a mother, who shares of her
own body in order to bring her child into the world, and with tenderness and dedication watches
over it, bestowing upon it the highest efforts of her soul, her spiritual world, full of the grace of
the Holy Spirit.

The Only-begotten Son of God, “True God from true God,” in order to fulfill the will of His
Father, chose to be conceived and be carried for nine months in a mother’s womb, and to be born
in all the frailty and weakness of human nature, “taking on the form of a slave” (see Phil 2:7).
He did not merely become a human being, but took upon Himself all human susceptibility and
helplessness, and having become an infant, experienced all the difficulties and dangers associated
with human life. In Christ Jesus, God has once and for all taken upon himself the fullness of all
that we consider “being Human” —the full measure of human existence with all its greatness, but
also all its drama.



Based on this divine-human experience, the Almighty knows about that which hurts in me,
why I cry or rejoice. He knows each one of us, because until the end of the world He continues to
live with humanity and in humanity. He continues to share in every human suffering, He rejoices
in every joy of ours, He continues to die in each human death, He continues to be persecuted and
dishonored in each person whom the present world rejects and scorns. Christmas is the birth of
God in me, the incarnation of the Son of God in my human history, in my life, no matter how trivial
and complicated it may seem to me. Thus, my life, whatever the case, acquires meaning, for that,
which is personally mine, has forever become personal for Him!

Today Christ the Lord is born in the history of our people and of His holy Church “for our
sake and for our salvation.” In this moment of history, which we are experiencing together, He
“is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives
to intercede,” as we read in the Epistle to the Hebrews (7:25). As then in Bethlehem Jesus needed
Mary and Joseph to bring him into the world of mankind, so today He needs us, Christians of the
third millennium, so that through our faith we might bring Him into our world, into present history
and culture. Even more, we must bring Christ, born today for our salvation, into the corners of our
personal, family, and social life. God wants to enter there and be personally present. However, He
respects our free will and waits for us to be open to Him.

Therefore, it depends on us: to let Jesus Christ into our lives, or to close the door before Him,
as was the case with the inns of Bethlehem. Where God is received, there everything is brought
to life and is renewed. Those who open their hearts to Him receive hope, a new sense of their
own existence, today and for the future. And on the contrary, where He is rejected or not allowed
to enter everything dies, is subject to decay, ruin, and corruption. There one abides under the
authority of death, is subject to false gods, violence, and deceit, and in the end loses meaning in his
or her life, loses hope in tomorrow, as everything dies before their eyes already today.

So let us celebrate Christ’s Nativity, allowing the Savior who is being born to enter into our
intimate selves. Let us wrap Him in the swaddling clothes of our personal, family, and social life.
Let us warm Him with our hope, like the wise men who followed the Christmas star. May our
everyday life be enlightened by the tender love, that the Divine Babe pours out on us.

In our personal lives let us avoid sin and do good. Let us make an effort, so that our thoughts
and life choices be filled with God. Let us live in such a way that our neighbors might see that we
are God’s children, following His Word and His Commandments. In difficult times let us not forget
that our Lord God loves with His limitless love, which is greater than our mistakes and failures,
is stronger than our sins and offenses. Our Creator desires that we always be able to bring this
love of His into the lives of others—and to bring it to life in our relationships and in our actions.
Christmas is not only an historical event “in the days of Herod, king of Judea” (Lk 1:5). Christmas
is a spiritual event of God’s unceasing presence, embodied in every moment and every place,
fulfilled for me and in me.

In our family lives, in everything, let us seek to live in love and harmony. Parents, remember
that most frequently children create an image of God on the basis of your behavior, your love
for one another, your sacrifice, generosity, and joy of life. Teach them to pray with sincerity first



of all by your own example. In all remember that your children have been entrusted to you by
the very Creator and Heavenly Father, so that you might raise them in love for Him, and for His
glory. Especially in these festive days, provide them with wonderful Christmas memories, so they
might experience the joy of the Christian life, which allows one to overcome all difficulties and
adversities.

