


. October 1,2017

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTCOST;
PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD;

THE HoLY APOSTLE ANANIAS, ONE OF THE SEVENTY;
OUR VENERABLE FATHER ROMAN THE MELODIST;
PAsSSING INTO ETERNAL LIFE (1949) oF BLESSED NYKYTA (NICETAS) BUDKA,
FirsT BisHoP oF CANADA, AND CONFESSOR OF KARAGANDA

TonE 8
SCHEDULE oF SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2 — OCTOBER 8

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7
Please Note: NO Vespers this evening

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 — EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTCOST; OUR VENERABLE MOTHER PELAGIA OF ANTIOCH

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

October Birthdays:
Andriy Ivasyk - 10/1
Erin Avant - 10/6
Olga Gerega - 10/14
Joseph Hartman - 10/18
Mark Lozovyj - 10/28
Christia Bankston - 10729
Mmnoeasn i 6aaean aima!
Many blessed years!

Parish Rummage Sale
There will be a rummage sale on Saturday,
November 11 to benefit the parish. We are already
accepting donations. Volunteers are needed.
You can bring items after Liturgy or you can contact
Olena Bankston at (619) 567-6967 to schedule a time
to drop off your donations.

s Christ Our Pascha Study Group will start :
: on October 15,2017 at 10 am PST at the :
Sts. Peter & Paul convent chapel. You can :
also join through Zoom.com if you have a
computer with a camera and microphone
by emailing Sr. Ann at srannl@aol.com.
« She will send you a link that will get you
+ to the meeting site.

s There will be monthly topics for the .
: : Study group: for those that don't have a *
. catechism Sr. Ann can send scans prior to § :
+ the meeting.

« October 15 - Patriarch's letter, structure
of catechism, based on Anaphora
and Creed, unique features of the
Catechism

November 12 - Faith of Our Church,
what do we believe, Creed

December 10 - Holy Scripture and
Tradition, Kerygma and Catechesis,
Holy Fathers & Mothers, Growth in
Faith

Other dates will be scheduled with the
group.

Please register by emailing or calling Sr
+ Ann at srannl@aol.com or 412-260-1607


http://zoom.com
mailto:srannl%40aol.com?subject=Christ%20our%20Pascha%20Study%20Group

Ak i Orenp Bam MUJIOCEPIHUAN
Jlyka 6, 31 — 36

Illo »x o3Hayae OYTU MWIOCEPIAHUMHU, SIK
Oreup Hamr mMusioceppuuin? o o3nauae
ne «sak»? dkmo Icyc Tak BMMarae, To,
3BMYAHO, MOXJIMBO LI€ BUKOHATH, axkKe
KOXHa JIIOJICbKa ICTOTa, HE3aJIEKHO BIJl
BIKY, TPYJHOLIIB, TaJaHTIB, COTBOpPEHA
«Ha 06pa3» Ortug. OTOX, HaM MPUTaAMaHHE
MUJIOCEPAs, 10 NMEBHOI MipU BOHO CXOXe
Ha boxe wMunocepna. Ane, Oynyun
cotBopeHumMu Ha Koro o6pas, mMycumo
norogutucst 6yt «Moro nogodoro». I Tyt
BUHUKAE 3aMUTAHHS: SIK?

Mu oTpuMaeMoO TMeBHE MPOSICHEHHS, SK
TIJILKA BU3HAEMO, 1110 HE BMIEMO cami 1O
co01 OyTH MUIOCEPAHUMM, 5K Haml OTenp.
Hacnpaspui, sikum € Horo mmiocepps?
BuiigiMo 3a MexXi HaIMX HECBIIOMHUX
o6pasziB bora, siki 3MiHIOIOThCSI 3JIESKHO
BifT HAIIIOro HACTpOIO, 00JINIIIMO
OIarofiiH1iA POMAHTU3M, 1110 KPUETHCS 3a
CJIOBOM «MuUJIOCEp/isi». Boxke mmmocepns
ni3HaeTbed y TUW Bipu. OTelpb BUSIBISE
HaM, HacKiibku BiH mMunoceppHuii, Koiu
MU crioriisinaeMo Icyca.

