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357H SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — TONE 2
OUR VENERABLE FATHERS PAUL oF THEBES AND JOHN THE HUT-DWELLER

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 16 — JANUARY 22

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21

PrEASE NoTE: NO VESPERS THIS EVENING

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
ANASTASIUS THE PERSIAN

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy

— 3671H AFTER PENTECOST; THE HoLYy APOSTLE TiMoTHY; THE VENERABLE MARTYR

For All Parishioners

House Blessings

It is our custom to have our homes blessed
with the holy water sanctified on Theophany
(the feast which commemorates the Baptism
of the Lord in the Jordan River). If you would
like your home blessed please let Fr. James
know. If you have any questions about house
blessings, what is involved, why we bless our
homes, etc., please speak with Fr. James.

"Some, without fulfilling the
commandments, think that they
possess true faith. Others fulfill
the commandments and then
expect the kingdom as a reward
due to them. Both are mistaken.”

— St. Mark the Ascetic

THE AGE OF CASUAL CATHOLICISM IS
OVER, THE AGE OF HEROIC CATHOLICISM
HAS BEGUN. WE CAN NO LONGER BE
CATHOLICS BY ACCIDENT BUT INSTEAD
WE MUST BE CATHOLICS BY CONVICTION.

FR. TERRENCE HENRY, TOR,
FRANCISCAN UNIVERSITY OF STEUBENVILLE

Last Sunday’s Bulletin
If you haven’t yet picked up last Sunday’s
bulletin, it is available in the church hall, or
on our website, stjohnthebaptizer.org.

What if Church was your
JVew Year's Desolution?

ABEPL B AYLLY, SK L ABEPL Y

by AUHOK, TPE6A TPUMATU
3AKPUTUMU. Y BLAKPUTL ABEPL
AME XONOAHUL BLTEP, 3AHOCUTD
BLAKUN 6PYA L AL3YTb AtOAU

3 HEAOEPUMU HAMLPAMU. A
TOU, XTO ALACHOD X0Ye YBLATU -
BBLYAUBO MNOCTYKAE.

The door to the soul as the doors tn
your house should be kept closed. if
the door is Left open, the cold wind
blows tn, all the dirt ts allowed

bn and in climb people with evil
tntentions. The one who really
wants to enter - politely knocks.




BArATHI IOHAK

CbOrofHilllHsl ~ €BaHreJIbCbka  PO3MOBiflb
CTOCYETBCSI HAC YCIX, LIOAHS, OCOOJMBO B Ti
MOMEHTHU, KOJIM MU CXOJUMO JI0 CBOTO Cepli,
abu Biggatu cede oooBi OTuUM, €IHAIOYNCEH 3
Icycom i npucmyxatotnce go Csiroro [lyxa. Icyc
NPOMNOHYE HaM, sIK 1 TOMY 3HaTHOMY YOJIOBIKOBI,
COpPaBXHE IIACTS — T€, 3 YOro MOYMHAETHCS
€BaHreJsiie 1 B YOMy MICTUTBCSl BCS OrO CyThb
— T00TO Tepie O1axkeHCTBO: «biaskenHi BOOri
yXOM», a00 MOKHa CKa3aTu «Ti, sIKi MarOThb
nyiiy, Boory B JIyci», «60 iX €» — «e» Tenep! —
«UapctBo Hebecne» (M. 5, 3).

3acTaHOBIMOCS Haineplle HajJ NUTAHHIM
3HATHOI'O 4YOJIOBIKA, 1 IMOCTaBMO HMOr0 TaKOXK
Bil BiacHoro imeHu: «Illlo meni poburtu, 100
ycnajgkyBatu >KATTd BiuHe?» (JIk. 18, 18)
Yoro BiH He 3HAB i 1[0 MU Majii O BIIKpUTHU B
CBOEMY 3KUTTI, — 1€ T€, O ICHYE OJMH-EIUHUN
cnagkoemenb — Icyc, Cun Bora, Akuit equnnii €
no6puM. Bin — cnaikoeMelb KUTTS, IKepesioMm
skoro € Otenp, a CBaruit [lyx — ckapOom.
[Ilo6 mocBimunTu compuyacTsi Jt0O0BU, TOOTO
apctBa Boxoro, mycumo Biputu, mo Orenpb
YCUHOBUB Hac y cBoemy eiuHoMy CuHi, a OTKe,
MU — «crhiBcnagkoeMii Xpucrta» (Pum. 8, 17).
Tomy Xpucroc kaxe: «I B3HaeTe TOro fHs, O
s B MoeMmy OTIii, 1 1110 BU B MEHI, a 51 B Bac» (Ho.
14, 20).

