


December 23, 2012
Sunday before the Nativity

The Holy Ancestors of Christ

Tone 5
Schedule of Services for the Week of December 24 – December 30

Monday, December 24 - Vigil of the Nativity (Strict Fast Day)
	 10:00 AM - Royal Hours
	 10:00 PM - З Нами Бог!” Велике Повечір’я “God is with us” Great Complines
		  Followed by Divine Liturgy	 Special Intention
Tuesday, December 25 – The Nativity in the Flesh of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ (Holy 

Day of Obligation)
	 9:30 AM	 – Divine Liturgy				    For All Parishioners
Wednesday, December 26 – Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos; The Holy Hieromartyr Euthymius, 

bishop of Sardis 
	 9:30 AM	 – Divine Liturgy				    Special Intention
Thursday, December 27 – The Holy Apostle, Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen; Our Venerable 

Father and Confessor Theodore the Branded, brother of St. Theophanes 
the Hymnographer 

	 9:30 AM	 – Divine Liturgy				    Special Intention
Saturday, December 29 – Saturday after Nativity; The Holy Fourteen Thousand Infants Slain 

for Christ’s Sake in Bethlehem of Judea by Herod; Our Venerable 
Father Marcellus, hegumen of the Monastery of the Sleepless Ones

	 6:00 PM – Great Vespers of Sunday
Sunday, December 30 – 	S unday after Nativity – David, Joseph and James; The Holy Virgin Martyr 

Anysia; Our Venerable Father Zoticus, presbyter and friend of orphans
	 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy			   For All Parishioners

Welcome to Our Visitors
We warmly welcome all those who are 
visiting from near and far. Please consider 
staying for a bite to eat at our coffee  hour 
following the service. But even if you have 
to run, we thank you for worshipping with us 
today, and we wish you a blessed remainder 
of your visit!

Catechetical Video Series
Today, after the Divine Liturgy we 
continue showing a series of  catechetical 
videos.  The first series to be shown will 
be “Catholicism” by Fr. Robert Barrons.  

A future video series will be “The Way: 
Intruducing Orthodox Christianity.”

Please attend! Будьмо Уважні!

On December 21, we celebrated the Feast of 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch, a bishop killed in 
the Roman persecutions in the generation 
right after the apostles. He wrote the 
following in his letter to his followers on 
his way to Rome to die, begging them not 
to rescue him from prisoner, but to let him 
become a martyr: 
"It is better for me to die in Christ Jesus than 
to be king over the ends of the earth. I seek 
him who died for our sake. I desire him who 
rose for us. The pains of birth are upon me. 
Suffer me, my brethren; hinder me not from 
living, do not wish me to die. Do not give to 
the world one who desires to belong to God, 
nor deceive him with material things. Suffer 
me to receive the pure light; when I shall 
have arrived there, I shall become a human 
being. Suffer me to follow the example of 
the passion of my God."



Sunday offering for December 16
Amount	 Number
	 $5.00		 1
	 $10.00		 2
	 $15.00		 1
	 $20.00		 3
	 $25.00		 1
	 $40.00		 2
	 $50.00		 5
	 $62.00		 1 (loose)
	 $75.00		 1
	 $100.00		 2
	 $200.00		 1
	 $300.00		 1                          
	 $1292.00		 21  Parishioners

Parishioner Total: $1292.00
Visitor Total: $25.00

Average / parish household (40): $30.76
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2125.00
Shortfall: ($833.00)

Stewardship Pledges
Pledges received: 11

It is impossible to plan any sort of 
budget until all pledge forms are 
turned in. If you haven’t returned 
your pledge, please do so.

God’s Extended Hand
FOCUS (Fellowship of Orthodox Christians 
United to Serve) has provided us with 
a special bin for collecting donations of 
clothing, toiletries, etc. to be distributed 
at GEH.  It is located near the door of the 
church hall.

Thank You! - to all those who helped 
to clean and decorate the church for 
the feast of the Nativity.  May God 
bless you for you generosity! Popcorn and a Movie with the Sisters 

“Women of Spirit”, the untold story of the Sisters 
of St. Basil in America, will be shown at  our 
parish on Sunday, January 27th  after the Divine 
Liturgy. Sr. Ann Laszok  will be in attendance 
to answer any questions that people might have. 
We invite everyone to come and celebrate this 
amazing story with the Sisters.
Plan to attend! For further information on the 
Popcorn and a Movie with the Sisters call Fr 
James at (619) 905-5278.

This Christmas
Think first of someone else.

Be kind and gentle. Mend a quarrel. 
Seek out a forgotten friend.

Write a love letter.
Share some treasure.

Give a soft answer. Encourage youth.
Keep a promise.
Find the time.

Forgive an enemy.
Listen.

Apologize if you were wrong.
Laugh a little. Laugh a little more.

Express your gratitude.
Gladden the heart of a child.

Take pleasure in the beauty and 
wonder of the earth.

Speak your love. Speak it again.
Speak it still once again.

– Anonymous
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