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. October 15,2017

SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE SEVENTH ECcUMENICAL COUNCIL
OUR VENERABLE FATHER EUuTHYMIUS THE NEW

THE HoLy VENERABLE MARTYR LUCIAN, PRESBYTER OF GREATER ANTIOCH

TonE 2

HEDULE OF SERVICES FOR

TOBER 16 — OCTOBER 22

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 — OUR VENERABLE FATHER HILARION THE GREAT

9:30 AM — D1vINE LITURGY AND PANAKHYDA

+ MaRyY KiItT - 40TH DAY.

6:00 PM — Great Vespers (satifies Sunday obligation)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 — TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; THE HOLY AND EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES
ABERCIUS, BISHOP AND WONDERWORKER OF HIERAPOLIS; THE SEVEN HoLy YouTHs oF EPHESUS:
MAXIMILIAN, JAMBLICUS, MARTINIAN, DIONYSIUS, ANTONINUS, EXACUSTODIAN AND JOHN

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

“Possibly a contentious unbeliever will maintain
that we worshiping images in our churches are
convicted of praying to lifeless idols. Far be it from
us to do this. Faith makes Christians, and God, who
cannot deceive, works miracles. We do not rest
contented with mere colouring. With the material
picture before our eyes we see the invisible God
through the visible representation, and glorify Him
as if present, not as a God without reality, but as a
God who is the essence of being. Nor are the saints
whom we glorify fictitious. They are in being, and
are living with God; and their spirits being holy, the
help, by the power of God, those who deserve and
need their assistance.”

+ St. John of Damascus, Treatise on Images

Jacob was a cheater, Peter had a
temper, David had an affair, Noah
was a drunk, Jonah ran from God,
Paul was a murderer, Gideon was
insecure, Miriam was a gossiper,
Martha was a worrier, Thomas
was a doubter, Sara was impatient,
Elijahwas moody, Moses stuttered,
Zacchaeus was short, Abraham

was old, and Larzarus was dead...
God doesn’t call the qualified, He
qualifies the called.
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Parish Rummage Sale
There will be a rummage sale on Saturday,
November 11 to benefit the parish. We are already
accepting donations. Volunteers are needed.
You can bring items after Liturgy or you can contact
Olena Bankston at (619) 567-6967 to schedule a time
to drop off your donations.



Is Faith Like in the Bible Even Possible?

by the Very Rev. Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick

Only say the word, and my servant will be healed. (Matt. 8:8)

It is hard for us, living in the United States
in the year 2017, to imagine feeling the way
that that centurion did. He approached Jesus.
He asked Him to heal his servant who was
lying paralyzed. And when Jesus said that
He would go there and heal the man, the
centurion said that He needed only to speak
the word and the servant would be healed.

If you’re at all like me, when you hear about
that centurion’s faith, it seems almost utterly
foreign. He just believed that Jesus could do
it, and not only that He could do it, but that He
could do it merely by saying a word.

I will be honest and say that even when I
pray that God would heal someone or even
that God would do any good thing, any thing
which I know is perfectly acceptable to ask
Him for, it is hard for me to believe that He
will do it. And it’s also a struggle for me to
believe that He’s even listening. And it’s also a
struggle to believe that He’s even there at all.

This encounter of the centurion with Jesus
is so foreign to us because we live in an age
in which unbelief is now entirely plausible.
That is, it 1s not hard for us to imagine that
all this that we as Christians say we believe
is in fact not really true at all.

We should take note here that the
plausibility of complete unbelief in God and
in anything of spiritual reality is a relatively
new phenomenon, something that has
become available to mankind only within
the past few centuries. In the time of this
centurion and indeed in nearly any other
time in history, it was in fact implausible to
suggest that there was no divinity shaping
our ends. It was laughable even to say it.
Everyone just took for granted that there was
a spiritual realm. It was practically in the air
they breathed.

I won’t go into the history here of how
it came to be that we now struggle between
faith and doubt in a way that most of history

has never seen. But we should at least note
that that history is not simply a history of
more scientific discoveries being made
and the unexplainable “gaps” that we used
to fill in with “God” explanations getting
smaller and smaller. The history is actually
a philosophical and cultural history, not a
scientific or rational one.

