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u SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY

OUR VENERABLE FATHER GEORGE THE CHOZEBITE;

OuUR VENERABLE MoOTHER DominicA; THE HoLy FATHER AND CONFESSOR EMILIAN
TonNE 1

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 9 — JANUARY 15

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14

LEAVE TAKING OF THEOPHANY;, THE VENERABLE MARTYRS SLAIN AT SINAI AND RAITHO;

THE PASSING oF THE HoLy EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES NINA, ENLIGHTENER OF GEORGIA

6:00 PM —  GREAT VESPERS
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15

Hur-DwELLER

35TH AFTER PENTECOST; OUR VENERABLE FATHERS PAUL OF THEBES AND JOHN THE

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners

BEING CLOSE TO GOD BY GOING TO CHURCH:
WHY DO WE STRESS CHURCH ATTENDANCE?

Adapted from Hieromonk John (Anderson)

The Church is literally the Body of Christ.
This means that corporately, not individually,
we are Christ Himself still incarnate in the
world doing His work. If a person desires
with their whole heart one can unite

to Christ and become a member of

His Body. Ideally, this is motivated

by a simple desire to know God and

to be where He is. Out of this love

for God comes the desire to follow

his commands and to worship

Him. However, this happens in a

context which is not our own.

Catholicism and  Orthodoxy

maintain the ancient Jewish

belief that God is manifest in the

temple. We believe that the same

glorious presence of God, the Shekinah Glory,
that dwelt on the Ark of the Covenant now
resides on each altar in every Catholic and
Orthodox Temple. “God is with us, understand

all ye nations.” Isaiah 8:10, as the hymn from

Great Compline says. If we truly understood

what this means -- that the God “who

is a consuming fire” is literally present

in the Church -- we would strive to
worship before Him frequently.

Church attendance is not merely about

obligation, guilt, language or nostalgia.

It is about being where the beloved is

and worshipping Him simply because

we love Him. It is about being the Body

of Christ in oneness. By going to Church

we learn to lay aside ego, we learn to

love, we learn to live, and we learn how

to be truly human. Christ Himself told

us to make God the absolute center of our

lives and to make all else secondary. Eternal

life begins at the altar where we remain in

His Presence without distractions, “For where

your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Matt 6:21.



Heninga micis borosiBiieHHA

Y crhoropHilHbOMYy €BaHresii, roBopsux
«mokaprtecs» (Mt. 4, 17), Icyc 3BepraeThcs
no Hac. Komu mu B Hboro oxpectusucs, To
opsirHyJMcs B Hboro, «30/1iiTHYMCST Y CBITIIO»
(muB. T'an. 3, 27), K MU cHiBaJM ChOTOJHI Ha
BoxecTsenniit miTyprii. SIK e He 3aMucauTUCA
LMPO MPO Te, IO B Hac nepebysae Icyc i Voro
cBiTino, pazoMm 3 Otuem, ‘kuil € jpKepesiom
cBitia Ta Moro JIyxoM iCTHHH, IO CBITUTE ISt
Hac. Came 3aBjisiku Boxiii mpucyTHOCTI B HaC MU
CTAEMO HOBOIO JIFO[IMHOIO, BIIHAXO[MMO TY BIYHY
CYTHICTb, 3aKJIajIeHy B Hac Bijjnovatky. To x Icyc
3anuTye Hac: «JoMy K BU MPOAOBXKYETE >KUTH
HA30BHi, Y CyTiHKaX, B HEPILIY4OCTi, y BaraHHi, y
noBepxoBoMy Oe3pajiicnomy >kutTi? [TokaiiTecs,
BU3HAITE, 1110 HE MAETE pallil, HABEPHITHCS [».

Haiinepiue, 1o ciiij 3poouTh Jij1ist HABEPHEHHS,
— 1€ YyBIUTHU, TIMOOKO 3aHYPUTHCS 10 CBOIO
ceplsl Ta OXPECTUTUCS B CBITJII XPUCTOBOMY,
TOOTO B MpUCYTHOCTI Icyca BcepenuHi Hac. Mu
no0pe 3HAaeMO, ajie YOMYyCh 3a0yBaeMO, KOJIM
ipeTbes mpo Hwboro, 1110 Koam XToch nepedyBae
B cyTiHKax BiH HEMOB BIJICYTHil, TOAI SIK Ha
CBITJII MIPUCYTHICTb J0Ope BUHO. AJie CBITJIO
— Li¢ THUIIA, | TOMY HaM CTpAIIHO YBIXOAUTH B
cebe. Hame «g» Take mymHe i po30Oypxase,
0 MoBuYaTu iomy HectepnHo. [TocTaHoBiMO
Hainepie yBITH 10 CBOIO CEpLsl, 3aHypMOCSI
y CBITIIy NPUCYTHICTb XpHUCTa B HbOMY. Mu
CTaEMO TMPUCYTHIMU BOJIHOYAC Mepeji HuM 1
nepej caMuMm cooolo0.