In our social life, especially in midst of today’s economic and political challenges, and military
conflict, let us remember that God is with us! We are not alone in the pain, suffering, and blood
of this war. In His birth our Lord is made incarnate also today, in this historical moment in which
we are called to live and die, build and restore, defend our Country from its enemy, and heal the
wounds of the past and present. On Christmas Day, it is to us that St. Paul speaks, calling us to
holiness of life: ““...so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and
length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:17-19).

As Christians, we are called today to be like the shepherds in the Gospel, who first received
the news of the birth of the Savior, to carry it into the world and share it with our neighbors. In
fulfilling this Christmas task, let us fill our homes, churches and our whole land with the singing
of our ancient koliada-carol. Today let our koliada resound in all Ukraine and wherever there beats
a Ukrainian heart! Let the joy of today’s feast fill us with hope of victory, not ours, but Christ’s,
who alone can bring together that, which today seems hopelessly divided, both in Ukraine and
throughout the world.

Let us carry the newborn Savior in our caroling to all who today are sad or feel lonely. Let
us share our joy and Holy Vigil Supper with those who thirst and hunger for justice and human
attention. Let us visit those who are imprisoned, who are far from home or travelling. Let us carry
the heavenly light of Christmas to the wounded and the suffering. Let us remember in prayer those
held captive, those who suffer abuse and call out to God for the light of hope while under fire in
the so-called demarcation line, on the occupied territories of Eastern Ukraine and Crimea. Let
us be united in our thoughts and prayers with our soldiers, who are courageously defending our
Christmas. Let us not forget about those, who anxiously await their safe return.

Wherever you may be, Dear Brothers and Sisters, from the youngest to the oldest, whether in
Ukraine or abroad, from my sincere heart I wish each of you a tasty kutia, a Christmas full of cheer,
and a happy and blessed New Year!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
T SVIATOSLAV
Given in Kyiv at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ, on the feast of the Holy

and All-Praised Apostle Andrew the First-called, the 13th of December in the 2016th Year of our
Lord



PI3ABAHE ITOC/IAHHA BJIAKEHHIIIOT'O CBATOCJ/IABA

Bucokonpeocssiiennum i [IpeocssiiieHHnmM Apxuenuckonam Ta MurponoauTam, 60roaro0MBUM
EMNCKOINAaM, BCEYECHOMY JTyXOBEHCTBY , IPETNOJJOOHOMY MOHAILIECTBY , BO3JIFOOJIEHUM OpaTam i
cecTpam, B YKpaiHi Ta Ha MOCEJICHHSIX Y CBITI CYLIUM

[ Cao60o cmano miaom, i oceaunoca mixe Hamu, i mu caagy Mozo bauuau — caagy €OuHopooHoz20
610 Omuys, 6aaz00ammio ma iCMUHO CNOBHEHO20.
ls. 1,14

Xpucroc poxpaersesi! Caasimo Uoro!

CrorojiHi Hallli ceplisl CIIOBHEHI CBITJIOK pi3ABsiHOO paficTio. [IpenBiunnii Bor ctae mopuHoMO,
06 JHOMHY HaBiKM MoeaHaTy 1 npumupuTH 13 Coboro. Cun boxwit crae cunom [liBu 3 Hazapera,
yceMmoryTHiii bor poouTh cebe HEeMIYHOIO IMTUHOIO 1 IA€ThCS HOCUTH HA JIIOICBKUX pyKax. [1Jist Hac,
XPUCTUSIH, LI BeJMKe 1 Hez0arHeHHe TatHCTBO BorutoueHHs CuHa Boxkoro € kiouyeM 0 Mi3HaHHS
npupomu Tocrioa Bora, Moro mo6oBi [0 JTOACKKOro pofy Ta po3yMiHHs icTopii craciumsi. Piziso
XpucToBe nokasye Ham, KuM € bor 1 sikumu nmoBuHHI 6yTH MU y cTaBJieHHi o Hboro Ta ojiHe 10 ojiHOTO.

