


December 22, 2013
Sunday before Nativity - of the Holy Ancestors of Christs

The Holy Great Martyr Anastasia

Schedule of Services for the Week of December 23 – December 29
Tuesday, December 24 – Vigil of the Nativity
	 10:00 AM – Royal Hours
	 10:00 PM – З Нами Бог!” Велике Повечір’я “God is with us” Great Complines followed by Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, December 25 – The Nativity in the Flesh of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ
	 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy				   for all parishioner
Thursday, December 26 – Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos
	 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy				   for all parishioner
Saturday, December 28 – The Holy Twenty Thousand Martyrs Burned in Nicomedia; Passing into 

eternal life (1945) of Blessed Hryhoriy (Gregory) Khomyshyn, Bishop of 
Stanyslaviv (Ivano-Frankivs’k) and martyr

	 6:00 PM – Great Vespers for Sunday (satisfies for Sunday obligation)
Sunday, December 29 – SSunday after Nativity: David, Joseph, and James; The Holy Fourteen Thousand 

Infants Slain for Christ’s Sake in Bethlehem of Judea by Herod; Our Venerable 
Father Marcellus, hegumen of the Monastery of the Sleepless Ones

	 9:30 AM – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy			 For All Parishioners

Sunday offering for December 15
	 Amount                       Number

	 $5.00		  1
	 $10.00		  4
	 $15.00		  1
	 $20.00		  4
	 $35.00		  1
	 $40.00		  7
	 $50.00		  7
	 $75.00		  1
	 $100.00		  3
	 $125.00		  1
	 $300.00		  1
	 $500.00		  2               
	 $2605.00		   
Parishioner Total: $2340.00
Visitor Total: $265.00
Average / parish household (42): $55.71
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Surplus: $215.00

Mark Your Calendars
Saturday, January 11, 2014: 9:00 PM - Midnight. 
Maланка (New Year’s Celebration) in the 
church hall. Cost: $20 when purchased on or 
before January 5; $25 at the door.
Hors d’oeuvres, borshcht, wine, beer and 
champage. Bring your dancing shoes!Let’s go Caroling!

On December 28, let’s gather at 
the church at 10:00 AM to go 
caroling at the homes of our shut-
ins.  We will continue to go caroling 
up until February 2nd - depending 
upon interest and participation.  If 
you are interested in participating 
or you would like to be visited or 
you know of someone who would 
like to be visited, please contact 
Fr. James. 

Thank You! - to all those who helped to 
clean and decorate the church and the hall 
for the bishop’s visit and for the feast of the 
Nativity. Thank you to all who helped make 
the bake sale a success. May God bless you 
for you generosity!  The Varenyky and bake 
sale brought in $616.00.



Christmas Epistle of His Beatitude Sviatoslav
December 20, 2013

This is an unofficial translation and is presented until such is promulgated.

To the Son, eternally and immaculately born of the Father,
Who—in the fullness  of time—was born bodily, without seed, from a Virgin,

Let us cry out to Christ-God: Holy are You, O Lord,
Who fortified our strength!

(Canon of the Nativity).

Christ is born!

At the voice of the angel, calling to the shepherds in the dark of night, let us now hasten to the poor 
stable in Bethlehem. Here we see in the Blessed Virgin Mary’s arms the Son of God, who came into our 
world as a man. Together with them, let us rejoice and marvel; let us sing and contemplate the living 
and true God, who—born in a human body—gives Himself into human hands as a small, gentle and 
defenceless child.

Our Saviour’s Nativity reveals the depths of Divine life as well as the truth about man. He—who 
today appears in human flesh—existed before the creation of the world, for—as God before all ages—
He is eternally and immaculately born of the Father as a son! This is the ineffable and incomprehensible 
mystery of Jesus Christ’s divine sonship which today is revealed and preached to all mankind. This feast 
makes the divine sonship accessible for all through the proclamation that God the Father loves us as 
his sons and daughters. In His new-born Son, we experience today our nearness to God. We experience 
the same warm, powerful, real and life-giving intimacy which is the Father’s intimate affection for His 
first-born.

