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’ February 12,2017

THE SUNDAY OF THE PropiGgaL SoN — TONE 6
Our HoLy FATHER MELETIUS, ARCHBISHOP OF ANTIOCH

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBUARY 13 — FEBRUARY 19

FriDAY, FEBRUARY 17 —

THE HoLy GREAT MARTYR THEODORE THE RECRUIT

1ST ALL-SOULS SATURDAY; OUR HoLy FATHER LEO, POPE OF ROME

SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGEMENT,; THE HoLY APOSTLE ARCHIPPUS

10:00 PM — PRAYER SERVICE FOR UKRAINE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18—
9:30 AM — DI1vINE LITURGY AND PANAKHYDA
6:00 PM —  GREAT VESPERS
SunDpAY, FEBRUARY 19 —
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

BorsHcH CoOK-OFF FUNDRAISER
Sunpay FEBRUARY 19 AT 12:00 NOON

Join in the fun of a Borshch Cook-off to raise
money for the Ukrainian Orthodox church
which was damaged by flooding during the
recent rains. Cost is $25.00 before February 15,
$35.00 after. Children 12 and under: Free.

RSVP: social@stjohnthebaptizer.org or by
speaking to Olena Bankston. Please do not rely
on Facebook to RSVP.

Unable to attend? Please consider donating
to St. Mary Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox
Church.

Forgiveness Sunday

In two weeks, on Sunday, February 26th there
will be a “Cheesy Potluck™ following the Divine
Liturgy. This is the last opportunity to enjoy
dairy products before the Great Fast begins.
Please bring a meatless dish to share with others.
(Please note: there are people in our community
with severe and life threatening allergies so
please no nuts or mushrooms.) Immediately
following the potluck we will celebrate
Forgiveness Vespers in the church to open the
Great Fast. This is a beautiful opportunity to
begin the fast with mutual forgiveness.

The Lord greatly loves the repenting sinner and mercifully presses him to His bosom: “Where were
you, My child? I was waiting a long time for you.” The Lord calles all to Himself with the voice of
the Gospel, and his voice is heard in all the world: “Come to me, my sheep. [ created you, and I love
you. My love for you brought Me to earth, and I suffered all things for the sake of your salvation,
and T want you all to know my love, and to say, like the apostles on Tabor: Lord, it is good for us to
be with You.”

(St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, IX.27)

Whoever hates his sins will stop sinning; and whoever confesses them will receive remission. A
man can not abandon the habit of sin if he does not first gain enmity toward sin, nor can he receive
remission of sin without confession of sin. For the confession of sin is the cause of true humility.

(St. Isaac the Syrian, Homilies, 71)




Sunday of the Prodigal Son;

Who does not know this parable from
the Gospels? Even non-Christians use the
expression “prodigal son.” But how often do
we really understand it?

By our sins, buteven more by our forgetfulness,
we distance ourselves from God and His
Kingdom, we go off alone to “a far country.”
We waste the talents which God has given us.
And we become spiritually impoverished. We
begin to be in want. This is unavoidable. We
were created for God’s Kingdom, so we are
not capable of being truly happy and satisfied
anywhere else. But we are afraid to turn to God,
so we seek happiness and satisfaction from
transitory things which can never satisfy us.

Some years ago there was a film [The
Poseidon Adventure (1972)] about an elderly
couple in a dangerous, frightening situation.
The husband said to his wife: “maybe we
should pray!” The wife answered: ‘“you
haven’t been near a church in fifty years;
now you think you should ask God for help?”
Well, yes! Now is always the right time to ask
God for help! The very thought that “maybe
we should pray” is a sign that the Holy Spirit
is moving our hearts; we could not even think
of praying if God did not give us the impulse
to pray.

On the Sunday of the Prodigal Son and on
the following two Sundays, we have a special
part of our worship that never occurs at any
other time: the solemn chanting of Psalm 136:
“By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down
and wept, when we remembered Zion!”