And it is not that mankind is any less
religious by any real measure. What has
happened is that the way in which he
believes has changed. He now is at the mercy
of pressure from both faith and doubt.

And make no mistake about it:
Unbelievers are also at the mercy of the same
forces. Even though they consciously do
not believe in anything beyond what we can
detect with our physical senses, they are still
haunted by the sense that perhaps there is
something else. They are also subject to the
struggle between faith and doubt.

So what are we supposed to do with
this? How can we continue to appropriate
moments like this statement of belief from
the centurion? Even though he probably does
not know that Jesus is the incarnate God-
man, that He is the Son of God, the Messiah
of Israel, he nevertheless takes it for granted
that, based on what he has seen from Jesus,
this is a man around Whom spiritual forces
move quite powerfully. He just knows it.

Our problem is that we don’t. We don’t
just know it. We can’t be expected simply to
believe. We do not live in a time and place
when that way of believing is possible. Yes,
we can grow to have the same faith, but we
won’t have it in the same way. Our way will
be different. So what do we do?

First, we should reconcile for ourselves
that the struggle is real and that it is normal.
This is where we are in history. Perhaps a
day will come again when our descendants
will not be subject to the cross-pressure of



faith and doubt, when they will be able to
meet Jesus and simply believe in Him. But
that’s not today. We live in a day when we
have to struggle just to keep the faith. We are
people of our time.

There is another passage from Scripture
which I think is a kind of motto for
Christians in the stage of secularism in which
we find ourselves, and it comes from another
meeting between Jesus and someone who
wants Him to heal someone. In Mark 9, a
man comes to Jesus and asks Him to heal his
son, who is possessed by a demon and often
put into physical danger by the possession.
Jesus says to him, “If you can believe, all
things are possible to him who believes”
(Mark 9:23).

When I hear that, a part of my heart just
sinks, because I think to myself, “Do I really
believe? I’'m not sure that I do. I want to
believe. I'm trying to believe. But this is
really hard sometimes.” Well, the response of
the man might have been made for me, and
it might have been made to serve as a motto
for Christians in our age. What does the man
say to Jesus in response? He says, “Lord, I
believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). And
at that, Jesus healed the boy.

That, I believe, is where most of our
spiritual labors now should be focused. We
stand between belief and unbelief, between
faith and doubt, and that’s simply where we
are at this stage of history. We can’t make it go
away by trying to fight against some “bad guy”
secularism out there that is our true nemesis.
The truth is that we have all become secular.

But that doesn’t mean that we are all
unbelievers. It just means that the way in
which we believe has now changed from
the way in which many of our forefathers
believed. We believe the same things as the
Apostles and Fathers, but the way we believe
them is different.

So how do we struggle forward? What are
we struggling roward?

We are struggling toward placing
ourselves more fully in the story of Jesus, in
the grand narrative that is His coming into

this world, defeating death, establishing His
kingdom, winning a people for Himself, and
giving commands that govern His covenant

with His people.

The more we do that, the more we will
find that our faith will be stronger, that our
ability to believe will be more like that
centurion’s. Now, I do not mean that we will
find true unbelief implausible in the way that
the centurion would have. We can’t escape
where we are. But we can have that trust
in Jesus that he had, and we can have the
boldness to pray deeply and fervently for
ourselves and for the needs of those who are
in this world with us.

As Orthodox Christians, we have a
strong cultural memory of whole empires
claimed by the Christian faith. And we have
a tendency to feel nostalgic for those times
and places. But we have to face it—they are
gone, and they’re not coming back, at least,
not any time soon. And we may lament for
that loss.

But what should give us courage is that
our time, while it is not like the ages of the
great Christian empires, is actually more like
the age of that centurion who approached
Jesus. He was no doubt himself subject to
cross-pressure from many belief systems. As
a Roman, he was likely raised as a pagan. As
an educated man, he likely also knew of the
developing Greek philosophical monotheism.
And here he was in Judea, with these Jews
and their one God and Father. And then he
meets Jesus, Who is that one God in the
flesh. He is not in an easy position. What
must his daily life have been like? What
kind of struggle did he have in trying to
understand his world?

