


. March 19,2017

( > THIRD SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST — TONE 3
VENERATION OF THE PRECIOUS AND LiFE-GIVINE CROSS
THE HoLy MARTYRS CHRYSANTHUS AND DARIA, HIS WIFE

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 20 — MARCH 26

Moncay, MarcH 10 —
9:30 AM — PARASTAS  MARIA, RoMAN, IvaN, OLEKSIY, VOLODYMYR; REQ: OLHA FEDUNYAK

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 — THE HoLy HIEROMARTYR BASIL, PRESBYTER OF THE CHURCH IN ANCYRA; [PASSING INTO ETERNAL
LIFE (1924) oF FRr. ISIDORE DOLNYTSKY, HYMNOGRAPHER,, PROFESSOR AND SPIRITUAL FATHER OF
L’viv AND THE GREEK COLLEGE IN ROME]
6:30 PM — Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

FripAY, MARCH 24 — PREFEAST OF ANNUNCIATION. OUR VENERABLE FATHER ZECHARIAH; OUR HoLy FATHER
ARTEMON, BISHOP OF SELEUCIA IN PIsIDIA

6:30 PM — Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts with Lytia (Satifies for Obligation)

SATURDAY, MARCH 25 — ANNUNCIATION OF OUR MosT HoLy MoOTHER OF GoD (OBLIGATORY FEAST);
PassiNG INTo ETERNAL LIFg (1944) oF BLESSED OMELIAN (EmiIL) KovcH, PRIEST OF
PEREMYSHLIANY AND MARTYR OF MAJDANEK
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy For all parishioners
6:00 PM — Great Vespers

SuNDAY, MARCH 26 — FourTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST — ST. JoHN CLIMACUS; LLEAVE TAKING OF ANNUNCIATION;
SyNaxis oF THE HoLy ARCHANGEL (GABRIEL

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy For all parishioners
Looking Ahead: During the Great Fast, the Liturgy of the Presanctified
% Saturday March 25th — Annunciation Gifts will be offered on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM.
«% Saturday March 25th — Parish Work Day Each Wednesday, following the Presanctified Liturgy,
 April Ist  — Akathist Saturday there will be a Lenten Meal and a Spiritual Talk. We need
 April 8th - Lazarus Saturday volunteers to prepare the soup for the dates of 3/29, 4/5
< April 9th - Flowery Sunday and 4/12. Please talk to Olena Bankston to volunteer.

% April 16th - Pascha

DoN’T WAIT UnTIL IT IS TOO LATE

Start arranging your schedule today so
that you can be present for as many of the
Lenten services as possible. Put God first.
PARISH WORK DAY

On Saturday, March 25th, following the
Divine Liturgy, there will be a parish work FLowER COLLECTION

day to prepare the church and the hall in ) ) )
preparation for the celebration of Pascha. S}%Cla[ 671\/6[0}965 are available in the back

Work will begin at approximately 11:00 fo{ the church do ﬁego with the Pumﬁase @C

AM. Please come and help. Many hands
make light work OWGTSfOT the Feast Of Pascha.



Tpems neoins Benuxozo nocmy

AKuo xouew cnacmu ce0t0 0YuLy, 3peuucst camozo cebe, 8isvmu Ha cebe xpecm ceiti i 1iou

cnioom 3a Icycom - Mapko, 8,

IlapctBo boxe HaBikum «opuiinuio y
MOTYTHOCTi» (fuB. Mp. 9, 1) B rognHy cMepTH
Icyca Ha xpecti. Mu MoxeMo mobaumrty i
IEPeXUTH Iie Bipor, crorrAgandmn Icyca,
SAxuit cmepTIO CMEpTH OA0MAB. I chOropiHi, Ha
IIOYaTKy BECHU, BIIAHOBYEMO Li€J1 «CIIaBHMIA
i O>KMBOTBOPHMII  XpecT»,  CBATKYIYM
«3akBiT4any Ilacxy». Mwu BIIaHOBYEMO
TlepeBO XpecTa, aje MOKIOHAeMocA Icycosi,
IJIOAOBI, 1[0 BUCUTb Ha [lepeBi XUTTA.
3apa3 My IepeOyBaEMO IOCEpeNyHi MOCTY,
IIOCEPEIVHI ~ HAIIOTO  TIOBEPHEHHA [0
IpaBAuBoOro paricpkoro capy (byt. 2 - 3; JIk.
23,43).