This is the great gift we ask of God: that
we may remember Zion, His Heavenly
Kingdom. That we may not forget Jerusalem,

the heavenly city which is the goal of
our pilgrimage. Chanting this psalm, we
remember; we realize that in this world we are
all exiles, we are all “displaced” from our true
Home in the Heavenly Kingdom.

That gift of memory, of understanding of
our situation, enables us to resolve, as does
the Prodigal Son: “I will get up and go back to
my Father!” With this realization, we resolve
to make the effort of Great Lent fo travel this
spiritual road back to the Heavenly Kingdom.
It is not easy; it will take time and energy, and
sometimes we shall be tired and weary. But
we will not be alone; Jesus is with us, and so
are all the saints, and the Father is awaiting us
with loving, joyful welcome.

As Pope John Paul II teaches: “We must
show people the beauty of memory, the
power that comes to us from the Spirit and
makes us witnesses because we are children
of witnesses; we must make them taste the
wonderful things the Spirit has wrought in
history; we must show that it is precisely
Tradition which has preserved them...”
(Orientale Lumen, 8).

So prepare well for Lent. Plan to put aside
distractions to be able to take the time to pray
to read the Scriptures to fast, to go to church
(and to review the special services in advance).
Plan how to regulate your household during
Lent, especially to eliminate as much as
possible such intrusions as television.

Excerpt from Our Paschal Pilgrimage. A
Guide for the Great Fast for Ukrainian
Catholics by Bishop Basil Losten



ITPOIIOBIAB HA HEAIATO ITPO BAVAHOTO CHHA

SIkMM 4YMHOM MOXXHA ,lIepeBecTH  III0
IPUTYY, TaKy 6arary i Taky AUBHY, B IOHSTTS,
SKi BIAHOCSATBHCS 663HOC€p€AHbO AO Hac? 3apa3
s cripo6yIo 3poOUTH Iie e pas.

Sx YacTo CTaeTbcsd, MO MM PYHHYEMO
rAu6OKi, TOBHI 3HAYeHHS i 3MiCTY BiAHOIIEHHS
TOMY, II0 3BUKAEMO AO TOIO, IO AFOAMHA, SIKa
AIOOHMTD HacC, AA€E, AAE IIEAPO, AA€E ITOCTINHO,
HIKOAM He HarapylouH Ipo cefe: IPOCTO AQE;
i IK A€TKO IIOCTYIOBO 3a0yTU TOTO, XTO AQE,
IIaM sITalouu TiAbKH Aapu. Lle # cTasocs 3
6AYAHI/IM CHHOM, aAe ITe CTAaEThCSI TaK IMTOCTINHO
1 B HaIlIUX AFOACBKHX B3a€MOBIAHOCHHAX.

B3aeMOBiAHOCHHU BCTaHOBAIOIOTHCS TOMY,
IO SIKUMOCh AMBOM MH PaIlTOM 0aduMo
AOAMIHY Y BCiH 1I Kpaci, B IOBHOMY 3Ha4€HHI
IIbOTO CAOBA; 1 MOTIM II5I AFOAMHA CBOIM KUTTSIM
IIOKa3y€ BEAMY, IIEAPICTb AYII i )XEPTOBHICTb.
A 1OTiM IOCTYIOBO AIOAMHA AAS HAc BCe
6iAbITe BTpayae 3HAUEHHSI, 2 AAPH 1i — HABIIAKU
CTal0Th BCe OiAbIn 3Hauymumu. I He Mai0 Ha
yBa3i AapH MaTepiaAbHi; S MaIO Ha yBasi TeIAO,
1 Aacky, i po3yMiHHs, i 6arato iHIMX pedert.
AcxepeAro  3a0yBAa€TbCs, 3HEINHIOETHCS, i

»
»BOKAUBOIO 3aAMIIAETHCS AUILE BOAR, IO TE€YE
3 HbOI'O CTPYMOYKaMH.