Crnornisimatoun Ha criokoHBiuHoro bora, HapomkeHoro B yooromy Beptemni, LlepkBa criBae:
«3 nona Otyoro 3iios Tu, Yonosikomo0Oye, i HECKa3aHHUM CMUPEHHSIM TPUIHSIB HAJIPUPOJIHE
y6o031BO. T, 'ocnoau, 380/1MB nocenuTucs y Bepreni i, K JUTUHA, TOAyEUICS TPy/bMU, OYBLIM
Tsopuem 1 I'ocnogom. ToMy npuBefieHi 30pero Myjpeni npuHocaTh ToO1 fapu, sk Bonopapesi
CTBOPIHHSI, @ MACTyXU i aHreJM JUBYIOThCS 1 KanuyTh: CnaBa Ha BucoTax Borosi, mo e, siK
JItofivHa, Ha 3emunto poautucs» (Heninst nepen PizaBoM, XBaJIMTHI CTUXMPH).

Y HapojKeHHi MiX Hamu cBOro eiuHoposiHoro CuHa BcecubHMIA TBOpelb BCbOro BUMMOTrO i
HEBU/IMMOTO BIJKPMBAE HAM IMPAB/Y PO HAMBAXKJIMBILII Ta HAMIIMOLLIL ICTUHU CTaBJIEHHS OATbKIB
10 BJIACHOT IUTUHU. BiH MOBOMTHLCS 31 CBOIM TBOPIHHSM sIK Jt00OJIsiunii baTtbko, sikuii 16ae, o6
Moro auTiHAa Manma Bce, 110 MOTPIGHe iif [Ist XUTTS i A71st 3pocTy Ao 3pinocti, Ha Moro O6pas
1 [Topo6y. A B moctati [Ipeunctoi Boropoguui Bin 06’siBasie Ham Besuy Matepi, siKa AUIUTHCS
BJIACHUM TIJIOM, 11100 NMPUBECTU JIMTUHY HA CBIT, 1 IEHb Ta HIY Y HIXKHOCTI W BIJJJAHOCTI UyBae
HaJ| Heto, 0OIApOBYIOUM i1 HAUBUILIMMU CUJIAMM CBOET JIyIlli, CBOIM TYXOBHUM CBITOM, CIOBHEHUM
6aaropati Cearoro [yxa.

€nunopopuuiit Cun boxkuit, «bor ictunnuii Biji bora icTHOro» , BUKOHYI0UM BOJIIO cBOro OTug,
3aXOTIB 3a4aTHCS 1 BUHOLLIYBATHUCS EB ATh MICSILIB Y MATEPUHCHKOMY JIOHI Ta HAPOJAUTHUCS Y BCiii
HeMoui i1 cJ1abKOCTI JIFOJICbKOT NPUPO/IU, «BUj pada npuitHssium» (nop. dui. 2, 7). Bin He npocTo
CTaB JIIOJIMHOIO, a B3sIB Ha cebe BCIO JIIOJICHKY BPA3JIMBICTD 1 6€33aXMCHICTD 1, CTaBIIA HEMOBJISIM,
0COOHMCTO MEepesKUB yCi TPY/HOLLL 1 HeOe3neKu, MoB’ si3aHi 3 JtoicbkuM OyTTsM. Y Xpucti Icyci
Bor HazaBxau B3siB Ha cebe MOBHOTY TOTO, 1110 3BeMO «O0yTH JIFO[MHOI0» — yC1 BUMIPH JIFOJICBKOTO
ICHYBaHHSI 3 YCI€IO MO0 BEJIMYYIO, aJie BOJIHOYAC 3 YCIEIO HOro IpaMaTUYHICTIO.