To >k, momiGHO MO TOro 4oJIOBiKa, aje 3
O1IBIIIOI0 HAMOJETMMBICTIO, 3anuTaiMo: «1lo s
MOXY pooutu?» Icyc BiinoBiae, npuragyouu
OCHOBHI 3aroBifii, 00 CrpaB/ii 3aKOH HEOOXi/THUIA,
ajie BiH € JIMIlIe BUXOBATEJIeM, SIKUA MPOBAJIUTh
Hac o Xpucrta (quB. ['an. 3, 23 — 25). Bin He
la€ XKUTTsA. A Opakye HaM caMe IIbOrO >KUTTSL:
HE 4Oorock, a Korochb — Icyca.

e Bin — BopoTa, By3bki BopoTa, e Bin —
nopora i Bin — CHajIKOEMELLp. TOMy Bin popae:
«[Ipopmait yce, mo maemi, i p0311a1/1 61HHI/IM i
6y11eu1 MaTu ckap0O Ha HeOi; TOl NMpuiM 1 Wu
ciipoM 3a MHOIO» (JIk. 18, 18-22). Came BiHn,
ymo6nennit Cun boxkuii, nepiumii 3pikcst yeboro,
mo6 Biiatu cebe Ham. BiH cnpasni yooruii
HACTIJIbKY, HACKIJIBKY HIXTO He 3MOKe OyTu. Bin
Bijiae ce6e HaM, aOM CTATH HAIIIM YKUTTSIM.

Y HbOMY MU MOXKEMO 30arHyTH, o yooricTb
HE MOJISirae B TOMY, abM HIYOro He MaTH, a B
ToMy, 1100 flaBatu, finmutucs. [o6pe Biomo,
IO HAMoXOoYillle AUISTbLCS HAWOIAHIII JIFOIM.
YO6oricth — 1e NeBHAa cTala puca cepud,
YECHOTA, sIKa HaOWpae CEHCy uepe3 JIF0OOB [0
omkHiX. TyT ifeThCsl B3Ke He TPO 3aKOH, a PO
nmo60B. Tomy Icyc kaxke: «I[Ipuiinu i iinu ciiom
3a mHoto» (JIk. 18, 22). Mu HaBuMMOCS Horo
yborocTu ceps, 1 BOHA yBIiiie B HAC.

Yomy 3HATHMIl  YOJNOBIK  «3aCMYTHBCS
Bespmm» (JIk. 18, 23)? Bo 3posymiB 3akimk
Icyca sik 11ie ofuH 3aKOH, TOfIi SIK iI€ThCSl PO
mo60B. JIt0OOB HIYOro HE KOWITYE, yOOriCTb
TakoX. Ajne BiH «qyxe Oaratuit» (JIk. 18,
23), BIH IOKJANa€ThCd Ha CBOI 37i0HOCTI,
BIIMOBJIIETLCST  BU3HATU  cebe  CJIaOKuM,
no30yTtucs 6e3neku. Toi camuii CMyTOK OaraToi
JIFOIMHU OXOIUTIOE HAC Y HAIIIMX PO3YapyBaHHSIX ,
TpUBOrax, 3pajax, 60 «HEMOXKJIMBO B JIHOJICH»
(JIk. 18, 27) npoiitu yepe3 By3bKi jBepi. Ane
cepue BOOroi JtovHu He cymye. BoHa 1acnusa,
110 HE MOYKE BJIACHUMU CUJIaMU JIFOOUTHU TaK, SIK
Icyc 3amosigae. Icyc kaxe, mo «6e3 Hporo x
MU HIYOTO YMHHUTHU HE MOKEMO» (JIUB. Ho. 15,
5), ane «Mu MOKEeMO BCE B TOMY, XTO YKPITUTIOE
Hac» (muB. dan. 4, 13). Jlume Caaruin [lyx
MOXK€E YMHATHY HEMOXKJIMBE B HAC.

[Tpocimo Horo, Otus y6orux, nya M000BU
1 MAJIOCEDIst, JOMIOMOITH HaM MPUIHSITH CBOXO
HEeMiY, 1 BIAKPUTHUCS TaKUM YUHOM JIJis HaJii.
Bce moxknuBo, siKio cepiie BOOre HaCTINIbKH,
IO 3JaTHe «O0e3 Hafil cromiBaTucs» (IuB.
Pum. 4, 18). B €Banrenii «6yTn BOOrum» (1B.
Mr. 5, 3; 11, 5; 26, 11) i «6yTn Mmaymm» (UB.
Mr. 10, 42; 18, 6; 18, 10; 18, 14) — ue oxne i
Te X MoHATTs. be3nocepennbo nepen Tum, sik
6araTuii 4OJIOBIK MOCTAaBMB 3amuTaHHs, Icyc
cka3aB: «Xto LapcrBa boxoro He npuiiMe K
OUTHHA, TOW He BBikje 10 Hporo» (JIk. 18, 17).