T aximo Hapaai 36epiI'a€TbC5[ TaKe CTAaBA€HHS,
TO MM Bce OiApime i OiAbime BippuBaeMocs
BiA AIOAMHH; AIOAMHA ICHYE AAS Hac BCe
MeHIe i MeHIe. bAyAHUIT cUH cKka3aB CBOEMY
barpKoBi: ,Bipsalt Meni Te, mo 6Gyae MoiM,
KOAM T IIOMpell ; iHIIUMU CAOBaMU: ,AaBail
IIOTOAMMOCS, IO TH OiABIIIE AASIMEHE He ICHYEIL;
MeHi TOTpiOHe AHUIIe Te, IO TH MOXKEII AATH...”
I s1x OAYAHUI CHH, MU TOAI A€SIKHI 4acC )XUBEMO
3 OTpHUMaHHUX AApiB; Halle ceple e 3irpire
TEIAOM, sIKe OYAO HaM AQHe, Halll PO3yM BCe IIje
XHBe 0araTcTBOM KOAMIIHBOTIO CITIAKYBaHHS.
AAe TIOCTYTIOBO i Ile BUCHAXXYETbCS, TOMY IO
B)Xe He OTPHUMYE ITOXXHMBH Bip Akepeaa, i moTiM
IIEPEeTBOPIOETHCS B CIIOTAAM, 1 MH pobumocs
TOAOAHUMH.

Becp ToI1 9ac, mo M1 MOTAM KOPUCTYBAaTHCSA
OTPUMAaHMMH AdpaMy, MU OyAu OTOdYeHI
AFOABMH, SIKi XOTIAM MOXXHUBUTUCS Bip TOTO,
IO MU OTPUMAAU: MU OYAW, SIK 1 OAYAHUI CHH,
OTOYEHi AFOABMU, SIKi OOAIIIAOBAAM 1OTO, IIOKKU
BiH 6yB 6araTuM 6ararcTBOM CBOTo 6aTbka. Aae
KOAM HI9Oro Bip 6ararcTBa He 3aAMIIMAOCH,
BOHH Bipifmau. 1 3yOoxiHHS BBIfimAO B
MIOTO JKHUTTSA 3HOBY: BiH 3HEXTYBaB OAHHM
AIOACBKMM B3a€EMOBIAHOIIEHHAM, a TeIep caM
OyB 3HEXTYBaHHUI IHIIMMM; BiH 3aAMIIMBCS
OAMH... BiH HamaraBcs sIKOCh ITpoXapyyBaTHUCS,
aAse xapuyBaTucs OyAo HiuMM, 1 BiH XOAUB
TOAOAHUM.

I ocp 4acTO B HamOMy >XUTTi CTa€TbCA
TaK, IO, BIAIPBaBIIMCh  Bip  AXKepeAa
B3aEMOBIAHOCHH, CTaBIIY 3HEXTYBAaHHUM THMH,
XTO AyMaB, IO BOHHM 3MOXYTb Oe3KiHEYHO
IIUTU 3 CTPYMKIB, IIO TeYyThb 4Yepe3 Hac, MU
CTAEMO FOAOAHUMU. SKIIO 6 TIABKY B III0 MUTD
MU MOTAM YCBIAOMUTH, IO Te, IO MU 3a0yAU
1 BTpaTHAHM, - ILie SKICTb >)XMBHX BIAHOCHH 3
Borom i >xuBUX BIAHOCHH 3 AIOABMH, IO HaC
OTOYYIOTb!

Mu mHe MOXEMO BCe >KUTTS >KUTH Ha
MOAAPYHKAX; OKUTTA MOXKAUBE TIABKH Y
BipAHOCHHAX 3 borowm, i y BIAHOCHHAX 3 AFOABMHY,
HIOM B Oe3lepepBHOMY B3a€EMOOOMiHi, KOAU
MH CTIABKH X AQEMO, CKIABKH M OTPHMYEMO
ImeApicTb AIOACBKY 1 bBoxy. Aae xoam mm
TOAOAHI, KOAM Y BiAdai, KOAM MH, 3TOAOAHIBIIH,
IIOMUPAEMO, - YU 3aBXKAM MU 3TAAYEMO, IO MU
BipBepHYyAUCA Bip bora, Bip JKusoro bora? ITlo
MU BipkuHYAn SkuBuit Xai6 Hebecumit? Ilo
MU CTBOPHUAM 3 OTOYYIOUUMH AIOABMH XHOHI
BIAHOCHHM, PO3AQIOYH Te, IO He OyAO HAIINM,
1110 6YAO B3SITE B Ty MHTB, KOAU BOHO OYAO AaHe?

