


. October 22,2017
O TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE HoLy AND EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES ABERCIUS, BISHOP AND WONDERWORKER OF HIERAPOLIS;
THE SEVEN HoLy YoutHs oF EPHESUS: MAXIMILIAN, JAMBLICUS, MARTINIAN, DIONYSIUS, ANTONINUS,
ExACUSTODIAN AND JOHN

TonE 3
CHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 23 — OCTOBER 29

FripAY, OcTOBER 27 — OUR VENERABLE FATHER HILARION THE GREAT
10:30 AM — Divine Liturgy at St. Paul Senior Home, 328 Maple Street, San Diego

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 — OUR VENERABLE FATHER HILARION THE GREAT
6:00 PM — Great Vespers (satifies Sunday obligation)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 — TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; THE VENERABLE MARTYR ANASTASIA THE
RoMAN; OUR VENERABLE FATHER ABRAMIUS, ARCHIMANDRITE OF THE EPIPHANY MONASTERY,
‘WONDERWORKER OF RosTov
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners

It is inevitable that by our life we witness
or don’t witness God. Even though we
frequently live in a state of illusion that we
can keep a neutral stand, however this is
not so. Generally we always take a step on
the side of God or away from God. Often
we appease ourselves with the thoughts that
these or other circumstances will bring us to
the Lord, or we complain that some situations
draw us away from Him. In reality whatever
the situations are, they can either bring us
closer to the Lord or pull us away from Him
as well. This depends on the attitude each
one of us has. Circumstances in themselves
do not make us either saints or sinners.

We all know about saints. They are those
beings who knew how to take advantage of
all the circumstances of their life in such a
way that they could live in perfection and
holiness. They had those circumstances
which God gave them. Humanly speaking,
possibly, they were lighter than ours at times,
but more often they were weightier. All of .
this was sent to them by God, that exactly Parish Rummage Sale

in these circumstances they could achieve ;
sanctity. In the same way He sent us our life There will be a Tummage sale on Saturday,

as well. God sends us each person, every || November 11 to benefit the parish. We are already
event, gives us work, family so that exactly . .
there, in these concrete situations of our life, accepting donations. Volunteers are needed.
gfmv‘vould profess and witness our faith in You can bﬂﬂg items after Litlll'gy or you can contact
_ Benepicr (Aleklsiychuk) || Olena Bankston at (619) 567-6967 to schedule a time

to drop off your donations.




JIYXOBHE PO3YMIHHSA. ..

(ITputya npo 6arayva i Jlazaps)

YBara - 1e ofiHa i3 Ba>KJIMBUX YECHOT
NyXOBHOI touHu. [Ipuyomy - 1e
YECHOTAa, KOTpa MO3BOJIIE HaM 0aYUTH
nistHHs Boxki B XKUTTI, B IHIINX, JOBKOJIA
Hac. OpiHaK, 1100 JIroiMHA Iy XOBHA 3MOrJ1a
1X 100aUnTH, T HEOOX1THO BUITH «31
CBOTO CBITY»...

Cnpaspi, npodsemMa 6araTboxX JItoein
MOJISITa€ B TOMY, 1110 BOHU >KUBYTb Y
BJIACHOMY CBITI — CBITI CBOIX JJyMOK,
MJIaHiB, TOLIO. 3 OTHOrO OOKY 1ie
3pO3yMLII0, ajlke MU 3apo0JIsiFoun Ha XJ1i0
HACYIIHUI, Maii>Ke «3000B’s13aHi» JInIIIe
TaK JKUTH, a 3 1HIIIOTO — 1e 1301115
Camoizonsiis.

[Tpo Taky caMoi30J51it0 HaM I
rOBOPUTH MpUTHA Mpo Oaraya i JIazaps.
Bona nam OHOBiHae IO OJUH 13 11
NepcoHaxiB — 6aray — 6yB THUM, XTO
MaB c001 Ha METI1 BIALLTYBATH KUTTH.