. Y mourykax M10ro CBiTIIa Mi 3MOXKEMO CITyXaTH
Horo. Lle 3ByunTsh MapajoKCaibHO, ajle [7Ist TOTO,
11100 HABEPHYTUCS 10 CBITIIa XPUCTOBOIO, Tpeba
cnouatky cayxatu HMoro, ciyxatu Moro cnoso.
Komu xToch kimue Hac, MU 3BEPTAEMO JI0 HHOTO
ceiit morusa. Icyc, Cnoso Otug, € CBITIIOM, K
roBoputh HaM npo 1e Moan Borocinos y nposiosi
(mB. Ho. 1,4;9). BiH € cBiTI0M, 60 BiH — cioBO
Otyg. Ham Tpeba mopuBUTHCS HA TOrO, XTO
TOBOPUTH JIO HAC, 3BEPHYTU OYi HAILOIO CEpLs
no Moro obmuuus, apke Bin nepeOyBae B Hac.
MycuMo pO3IUTIOIIMTU  04l, 00, CIyXarouw,
MU TOYMHAEMO YBaXHO juBUTHUCA. CiyXaHHs
CEpLEM HAMOBHUTL HAC CBITJIOM, y THILI BCE

MOBEPHETHCS /IO CIPaBXXHLOrO, Habepe CBOro
ceHcy. Came uepe3 Takuil TOIJIsH, Yepe3 Take
ciyxanHg Cesaruit [yx 31ioB 1 nepeOyBae Ha
Icyci B Moro xpelieHHi, i Tak caMoO CXOfIUTh Ha
HAC y HallloMy XpellieHHi. Bin nepebyBae B Hac
Oe3rnepecTaHHO, abu TPOBAUTH HAC, POOUTH
Hac yBaxkHuMu fo Icyca, mo OmkHix. Take
HABEPHEHHS! MU MOXKEMO MEpPEeKMBATU y Oy/b-
SIKUI MOMEHT JHSI.

o yJoro Hac ue npoBaauTh? Icyc ckazaB 10
HacC y CbOrojiHilHboMy €Banrennii: «IlokaiTecs,
60 Heb6ecne LapctBo 6imsbko» (Mr. 4, 17).
JAx posymitn «Hebecue LlapctBo»? MpeTncs
Npo IJIKOM HOBE CTaBJIEHHSI [0 WHILIUX, MPO
JIOJISIHICTh, HanmoBHEHY Bo0OXK0l NpUCYTHICTIO.
A Oyrtu Hanpasny nopsj 3 Hum mu moxkemo
caMe yepe3 HaBEepHEeHHs ceplis 10 CBiTaa. Mix
HaMM 1 MHIIUMU 3aBXKU € TIHb HAIIOTO «si»!
Cstuil [Iyx Moxe BUNPOCTATH, MPOCBITUTHU
Hallly OLIHKY WHIOMX JIIofied, apke Haill
CY/PKEHHSI Takl 3aIulyTaHl, BOHM WAYTb YCIIiJ
3a HAlIMMU €MOLIsSIMU, IHTepecaMu, NoTpedoro
CaMO3axUCTy 4YM W€ 3a 4YMMOCh. A TpoTe
Y XpCILUCHHI ~OTPUMYEMO  MPO30OP/IMBICTB!
Mycumo HaBuuTHCS Biji [lyXa icTMHM L[iHYBaTH,
OLIIHIOBATU MAJICHbKI LIOJICHHI MOJi1, a He JIUIIe
MOJIiT 3HAYHI, B IKMX MU 1 TaK HIYOTO HE 3MIHUMO.
Tpeba npocutu y Cesitoro Jlyxa «1yXOBHOTrO
Bi/IHOBJICHHSI HAIIIOTO yMa », SIK MUILIE aroCTOJI
[TaBno y ceoemy nocnansi (muB. Ed. 4, 23).

