Sunpay Berore CHRISTMAS -- SUNDAY OF THE HoLy FATHERS

Icon of the Nativity of Our Lord



THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD — SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS
DECEMBER 21, 2008
Tone 4

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 22 — DECEMBER 28, 2008

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 10:00 AM ROYAL HOURS
10:00 PM “3 HAMU Bor” GREAT COMPLINES FOLLOWED BY DIVINE LITURGY
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25 10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY — NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26 10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY — SYNAXIS OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27 10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY — ST. STEPHEN THE PROTO-MARTYR
6:00 GREAT VESPERS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 8:00 AM LITURGY
10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

Thank you to all the wonderful helpers who made Bishop Richard's
pastoral visit such a beautiful celebration! All the hard work contributed
you made the bishop feel at home in one of his most distant parishes.

“Open Wide Your Hearts!” — Share 2008
“The gift you have received give as a gift.” (Matthew 10:8) Please support Share 2008 Ukrainian
Catholic Appeal. If you haven’t received the mailing from our Bishop, there are extra envelopes in the
back of the church.

Church Decorating
Please come tomorrow, December 22 at 10:00 AM to help decorate the Church for the
feast of the Nativity of our Lord.

Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale
Today is our annual pre-Christmas Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale. This will take place after each
Liturgy

Let’s go Caroling!
Between December 25 and February 2 we will be organizing visits to our parishioners,
shut-ins, and nursing homes. If you are interested in participating or you would like to be
visited or you know of someone who would like to be visited, please contact Xenia
Moore or Fr. James.

Christmas Cards
Ukrainian Christmas Cards are for sale in the Church Hall. Please see Mary Kitt to
purchase.



2008 Liturgical Schedule for Nativity

Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
Wednesday, December 24, 2008

* 10:00 AM
Royal Hours
+ 10:00 PM

«3 Hamu Boe!» Great Complines and Divine Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostom for the Feast

Nativity in the Flesh of Our Lord, God and Savior
Jesus Christ
Thursday, December 25, 2008
* 10:00 AM
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Prayers For Those Serving In The Military
Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are actively serving our
country in the Armed Forces. Please submit any names of those you would like remembered in the
Liturgies to Fr. James.

Your Prayers Please!
Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in hospitals,
care homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our community.
Remember especially the following: Susie Boyko, Sonia Cronin, Bohdanchik
James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Sophia Skop, and Ariadna Wall. Please
let Fr. James know if there is anyone who should be added to this list.

Sunday Collection: December 7, 2008:
10:00 AM $937.00
Second Collection: $102.00
Total: $1,039.00




“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST”

Christmas, like no other holiday during the year, brings forth such an
emotional response in our hearts. The birth of the Son of God is a happy and
loving occasion. The sound of the angelic choir singing “Glory to God in the
highest,” the sight of humble shepherds who fall to their knees before the
Newborn Child, the animals who warm the Lord with their breath, the Magi who
followed the star to bestow their gifts on the Christ Child — all these things seem
to us so sweet and so loving.

Then, our thoughts may stray to our native lands, and we remember our cities
or villages covered in snow, the sound of the snow crunching beneath our feet
and the lovely sound of “God Eternal” or other childhood memories. And, all this
seems to us to be so sweet and so loving. A warm and happy feeling arises in our
hearts when we think of this glorious event — the birth of the Son of God.

Each year we celebrate the Nativity of Jesus Christ and we think of it in terms
of beautifully decorated Christmas trees, city streets decorated with bright and
colorful lights, Christmas carols and carolers. The Evangelists, however,
emphasize that the Son of God came to us during a time of cruel events. If we
forget that suffering is also tied in with Christmas and that there is the
foreshadowing of the crown of thorns, then, when we face our own time of
suffering (which no one can avoid), we may lose hope that things will somehow
get better.

Not all of us face suffering today, although we know that, sooner or later, it
will come to us. But, there are those among us who are suffering a great deal. To
be a member of the Christian community means to be aware that those who
suffer just a little bit should help those who suffer a great deal.

Let us thank God for the joy of Christmas, for the carols, for the colored lights
twinkling along our city streets, for the beautifully decorated Christmas tree. Let
us also thank Him that, in the holiday of Christmas, we can find the crown of
thorns, for this sustains those who are suffering now and those who will suffer in
the future.



,»C/IABA HA BUCOTAX BOI'OBI”

Hisske c¢BATO B poni He BUKJIMKAE B HAlIUX CeEpPUAX CTUIbKHU
CEHTUMEHTAJIbHUX MOYyTTIiB, dK cBATO XpucrtoBoro Pizgsa. llisa mnogia
HapoxeHHs boxkoro CvHa € A/ Hac MUJIOL0, Jt06010. CIiB aHreJIbCbKUX XOPiB
,Cnaea Ha sucomax Bozoei”, mpuxia NokKipHUX BiBYapiB, 1[0 NPUNAAAKTh Ha
KOJIiHA nepeJ, HOBOHApO KeHUM /[IUTATKOM, XyZibKa, 1110 CBOIM BigJuxOM rpie
[IpenBiuHoro bora, napia cTpoHOMH, BeleHi 3ipKOI0, CKJIaial0Th CBOI JapH.