Gazing into the faces of the Divine Child and His Mother Mary, let us grasp the truth the Nativity 
teaches us about our humanity and of His humanity, which is a sign of God’s presence: “And this will 
be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger” (Lk 2:12). 
This child—the God of Israel, Who—in the fullness  of time—was born bodily from a Virgin without 
seed. He bestows upon Joseph the Betrothed, the wonderful role of guardian. At the Nativity of Christ, 
we receive the Eternal God in our own form. For people rightly desire to be cared for and here in 
Bethlehem, God himself—as a child—is the one caring for the human family!

Humaneness—as a sense of and respect for the sanctity of human life—is a moving and saving 
path along which—on this mysterious night—the Son of God, the Son of Mary, comes to our homes, to 
our families, to our nation. And this divine-humanity—the God-Manhood of Incarnate Son of God—
gives us a Christmas path to follow in order to love God and neighbour. By celebrating Christmas with 
travellers and the homeless, or in solidarity with those who are despised and whose dignity is denied, 
we, Christians, as true guardians and evangelists of God’s presence among us, make our world, our 
society more humane and dignified for man himself.

The birth of the Son of God, the Eternal Word of the Father, reveals along with the greatness and 
glory of our God, the Creator and Saviour, the greatness and glory of man as the crown of all creation. In 
His Incarnation, God reveals the special dignity of man, because He is incarnated in it—that is to say, in 
his own image. St. Irenaeus of Lyon says: “When the Word was made flesh… He Himself became what 
His image was… making man like the invisible Father through the visible Word” (Adv. Haer., 5, 16, 2).

Glorifying the dignity of the human person, Christ’s Church today sings out: “Let us cry out to 
Christ-God: Holy are You, O Lord, Who fortified our strength!” Just as the coming to earth of the Son 
of God through the Incarnation became the centre of world history, similarly the dignity of the human 



person is the foundation for a true and indeed humane society. The Church teaches that social institutions 
and their leaders must respect each human person and their prime duty is to promote the holistic growth 
of each person. The person can never be a means for the realization of economic, social or political 
agendas imposed by secular authorities. Rather governments must be vigilant when placing restrictions 
on freedoms or burdens on a person’s private life to never harm human dignity (Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church, § 131-133).

There is no future for a society in which man is demeaned. The dignity of the human person is the 
source for just laws and equitable social order. For in the human person the temporal and eternal, the 
divine and human, are united. Humanity is the door to eternity opened on Christmas Day by the Son 
of God’s humanity. So celebrating the Nativity means to keep open the doors of our hearts to human 
dignity, especially of the weak and defenceless, as was the Divine Child Himself in the arms of the 
Virgin Mary.

Today once again Ukrainian society is striving to build its future on the foundation of the Christian 
faith. The new-born Saviour is the fulfilment of the hopes of all mankind for the coming of God’s 
kingdom—a kingdom of justice, peace and goodness. The birth of the eternal King of Peace was 
announced by the angel, when he said to the shepherds: “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy which will come to all people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour” (Lk 2:10-11). This historic moment is important to us, for the word of the Evangelist proclaims 
that Christ Himself is the source of our joy and the end of our fears! In the Nativity of Christ, may our 
anxiety be transformed into hope, may confusion and uncertainty be directed along the path that leads to 
the place of our Lord’s birth. On this Christmas Day, when, according to the apostle Paul, the power of 
God was made manifest in human weakness (cf. II Cor. 12:9), our sense of powerlessness is turned into 
a realization of our self-worth. Through the action of the Holy Spirit, this realization of our self-worth 
becomes a force that will enable us to build a society worthy of man. That is why today we glorify the 
power of the divine-humanity, singing: “Holy are You, O Lord, Who fortified our strength!”

Dearly beloved in Christ! On this joyous feast day of Christ’s Nativity, I wish all of you my sincerest 
greetings. I wish for you goodness and peace, harmony and health. I desire to knock on the door of every 
Ukrainian family! With the sound of ancient carols, I wish to cheer every Ukrainian heart! Announcing 
the great joy of our Saviour’s birth, I want to gather around Bethlehem’s stable all of our church—both 
in Ukraine and abroad— into one community of God!