Kan Kop6oH, Lle nHasusaemuvcs c6imankom,
JIbBiB, CBiuago 2007



WHAT YOUR PASTOR WON’T TELL YOU ABOUT PARISH GIVING
Our parishes are getting by on too little from too few, but it wouldn’t take much to change that
Joanne McPortland — January 9, 2017

It’s that time of year. Your new set of
Sunday offering envelopes arrives in the mail,
or you pick up the box after Mass. Maybe
you’re still hearing echoes of last fall’s pleas
for a renewed commitment to weekly parish
giving. Or your parish is beginning the pledge
process for the annual diocesan collection.
Registration opens for next fall’s Catholic
school classes.

You might catch yourself grumbling,
“Money! Money! Money! That’s all Father
ever talks about!”

Here’s a secret: Father dreads this even
more than you do. And another secret:
Whether it’s once or twice a year (which is
standard) or more frequently (when driven by
dire necessity), chances are that if Father has
to mention money at all, he’s not talking about
it nearly often enough.

Think about that first part. Your pastor is
living out his priestly vocation to preach the
Gospel, minister the sacraments, and bring
people to Christ. Unless his was a late-in-
life calling from the business world, it’s
unlikely that he was ever trained in the branch
management of a good-sized non-profit
corporation, which is the equivalent of the
pastor’s secular responsibilities. Your average
diocesan priest hates talking about money
even more than you hate hearing about it.

Fortunately, your pastor probably has more
support to draw on now than pastors had in
your parents’ or grandparents’ day. Diocesan
stewardship offices provide guidance and
resources, and many parishes have finance
committees or parish councils with members who
have business and finance backgrounds. Pastors
have more help making wise financial decisions.

But here’s something that hasn’t changed
in generations — and it’s the reason Father

can’t talk about money enough. The average
share of our income that we U.S. Catholics
give to our Church (including not just weekly
parish giving, but special collections and
other Church-related charities) is a mere 1%
— the same as it’s been as long as anyone’s
been counting.

That’s the lowest percentage of giving
of any major religious denomination in the
United States.

The truth is that fewer than 1 in 3
Americans who identify themselves as
Catholic attend Mass on a “regular” basis
(defined as at least once a month). And of
those regular attendees, only 30% give to the
support of their parish. Of those, many are
likely to toss the same 2 or 3 crumpled dollar
bills into the collection basket as their parents
did before them.

And this in a time when just keeping the
lights on, the boiler heated up, the organ in
tune, and the parking lot free of potholes costs
more than ever.

Nobody wants to talk about the basic
operating costs of a parish, but if they aren’t
met there is no place for the community to
worship, no support for the many ministries
and outreach efforts that make a parish so
much more than a building.

Father hates having to nickel-and-dime
the congregation from the pulpit. But when
so few of us have any real notion of or
commitment to real parish stewardship, he
often has no choice. That term, stewardship,
has become more familiar in recent years,
as Catholics are called to a more integrated,
conscious discipleship. In parishes where real
attitudes and practices of stewardship have
taken hold, there’s a relatively seamless and
widely shared commitment of time, talent,



and treasure. It shows up in higher attendance
levels, successful evangelization, and well-
funded parish ministries. It also shows up in
Father not having to talk about money all the
time.

Too often, though, pastors get such
blowback from parishioners about pushing
the “treasure” element of stewardship that
parishes settle for commitments of time and
talent by the same small group of people
who always volunteered them anyway. And
because time and talent do not substitute for
treasure, poor Father is back to nickel-and-
diming. It makes parish giving, which should
be a grateful response to God’s gifts and a
regular part of Catholic discipleship, feel like
being hounded to pay an overdue cable bill.
That’s not pleasant for anyone!

So the hard truth is that our parishes are
getting by on too little from too few. (That’s
especially a problem, paradoxically enough,
in our largest parishes, maybe because
everybody figures everyone else must be
giving.) The good news is that it wouldn’t
take much from each of us to change that.
Here are some things to consider as the new
year begins.

Give consciously. Write your parish into
your family budget. Whether it’s on a yearly,
monthly, or weekly basis, make your parish
offering a line item. Planning ahead will keep
you from resorting to digging in your pockets
for spare change as the collection basket
comes by. Using weekly offering envelopes
or participating in an online giving program,
if your parish offers one, are two good ways
to make your giving conscious.