3iiigiMO0 Ha IIMOMHY CBOrO cCepus it
3acTaHOBiMOCs. Mu 6Gaummo mepen co6or0
npaBauBy HeomanuMmy KynuHy. Ham Otenp
Oauntp Hamy O6imy. Bin xowe cmacTm Hac.
Bin Bucnosmoe cebe i mae cebe y cBoeMy
ymo6nenomy Cunosi. Illo Bin kaxe go Hac?
«Komm xodemnn cractm CBOIO [yIly, 3pedncsA
cebe camoro, Bi3bMu Ha cebe XpecT CBiil i
ian crnifgoMm 3a Icycom» (mmB. Mp. 8, 34 -35).
Y KOXXHOTrO 1ieit XpecT ocobnmBuiL, i g MOXY
CKa3aTM «Hi» co6i, e Kaxkyuy «Tak» Icycosi
i kaxxyun pasom 3 Hum «rak, Otue» (Mr. 11,
26; J1k. 10, 21). Ane, MO>XX/TMBO, Iie JIUIIIE Yepe3
IOK/IOHIHHA. MM criBanu cboropui: «Xpecry
TBoemMy moknoHAEMOCh, Bmaguko, i cBATee
BOCKpeCeHHs TBO€ ClTaBUMO».

IToxnoninHA - mapagokcanbHe. Le pyx, pyx
cepus, i BiH pO6I/ITb ceplie HEMOB HEPYXOMMM:
y TIOK/IOHiHHI IIKOBMTO BifjlaeMo cebe B
pyxu Otug, B pyku Voro nwo6osu, pasom
3 Icycom, moegnanum 3 OtueM Ha XpecTi,
LIIIKOBUTO Bifjjarounm cebe B HaIlli pyKu.

IToxnoninua - ne tmma. IlepeBnmyyroun
cnoBa i Bci MOMTOBHI Qpasy, BOHO BifKpuBae
HaM Hauy yboricTs i 3aHypioe B TaitHy boxxoi
mo6oBu. XpecT € ocHOBo0 [TpecssiToi Tpoitiyi,
amxe Orenpb Bifmae cebe HaM, XXEPTBYIOUN

34-9, 1

cBoro eanHopopgHoro Cuna. Icyc ninkosuro
xepTBye cebe Otuesi i Ham, i Cearuit [lyx,
HyX cmiB4yTTA, MEApO BUINBAETHCA B HAIll
cepus.

[ToxnoHiHHA Mae OyTU caMoOBifjaHe, fK i
MI060B, 1100 MM Kasann: He 1, a Tu, Tu eguunii,
«Miit boske, Moe Bce», K B3MBaB y6or1/117[
4o70BiK 3 Acwky). | ToMy MOK/IOHIHHA €
L[I/IKOBUTUM, afI>Ke TI000B yce HaIlOBHIOE, BCe
IPUMUPIOE, BCE YMUTBOPIOE, BCE 3HOCUTb.

3pelTom, MapagoKc MOKIOHIHHA IcycoBi
pO3Ir’ATOMYy B TOMY, LIO Il 3MYIIyE HAC
IpUiIMaT B CBOE JKUTTA XpecT (mmB. 1
Kop. 1, 17 - 25). Iepen HeCHpaBeII)II/IBICTIO,
604ry3TBOM, 3BerH1CT10 TIOfiElt,  Tepen,
CTpaXJaHHAM Jitelt OTellb MOBUNTD, a Voro
ymobnennit Cun, Sknit 6epe Ha cebe rpixm
CBiTy, MNpuUIMae HeCHpaBeIMBNAI 3acyj,.
Mo e - 6oxeBimna? Ham Otenp mr06UTH
Hac, HE3BAXKAIOYM HA BCe IIe, i He IepecTae
BifmaBaTy cebe HaM, JapyBaTl HaM CBO€
npoueHHA. Icyc, «<HeMOB ATHA, 1O Ha 3api3
BelyTb I10ro, He Bigkpusae ycT» (muB. Ic.
53, 7), Bin omyckae oui. Bin mpmuitmae Hac
y Tulll, CIIOBHEHill 1000BMU, L0 IOKpPUBAE
Hally c1aboAyxicTh, po3uMHAOYY I B YaIi
criacenHs, y IIpecsariit Tpoiimni.