I, Burasinae, BnamryBas... OqHak

yepe3 Take «YCIIIIHe» BJIAIITyBaHHS
(BASIrarouuCh y KOLUTOBHY OfIK Ta
OCHKETYIOUM) BiH HACTIJILKY 130JTFOBABCS
BiJl pEasIbHOCTI, HACTIJILKU «YBIHILIOB

B ce0e», 110 MepecTaB NomMiyaTu
OnxHbOro. BiH, 10 CyT1, COTBOPUB
co0i napanenbHuii cBiT. He BUKJIIOUHO,
LI0 y CBOEMY XKUTTI (M1 pajjiie y CBOiX
MIpPKYBaHHSIX ), BiH JILJIMB JIFOfIeid HA TIeBHI
KaCTH: 3 TUM BapTO LIOCh MATH JIO /iijIa, a
3 TUM — Hi ... TakK 1 IpoXKuB CBIN BIK.

[TpuTya onoaijiae, WO MiCIsi CMEPTI
Oaray novyas nNoTpedyBaTH 30JIMKEHHS
13 Jlazapem: «Ot4e ABpaame, 3MUITYiCS
HaJIi MHOO, nonun Jlazapst Hexai
YMOUHTB y BOJLY KiHEllb MAJIbLIS CBOTO 11
MPOXOJIOAUTD SI3UK Mii» (JIK 16,24)...

Le, Burisigae, 1y>Ke MOKa30BUI

NPUKJIAJL JIJ1s1 HALIOTO MOBCSIK/IEHHOTO
XKUTTSL. AJUKe HEpijIko OyBae, HalpuKJay,
TaK, IO Ti Y4Hi, SIKMX KOIUCH BUNTE B
LIKOJI BBAXKAJIU HE3IApaMU, SIKUX «HaBITh
HEMA YOro Ha ypOKax 0Ch NMUTATH, 00
1110 BOHO CKaxke», 3 yacoM (a bor me
1l «BMi€» TaK 3poOUTH!) CTAHYTh 1M Y
npurofi... OTxe, BCe MIHSIETBCS 3 YAaCOM,
ctae Ha cBoi Micug. Cripasa B TiM, L0,
notpeda B 1HIIIH JIFO[UHI — 1I€ 1y>Ke TOHKA
«MaTepisi», 9Ky HEMOXKJIMBO BUMIPSITU
Harnepey| IKUMOCh KPUTEPIsIMU,, aJ[Ke
SKUTTS - e TaEMHULS. ToMy 371e Kou
MU IOTpeOyeMO 0coO0y JuiLIe 3a i1 IKOCTI,
a TuM naue i3uyHi, BUiUMi. Takum,
1O CYTi, € PUTM, 1 CTUJIb MUCJIEHHSI
Cy4YacCHOI0 CyCMiJIbCTBA, KOTPE 4acTO
UIHUATD JIFOJIMHY JIMLIE 32 1I0Ch, 1[0 BOHA
Tenep Mae.
Ta nputya onosijae, 1O

«nepcnekTuBu» O6arava i Jlazaps nicaust
iX CMEPTI paJUKAJIbHO 3MIHIOIOTHCS:
BUJIUMUI YCIIX YU HEYCMIX OIHOTO
1 Ipyroro NepeTBOPOIOTHCS Y CBOKO
NPOTUJIEXKHICTD. | 11e He IMBHO, ajixKe
XpucToBa 6/1aroBiCTb Ma€ 30BCIM 1HIIIL
KPUTEPIT 100 yCHixXy, ycrimHocTi. i
MOHSATTS] Y XPUCTUSIHCTBI ACOL[IFOIOTHCS,
HacamIiepes, i3 MOCTYNOM y JyXOBHOMY
»xutTi. [Ipyra monmTsa BipHux y JliTyprii
HNoana 30510TOYyCTOrO 11€ AY>KE SIBHO
nifkpecioe: «lapyii ke boxke 1 ThMm,
LI0 MOJISITHCS 3 HAMM YCIIIX Y XKUTTI i
BIpI 1 lyXOBHOMY po3yMiHHI». OTxe,
YCHILIHICTb XUTTS NOJISITA€ y 0ro

lyXOBHOMY PO3yMiHHi. BOHO MOYHeTBCsE
TOJIi, KOJIU B OJIMSKHBOMY MOOAYMMO
o6pa3 boxkwuii. ..

o. Crenan YrpuH



ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
by John G. Panagiotou

If you want to know the spiritual state and strength of a church, just look at its stewardship report.

What do Jesus, the Bible, and the Church
Fathers say about Tithing and Giving to God?

“Where your treasure is there will your
heart be also.”’

