


DECEMBER 20,2009
SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS - SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS

TONE 4

10:00 AM
10:00 PM

10:00 AM

9:30 AM LITURGY

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 21 — DECEMBER 27, 2009
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 — THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 — SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY — FEAST OF DAVID, JOSEPH AND JAMES

ROYAL HOURS

“3 Hamn Bor!” BEJIVKE IloBeuip’s
“Gob 1s WITH US” GREAT COMPLINES
FOLLOWED BY DIVINE LITURGY

DIVINE LITURGY

FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

=>> Remember in your prayers -/

Please remember in your

prayers those members of

our parish, our family and

friends who are ailing, are in

hospitals, nursing homes and

those who are not able to join actively in their

community. Remember especially the

following: Katherine Andrus, Walter & Isabella

Bachynsky, Susie Boyko, Sonya Cronin, Helen

Davis, Stephen Hricko, Bohdanchik James,

Maria Laszok, Lesya Loznycky, Alice Melnyk,

Gregorio Ortiz Pefia, and Sophia Skop. Please

let Fr. James know if there is anyone else who
should be remembered.

Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale

Today after the Divine Liturgy is our annual
pre-Christmas Pancake Breakfast and
Bake Sale. All are welcome!

Church Decorating

Please come on Tomorrow, December
21st at 10:.00 AM to help decorate the
Church for the feast of the Nativity.

Remember Those In The Armed Forces

Let us especially remember in

our prayers those family

members and friends who are

actively serving their countries

in the Armed Forces: Luke and

Slavamira Haywas, Elizabeth Heltsley, Oksanna
Hirniak, Andrew Hrynkiw, Zenon and Susan
Keske, Michael Lopes, Vasyl and Volodymyr
Lylak, Paul Richelmi and Brian Tuthill. Please give
any names of those you would like
remembered in the Liturgies to Fr. James.

Let’s go Caroling!
Between December 25 and February 2 we will
be organizing visits to our parishioners, shut-ins,
and nursing homes. If you are interested in
participating or you would like to be visited or
you know of someone who would like to be
visited, please contact Fr. James.



Christmas Items

Christmas Cards and other items are
for sale in the Church Hall. Please see
Mary Kitt to purchase.

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
During the celebration of our Lord’s Nativity,
it is the custom of Eastern Christians to greet
one another with the joyous exclamation,
“Xpuctoc Paxpaetbcal” “Christ is born!”, to
which the one greeted responds, “Cnasite
Woro!” “Glorify Him!”

Fast Free Period

The celebration of Christmas begins
on Christmas and concludes on
February 9, with the leave taking of
the feast of the Meeting of the Lord
in the Temple. At the center of this
longer celebration is not a mere one
day observance, but a twelve day
celebration of the fact that God has
become man for us men and our
salvation. During these twelve days
of Christmas we do not fast, even
on Wednesday and Fridays. A one
day fast is observed on January 5th,
the Eve of Theophany.

House Blessings
It is the custom among many
Eastern Christians to have their
homes blessed with the holy
water sanctified on Theophany
(the feast which commemorates the Baptism
of the Lord in the Jordan River). If you would
like your home blessed, please put your
name on the sign-up sheet in the back of the
church.
If you have any questions about house
blessings, what is involved, why we bless our
homes, etc., please speak with Fr. James.

Confession Times

Fr. James is available to

hear Confession at almost

any time. If you cannot
make it to church either before or after a
scheduled service, Fr. John can meet you at
the church at just about any other time. If
you would like more information about
preparing for Confession, or if you have any
other questions about it, please feel free to
speak with your priest.

Thank You!

Today we welcome the Knights of Columbus who have so generously

provided components and installation of our new security system. May

God bless your generosity towards our community during our difficult

time.

We are humbled by your example of Christian Charity and

Stewardship which you have extended towards us even though you are

not parishioners. We are, however, united as members of the one Body of

Christ. May God grant you many blessed years!



Dear Beloved Parishioners and
Friends of Our Parish,

Each Christmas, as we celebrate
the birth of the Son of God in the
flesh, we exchange gifts with one
an-other as a token of our love and
brotherly affection. This is an age
old practice recalling the gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh,
offered to the Christ Child by the

wise men who had traveled from afar to Bethlehem in order to pay homage to the
newly born King and Savior of the world.

As we know, not long after the wise men presented their gifts, St. James, the first
bishop of Jerusalem, wrote in his Epistle to the early Christians that “every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.” (James
1:17) As descendents of these first Christians, and joint heirs with them of God's rich
bounties, we not only share these same sentiments of St. James but we also recite
these exact same words at every Divine Liturgy. Likewise, we also acknowledge with
him that of all the good and perfect gifts of the Lord there was none so great or so
perfect as that of the Only-Begotten Son - the One who was given by the Father
because He so loved the world, and the One who gave Himself up on the Cross so that
we might share in His divine life and kingdom.

And so, as we rejoice in the gift of divine life offered to us by Jesus Christ through
His Incarnation, let us also resolve to offer back to God a gift of like kind and value. As
He has given His life to us and for us, let us also commend ourselves and each other
and all our life unto Him. There is no greater gift that we can offer to God for the One
great and perfect gift He has given to us - His Only-Begotten Son.

Finally, | extend to you my heartfelt prayers and best wishes for the festive season
and New Year. May the Lord bless you, your families, and friends with peace, good will,
and love!

With prayerful best wishes,
And with love in Christ,
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