Ha ocHoBi Takoro 6orosmoacbkoro f1ocBiy BceBulliHiil 3Hae npo Te, 1o MeHe 0OJIUTh, YOMY
g Mady 4d pajito. BiH 3Hae KOXHOro 3 Hac, TOMY LIO aX JIO KiHIS CBITY NMPOJIOBXKYE YUTH 3
JIFOJIMHOIO 1 B JTIO[IMHI . BiH pOIOBXKY€E CTpaskKaaTH B KOXKHOMY JIFOJICBKOMY TEPITiHHI, pajii€ KOXKHOI0
HAILLIOI0 PAJIICTIO, MTPOJIOBXKYE BMUPATH B KOXKHOMY CMEPTHOMY , IPOJIOBXKY€E OyTH NMEPECiyBaHUM
1 MPUHIKEHUM Y KOXKHIl 0CO01, SIKY Cy4acHUI CBIT BiIKU/Ia€ 1 3HeBaxKae. Pi3[iBo — 1ie HapOIKeHHsI
Bbora B meHi, BormmmoueHHs: CriHa Boxoro B Moiii KUTTEBIN ICTOPIl, y MOEMY KUTTIi, XOU OU SIKUM
HIKYEMHUM YM CKJIaJIJHUM BOHO MeHi BUiaBasiocsi. TOK MO€ SKUTTS B Oy/b-sIKOMY pa3i Mae ceHc, 60
Te, 1110 € MOE OCOOUCTE, HABIKU CTAJIO 1 HWoro oco6ucTum!

Coorogni  Xpuctoc-I'ocrofib  HapOIKY€EThCSI B ICTOPIi HAIIOrO HApoy 1 KMOro CBSTOI
LepkBu «3ajyist HaC, JOfIEl, 1 HAILIOTO Paji CMACIHHS». Y 1[I0 iICTOPUYHY MWTh, SIKYy MA COOOPHO
nepexxuBaemMo, BiH «Moxe cnacTu NMoBikM THX, siKi yepe3 Hboro o bora npucrynators, 60 Bin
3aBXK/IM >KMBUIA, OO 3a HUX 3aCTyNMaTHUCs», K uuTaeMo B [locianHi 1o eBpeiB (7, 25). Ane sik
kosmich y Budeemi Icyc norpedysas Mapii Ta Mocuda, 11106 BHecn Yoro y cBiT TrOAMHM, Tak
chOrofiHi Bin moTpebye Hac, XpUCTUSIH TPETHOTO TUCSIOIITTSI, a0M MU CBOEIO BipOIO BIPOBAJIAIIH
Voro y Ham cBiT, cyuacHy icTopiio i KynbTypy. HaBiTh Gisble, Mycnmo BBecTH XpUCTa, ChOTOJIHI
POKJICHHOTO 3aJ1J151 HAILIOr'O CHACIHHS, B YCI 3aKyTKM OCOOMCTOTr0, CIMEHOTO 1 CYCIIJILHOTO SKUTTS.
Bor xoue Tyau BBiiiTH 1 OyTH TaM OCOOMCTO MPUCYTHIM, OfIHAK TMOBAKa€e Hally BOJIIO 1 YEKA€E Ha
Hallly BiIKpUTICTb 10 Hboro.

Tox Bijf Hac 3anexxuTth — BnycTuTu Icyca Xpucra no cebe ado 3aunnuTi nepen Hum figepi, sk ue
oyJ0 i3 3ai3namu y Budneewmi. [le bora npuiimMatoTs — yce 03KMUBAE€ 1 BITHOBIIOETHCS. XTO BIIKpUBAE
oMy cBoE ceplie, OTPUMYE HaJ[if0, HOBHIl CEHC BIIACHOIO iCHYBAHHS ChOFOfHI i B MaiilGyTHHOMY. |
HaBnaku, ae Moro BUKMIAIOTh Y HE MyCKAIOTh — yCe 3aBMUPAE, MLIAETHCS TIIHHIO, 3aHEMaIOBI
i kopynuii. Tam mroguHa mnepeOyBa€ Mijl BIAIOI0 CMEPTI, MijJ BIUIMBOM (pasbIIMBUX OOXKKIB,
HACWJIbCTBA 1 OPEXHi Ta, BPEILITi, BTpaya€e CEHC BJIACHOTO XUTTsI, HA/Iit0 Ha 3aBTpa, 60 BCE BMUPAE
Ha Ti oYax BXKe CLOTIOJIHI.