Today let us feel like one Christian family in which our Saviour is born. Along the path of humanity 
and Christian solidarity, we can touch all who defend their own dignity, the dignity of their family and 
their nation! Let us share our Christmas joy with those who are far from home, in hospital beds or prison 
bunks. Together, guided by the light of the star, let us make ​​haste towards our neighbours in order to 
see in the flesh—the Invisible One; in His poverty—the Source of all goodness; in His weakness—the 
Almighty, as the new-born Christ-God in the embrace of the Theotokos.

Christ is born!

Let us glorify Him!

 † SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv,
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,

19 December 2013,
on the feast day of St. Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra, the Wonderworker



“OUR SAVIOR, BOTH GOD AND MAN”
By Saint  Ephrem the Syrian – 4th Century 

We confess one and the same individual as perfect 
God and perfect man. He is God the Word Which 
was flesh. 
For if He was not man, why was Mary chosen? And 
if He is not God, whom does Gabriel call Lord? 
If He was not man, who was laid in a manger? And if 
He is not God, whom did the angels who came down 
from heaven glorify?  
If He was not man, who was wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, And if He is not God, in whose honor did the 
star appear? 
If He was not man, whom did Simeon hold in his 
arms? And if He is God, to whom did Simeon say, 
“now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace”?
If He was not man, whom did Joseph take when he 
fled into Egypt? And if He is not God, who fulfilled 
the prophecy: “Out of Egypt have I called my Son”?
If He was not man, whom did John baptize? And if 
He is not God, to whom did the Father say: “This is 
my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased”?
If He was not man, who hungered in the desert? And 
if He is not God, unto whom did the angels come and 
minister? 
If He was not man, who was invited to the marriage 
in Cana of Galilee? And if He is not God, who turned 
the water into wine? 
If He was not man, who took the loaves in the desert? 
And if He is not God, who fed the five thousand men 
and their women and children with five loaves and 
two fish? 
If He was not man, who slept in the ship? And if He 
is not God, who rebuked the waves and the sea? 
If He was not man, with whom did Simon the 
Pharisee sit at meat? And if He is not God, who 
forgave the sins of the harlot? 
If He was not man, who wore a man’s garment? And 
if He is not God, who healed the woman with the 
issue of blood when she touched His garment? 
If He was not man, who spat on the ground and made 
clay? And if He is not God, who gave sight to the 
eyes of the blind man with the clay? 
If He was not man, who wept at Lazarus’ grave? And 

if He is not God, who commanded him to come forth 
out of the grave four days after his death? 
If He was not man, whom did the Jews arrest in the 
garden? And if He is not God, who cast them to the 
ground with the words: “I am He”? 
If He was not man, who was judged before Pilate? 
And if He is not God, who frightened Pilate’s wife 
in a dream? 
If He was not man, whose garments were stripped 
from Him and parted by the soldiers? And if He 
is not God, why was the sun darkened upon His 
crucifixion? 
If He was not man, who was crucified on the cross? 
And if He is not God, who shook the foundation of 
the earth?
If He was not man, whose hands and feet were nailed 
to the cross? And if He is not God, how did it happen 
that the veil of the temple was rent in twain, the rocks 
were rent, and the graves were opened? 
If He was not man, who hung on the cross between 
the two thieves? And if He is not God, how could 
He say to the thief: “Today thou shalt be with me in 
paradise”?
If He was not man, who cried out, and gave up the 
ghost? And if He is not God, whose cry caused many 
bodies of the saints which slept to arise?
If He was not man, whom did the women see laid 
in the grave? And if He is not God, about whom did 
the angel say to them: “He is arisen, He is not here”?
If He was not man, whom did Thomas touch when 
he put his hands into the prints of the nails?  And if 
He is not God, who entered through the doors that 
were shut?
If He was not man, who ate at the sea of Tiberias? 
And if He is not God, on whose orders were the nets 
filled with fishes?
If He was not man, whom did the apostles see carried 
up into heaven? And if He is not God, who ascended 
to the joyful cries of the angels, and to whom did the 
Father proclaim: “sit at My right hand”?
If He is not God and man then, indeed, our salvation 
is false, and false are the pronouncements of the 
prophets.











Українська Греко-Католицька Церква
Святого Йоана Хрестителя
St. John the Baptizer
Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church 

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941

Parish Office: (619) 697-5085
Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com

Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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