Komt mu nepeCyBaemo mepej MHIIMMHA Y
CBITJI, HALlle CePLE BIIKPUBAETHCSI, | MH MOXKEMO
XOIUTH B CBIiTIi, SIK Kaxe Voan Borocios, a
«KOIM XOUMO Y CBiTJI, sIK Bin cam — y cBiTi,
MH Ma€EMO CHiBHICTH OAWH 3 OfHMM» (1 o.
1, 7). e i € UapctBo boxe. €qnannst bora y
[Tpecpariit Tpoiii ctae HammM eHaHHSM. |
tomy llapctBo Boxke 30BciM 6mm3bko. BoHo
napoBaHe Ham. Hexaii cBiTJ0, sike nepeOyBa€ B
HAC, CTPYMEHUTD 13 INIMOMHU HAlMX CEPACUb.
Taxk, Bor € cBiTno, 60 Bin — mo6os (mus. 1 Mo
4, 16). To x naBepHiMocs 0 Moro cBiTna, i
Horo n1060B Oyjie HALLIUM XXUTTSIM.

Kan KopOoH, Lle na3usaembcs c6imankom,
JIbBiB, CBiuamo 2007



THE STANDARD OF

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
By Fr. Thomas Hopko

The norm for non-monastic Christians is to
be moderate in our possessions, to have only
what is absolutely necessary, to give away
more than we need in concrete acts of mercy,
and thereby to be godly and spiritually free.
The question, of course, is about what and how
much are truly necessary. What do we really
need? How much is enough? Each of us will
have to decide for ourselves and our families,
as well as our churches and nations. We can
do this only by the Holy Spirit’s power, with
the guidance of Scripture, participation in
the Church’s liturgical and sacramental life,
the reading of the lives of the saints, and the
counsel of wise and loving pastors and elders
in the faith.

House Blessings
It is our custom to have our homes blessed
with the holy water sanctified on Theophany
(the feast which commemorates the Baptism
of the Lord in the Jordan River). If you would
like your home blessed please let Fr. James
know. If you have any questions about house
blessings, what is involved, why we bless
our homes, etc., please speak with Fr. James.

Last Sunday’s Bulletin
If you haven’t yet picked up last Sunday’s
bulletin, it is available in the church hall,
or on our website, stjohnthebaptizer.org.

What if Church was your
JVew Vear's Desolution?

We are Called to Bear Fruit
At the Last Supper, as we read in Chapter
15 of the Gospel of John, Jesus instructed
His disciples, “I Am the Vine; you are the
branches.” He was telling us that the purpose
of our abiding in Him is that we may bear fruit
for God in the world. “By this My Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit...” (John
15:8). Just as the vine bears fruit only through
its branches, so Jesus has chosen to work in
the world through us. We are the members of
His body — the branches through which the
Vine must bear fruit. We bear fruit when we
serve and support God and His Church.

What is Christian Stewardship?

Christian Stewardship is...

* Jlearning how to be a responsible and
concerned caretaker of Christ’s Church; it
is learning how to enjoy Church life and be
happy in Church work., for in Her dwells
the fullness of the Spirit of God.

e our active commitment to use all our
time, talent and treasure for the benefit of
humankind in grateful acknowledgment of
Christ’s redeeming love.

e caring for the needs of others.

offering one’s self to God as He offered
Himself to us.

e what a person does after saying I
believe...”, as proof of that belief.

e devotion and service to God and His Church
as persons, as families, as eparchy, as Church
within a nation, and as Church universal.



Have you filled out your pledge card?

I give an offering on a regular basis. Why
is it important that I pledge?

Answer: All offerings are appreciated; however,
pledges are important to permit our parish to
budget each year. We are planning a balanced
budget, and we will use pledges for estimating
revenue.

Does our parish receive financial support
from the Eparchy?

Answer: No. The Eparchy provides certain
non-financial resources but no financial
support. Our parish is assessed a yearly sum
(Cathedraticum) to support the operation of
the Eparchy.

How much should I pledge? Is there
a specific required or recommended
percentage of income?

Answer: We ask members and other
supporters to be generous with their pledges,
taking into account the value of our parish
and the importance of its mission. There is
no required percentage of income; however,
for this coming year, we are asking you to
consider a goal of eventually pledging 5-10%
of income.