Tomy cBsiTkyiiMo PiznBo Xpucrose, Bnyckatoun Cnacuressi, 1110 HApPOAXKY€EThCS, y BCE, 110
€ HaMM COKpOBeHHMM. OropTaiiMo MOro memomKaMy HAIIOro OCOGMCTOro, CiMEeiHOro Ta
CyCIiIbHOrO KUTTS. 3irpisaiiMo Voro Hamoro uBoro Bipowo. Bigsaxuo mpsmyiiMo 3a Hum
HAILIOIO HAJIIEI0, SIK MY/IPELil 3a Pi3/IBSIHOIO 30pet0. Xail Hallle ChbOTOfIeHHs1 Oy/ie OCBITJIEHE HiXKHOIO
JI000B’10, SIKY BUJIMBAa€ Ha Hac boxecTBenne [Iurs.

B ocobucTtomy kutTi 6epexximo cede Bifi rpixa Ta UnHiMo Ao0po. CtapaitMocs, 11100 Hallll JyMKHU
Ta XUTTEBI pilieHHs 0y cnoBHeH1 borom. 2KuBiMo Tak, 1106 yci Hailli 6J1>KHI TO6auuiIu, o MU
nitu boxi, 60 ipemo 3a Horo Crosom i Moro 3anoBigsaMu. Y CKJIAJHUX KUTTEBUX OOCTaBMHAX
He 3a0yBaiiMo, 110 ['ocniofib Bor Hac MoOUTh CBOEO Oe3MeXXHOI0 JIF00O0B 10, sika OlIbIIa 3a Halll
NPOMaxH 1 HEBJlayi, CUJIbHIIIA 3a Halll rpixu Ta npoBuHU. Hair TBopeup xoue, 11100 M1 NOBCSKYAC
OyJu 371aTHI 110 Horo 10608 BHOCUTH B WTTS {HIIMX — BTLUTIOBAIM 1i B HAIIMX CTOCYHKax 1
BunHKax. Pi3aBo XpucToBe — 1ie He TIJIbKY iCTOpUYHA Nojiist «y AHi [posia, naps oaeicbkoro» (J1k.
1,5). Pizgeo XpucroBe — 1ie [yXoBHa Mojiist 6e3HacTaHHOT BOoXKOi MPUCYTHOCTI, SIKa BTUIIOETHCS B
KO>KHY MUTb 1 Ha KO’KHOMY MICL, SIKa 3/IICHIOETHCS 1711 MEHE 1 B MEHI.



Y Hawmomy CIMEHOMY >KWTTI CTapaiiMocsi B yCbOMY XUTHU B Jt00OBI 1 3narofi. barbku,
nam’siTaiiTe, 1110 HaityacTille [iTi TBOpsITh 00pa3 bora Ha ocHOBI Baloi NOBEIHKM, Balllo1 Jt000BI
OJIHE 710 OJJHOTO, BAIllOl CaMOIOXKEPTBU, IIEAPOCTI M KUTTEBOI pajocTi. BuxoByiiTe ix 10 mmpoi
MOJIMTBH HacaMIIepesl BJIACHUM MPUKJIAJIOM. Y BCbOMY MaM’ siTaiTe, 1110 Ballli /IITH IOPYYeHi BaM CAaMUM
Topuem i Hebecnum baTbkom, 11106 Bu 1X 3pocTusu B Jito060Bi 1o Hboro i Ha Horo cnapy. Came B 11i
CBSITOYHI JTHI TBOPITh /17151 CBOIX JIiTEN MpeKpacHi cnoMuHy Pi3IBSIHUX CBSIT, 11100 BOHM MOTJIA BITUyTH
PaiCTh XPUCTUSTHCHKOTO SKUTTSI, SIKA JIa€ MOKJIMBICTD JI07IaTH BCi TPY/HOILIL 1 HErapasJiu.