Bce Te BMJA€ETbCA HaM MWJIMM 1 JIIOOMM. A KOJIM MONPH Le AYMKHU Halli
NOJIMHYTh B YKpaiHy, B Halll pilHAN Kpal, Ta 3raZlaEMoO CIIOBUTI CHIroM Halli
ceJia, CKpUI CHIry miJi HoraMu ¥ ry4dHe ,boe [IpedsiuHuil” niji BikHaMu, TOAi Te
BCe BUJIAEThCA HaM TaKe MuJe, Take Jtobe. [loais HapomkeHHs boxoro CuHa
6/1arolaTHO BIJIMBA€E Ha HAC, BOHA PO3HIXKYE Hallle ceplie.

[[Jopoky cBATKyeEMO Npa3HUK XpucToBoro PizaBa W moB’si3yeMo Koro 3
SICKPABO OCBIY€HOIO0 SJIMHKOIO, CATKOBO NPUOpPAaHMMM BYJMLSAMU HALIUX MICT,
KOJIIJHUKAMM 1 KoJsiiKaMd. Te Bce BBa)KaeEMO 3a BUCJ/IB HalIUX pPafiCHUX
CBAATKYBaHb. EBAHTeJIUCTH, OJIHAK, MigKPeCa00Th, [0 CuH boxxui npuniios 0
Hac cepeJ; *KOPCTOKOI AIMCHOCTU KUTTHA. Akio Mu 3abyaemo, mo 3 PizaBom
NOB'IBYETbCA CTPaXKJaHHSA, fKIO0 3abyaemo, uo B mnofii Pi3agBa € TepHOBI
KOJIFOYKH, TOZI B HALIOMYy CTPAXJAHHI, AKe HIKOro 3 HaC He MUHAE, BTPATUMO
HaZilo i CloZliBaHHA Ha Kpalle.

3apa3 He BCi MU JITKHEHI TeplmiHHAM, X04 3HAEMO, L]0 CKOpille YU Mi3HilIle
BOHO /10 HacC MpHUiJe, ajle Mi>XK HAMHU € TaKi, SKi TepmsaTh IyKe U AyKe 6ararto.
ByTH 4/1eHOM XpUCTHUSAHCbKOI TPOMa/ii — 3HAYUTb OYTH CBiZJOMUM 1LIbOTO, 1110 Ti,
SKi TepIJIATH MaJio, MalOTh JI0TIOMAaraTy TUM, SIKi TEPIJISITh 6araTo.

Otxe, aakymo [ocnogeBi 3a pi3fBsHY pajliCTh, 3a KOJISIAY, 3a KOJIbOPOBI
BOTHI, IKi MepexTSaTb Ha BYJMISAX HAUIMX MICT, 3a NMpUOpaHy SIJIMHKY. AJjie
JSKYMMO TeX 1 3a Te, IO B pi3ABAHIA MO/l MM MOXeMO 3HAWTU TEPHOBI
KOJIIOUKH, 60 11e MiTPUMYE THX, 110 TEPIJISATb CbOr0JIHI ¥ THX, 1[0 TEPNITUMYTh
3aBTpa.



Ykpaincoka Kamonuywvka Ilapagia Mamepi boscoi Heycmarouoi Ilomoui
Hepksa Castoro IIpopoka it [Ipenreun Moana Xpecturens
Cearuns Cestoro Mukonas, Apxuenuckona Mip Jlikilicekoro, Uy noTBopiis

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Iapox: o. SIkiB beHbkcTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

The Grace of Christmas

For my sake He was born of the Virgin Mary, He who is born of the Father before all time.
For my sake He was wrapped in swaddling clothes, He who covers heaven with the clouds and vests
Himself with robes of light. For my sake He was placed in a lowly manger, He whose throne is the
heavens and who feet rest upon earth.

For my sake He was fed with His Mother’s milk, He who feeds all creatures. For my sake
He was held in his Mother’s arms, He who is borne by the cherubim and holds all creatures in His
embrace. For my sake He was circumcised according to the Law, He who is maker of the Law. For
my sake, He who is unseen became visible and lived among us, He who is my God ... O Son of God
who ceased not dwell in His Father’s bosom! What did You behold in me of merit? Why did You
come to seek me in this vale of tears? Shepherds search for their lost sheep, but for their own profit.
Men seek lost property, but out of self-interest.

Travelers visit foreign countries, but for their own benefit. Kings offer ransoms for
prisoners, but they pay it in gold and silver through their ambassadors, and largely for their own
gain. But You, what was it that You found in me, my Lord? What use, what interest, what good did
You behold in me that You came to seek me? And it was the King of Heaven and Earth Himself who
came, not His ambassadors. God Himself came to find and to ransom His servant, not with gold and
silver but with His Precious Blood.

Saint Tychon (+ 1783)
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