I TOAl, 3HAYHTH, HACTAB YaC HAM 3aAyMAaTHUCS
ranboKo ¥ yBOXHO HAA CAMHMU CO00M0, i
3pO3YMiTH, IO MU 3TPIlIMAM NPOTH OaTbKa,
nporu 0OpaTa, NPOTH OAWXKHBOIO, IPOTH
CeCTpHU — IMPOTH BCSKOI AFOAMHH HaBKOAO Hac.



I Toal, 3HayMTh, HacTaB 4Yac IOBEPTATHCS:
AOAOMY, TYAH, AO THX, XTO >XKMBMB HAC, AaBaB
meApo, IKAyBaBcs, i, B pemrTi-pemTt, Ao bora,
Askepeaa Bcix Oaar.

Axe Tak d9acTo, IparHy4Yu IOBEPHYTHCS,
MU 3yCTpiYaEMO He 0arbka OAYAHOIO CHHA:
MU 3yCTpidaEMO cTapmoro 6para, TOro, XTO
HIKOAM HE€ MaB CIIPaBXHIiX B3a€EMOBIAHOCHH
AX000BI, ApY>XOH Hi 3 Hamy, Hi 3 6arbkoM. Mu
3yCTPIYaEMO TOTO, XTO MOXKE ITOXBAAMTHCS,
IO BiH 3aBXAU OYB AOOPOCOBICHHM, YeCHO
yIpanoBaB” B AOMi 0arTbka, poOUB Bce, IO
IOTPIOHO — aAe 3 GAMAYKICTIO: BUKOHYBAB, SIK
BUKOHYIOTb O0OB'SI30K, SIKOTO He YHHKHeII,
ab0 X SIK yToAy: SIK pobOTy 3a maaty, poboTy
3apapu 3abesredeHOCTi, Ipano B OOMIH 3a
IIPHUHAAEXKHICTD AO ,AOMY , 32 3a0e3IedeHiCTb.

Ham morpibHO 3apymaTucs Hap LHM;
TOMYy IIO B HAIIOMY AOCBiAl AIOACBKHX
B3aEMOBIAHOCHH MH He 3aB>KAU TIABKH 6Ay,A,HI/II7I
CHH; MU TaK 4acTO € CTapIINM Oparoy, i Toro
XTO TPUXOAMTDH AO HAC i roBOpuTh: ,5 BigTIaB
BiA CIIAKyBaHHS 3 TOOOIO 31 CBO€I BHHH, s
OyB — um Oyaa — IIApPA3UTOM, SI XOUy TeIep
6yt apyrom!” — sycrpivaemo caoamu (abo
xectoM): ,ByB 4ac, s 6yB T06i Apyrom! Bys
Yac — MU XXHAM B CIIIAKYBaHHI, sike OyAO AAS
MeHe AOPOTOLIHHMM, - TH PO30uB, po3buAa
noro! Pamm Mol 3aroiamcs, ase s He X04y
6iabure po3kpuTucs! AAS MeHe TH — MUHYAE;
TH MEPTBUI, MEPTBA; AU AO IHIINX, I}06 BOHU
IIOBepHYAH Tebe A0 KHUTTS... SIK yacTo Mu €
cTpammM bpaTom?