Y Haiomy CyCHiJIbHOMY XKUTTi, 0COOJIMBO Cepef] HUHIIIHIX eKOHOMIUYHUX , TOJIITUYHUX Ta BOEHHUX
BUKJIMKIB, TIaM’siITaiiMo, 1110 3 HamMu — bor! Mu He caMOTHI cepef 60J1t0, CTpaKJaHb 1 KPOBi B il
BilfHi. Y cBoemy Pi3ni ['ocnosib BOMIOUY€ETHCS 1 CHOTOJIHI, Y TOW iICTOPUYHKIA MOMEHT, B IKOMY HaM
JIOBOJIUTHLCSI >KUTU 1 BMUPATU, OY/TyBaTH 1 BiIPO/PKYBATH, 3aXMILATH Hally baTbKiBIIMHY Bij Bopora
1 JKyBaTW paHM MUHYBLUMHM Ta chorojieHHs. Lle no Hac y neHb Pi3nBa XpucTtoBoro 3BepTaeThes
ar. [TaBJo i3 3aKJIMKOM JIO CBSITOCTI JKUTTSL: «...1I00 XPUCTOC BIPOIO OCEJIMBCh y CEpIsiX BalllUX, a
3aKOpiHEHI 1 yTBEP/KEH1 y JIF0OOBI — BU CIIPOMOTIIUCS 3pO3YMITH 3 yCiMa CBSITMMM, sIKa 11 LLIMPUHA,
JIOBXKMHA, BUCOTA 1 TTIMOMHA, 1 CMI3HATU OTY J1I000B XPUCTOBY, 1110 NEPEBUILLYE BCSIKE YSBJIECHHS, 1
TaK1M YMHOM CTIOBHUJIUCH yCsikoro boxkoro nosuoToro» (Ed. 3, 17-19).

Mu, sIK XpUCTHUSIHU, TOKJIMKAHI ChOTOJHI, MOIIOHO /10 €BAaHIeILCbKUX MACTYIIKIB, 1110 NEPILIUMU
NPUIHAIM 3BICTKY Npo HapojkeHHs Cnacurenisi, HECTU 11 y CBIT 1 JJUIMTUCS HEIO 3 OJIMXKHIM.
BukoHyroun e pi3fBsiHe 3aBJaHHsI, HAMOBHIOMMO Hallli OCeJli, XpaMM Ta BCIO Hallly 3eMIIIO
criBoM npabaTbKiBChbKOI KoJisiiu. Hexait Kossiiye chorofHi Besi YKpaiHi 1 BCl ycrofiu, fie 0’ eTbCst
ykpaiHcbke cepue! Hexail pajicTh HUHIIIHBOTO MPa3HUKa CIIOBHIOE HAC HAJIIEI0 HA MEPEMOry, He
Hally, a XpUCTOBY, SIKMI €IMHUI 3MOKe 00’ €IHATU Te, 10 BUIAETHCSI HAM ChOTOJIHI O€3HaJIIiHO
PO3’€HAHNUM, SIK B YKpaiHi, Tak 1 B LLUPOKOMY CBITI.

[Tpunecimo HoBoHapoKeHoro Crnacuresisi B HAMX KOJISIKAX /10 KOSKHOTO, XTO ChOTOfIHI CyMY€
YK NOYYyBA€ThCS caMOTHIM. [TopiniMocs Hatoro papicTio Ta CBSITOIO BEUEPEO 3 TUMU, XTO CIPATJIUii
1 TOJIOJIHUIA CIIPABEIJIMBOCTI Ta JIFOICBKOT YBaru. 3aBiTaiMo 10 TUX, XTO YB’ sI3HEHUI, epedyBae Ha
4yy>KU1HI uu B jopo3i. [IpuHecimo HebecHe cBiTII0 Pi3fBa 0 nopaHeHuX 1 CTpaXkieHHUX. 3rajiaiiMo
B MOJIMTBAX MPO MOJIOHEHUX , XTO 3a3HA€ 3HYIIAHb 1 Bosiae 1o bora npo cBiT/0 Hajii nij o6cTpijiaMu
Ha TaK 3BaHiil JiHIT po3MeXKyBaHHs, HA OKYNOBaHUX TepuTopisx Ha Cxopl Ykpainu Ta B Kpumy.
JIlyMKamu 1 MOJIMTBOIO €THAMMOCS 3 HALLIMMU BOTHAMU, SIK1 BiJIBa>KHO 3aXuIlatoTh Haie Pi3neo. He
3a0yBaiiMO 1 PO THUX, XTO 3 HETEPMIHHIM YEKa€ Ha X 11aCJIMBE OBEPHEHHS JI0[IOMY .