If I want to pledge, how do I do it?

Answer: You can place your pledge card in
the offering basket, or mail in your pledge
card.

Can others see my pledge amounts, or is it
confidential?

Answer: The amount of your pledge is
confidential and is viewed only by the pastor
and the financial committee. As part of
their follow up efforts, the members of the
Stewardship Committee will know who has
pledged or not (but not the amount)

Is my pledge an enforceable contract?
What if I am uncertain about the future
and am reluctant to pledge?

Answer: Your pledge is not an enforceable
contract. Although we ask that all pledges be
a reflection of a real intent to give, if you have
a change in circumstance, you can change
your pledge at any time during the year by
submitting a revised pledge card.

Does the amount of my pledge or offering
affect my standing in the parish?

Answer: No. Neither membership nor
opportunities to serve are conditioned upon
your pledging a certain amount or at all.

When the offering basket is passed around,
I notice that some don’t put anything in.
Why?

Answer: There are many ways to pledge and
give. Some of our parishioners are pledging
and donating electronically, so there is no
need to place a check or money in the offering
basket. Others may give an offering only

periodically.
g e W T T S o Y

How you
can tell when
you’ve really

celebrated
Theophany!



TRAVELING ICON OF
Our LApY OF POCHAIV

Why is it called the Traveling Icon?

Each week beginning next Sunday
immediately following the Divine
Liturgy, the Traveling lIcon of Our
Lady of Pochaiv will be formally
passed from one family to the
next. The recipient

family will display the

Icon throughout the

week in their home

and pray with it, as a

family, once a day—

total time about 15

minutes per day. The

suggested prayers

will  be provided,

along with scripture

readings for each

day.

Why are we doing this?

The purpose of the Traveling Icon
is to recognize and encourage
family unity. It is one element of

a vibrant parish, and dovetails
with the desire of our Bishops to
encourage more time spent in
prayer. The lcon will help bring
the family together at least once
each day in prayer, thus allowing
the Holy Spirit to be present

daily amongst us. The goal is to
encourage and enrich the daily
prayer life of each parishioner and
their family.

What if I'm single and/or live alone?

By all means, sign
up for the Traveling
Icon. Venerating the
lcon is appropriate
forindividuals as well
as families. Also, Fr.
James will deliver
the Traveling Icon to
those parishioners
who are homebound
or otherwise unable
to attend Liturgy.

How do | participate?

There will be a signup sheet in the
back of the Church. Please sign up
for a week to ensure there are no
blanks. Volunteer for one or more
weeks today!



O Lord Jesus Christ, open the eyes of
my heart, that I may hear Your word and
understand and do Your will, for I am a
sojourner upon the earth. Hide not Your
commandments from me, but open mine
eyes, that I may perceive the wonders of
Your law. Speak unto me the hidden and
secret things of Your wisdom. On You do
I set my hope, O my God, that You shalt
enlighten my mind and understanding
with the light of Your knowledge, not only
to cherish those things which are written,
but to do them; that in reading the lives
and sayings of the saints I may not sin, but
that such may serve for my restoration,
enlightenment and sanctification, for the
salvation of my soul, and the inheritance
of life everlasting. For You are the
enlightenment of those who lie in darkness,
and from You comes every good deed and

every gift. Amen.

A PRAYER BEFORE READING OR
LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD
By St. John Chrysostom

Mary Kitt

PArisH COMMITTEES
FiNANCE COMMITTEE:
Myra Heltsley
Stephen Hojsan
Maria Hughes

PASTORAL CO[:NCILZ
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman
Luke Miller

STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING)
COMMITTEE:
Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

SocIAL COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak

Michael Miller
Olga Miller
Lu%) omyra Yoldas

WHAT 1S A FIRST-PORTION GIVER?

A First-Portion Giver is a believer who offers a first-portion of his time, talent, and
financial resources out of grateful recognition of the fact that all he has, he holds in trust from God.

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his time.

“Let us spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.
Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the
habit of doing. But let us
encourage one another...”

Hebrews 10:24-25

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his falent.

“There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit. There are
different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different
kinds of working, but the same
God works all of them in all men.”

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his treasure.

“Concerning the collection
for the saints..., on the first
day of the week, each one of
you should set aside a sum of
money in proportion to the
income God has given you...”

1 Corinthians 16:2




Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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