I MM YMHHUMO He TaK sIK 0ATHKO, SIKHIL Hi B SIKY
XBUAMHY He IIepeCcTaBaB AIOOMTH 3a0AyAAOTO
CHHA, HaBiTb B MOMEHT, KOAH Ijell 3a0AyAAUIT
BIApIKCS Bip HBOTO, 3HEXTYBaB HMM, 4YeKaB,
»KOAH X TH IIOMpeII , 106 PO3MOPSAKATUCS
BCiM, IITO IIsSI AIOAMHA Ha6yAa pOKaMu IIpatii,
MYAPOCTi, pOKaMu xepToBHOI A0600Bi. BaTpko
HIKOAH He [lepeCcTaBaB AIOOUTH; CTapInuil Opar
nepecTaB — abo, TOYHille, HIKOAM He AIOOUB,

. R
TIADKH MaB ,AIAOBI BIAHOCHMHHM 3 THMH, XTO
1Or0 OTOYYBaB.

A barpko Brepep ObKuUTB, OO 3ycTpiru
3a0AYAAOTO; Y AOBOAMAOCS. HAM KOAH-HEOYAD
tak mocrymatu? Koam xroce Hac ob6pasus
rANOOKO, XOPCTOKO, - YU 3POOHAU MH KOAH-
HeOYAb IepIIHil KPOK, IIaM SITAI0YH, 1[0 TOMY,
KOTo 00pa3uAH, AeriIe 3pOOUTH IePIIHil KPOK,
OCKIABKY BiH He NPUHU3AMBH, BiH He TAITh y
coO0i CTpaxy: a parrToM MeHe BIAKUHYTB? — TOAIL
SIK TOH, XTO 00pa3uB mepebyBae B CTpaxy Bip
IIPUHMDKEHHS, 1[0 1OTO YeKa€, a MOXKAUBO, 1 Bip
3HeXTYBaHHL... U 3pOOHAM MH KOAH-HEOYAD
HepuUInuii KPOK, MO0 IOBEPHYTH AO S>KUTTS
TOTO, XTO AYXOBHO, IIO-AIOACBKM MEPTBHIi?
Yu rotoBi Mu OyAMm AaTH FOMy IepIIHil
OASL, TOOTO OrOPHYTH HOIO KOAMIIHIMU
B3aeMOBipAHOCHHaMU? U1 rOTOBI MU OYAH, KOAK
BiH 3MapHyBaB Halli CKapOu, IPUHU3HUB HAC,
00ikpaB Hac, AOBIPUTH MOMY HAIll [IepCTEHb,
IO AA€ OMY BAAAY HaA HAIIOK OCOOHCTICTIO,
HAIIKMM MafHOM, HAIIOI0 4ecTio? Yu paAm mMu
FIOMy, SIK TOBOPUTH IIPUTYA, B3yTTS HA HOIU
110ro, o6 BiH Mir XOAUTH, i XOAUTH 6e311e4HO?

AaBaiiTe 3aAyMaEeMOCS B TaKHX KaTeTOPisx;
1 AKI[O MM TaK 3aAyMAaEMOCS, TOAL KOXeH 3
Hac 3MOXe I00aYnTH, Ha YOMY BiH CTOITh; B
KO)KHOMY 3 HaC IEePEeMNAiTalOThCs BCI eAEMEHTH
i€l TpariyHOl i AMBHOI NpuTYi. Ase He
AOCTaTHBO 3PO3YMITH Iie; 3PO3YMiBIIH, XTO
MU, MU IIOBUHHI 3pOOUTH IOCh; MU IOBHUHHI
IPUMHATH pillleHHs, MM IOBUHHI BipApeKTHCS
Bip Tiel ocobmcTOCTi, sIKOIO MU OyAHm AO
IIbOTO 4Yacy, MOBEPHYTHUCH, i NMPOCUTH IPO
IIpOIIleHHs], PO MHUAICTb. I IpocuTu npomenns
y bora aerko, Tomy mo bor BuaumMo, BiAdyTHO
HIKOAU He BIACHAQA€E HAC IMOPOXKHIMHM Bip Cebe,
HIKOAHU He TOBOPHTH HaM ,#iau Bip Mene!” Aae
IIPOCHUTH IPOILIEHHS y THX, KOTO MU 00pasHAH,
i xTO 06pasuB Hac... AMiHb.