But he meets Jesus. And he trusts Jesus.
And he asks. And he believes. And he
receives. We can do that, too. So we struggle
onward, forward, praying, “Lord, I believe;
help my unbelief!”



IIpuTua npo cisiua
Jlyka 8, 5-15

[Iputya mpo cigya Mae
dyHIaMeHTaIbHE 3BHAUEHHST —
BOHA BUXOJIUTH 31 cepiisa bora
1 € MATPYHTAM CIIPaBKHHOTO
JKUTTA JI14 Hac. Le nputya
PO POCJIUHHUM CBIT, ajie MU
— OlbIIe, Hi’K ITOJIbOBA TPaBa,
MU € o6pazom Orirst. Hammm
KOPIHHM, HAIlIUM IIOYaTKOM € T€
«HeTJIIHHe HaciHHSA» (nuB. 1 ITT.
1, 23), 3 AKOTO MU BiIpO/IKEHI]
HaHOBO. LI TaeMHUYA HACIHUHA,
MaJIeHbKa, HEIIOMITHA, SIK
MIIIIeHUYHE 3€PHATKO, — TO
BiuHe CiioBo OTI14, HOCiHHe
B HAIILy JIIOACKY IIPUPOAY, 1
AKIO MU Ipuiimaemo Horo, To
BipomxyeMocs B Hpomy.

Mu mokeMo 6e3repepBHO
HapOJ>KyBaTUCA /10 :KUTTA OT1id,
nepe0yBalouu B €IHOCTI 3 Horo
BiuHUM CJIOBOM, SIKE CTPYMEHHUTH
13 HBOTO. Tak, HAIITUM JIKEPETIOM
Mae OyTu kuTTs OTisa, Akuil Tak
TIIIUTHCS HAMU, TOMY MyCHMO BCE
6isb111e TOBepTaTH A0 HbhOTO CBOE
o019 Ys 1 BIATIOBIZIaTH Uepe3
camoro CuHa, 00 Mu — OuIbIIIE,
Hix BijytyHHA Moro CiioBa, Mmu —
g Moro Ciosa.

Axbu Mu 3arpumanucs Oiss
BJIACHOTO BUTOKY 1 BUKOPHCTAJIN
CBill JOPOTOIIIHHUY Yac,

JKUBYJH TaM, Jie HaciHHs OTrs
HaPOJIZKY€ HAC JI0 KUTTA 1 KJINUe

Hac! Ajie OUIbIIIe Yacy HAC TaM
HeMae, 00 MU )KUBEMO Ha PiBHI
3aTJIbHONIPUMHATHX MOTJIA/IIB,
AKI TATHYTH HAC Y Pi3HI 6OKH,
TO/I1 IK COTBOPEHI BUIbHUMH, 5K
Bor, 11100 pOS,ZLlJI}ITI/I Moro skuTTs.
OTeIIb HE HaB ﬂsye HaM CBOE€
cJ10BO. BiH HaMm HOTro IIPOIIOHYE.
Tomy BiH 3HOBY 1 3HOBY BUXOJTUTh
CIAATH CBOE CJIOBO IINPOKO,
IIO/IOCTATKOM.

KoskeH 3 Hac NOKJIMKAaHUU
IIEPEUTH B IPUTYI /10
PeaJIbHOCTH 1 3anuTarty cebe,
PO3AyMYIOUH HaJ €0 TPUTYEIO,
YOMY MOE KUTTS TaK «He3pijiae»,
YOMY BOHO HE IIPSIMYE 10
Jl03piBaHHA CBOTO ILI0AY. Bei mu
617010 YU MEHIIIOI0 MipOO
HE3PUIL. A Hallle IPU3HAYEHHS —
y 03piBaHHi, y IOCATHEHHI BIYHOI
3puroctu. Yomy mu He3piti? Mu
He IIOMI4a€EMO CBO€1 HE3PLIOCTH.
Bij 115010 CTpakaatoTh UHIII,

a B Icycl 3acMyuy€eThCs Halll
a0aauni Orenk.