CniBuyBatoud, MM MEBHUM CHOCOOOM
«BITYYBAEMO» CTPAKAHHS MUHILIOT JIFO[IUHU
(32 yMOBH, IO BOHA HE 3paHuWIia Hac!), ane
MU HE MOXEMO 3aMiCThb Hei 3HOCUTH Ii
cTpaxkaHHs. BigminnicTs Icyca Bim Hac,
sika BUSIBJIsiE HaMm Jito60B OTIs, mosisirae
B TOMy, 10 BiH He mpocTo 3Hae Haii
CTpaxkfianHs 1 Hamil panu, Bin 3Hae ix
«3cepeuHn»: BoHN € Moro crpakianHamm
i Mloro panamu. Moro munocepys noJisirae
y chiBcTpaxkianHi 3 Hamu. Ajke BiH
€/IMHUN JIIOOUTH YCiX HAC HACTIJILKU, IO
Oepe Ha ceOe Hally cMepThb. Icyc Hece Ha
€001 rpiXu HaBITh HAMOIBLIINX 3JIOYUHIIB,

TaK camo, sK 1 Hawi. I Xo4a Haui rpixu
3aBgatoTh Momy paH, BiH He nepectae
mobutn Hac. Tomy, komu Icyc kaxke
HaMm: «JIt06iTh BOpOriB BallUX», e He
NPOCTO rapHi cjoBa, ajpke BiH BusiBisie Le
MUJIOCEP/ISl HA XPECTI.

ByTu MunocepiHiuM 10 BCiX JIOfIeN, SIK HAlLl
Orellb MUJIOCEPJHMIA, O3HAYAE «IUIEKATH
Ti cami IyMKH B 001, K1 OyJm i1 y XpucTi
Icyci» (Pam. 2, 5). Cnorasipatoun Moro Ha
XPECTI, NMPOCIMO y THLII_ HAIIOIO CEpLd,
wo6 wmu mnponukucs Horo mo6os’io,
Horo mo60B 1o 10 Hac 110 Bcix Jropeit. Te,
10 HEMOJKJIMBE JIJIsI HAC, CTA€ MOKIIMBHM 3
HumM 1 B Heomy. Takuii nepexip Bij o0pa3sy
Boxoro no Moro nopo6m € miero CsaToro

Hyxa.

Y MOMeHT enikaesu, eqHar0unuCh 13 CUHOM,
Mu Bce Biggamo OTtueBi — cebe 30Kkpema,
Ui CBIT 3 Oro ckopboramu, 100
Casrtuii [1yx nepeMiHUB Hallle MPUHOLLIEHHS
Ha Tino i KpoB Xpucra. IlepexuBaiimo
BIPOJIOBXX LLJIOrO JHY Te, WO MU
nepekMBaEMO BIPOJIOBXK bBoxkecTBEeHHOT
mtyprii. Topgi mnopiGHicTe g0 OTys
HaOyBatnmemo scepefunn. [dyx  Orus
noefHae Hac 3 Icycom i mpeoOpasuTs Hac.
[Ticnist bOro My 3MOKeMO BUITPOMiHIOBATH
XO04 TPOXHU CIPABXKHBOI PAJOCTH — PAJIOCTH
Bi1 Boxkoro munocepps, sike cracae CBiT.

Kan KopboH, L{e nasusaemucs ceimankom,
JIbBiB, Caiuao 2007



THE AGE oF TAKING CHURCH FOR GRANTED Is OVER
September 28, 2017 - Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick

In the Name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen.

The age of taking church for granted
is over. We Christians just largely haven’t
realized it yet.

But the evidence is everywhere. Most
established churches see no more than about
1/3 of their total population on a Sunday
morning. Most Christian kids going off to
college have little understanding about the
narrative of the Bible, its central figures, or
what the Gospel is. Of course, most Christian
adults don’t know those things either these
days. About 1/4 of all Americans now identify
as religiously unaffiliated, checking off the
“none of the above” box when asked what
church or religion they belong to.

It used to be that most people in our
country simply went to church. They simply
attended Sunday School. The Biblical
allusions made in popular culture were easily
accessible to them. The basic culture of at
least some kind of religious commitment
was just normal. And churchgoers were
real churchgoers. People who didn’t come
to church most Sundays didn’t think of
themselves as faithful Christians.

But that’s definitely changed. Even
those who don’t check off that “none of the
above” box for religious affiliation aren’t as
committed as they once were.

We could spend hours talking about why
this is, and we could spend hours fretting
about it and wishing that we could get back
to the good old days when no stores were
open on Sunday morning because they just
wouldn’t have any customers. But | don’t
think that would help very much.

