Sunpay AFTER CHRISTMAS

Icon of Saint Melania -- December 31st



THE SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
DaviD, JOSEPH AND JAMES
DECEMBER 28, 2008
Tone 8
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 29 — JANUARY 4, 2008

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 6:00 PM GREAT VESPERS WITH LYTIA

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 10:00 AM LITURGY — CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD / ST. BASIL
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 6:00 GREAT VESPERS
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 8:00 AM LITURGY SPECIAL INTENTION

10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

“Open Wide Your Hearts!” — Share 2008
“The gift you have received give as a gift.” (Matthew 10:8) Please support Share 2008 Ukrainian
Catholic Appeal. If you haven’t received the mailing from our Bishop, there are extra envelopes in the
back of the church.

Let’s go Caroling!
Between December 25 and February 2 we will be organizing visits to our parishioners,
shut-ins, and nursing homes. If you are interested in participating or you would like to be
visited or you know of someone who would like to be visited, please contact Xenia
Moore or Fr. James.

Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are actively
=——~= serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas, Elizabeth Heltsley,
v Olena Hrivniak, Michael Lopes, Stefan Oborski, Raul Richelmi and Brian Tuthill. Please

; submit any names of those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to Fr. James.

g Prayers For Those Serving In The Military

Your Prayers Please!
Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in hospitals, -~
nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our community. \
Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus, Susie Boyko, Sonia
Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Sophia Skop, and
Ariadna Wall. Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone who should be added
to this list.

Collection information for December 21 and for the Feast of Nativity
will be published in next week’s bulletin




Two Feasts of the Church occur on the 1° of January
The Circumcision of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

On the eighth day after His birth, the divine Child was taken to the Temple and duly
circumcised according to the Jewish Law that had been observed from the time of
Abraham. At this time He was given the name Jesus, the name announced to the most
holy Virgin by the Archangel Gabriel (Luke 1:31).

The Baptism of the New Covenant was prefigured in the Circumcision of the Old
Covenant. The Lord's Circumcision shows that He took true human flesh upon Himself,
not its semblance as heretics later taught of Him. The Lord was truly circumcised,
desiring thus to fulfill all the Law, which He Himself had given through our forefathers
and the prophets. Fulfilling all the ordinances of the Law, He superseded them by
Baptism in His Church, for, as the Apostle declares: "In Christ Jesus neither circumcision
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature" (Gal. 6:15). (In the Church
Calendar, this Feast of the Lord has neither Forefeast nor Postfeast.)

St Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea.

St Basil was born in the reign of the Emperor Constantine, in about
330. While still unbaptised, he spent fifteen years in Athens
studying philosophy, rhetoric, astronomy and other contemporary
secular disciplines. Among his fellow-students were Gregory the
Theologian and Julian, later the apostate emperor. When already
of mature years, he was in the Jordan together with his former tutor
Evulios. He was Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia for nearly ten
years, and died at the age of fifty.

A great champion of Orthodoxy, a great torch of moral purity and
zeal for the Faith, a great theological mi nd, a great builder and
plllar of the Church of God, Basil fully deserved his title "the Great". In the Office for his
Feast, he is referred to as a bee of the Church of Christ, bringing honey to the faithful but
stinging those in heresy. Many of the writings of this Father of the Church have survived
- theological, apologetic, on asceticism and on the Canons. There is also the Liturgy that
bears his name. This Liturgy is celebrated ten times in the year: on January Ist, on the
Eves of Christmas and the Theophany, on every Sunday in the Great Fast with the
exception of Palm Sunday, and on the Thursday and Saturday in Great Week.

St Basil departed this life peacefully on January Ist, 379, and entered into the Kingdom
of Christ.



Greeting of His Beatitude Lubomyr on the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 2009
To the Most Reverend and Reverend Hierarchs,
Most Reverend and Reverend Fathers,
Honored Monks and Nuns,
Dearly beloved in Christ Lay Sisters and Brothers:
Peace and God'’s blessing!

Dearly beloved in Christ, in a few days we will celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, an
extraordinarily important event for each of us, for our families, communities, the nation, the Church and
all humanity. This event is so important that we even divide the history of humanity into the years before
the birth of Jesus Christ and after His birth. And we do this not occasionally or by chance, but on the basis
of a deep awareness that the world before His coming on the earth was strongly different from the world
which came after His arrival. It is similar with the life of each of us. When we become part of the body of
Jesus Christ through the holy sacrament of baptism, we recognize Him and meet with Him; our life
acquires another, new and better appearance. To recognize, to understand, to feel that closeness of God
to us and the possibility of our closeness to the Lord, this is a thing which changes fully our image of
human life, our feeling of ourselves, our own life, and the life of humanity in general.

| greet you on the holy feast which is on its way and cordially wish for each of you, as well as for
myself, that on these holy days we may come closer to the Lord God, open our hearts to His love, receive
Him, understand that He first loved us, and that the essence of our life is to respond to His love with our
love, love for Him and all our neighbors.