X o4 6u ie BU OyJIu, JOpOri OpaTTsl 1 ceCTpH, BiJl HAUMOJIO/ILIOTO /10 HACTApPILIOro, Ui B Y KpaiHi,
YK Ha MOCEJIEHHSIX, 31 UMPOro cepisl 0axkaro KOSKHOMY 3 BaC CMayHOI KyTi, Becesqux cBAT PiziBa
XPpHUCTOBOIO Ta IIACIUBOIO 1 6JIarOCJIOBEHHOTO HOBOTO POKY !

Xpucroc poxaaerses! Caasimo Voro!
T CBATOCJIAB

Hano 6 Kuesi, npu [lampiapwomy cobopi Bockpecinna Xpucmogozo,y 0etb C8:amoz0 8CexX8aibH020
anocmoaa Anopis Ilepsossannozo, 13 epyons 2016 poxy Boicozo



TRAVELING ICON OF
Our LApY OF POCHAIV

Why is it called the Traveling Icon?

Each week beginning next Sunday
immediately following the Divine
Liturgy, the Traveling lcon of Our
Lady of Pochaiv will be formally
passed from one family to the
next. The recipient

family will display the

Icon throughout the

week in their home

and pray with it, as a

family, once a day—

total time about 15

minutes per day. The

suggested prayers

will be provided,

along with scripture

readings for each

day.

Why are we doing this?

The purpose of the Traveling Icon
is to recognize and encourage
family unity. It is one element of
a vibrant parish, and dovetails
with the desire of our Bishops to
encourage more time spent in
prayer. The lcon will help bring
the family together at least once
each day in prayer, thus allowing
the Holy Spirit to be present

daily amongst us. The goal is to
encourage and enrich the daily
prayer life of each parishioner and
their family.

What if I'm single and/or live alone?

By all means, sign
up for the Traveling
lcon. Venerating the
Icon is appropriate
forindividuals as well
as families. Also, Fr.
James will deliver
the Traveling Icon to
those parishioners
who are homebound
or otherwise unable
to attend Liturgy.

How do | participate?

There will be a signup sheet in the
back of the Church. Please sign up
for a week to ensure there are no
blanks. Volunteer for one or more
weeks today!



“OUR SAVIOR, BOTH GOD AND MAN”

By Saint Ephrem the Syrian — 4th Century

We confess one and the same individual as perfect
God and perfect man. He is God the Word Which
was flesh.

For if He was not man, why was Mary chosen? And
if He is not God, whom does Gabriel call Lord?

If He was not man, who was laid in a manger? And
if He is not God, whom did the angels who came
down from heaven glorify?

If He was not man, who was wrapped in swaddling
clothes, And if He is not God, in whose honor did
the star appear?

If He was not man, whom did Simeon hold in his
arms? And if He is God, to whom did Simeon say,
“now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace”?

If He was not man, whom did Joseph take when he
fled into Egypt? And if He is not God, who fulfilled
the prophecy: “Out of Egypt have I called my Son”?

If He was not man, whom did John baptize? And if
He is not God, to whom did the Father say: “This is
my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased”?

If He was not man, who hungered in the desert? And
if He is not God, unto whom did the angels come
and minister?