And I’m also not convinced that the good
old days were necessarily that good. A church
life that is taken for granted is actually not
really a Christian life. Nor is it a true life
in the Church. It’s more about identity and
social connection than about Jesus Christ.

Anyway, what is the point? The point for
us as Christians is always to ask: What is it
that | can do today to be saved? What can | do
today to become holy? What can | do today so
that | am preparing for the resurrection?

So to answer this problem that | began
with, that the age of taking church for
granted is now over, we have to ask what
it is that will help us not to take church for
granted. What is it that will help us not to
take Jesus Christ for granted? What is it that
will keep me on the royal path toward the
Kingdom of Heaven?

One of the saints we celebrate today is a
man named Silouan the Athonite. Silouan was
an uneducated Russian peasant who in 1892
went to the Holy Mountain, that is, Athos in
Greece. Before his pursuit of monasticism at
St. Panteleimon Monastery there, he had lived
in Tambov province in the Russian Empire.

He was a big man, a powerful man. And
he even had been a violent man. He once got
in a fight and punched a man so hard in the
chest that the man almost died. And his agony
over that sin sent him to the Holy Mountain to
begin repenting.

There is too much to say about his life
to recount it all today, but | will at least
summarize and say that his intense life of
repentance from that point onward led to his
becoming possibly the greatest saint of the
twentieth century. He died in 1938, which is
after some of us here were born, and he was
canonized in 1988, not even thirty years ago.

There is a book that details his life
and includes his writings, which are all
mostly brief fragments—no theological
treatises or longer works—and it is titled
Silouan the Athonite, written by his disciple
Archimandrite Sophrony Sakharov, who will
likely himself be canonized someday.

To help us to address this question of what
we can do about the fact that church life is no
longer taken for granted, | would like to read
a brief selection from St. Silouan’s writings.
This is a short piece included in the chapter
titled “On Love,” and it directly addresses this
uneven reality that we have in our churches
today. And | especially love it because it begins
with an allusion to the Lord’s meeting Ss. Luke
and Cleopas on the road to Emmaus, where
they said afterward, “Did not our hearts burn
within us as He talked with us on the road?”
Listen closely:



‘Did not our heart burn with us?’ said the
Apostles after Christ drew near them. So
does the soul recognise and love her Lord,
and the delight of His love is a burning
delight.

In heaven there is one and the same love
in the hearts of all, but on earth some
there are that greatly love the Lord,
others who love Him in small degree,
while still others love Him not at all.

The soul that is filled with love of God

is oblivious both of heaven and of earth.
The spirit burns, and invisibly beholds the
Desired One, and the soul sheds many
sweet tears and is unable to forget the
Lord for a single second, for the grace of
God gives strength to love the Beloved.

So we hear Silouan acknowledging even
in his own time that there are various levels
of those who love God—greatly, to a small
degree and not at all. This is like our time, as
well. And we can even look at ourselves and
probably see that story told of each of us.
There are times in my life when | do not love
God at all or when | love Him only a little or (I
hope) when | love Him greatly.

But listen to his main point: It is about
recognizing and loving the Lord. I’'m
especially fascinated with where he says,
“The soul that is filled with love of God is
oblivious both of heaven and of earth.”

We may tend to think of being good
Christians as being about turning away from
earth and toward heaven. Or we may think
about it as bringing heaven down to earth in
some sense, to give some sanctification to our
daily life. And both those ideas are true to an
extent.

However, if we conceive of Christian life
in terms of “heaven” and “earth” and leave
it there, we have missed the mark. The point
is to recognize and love Jesus Christ. He is, as
Silouan puts it, “the Desired One,” the One
for Whom our hearts burn with delight as He
speaks with us on the road of life.

It is important, of course, to continue
the habits of church attendance, of Bible
reading, of giving, and so on. But when we
see ourselves or others slacking off in those
habits, we should realize that the cure for
that inconsistency is not saying “try harder”
or shaming people into measuring up. Even if

those approaches work for a little while, they
will not work for long. And for many people,
they simply will not ever work even for a
little while.

The question is why. Why are we in
church? Why do we invite others into this life
that we have chosen? Why is being here every
Sunday and doing all these other spiritual
actions actually absolutely critical for our
eternal destiny and even present sanity?

