


December 19, 2010 
Sunday Before Nativity  - of the Holy Fathers 

Tone 5 
 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 20 – DECEMBER  26 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY 

10:00 AM ROYAL HOURS 
10:00 PM “З Нами Бог!” Велике Повечір’я 
  “GOD IS WITH US” GREAT COMPLINES FOLLOWED 

BY DIVINE LITURGY 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25 – THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 

10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26– SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY – FEAST OF DAVID, JOSEPH AND JAMES  - 

SYNAXIS OF THE THEOTOKOS 
9:30 AM LITURGY  FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
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Pancake Breakfast and Bake 
Sale 

Please join us in the hall after today’s 
Liturgy for our annual pre-Nativity 
pancake breakfast and bake sale.. 

Greeting Cards 
Christmas Cards and various other 
greeting cards are for sale in the Church 
Hall. Please see Mary Kitt to purchase.

Suggestions for Celebrating Christmas 
1) Give thanks to God by attending Church.  
2) Seek peace with those with whom we may 

be at odds.  
3) Give an anonymous gift to a stranger in 

need. 

Fast Free Period  
During the twelve days of Christmas, 
Dec. 25th, through Theophany, Jan. 6th, 
we do not fast, even on Wednesday and 
Fridays. A one day fast is observed on 
January 5th, the Eve of Theophany.  

 
 
 

 
 

Let’s go Caroling! 
Between December 25 and February 2 we 
will be organizing visits to our parishioners, 
shut-ins, and nursing homes. If you are 
interested in participating or you would like 
to be visited or you know of someone who 
would like to be visited, please contact Fr. 
James. 

Behold, the Virgin shall be with child. 
The Jews say that the prophecy in Hebrew does 
not say “virgin” but “young woman”. However, 
in Hebrew the word for “young woman” and 
“virgin” is one and the same; it being 
understood that young women are to be 
virgins. Yet, what would be the significance of 
any young woman giving birth, for this 
happens all the time. The sign was that a Virgin, 
one who knew not man, would give birth. This 
has happened only once, with the birth of 
Jesus, the Savior, “God with us”.  



 WHO WERE THE MAGI?  
The Magi were Persian priestly scholars, 

known for their expertise in medicine, 
philosophy, science, astrology, and dreams. 
When the Prophet Daniel was taken to 
Babylon in 605 BC, Nebuchadnezzar 
recognized his God as the “God of gods and 
Lord of lords, Who reveals mysteries”. Daniel 
was renamed Baltasar and appointed the 
chief of this society. (Daniel 2:48; 4:6; 5:11). 
The prophetic and messianic writings of 
Daniel had a profound effect on these 
scholars, who also were familiar with 
Balaam’s prophecy about the star shining 
forth from Jacob (Num. 24:17).  

At the time of Christ, the Magi composed 
the upper house of the Council of the 
Megistanes whose duties included the 
absolute choice and election of the king of 
the realm. Their sudden appearance in Judea 
caused Herod great fear as he sought to keep 
his fragile control over the region. However, 
it was in the hope a divinely imposed 
dominion that the Magi had made their 
lengthy journey to Judea.  

Since the Magi believed that there was a 
mystical influence of the stars, they would 
constantly study the heavens seeking 
extraordinary sign which might herald the 
“Expected One.” St. Theophylact explains 
how the Lord used the stars to draw the Magi 
to Him when he writes: “Because the Magi 
were astrologists, the Lord brought them in a 
manner natural to them, just as Peter, being a 
fisherman, came through the catch of a 
multitude of fish.”  

The wise men, on behalf of the entire 
human race, brought gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh: gold because they were returning to 
the acknowledgment that God is the only 

true King, frankincense because they were 
returning to the worship of the Lord as the 
only true God, and myrrh because Christ, as 
the bringer of the Resurrection, would 
abolish death and there would no longer be 
any more need for myrrh as a burial 
ointment.  

What subsequently happened to these 
gifts is never mentioned in the Scriptures, but 
several traditions have developed. One story 
has the gold being stolen by the two thieves 
who were later crucified alongside Jesus. 
Another tale has it being entrusted to and 
then misappropriated by Judas.  

The number and identity of the Magi is 
not known for sure. Since three gifts were 
offered, it is often assumed that there were 
three in their company; the traditional names 
being Melchoir, Gaspar, and Balthzaar. 
Sometimes they are depicted as old, middle-
aged, and young. Some consider them to be 
from Persia, Arabia, and Egypt as the 
descendents of Shem, Japheth, and Ham.  

St. John Chrysostom rebukes an 
unbelieving Jewish nation by comparing 
them to the Gentile Magi: “The faith of the 
Magi is the condemnation of the Jews. The 
Magi believed on the authority of their one 
soothsayer Balaam and the Prophet Daniel; 
but the Jews, from the testimony of many 
prophets, refused to believe. Whereas the 
magi acknowledged that the coming of 
Christ would terminate their profane 
knowledge and magical arts, the Jews would 
not accept the Lawgiver’s doing away with 
their sacrifices and refused to accept the 
mysteries of the divine dispensation. The 
Magi confessed a Stranger; the Jews rejected 
their own.” 
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