If He was not man, who was invited to the marriage
in Cana of Galilee? And if He is not God, who turned
the water into wine?

If He was not man, who took the loaves in the desert?
And if He is not God, who fed the five thousand men
and their women and children with five loaves and
two fish?

If He was not man, who slept in the ship? And if He
is not God, who rebuked the waves and the sea?

If He was not man, with whom did Simon the
Pharisee sit at meat? And if He is not God, who
forgave the sins of the harlot?

If He was not man, who wore a man’s garment? And
if He is not God, who healed the woman with the
issue of blood when she touched His garment?

If He was not man, who spat on the ground and
made clay? And if He is not God, who gave sight to
the eyes of the blind man with the clay?

If He was not man, who wept at Lazarus’ grave?

And if He is not God, who commanded him to come
forth out of the grave four days after his death?

If He was not man, whom did the Jews arrest in the
garden? And if He is not God, who cast them to the
ground with the words: “I am He”?

If He was not man, who was judged before Pilate?
And if He is not God, who frightened Pilate’s wife
in a dream?

If He was not man, whose garments were stripped
from Him and parted by the soldiers? And if He
is not God, why was the sun darkened upon His
crucifixion?

If He was not man, who was crucified on the cross?
And if He is not God, who shook the foundation of
the earth?

If He was not man, whose hands and feet were
nailed to the cross? And if He is not God, how did it
happen that the veil of the temple was rent in twain,
the rocks were rent, and the graves were opened?

If He was not man, who hung on the cross between
the two thieves? And if He is not God, how could
He say to the thief: “Today thou shalt be with me in
paradise”?

If He was not man, who cried out, and gave up the
ghost? And if He is not God, whose cry caused many
bodies of the saints which slept to arise?

If He was not man, whom did the women see laid
in the grave? And if He is not God, about whom did
the angel say to them: “He is arisen, He is not here”?

If He was not man, whom did Thomas touch when
he put his hands into the prints of the nails? And if
He is not God, who entered through the doors that
were shut?

If He was not man, who ate at the sea of Tiberias?
And if He is not God, on whose orders were the nets
filled with fishes?

If He was not man, whom did the apostles see carried
up into heaven? And if He is not God, who ascended
to the joyful cries of the angels, and to whom did the
Father proclaim: “sit at My right hand”?

If He is not God and man then, indeed, our salvation
is false, and false are the pronouncements of the
prophets.



Sunday offering for December 4

Amount Number
$11.00 1 (loose)
$15.00 1
$20.00 4
$25.00 1
$30.00 1
$40.00 2
$70.00 1
$75.00 1
$80.00 2
$85.00 1
$120.00 1
$130.00 1
$300.00 1
$400.00 1
$1666.00
Parishioner Total: $1646.00
Visitor Total: $20.00

Average / parish household (42): $21.10
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $1288.00

Surplus: $358.00

Sunday offering for December 11
Amount  Number
$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$24.00
$25.00
$30.00
$40.00
$50.00
$60.00
$75.00
$100.00
$160.00
$400.00
$553.00

Parishioner Total:
Visitor Total:

(loose)

et et DD = = DN QD = e e (N =

$1269.00
$50.00

Average / parish household (42): $16.27
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $1288.00

Deficit: ($19.00)

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT BIFLE GATEWAY

12-24-1997

| HATE TO ASK YOU NICE FOLKS TO MOVE,
BUT THE INN'S MARKETING DEPARTMENT
AGURES THAT IT WILL ONLY BE A MATTER
OF TIME BEFORE THIS TREE GETS BETTER
RECOGNITION THAN YOUR SON

PArisnH COMMITTEES
FiNANCE COMMITTEE:
Myra Heltsley
Stephen Hojsan

Maria Hughes
Bohdan Kniahynyckyj

PAsTORAL COUNCIL:
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman
Luke Miller

STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING)
COMMITTEE:
Bohdan Knianynyckyj
Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Michael Miller

Olga Miller
Lubomyra Yoldas



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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