It is because of what St. Silouan says:
“The grace of God gives strength to love the
Beloved.” We are here to love Jesus Christ,
and the tears of repentance that we shed
when we fail to love Him as we must are what
open us up to receive that grace. And when
we love the Beloved, our Lord and our Savior
and our God, Jesus Christ, then we will find
that we are energized to engage in all these
acts of love.

When a man does not say “I love you” to
his wife or take care of his home or teach his
children or do all the other things that a good
husband does, the cure is not simply to “try
harder.” It is to love his beloved, to return to
that delight in his wife that calls forth these
actions of love from within him. The problem
is not that he does not feel anything for her.
It is that he has turned away from her. If he
turns toward her, then he can see her again.
And as he sees her, he will love her. And that
love will be expressed in actions.

It is not an emotion that we seek after.
We are not called to feel good about Jesus.
We are called to recognize Jesus, as Silouan
says, which is what makes us able to love
the Lord. Our problem is not that we’re not
trying hard enough. Our problem is that we
havg turned away and no longer recognize the
Lord.

So let’s take a moment today and seek
to recognize Jesus. Look for Him. See Him—
really see Him. He is the One Whom we seek.
He is the One Whom we desire. He is the One
Whom we have come here today to meet.

To the One Who has recognized us and
loved us, our Lord Jesus Christ, be all glory,
honor and worship, with His Father and the
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.



MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION
by Metropolitan ANTHONY

We cannot partake deeply of the life of God
unless we change profoundly. It is therefore
essential that we should go to God in order that
He should transform and change us, and that is
why, to begin with, we must all become converts.
Conversion in Latin and Hebrew means a turn, a
change in the direction of things.

Conversion means that instead of spending
our lives in looking in all directions, we should
follow one direction only. It is a turning away
from a great many things that we know are
ultimately not good for us. The first impact of
conversion is to modify our sense of values: God
being at the center of all, everything acquires a
new position and a new depth. All that is God’s,
all that belongs to Him, is positive and real.
Everything that is outside of Him ultimately has
no value or meaning.

But it is not a change of mind alone that we
can call conversion. We can change our minds
and go no further; what must follow is an act of
will and unless our will comes into motion and
is redirected God-wards, there is no conversion;
at most there is only an incipient, still dormant
and inactive change in us.

Repentance must not be mistaken for
remorse, it does not consist in feeling terribly
sorry that things went wrong in the past; it is
an active, positive attitude, which consists in
moving in the right direction.

It is made very clear in the parable of the
two sons (Mt. 21 :28) who were commanded by
their father to go to work in the vineyard. The
one said, “I am going,” but did not go. The other
said, “I am not going,” and then felt ashamed
and went to work.

This was real repentance, and we should
never lure ourselves into imagining that to
lament one’s past is an act of repentance. It is
part of it, of course, but repentance remains
unreal and barren as long as it has not led us
to doing the will of the Father. We have a
tendency to think that it should result in fine
emotions and we are quite often satisfied with
emotions instead of real, deep changes.

Sunday offering for September 17

Amount  Number

$5.00 |
$10.00 2 (1 loose)
$15.00 2
$20.00 2
$40.00 3
$50.00 1
$75.00 2
$100.00 |
$515.00

Parishioner Total: $440.00
Visitor Total: $75.00

Average / parish household (43): $5.64
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1,760.00>
Sunday offering for September 24

Amount  Number
$11.00 1 (loose)
$15.00 2
$20.00 2
$25.00 |
$30.00 1
$40.00 3
$50.00 |
$105.00 |
$411.00

Parishioner Total: $411.00

Average / parish household (43): $5.27
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1,789.00>



God is love, and when there is love
amongst us, then God dwells among
us. When we have love, then God
dwells in us and acts through us.
It is very important to keep asking
ourselves, whether we have this
love. Love, what does it mean?
Love - first of all is the readiness to
accept a person as he or she is, the
readiness to forgive, to trusta person
in spite of what she or he is doing.
It is the willingness to be open, to
listen attentively to each person, to
accentuate one’s attention on each
person. When God dwells in the
midst of us, and is the foundation of
life for us, then everything in our life
takes on flavor and value.

+ BENEDICT (Aleksiychuk)

PArisH COMMITTEES
FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Myra Heltsley
Stephen Hojsan
Maria Hughes

PastoraL CounciL:
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman
Luke Miller

STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING) COMMITTEE:
Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

SociAaL, COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Michael Miller
Olga Miller

Lubomyra Yoldas



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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