HeBxke M1 HAaCTUTBKH KUBEMO
30BHIIIHBO, GAKIYXi 710 CEHCY
CBOT'O KUTTsI, BI/IYY’KeHI, HEMOB
602xeBLIbHI? MI/I, 3BUYAUHO,
yyemo Moro CioBo, mpuHalMHI,
IITOHE/ITI, a00 Jac /10 9acy 3 yCT
JUTUHU YU JOPOCIIOTro, a00, KOJIN
3HAXOZIUMO YacC TPOXH ITOYUTATH,
YUTATU — 1€ CJIyXaTU, YNTATU



skuBe CJI0BO — €BaHTeJIIE, IICAJIMU,
rocsiaHHsA arnocrosia [1asia, KHUTH
IIPOPOKIB... Ta HABKOJIO TaKUU
IITyM, MU CTUIBKU BCHOT'O Yy€EMO,
oco0simBo 3apas! OTke, MU II1e
HacIIpaB/ii He ciryxaeMo. Hariie
ceplie HisfAK He 3alisTHe, 3 HAIIIOTO
OOKy HeMa KOTHOI CITPaBKHBOI
BI/ITIOBI/Ii, SIKIIIO MU ITPOCTO
CJIyXa€EMO ByxaMu ab0 YUTAEMO
Kkpaem oka. Tozl Mmu 3auiraemMocs
Kpail JOpOTH.

Tpariserbca TakoXK, M0 MU
3 pazictio mpuiMaeMo CIioBo.
Bono Take uyzaecue! 1le cam Icyc
MMPOMOBJIsA€ 10 Hac! B HboMy €
BC€, TO SIK He 3aXOILJIIOBATUC
HUM, K He 3pajitu? Tak,
ajte — 1 Ie e O/{Ha (bopma
bpaky 3puIOCTH, — MU He
Ma€MO KOPIHHS, MU TIOBEPXOBI.
Buxoaumo micist boxxecTBeHHOI
miTyprii — 1 Bce! Hac 3auenmiio
sIKeCh CJIOBO 3 EBaHTeNid, 1 ... MU
IIEPEXO/IUMO /IO MHIIUX CIPAB,
HIYOT'0 HE YCBIJIOMUBIIIH.

IcHye mie ogHa CITOKyCa, fKa
TPAIULAETHCA YacTinte. Mu ayemo
1 B TOI MOMEHT IIOCTAHOBJISIEMO
6yTI/I BIILI[aHI/IMI/I TOOTO
BlZ[HOBlCTI/I Ha Cj10BO BipOIO,
MIPUUHATH Horo 6e33acTeperkHo,
1106 BOHO ()OpPMYBaJIO Hallle
KUTTsA. MU BiTuyBaEMo
3BOPYIIEHHS QK J[0 TJINOUHU
cepug. IIpore Hate cepie
HaIlOBHEeHe OaraTbMa TypboTamu,
po30ypxaHe piI3HOMaHITHUMU

€MOIIIIMH, 1, BpeIHTl peIT, MU
CIIOKYIITAEMOCS caMi co0010, a
Hallle «s1» 3UNHSIE TAKUU IITyM,
1110 I1iIKOM 3arJyirye CoBo.

CboroziHi, Ha MOYATKY
JIITYPTIHOTO POKY, IIOMPOCIMO
Icyca mupum cepriem, oo
Jyx CBATHUH BIAKPUB IJTHOMHU
Ha1oro cepiisg. Hexait Bin
HaBYUTbH HAC XOTITU IPUHMAaTU
Moro B Twi. Aximo Mu 6oiMocs
THIIIl, TO BTIKAEMO BiJ TalHCTBA
CnoBa bozkoro. [IpociMo B HbOTO
TUXOTO cepiis. Tuia — 1e He
BiICYTHICTB IITyMYy, a IPUMMAHHS
IIPUCYTHOCTH. Bke Ha PiBHI
JIIOJICBKUX BlZ[HOCI/IH mo0pe
3HAEMO, 1[0 IIPUMMAEMO HUHIIIOTO
TUIBKH TOJ1, KOJIU HAIIle CePIIe
THXe, MHaKIIle KUJAEMO KOMY B
o6ﬂngqﬂ BCe Te, III0 MAaEMO Ha
JTyMITi.