We can very well recognize this love of God and love of neighbors in a situation which has happened
in recent years. For the fourth time now many citizens of Ukraine are leaving their native land and
traveling abroad to search for a better life. | call this to mind, dearly beloved in Christ, because this
Sunday of the Holy Fathers is the last one before Christmas and in our Church is the Day of the Migrant.
According to the plan of the Holy Synod of Bishops of our Church, on this day we should turn our
attention to those who have left their native land but have not yet decided whether to return home or to
settle in the country of their current stay.

The question of migration is relevant not only for the migrants themselves but also for all our nation
and, foremost, for our Church. It touches every one of us, because even today one-third of the faithful of
our Church are migrants, or the children and grandchildren of migrants, old wanderers from Ukraine. But
in addition, on the occasion of the feast of Christmas it is worth remembering that Jesus Christ Himself
was in such a situation, that when he was still a small child he had to leave the country of his birth and
migrate together with Mary and Joseph.

Considering this, | want to emphasize the following. All of us — those who are in Ukraine, those who
left recently, and those who have now lived in the diaspora for a long time, developing our ecclesiastical
and social structures — are one people and one Church. And | ask today all of you, dear in Christ, to pray
for one another, or rather, that each one pray for all. And let us try to love each other, that is, wish good
for each other, try to understand others, entrust our needs to God, and help each other in the measure of
our own possibilities.

Dearly beloved in Christ, with the holy feast of the Nativity of Christ | cordially greet all of you and
sincerely wish God’s many graces.

Christ is born! + LUBOMYR



MpusimanHa baaxceHHiwozo /llo6omupa Ha Pizdeo MHIX 2009 poky
BucokonpeocBAweHHNM i NpeocBALEHHUM Bragukam,
BcecBiTniwmm i BucokonpenogobHum otuam,
MpenofobHUM YeHLAM | YepHULAM,

Joporum y Xpucti cectpam i bpatam mupsaHam
Mwup i Boxke 6narocnioBeHHsn!

[opori y XpucTi, yuepes Kinbka aHiB mn bygemo cBATKyBaTM PisgBo locnoaa Haworo Icyca XpucTa,
HAZA3BMYAMHO BaXX/IMBY MOAIIO A1 KOXHOIO i KOXHOI 3 Hac, A1 HAaWKWX POAMH, ANA TPOMaL, A/1A HAapoay,
ana Llepksu i gns Bcboro noactea. Lia noais HacTinbKM BaXKAMBa, WO MM HABIiTb 4iNMMO iCTOpito N10ACTBA
Ha POKM A0 HapoaXeHHsa Icyca Xpucta Ta nicna Moro HapomkeHHA. | pobUMO Le He MpUHarigHo uu
BMMNafKOBO, a Ha NiACTaBi rMMBOKOrO YCBIAOMAEHHA, WO CBIT A0 MOro npuxomy Ha 3eMA0 CUAbHO
BiApi3HABCA Big, CBITY, AKMIA HacTas nicna Moro npuxody. Tak camo i 3 MUTTAM KOXHOIO | KOXHOI 3 Hac.
Konn mu BTintoemocs B Icyca XpucTa Yepes cBaTe TaiHCTBO XpelleHHs, nisHaemo Moro i 3ycTpiHemoca 3
Hum, Hawe XuTTa HabyBae iHWOro, HOBOTO, KPALLOro BMUrAAAy. Mi3HaTK, 3pO3yMiTH, BiAYYTU Ty BAU3bKICTb
Bora A0 Hac Ta MOXAUBICTb Hawoi 6au3bkocTi Ao locnofa — ue piv, AIKa LiIKOBUTO 3MIHIOE Hawe
YABJIEHHSA NPO JIIOACHKE KUTTA, Hale BiguyTTa camux cebe, BNACHOIO KUTTA i XKUTTA NOACTBA 3araiom.

BiTatoumn Bac i3 CBATMM MPA3HUKOM, KM OT-OT HaCTaHe, cepLeYyHo Hakato KOXKHOMY i3 Bac, fK i cobi
camomy, wob y ui ceaTi AHI MM moram Habausutuca ao Focnopa Bora, BioKkpuTH cBoe cepue ao Moro
No608i, NpUitHATM Moro, 3po3ymiTy, Wwo BiH nepwmiti nonobus Hac i WO 3MICT HaLIOrO XMUTTA — BiAgnNoBiCTU
Ha Moro nio60o8 ceoeto 11060810, N10608’10 A0 HbOro Ta A0 BCiX CBOIX BAMMKHIX.