Icyc nHa XxpecTi € mpaBAMBUM CIYIrOIO i
IOK/TiHHNMKOM (B iBpnTi Ta B apabcbKiit MOBi
e ofHe i Te X cnoBo). Yepes Voro xpecr
HacTaB 4Yac, i MM J>KMBEMO B HbBOMY, KOIA
IpaBUBi MOKMHHUKY «KMaHATbCA OTLeB
B [lyci i B mpaspi» (muB. No. 4, 23).

JKan Kopb6oH, Lle Hasusaemvcs ceimarnkom,
JIpBiB, CBiuago 2007






AN EXPLANATION OF THE THREE-BAR CROSS
By Fr. Theodore Jurewicz

The Top Bar - The Explanation:

The top bar is the title-board, which Pilate ordered to be hung in mockery over

Christ’s head on the Cross. On this board was inscribed: "Jesus of Nazareth, King

of the Jews" in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin (abbreviated to the Greek initials ‘INBI’

or the Latin initials ‘INRI” in the Western tradition). This is replaced with the

Christian inscription: "King of Glory" — below the knees of the angels. On the

title-board is inscribed the initials 'TC XC', being the first and last letters of Christ’s

name in Greek. In addition, just above Christ's arms we see the inscription:

‘NIKA’, which in Greek means: "He conquers" or "He is victorious." Frequently, we see these last two
inscriptions together: 'IC XC NIKA', meaning: "Jesus Christ is victorious" (over death and sin).

The Middle Bar - The Explanation:

The middle bar is that on which the Lord's hands were

nailed. On either top corner we see the depiction of

the sun (left) and the moon (right), for "The sun hid its

light, and the moon turned to blood." (Joel 2:31) The

inscription: "Son of God" is placed on both sides of Christ's head, and below His arms we read the
inscription: "Before Thy Cross we bow down, O Master, and Thy holy Resurrection, we glorify". The
halo of Christ is inscribed with three Greek letters meaning "The Being" or "He Who Is", to remind us
that Christ is the same God Who identified Himself with those words to Moses in the Old Law.

The Bottom Bar - The Explanation:

The slanted bottom bar is the footrest. There is some question of whether it was

actually on the Cross of Christ, but it is acknowledged to be a necessary attribute

of the Cross, worthy of veneration and prophetically alluded to in the words [Let

us] worship the footstool of His feet... (Ps. 98:5). In prayers for the Ninth Hour,

the Church likens the Cross to a type of balance of righteousness: "Between two

thieves Thy Cross did prove to be a balance of righteousness: wherefore one of

them was dragged down to Hades by the weight of his blasphemy whereas the

other was lightened of his transgressions unto the comprehension of theology. O Christ God, glory to
Thee." The meaning of this prayer is as follows: the Cross of Christ stood for a scale of justice between
the two thieves: for one of them sank in to hell, dragged down by his blasphemous words; and the other,
the wise thief, ascended into heaven, because of his repentance. The church fathers attempted to render
tangible the thought of the unfaithful thief going to hell for his blasphemy through the just judgment of
God (the lower end of the bar), and of the wise thief going to heaven for his repentance and his praise
of God (the upper end).

The Images - The Explanation:

On the Cross is our Savior, Jesus Christ. Note that He does not wear a crown of thorns, and that His
feet are nailed with two nails. Behind the body of Christ, on either side, are a lance (which pierced
Him) and a sponge (which was soaked with gall and offered to Christ to drink) on a pole made of reed
or cane. On the body of Christ is depicted blood and water flowing forth from His side. Below the feet
of Christ is four Slavonic letters meaning: "The place of the skull became Paradise". Hidden in a cave
under the earth is 'the skull of Adam'. We are thus reminded that Adam our forefather lost Paradise
through the tree from which he wrongly partook; Christ is the new Adam, bringing us Salvation and
Paradise through the tree of the Cross. The city of Jerusalem is depicted in the background, for He was
crucified outside the city walls.



Having CoME TO THE MIDPOINT OF THE
40 DAY GREAT AND HoLy Fasr...

LET ME REFLECT...

+ Have I accepted Great Lent as a “gift” from God,
with thanksgiving?

+* Have I spent the last three weeks in a meaningfully
different way?

+ Have I participated in the lenten services that are
held during the week, Monday through Friday?

+ Have I used the lenten prayer of Saint Ephrem
in my morning and evening prayers, and at other
times throughout the day?