IIpocimo y CsaToro lyxa
Tuxoro cepiis. IIpocimo 1ioro
«MoJuTBaMu boropoauiii»,
sIK MU CITiBaJIM Ha IIOYATKY
BoskecTBEeHHOI JIITYpril.

BoHa € Ti€1o THIIEeIo, BCEILIO0
HaroBHeHOI0 CiioBoM. CaMe B I
TuIll bor HaBIKYW BOIIJIOTUBCA.
Came B THUIIIl HAIIIOTO CEPIIS,

siKe cayxae, BiH Bi3bMe Ha cebe
HAIILy JIFO/ICbKY PUPOJLY — TaKy
qy/IECHY 1 TaKy Tpariu"y — 100
BIIPOIUTH 1l.

Kan KopOoH, I[e Ha3usaemuvca
ceimankom, JIbBiB, CBiuamo 2007



Frequently we are troubled by our
shortcomings and sins, which we commit in
life. Then we go to confession, try to be vigilant
about prayer, and go to church. However, very
rarely do we bear in our hearts a desire for
perfection, holiness. Even though we received
this command from the Lord, himself, “Be ye
perfect.” Christ doesn’t say, “It’s desirable,
that you would be perfect; it wouldn’t be bad
for you to be perfect, but He gives a precise
instruction to be perfect. Due to our failures
and lapses we become disillusioned about
whether or not we can be irreproachable, but
the Lord is sure that each one of us can attain
perfection. Therefore these words apply to
each one of us. “Be ye perfect.”

— Bishop BENEDICT

Yacto Hac TypOye Halll HEJIOJIIKM Ta IpiXu,
SIKI MM 3ICHIOEMO B KUTTI. Tomi MU 1geMo
10 CNOBiJi, HaMaraeMochb MNWJIbHYBATH MPO
MoymTBY 1 Ut no uepksu. [Ipore, myxe
PIIKO MM MAEMO B HAIIMX CEPLSX MParHeHHs!
IO JIOCKOHAJIOCTI, CBSITOCTI. Xo4ya MU
oTpumaiu 1o komanay Bij ['ocnopa camoro
cebe: «byapre nockonami». Xpuctoc He
kaxe: «baxano, mo0 BU Oynu JOCKOHAMI;
ge Oyjgo O He moraHo sl Bac, OO OyTH
JIOCKOHAJIUM, ajie BiH fae ToyHe HacTaHOBY
OyTu fockoHanuM. Yepe3 Halll HeBiayl MU
pO34apoBaHi B TOMY, Y4 MOXEMO MU OyTu
Oe3oraHHuMu, ajie I'ocnojs BHEBHEHUI, 1110
KOXKEH 3 Hac MOXE JOCSII'TH JJOCKOHAJOCTI.
ToMy Wi cJ0Ba CTOCYIOTBCSI KOXKHOI'O 3 HAc.
“BynbTe qockoHami”.

— Kup BEHEDMKT

Sunday offering for October 8

Amount  Number
$5.00
$15.00
$20.00
$22.00
$25.00
$30.00
$40.00
$50.00
$105.00
$120.00
$567.00

Parishioner Total:

(loose)

— DD = DD = = (D DD —

$567.00

Average / parish household (43): $7.27
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1,633.00>

PArisH COMMITTEES
FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Myra Heltsley
Stephen Hojsan

Maria Hughes

PasTorAL COUNCIL:
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman

Luke Miller

STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING) COMMITTEE:
Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

SocIAL COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Michael Miller
()lgfa Miller

Lubomyra Yoldas



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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