These words of Jesus have resonated
within the hearts of people for two thousand
years. What was Jesus talking about? What
do Jesus, the Bible, and the Church Fathers
have to say about tithing and giving to God?

The Scriptures have no less than 2,350
verses having to do with money and money
management. Jesus speaks about money and
money management more than any other topic
including heaven, hell, salvation etc. The topic
is very important for the Christian life.

In an often misquoted verse, St. Paul the
Apostle writes,

“the love of money is the root of all
evil” ?

St. Paul teaches that our Lord realizes
that we have needs to meet in order to
live and to carry out His work. God is,
however, a jealous God and demands our
full commitment with nothing else taking
precedence over His Lordship in our lives.
That is why the Apostle Paul warns his first
century Greek congregation that the love of
money is evil.

All that we have is on loan from God. It
is all gift. What we do with our time, talent,
and treasures will have to be given account
of on the last day. This was the great sin
of disobedience by Adam in the Garden of
Eden. He abused his gift of stewardship.
King Solomon who was the richest and
wisest man of all time, expressed his feeling
of the emptiness of materialism apart from
God when he said,

1 Matthew 6:21
2 1st Timothy 6:10

“vanity of vanities, it is all a bubble that
bursts” .

In the book of Genesis, the mysterious
paradigmatic priest of priests Melchizedek
appears to perform one task alone: to collect
the tithe from Abraham and to thus confer
a blessing upon him on behalf of the Lord.?
This clearly shows that Abraham in his
righteousness before God gave of his first
fruits (his best fruits) unto the Lord and in
turn was blessed. This is precisely what God
is calling us to do. We as believers are each
called upon to give sacrificially of our best
resources first and God will take care of the
rest as He did with Father Abraham.

As individuals, when we become burdened
with a mindset of materialism (i.e. non-
stewardship focused giving) we become
slaves to our wealth instead of our wealth
becoming our servants for the promotion of
God’s Kingdom. This clearly is not the way
that God intended it to be. Inevitably, we
squanderer the gifts of our resources. Then a
multitude of other problems emerge namely
the bondage of debt. For truly, as the Preacher
teaches in Ecclesiastes and Proverbs,

“the borrower is a slave to the lender” *

All of these principles not only apply to
the individual Christian, but to the life of a
congregation as well. Jesus is clear in the
New Testament when He says that He would
build and grow the Church and that the task
at hand for believers is to make disciples who
are followers of Jesus amongst the nations.
That is what the core culture of a parish and
diocese should be all about. That is what
the ultimate focus of any and all monetary
collections should be about. As the late great

3 Genesis 14:18-20
4 Proverbs 22:7



Orthodox theologian Georges Florovsky
would write on the matter:

The primary task of the historical Church

is the proclamation of another world “to
come.” The Church bears witness to the New
Life, disclosed and revealed in Christ Jesus,
the Lord and Saviour. This it does both by
word and deed. The true proclamation of the
Gospel would be precisely the practice of this
New Life: to show faith by deeds (cf. Matt.
5:16). The Church is more than a company
of preachers, or a teaching society, or a
missionary board. It has not only to invite
people, but also to introduce them into this
New Life, to which it bears witness.

It is a missionary body indeed, and its
mission field is the whole world. But the
aim of its missionary activity is not merely
to convey to people certain convictions or
ideas, not even to impose on then a definite
discipline or a rule of life, but first of all
to introduce them into the New Reality, to
convert them, to bring them through their
faith and repentance to Christ Himself,
that they should be born anew in Him and
into Him by water and the Spirit. Thus the
ministry of the Word is completed in the
ministry of the Sacraments.’

If you want to know the spiritual state
and strength of a church, just look at its
stewardship report. Invariably, it tells it all
because what people do with their money
speaks volumes. We make disciples by giving
people Jesus through preaching, teaching,
the sacramental life, the liturgical life and
outreach ministries. It is to this end that our
giving should be focused. If the ekklesia will
do its job, Jesus has promised to be faithful
and do His. Sacrificial giving for the Christian
is not an option, but a joyful obligation. St.
John Chrysostom in the 4th century speaks of
this joyful obligation in his book On Wealth
and Poverty when he writes that the Christian
owns nothing because God owns everything.®

5 Florovsky, Georges, “The Church: Her Nature and
Task™ appeared in volume 1 of the Universal Church in
God’s Design (S.C .M. Press, 1948).