+ In addition to the Holy Scriptures, what kind of
spiritual reading have I done? Have I learned
more about my Faith? Have I read spiritual works
which can help me in my prayers, dealing with
others, and spiritual faults and needs?

+ Am I preparing myself to make a good, honest,
and humble Confession? Do I really believe that
I am confessing my sins to Jesus Christ? Am I
aware that the Lord sees my inner heart and will
know if I only recite my sins, instead of being
truly sorrowful and deeply committed to avoid
repeating them?

+ In what ways will I struggle in the second part of
Great Lent that I have so far left unattended?

+ What price am I willing to pay in order to die and
live in Christ? Am I willing to trade the earth for
heaven? Am I willing to deny myself, take up my
cross and follow Him to His heavenly Kingdom?

TrE CHURCH WILL BECOME SMALL

The church will become small and will have to start
afresh more or less from the beginning.

She will no longer be able to inhabit many of the
edifices she built in prosperity. As the number of her
adherents diminishes . . . she will lose many of her
social privileges. . . As a small society, [the Church]
will make much bigger demands on the initiative of
her individual members....

It will be hard-going for the Church, for the process
of crystallization and clarification will cost her much
valuable energy. It will make her poor and cause her
to become the Church of the meek . . . The process
will be long and wearisome as was the road from
the false progressivism on the eve of the French
Revolution — when a bishop might be thought
smart if he made fun of dogmas and even insinuated
that the existence of God was by no means certain
. . . But when the trial of this sifting is past, a great
power will flow from a more spiritualized and
simplified Church. Men in a totally planned world
will find themselves unspeakably lonely. If they
have completely lost sight of God, they will feel
the whole horror of their poverty. Then they will
discover the little flock of believers as something
wholly new. They will discover it as a hope that
is meant for them, an answer for which they have
always been searching in secret.

And so it seems certain to me that the Church is
facing very hard times. The real crisis has scarcely
begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals.
But I am equally certain about what will remain at
the end: not the Church of the political cult, which is
dead already, but the Church of faith. She may well
no longer be the dominant social power to the extent
that she was until recently; but she will enjoy a fresh
blossoming and be seen as man’s home, where he
will find life and hope beyond death.

— Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI)



WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CROSS ITSELF?

St. Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, in a letter written around 350 AD to Emperor
Constantius, the son of Constantine the Great, states that the true Cross was
found in Jerusalem during the reign of Constantine. From the beginning of the
fifth century, church writers and historians attribute the finding of the true Cross
to St. Helena, the mother of St. Constantine. In his Catecheses, theological
discourses which Cyril delivered in Jerusalem beginning in 347 AD, he frequently
mentions the sacred Cross. St. Cyril briefly describes a tradition that was followed
in Jerusalem on the morning of Holy Friday. The bishop, the clergy and the
faithful would gather in the Chapel of the Cross which had been constructed by
Constantine near Golgotha, and there they would venerate a large relic of the
true Cross which was kept in a beautiful silver and gold reliquary.

St. Cyril is the first writer to comment on the fact that relics of the true Cross
had been distributed all over the world. By the beginning of the fifth century,
fragments of the true Cross were found in churches, monasteries and even in
homes. In fact, St. John Chrysostom (d. 407) observed that many individuals in
his day wore small gold reliquaries containing particles of the Cross around their
necks. The expression “knock on wood” comes from the time Christians touched

their reliquary crosses in times of trouble.

PArisn COMMITTEES
FiINANCE COMMITTEE:

Sunday offering for March 12

Myra Heltsley Amount Number
Stephen Hojsan $10.00 1
Maria Hughes $11.00 1 (loose)
$15.00 2
PASTORAL COUNCIL: $20.00 2
Vladimir Bachynsky $25.00 2
Olena Bankston $40.00 2
Gabriel Espedal $50.00 1
Mark Hartman $60.00 1
L.uke Miller $75.00 1
$85.00 1
STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING) COMMITTEE: $105.00 1
Susan Avant $120.00 1
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant) $400.00 1
. $1116.00
Olena Ban k:;:;ﬁAL Comurrree Parishioner Total: ~ $1116.00

Olga Fedunyak
Mary Kitt
Michael Miller
Olga Miller
Lubomyra Yoldas

Average / parish household (43): $14.31
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $1288.00

Shortfall: <$172.00>




Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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