Give off the top. When determining how
much to give our parish, many of us look to
what’s left over after other obligations have
been met. We give out of scarcity and fear,
rather than gratitude. Try (at least for a few
weeks or months) putting your relationship
with God and his people first. Whatever we
have we owe to God’s generosity.

Give more than you think you can.
People sometimes ask about whether there’s
a biblical standard. The tithe, or one-tenth of
one’s wealth or income, is often mentioned in
the Bible, and many Christians today aim for
a 10% level of annual giving divided among
church and charities. (Parish giving, though
tax-deductible, is not charity for Catholics.
It’s a precept, a joyful obligation.) But Jesus
told his rich follower to sell all that he had
and give it to the poor — 100%! He praised the
poor widow who gave her last two coins to the
Temple. In your prayerful consideration, strike
a balance between 1% and 100% — pledge to
give what you really can and maybe a little
more, and to give it gladly and regularly. Don’t
compare yourself to others; your giving is a
covenant between you and your family and
God, and God is never outdone in generosity.

Give yourself. Consider ways to be more
involved in the life of your parish this year. See
your gifts at work in the various ministries.
Explore new ways to use your time and talents
in the service of others, not as a substitute for
financial support, but as a way of living what
that support symbolizes.

It would take very little, in practice, to move
that 1% of annual income level of giving to 2%.
For most people, that’s the weekly equivalent
of a couple of large lattes or a gallon or two
of gas. What could your parish do with twice
as much financial support every week? And it
wouldn’t take much to make it 2 out of 3, or
even 3 out of 3, who give regularly.

You can make that difference, starting now.
And then maybe you and Father can both stop
dreading this time of year.

[Editor’s Note: Parishes that wish to reprint
this particular piece for their bulletin are free
to do so, but are asked to include attribution
to the author and to Aleteia.org |



TRAVELING ICON OF
Our LApY OF POCHAIV

Why is it called the Traveling Icon?

Each week beginning next Sunday
immediately following the Divine
Liturgy, the Traveling lIcon of Our
Lady of Pochaiv will be formally
passed from one family to the
next. The recipient

family will display the

Icon throughout the

week in their home

and pray with it, as a

family, once a day—

total time about 15

minutes per day. The

suggested prayers

will  be provided,

along with scripture

readings for each

day.

Why are we doing this?

The purpose of the Traveling Icon
is to recognize and encourage
family unity. It is one element of

a vibrant parish, and dovetails
with the desire of our Bishops to
encourage more time spent in
prayer. The lcon will help bring
the family together at least once
each day in prayer, thus allowing
the Holy Spirit to be present

daily amongst us. The goal is to
encourage and enrich the daily
prayer life of each parishioner and
their family.

What if I'm single and/or live alone?

By all means, sign
up for the Traveling
Icon. Venerating the
lcon is appropriate
forindividuals as well
as families. Also, Fr.
James will deliver
the Traveling Icon to
those parishioners
who are homebound
or otherwise unable
to attend Liturgy.

How do | participate?

There will be a signup sheet in the
back of the Church. Please sign up
for a week to ensure there are no
blanks. Volunteer for one or more
weeks today!



Offerings to the Church:

e Your offerings: 1) help the Church
fulfill her work; 2) help you grow in
Christ. Offerings are a matter of faith
not just finances.

« The Lord says: “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
also” (Matthew 6:21,) teaching us:
1) that what we spend our money one
indicates what is important to us, and
2) offering our money to the Lord
and the poor can help us change our
hearts.

PArisH COMMITTEES
FiNANCE COMMITTEE:
Myra Heltsley
Stephen Hojsan
Maria Hughes

PASTORAL CO[:NCILZ
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman
Luke Miller

STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING)
COMMITTEE:
Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

SociAL, COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Mary Kitt
Michael Miller
Olga Miller
Lu%) omyra Yoldas

A First Portion Giver offers a

WHAT 1S A FIRST-PORTION GIVER?
A First-Portion Giver is a believer who offers a first-portion of his time, talent, and
financial resources out of grateful recognition of the fact that all he has, he holds in trust from God.

first portion of his time.

“Let us spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.
Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the
habit of doing. But let us
encourage one another...”

Hebrews 10:24-25

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his falent.

“There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit. There are
different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different
kinds of working, but the same
God works all of them in all men.”

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his treasure.

“Concerning the collection
for the saints..., on the first
day of the week, each one of
you should set aside a sum of
money in proportion to the
income God has given you...”

1 Corinthians 16:2




Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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