Murponoaur AHTOHI (CyposkchKmit)
Ipasocaasnuii csimozasnd, 2005-2006



Bia Katexuamy “Xpucroc Hawa lNacxa”

3. NokasaHHA

780.

780.

Xpuctoc, Hobpun [lactup, Aknin NpUALLIOB 3HaAUTU «3arybrneHunx oBeuby,
3aknukae ycix oo nokasiHHs: «lNokantecb, 60 HebecHe LlapctBo 6nmn3bkoy» (MT.
4, 17). be3 nokasiHHA He MoXe ByTW Hi cnaciHHSA, aHi HOBOIO XUTTSA. XpUCTOC Y
NpuTYi Npo BryaHOro CMHa PO3KPMBAE CYTb MOKAasHHSA SIK NOBEPHEHHs Ao OTus
i NpUNHATTS gapy Moro npolieHHs. Y nokasiHHi nisHaemo Bora sk nobnsyoro
n munocepgHoro OTusa. BiH npuinmae poskasitHUX MPILLHKKIB | padie 3 TXHbOro
HaBepHeHHS, «60 BiH bnarun i YonoeikontobeLb»'.

[MokasiHHS 403BONSIE XPUCTUAHUHOBI HE NnLle JoCBigYMTM bora sk munocepgHoro
OTus, a 1 BigHanTu B Moro o6ilimax camoro cebe — Big4yTV cebe CMHOM, KUK 3
YyXKOro Kpato rpixa noBepHyBcs 40 6aTbKiBCbKOro oMy npasefHocTi. Y Heginto
onyaHoro cuHa LlepkBa cniBae: «Ak 6nygHui cuH, npuawnn mu, Wenpun,
3MapHYyBaBLUW BCE XUTTH HaLLle Ha YYy>XWHi | po3TpaTmBLun BCce BaraTcTBo, ke Tu
AaB Ham, OTye. Npunmm Hac poskasiHux, boxe, | noMunyn Hac»?,

From the Cathechism “Christ our Pascha”

3. Repentance

780.

780.

Christ, the Good Shepherd, who came to find the “lost sheep,” calls all to
repentance: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt 4:17). Without
repentance, there can be neither salvation nor new life. In the Parable of the
Prodigal Son, Christ reveals the essence of repentance as a return to the Father
and the acceptance of his gift of forgiveness. In repentance, we come to know
God as a loving and merciful Father. He accepts repentant sinners and rejoices
at their conversion, “for he is good and loves mankind.”

Repentance allows a Christian not only to experience God as a merciful Father,
but to rediscover oneself in God’s embrace—to see onself as the son who
returned from the foreign land of sin to the Father’'s home of righteousness.
On the Sunday of the Prodigal Son, the Church sings: “As the Prodigal Son |
come to you, merciful God. | have wasted my whole life in a foreign land; | have
scattered the wealth which you gave me, O Father. Receive me in repentance,
O God, and have mercy on me.™

EENROVE

BignycT Ha 6orocnyiHHsX.

MocToBa Tpioab, Heginsa 6nygHoro cuHa, BedipHs, cTuxmupa Ha «llocnogw, B3vMBato s».
Liturgicon,The Divine Liturgy of our Holy Father John Chrysostom, Dismissal.

Lenten Triodion, Sunday of the Prodigal Son, Vespers, Stichera at Psalm 140.




WHAT 1S A FIRST-PORTION GIVER?

A First-Portion Giver is a believer who offers a first-portion of his time, talent, and
financial resources out of grateful recognition of the fact that all he has, he holds in trust from God.

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his time.

“Let us spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.
Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the
habit of doing. But let us
encourage one another...”

Hebrews 10:24-25

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his ralent.

“There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit. There are
different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different
kinds of working, but the same
God works all of them in all men.”

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his treasure.

“Concerning the collection
for the saints..., on the first
day of the week, each one of
you should set aside a sum of
money in proportion to the
income God has given you...”

1 Corinthians 16:2
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Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
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