Lto ntobos bora i 110608 BAMKHIX MM MOXKEMO AyKe rapHO 3A4iMCHIOBaTU B CMTyaLii, AKa CKaanacs
OCTaHHIMM poKamu. Yxke BYeTBepTe baraTo rpomagaH YKpaiHM NOKMAAOTb PigHY 3eMto i igyTb 3aKopaoH
WYKaTWU Kpaw,oro *uTTa. 3ragyto npo ue, gopori y Xpucti, 60 ua Hegina cBaTMx oTLiB, OCTaHHA nepes
PisgBom, y Hawil Liepksi € lHem emirpaHTa. 3a 3ag4ymom ceAweHHoro CuHoay €nunckonis Hawoi Liepksen,
LbOro AHA MM MAEMO 3BEPHYTWU CBOK yBary Ha TMX, XTO MOiXaB 3 pPigHOI 3eMi, ane We He BUPIWnB, Yn
noBepTaTMcA A0AOMY, UM OCICTU Yy KpaiHi CBOro TenepilHboro nepebyBaHHA.

MuTaHHA emirpauii € akTyasbHUM He TiIbKM A8 CaMUX eMIrPaHTIB, @ M A/1A BCbOro HALWOro Hapoay i
nepeaycim A Hawoi Llepkeu. BOHO cTOCYETbCA KOXKHOTO 3 Hac, 60 HaBiTb CbOrOAHI TPETUHA BiPHUX HaLLOT
LlepkBn — ue abo emirpaHTh, abo AiTM YU BHYKM emirpaHTiB, AaBHiX BMXigLiB 3 YKpaiHu. Ta Kpim Toro, 3
Harogu npasHuKa PisaBa, cnig 3ragaTtu, wo M cam lcyc Xpuctoc 6yB y Takin cuTyauii, WO wWe mMasiok
[LMTUHOKO MYCiB NPOKMAATU KpaiHy CBOTO HapOKEHHA | emirpysaTi pasom 3 Mapieto i Mocunom.

Y 3B’A3KY 3 LLUM XO4YY HAro/JIoCUTN OCb Ha Yomy. Bci mu — Ti, Wwo B YKpaiHi, Ti, W0 HeAaBHO BUIXanu, i Ti,
WO BXe A0BrO WBYTb Ha NOCENEHHAX, PO3BUHYBLUM HalWi LLEePKOBHI i CYyCNifbHi CTPYKTYpPU, — € O4HUM
HapoZom i ogHieto LlepkBoto. | A npowy cborogHi ycix Bac, gopori y XpucTi, Wwob BM moananca ogHe 3a
ofHoro, abo paguwe, wWob KoxeH MoaMBCA 33 BCiX. | cTapaiimoca nwbuTn ogHe oAHOro, To6To HaxkaTtu
ogHe ogHOMy A06pa, HamaraTucA Po3ymiTW iHWKX, nopyyaTn Focnonesi Hawi nNoTpebu, i B mipy cBoix
MOK/IMBOCTEN OAHE OAHOMY A0MOMaraTu.

Lopori y XpucTi, 3i cBATUM npa3HMKom Pi3gBa XpMCTOBOro cepZeyHo BiTato ycix Bac i wupo 6arkawo
MHorux Boxkux 6nrarogartei.

Xpuctoc poxaaetbeal + JIOBOMMUP



Ykpaincoka Kamonuywvka Ilapagia Mamepi bocoi Heycmarouoi Ilomoui
Hepxsa Cesaroro IIpopoxka it [Ipenreun Moana Xpecturens
Cearuns Cestoro Mukonas, Apxuenuckona Mip Jlikilicekoro, Uy noTBopiis

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Iapox: o. SIkiB beHbkcTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston

frjames(@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

Melania the Younger, Nun of Rome

Saint Melania (also known as Melany) was the daughter of'a Roman senator. She was
married against her will to Valerius Pinianus by her tather when she was fourteen. Afier two
children died soon afier birth, Pintanus agreed (o respect her desire to devote her life to God.

When her father died, lcaving his enormous wealth to her. she, Pinianus, and her
mother Albina. left Rome and turned their country villa into a religious center. Melania sold
some of her proerty for charitable purposes. encountered much family opposition. and finally
appealed to Emperor Honorius who granted her his protection,

Melania became one of the great religious philanthropists of all time. endowing
s in Lgypt, Syria and Palestine. She helped churches and monasteries in Europe,
aiding the poor, the sick. and captives, helping pilgrims, and frecing some 8000 slaves in two

monast

vears. In 417, with Pintanus and Albina. she made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and visited
the Egyplian desert monks.

Upon their return, they settled in Jerusalem and Melania found a group of monastics
presided over by Saint Jerome. whose [riend she had became. Melania attracted many
-

disciples, built a convent for them and was superior for the rest of her life. She died in
Jerusalem on December 31, 439,
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2009 Liturgical Schedule for
Theophany

Vigil of Theophany

(Day of Strict Fast)

Monday, January 5, 2009
* 10:00 AM

Royal Hours

- 8:00 PM
«3 Hami boe!» Great
Complines with Lytia

Theophany of our Lord
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Tuesday, January 6, 2009
* 10:00 AM
Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom followed by
Great Water Blessing

* 6:00 PM
Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom followed by
Water Blessing