6  Chrysostom, Saint John, On Wealth and Poverty

The ecclesial ministry in its essence is not
about buildings, budgets, and bodies. The
model that we ought to follow is that the
Church should be viewed first and foremost
as the family of God, not just as another
corporation or business. When that happens,
the Bible tells us that inevitably God’s
presence and blessing can be seen manifest
in the local eucharistic community because
its focus is on Jesus the Author of our
salvation. It is then when we see the fullness
of the Faith express itself, not only in the
transformation of the elements into the Body
and Blood of Christ, but when the celebrant
and those worshipers present are transfigured
into the Body of Christ as well.

With these things in mind, proper
Christian stewardship for individuals and
congregations should include the following
four principles: 1) the glorification of God
should be the focus; 2) giving should be
sacrificial; 3) giving should be of the best of
the first fruits of one’s resources; and 4) debt
has no place in this paradigm.

If you would incorporate these four
principles of economics into your lives and
the life of your congregation, the Lord has
promised to do mighty, mighty works in
your life and in the lives of all around you. A
proper understanding of stewardship is not a
luxury in our private life as a Christian and
in our collective life as the Ekklesia. For us
to be be truly “called out from the world” as
the word ekklesia connotes, is to take up the
mantle and responsibility of stewardship and
all that it entails.

John G. Panagiotou is a graduate of St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and
Wheeling Jesuit University.

[trans.] (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary
Press, 1984).



SporticisM: THE TRUE AMERICAN RELIGION

I want to clarify something before I even go a single
letter further as I know how passionate Americans are
for their sports. As a youngster, I was a massive bas-
ketball and Bulls fan. It became a common occurrence
for my family and I (sic) to rearrange events based on
the Bulls schedule—a schedule that was proudly at-
tached to the front of the refrigerator so as to be viewed
and reviewed easily. And my participation within this
mass-media-driven culture extended far beyond the
television screen. I owned/wore various baseball caps
with the Bulls logo/colors on them; slept on a bed with
sheets and pillow coverings from the movie SPACE
JAM (starring Michael “His Airness” Jordan); prac-

suffered. The dramatic exit of Michael, as well as the
very palpable effect it had upon the team, proved to me,
beyond a shadow of doubt, how illusory this world—a
world I had become so thoroughly engrossed in that it
rivaled the “real” world beyond —was. It didn’t matter
how much I yelled at the screen, rooting for the Bulls
to continue with their in-game streak; it never affected
the outcome. It didn’t matter how many stats I memo-
rized; it didn’t affect the sub-par players/coaches they
chose. It didn’t matter what card set I had completed;
it became considered worthless, arbitrarily, in the next
month’s trade magazine for any number of reasons.

And these jaundiced set

ticed dunking and shooting
on a small Orlando Magic
wall-mounted hoop and
ball set (a Bulls version was

New American Religions...
#1 Sporticism

of eyes has watched in hor-
ror and disgust at the twisted
marriage of “state” and “en-
terprise”; “commercialism”

simply impossible to find)
that hung over my bed; and
so on. However, no avenue
of merchandising showed
my dedication to the sport
as prominently or mag-
nificently than trading card
collecting. Once or twice a
week you could find me at
the trading card shop—the
one that existed on Mil-
waukee Ave.—either buy-
ing new packs of cards in
the hopes of getting some
that I desperately needed to
complete a set and/or pick-
ing up the newest issue of
a trading-card value maga-
zine.

Sunday Liturgy: Sunday Game
Saints & Apostles: Coaches &
players
Scriptures: Team Statistics
Vestments: Team colors & gear
Holy day: Opening game day
Relics: Signed memorabilia
Pilgrimage: Super Bowl
Mardi Gras: Half-time
Devotional Statues: mascot
toys & player action figures
Liturgical chant: Team
anthem
Jihad: Street riots

When men stop
worshipping God, they
substitute something else
in His place.

and “patriotism” that has
become indicative at many
mainstream sport events.
However, in an effort to
extend an olive-branch (of
sorts) to my athletic brothers
and sisters; I do understand
the importance sports may
play in your respective lives.
I am more than well-aware
that many pivotal moments
in a person’s life might re-
volve, directly or indirectly,
around sports; whether as
mere spectators or active
participants. But I implore
you to study, momentarily
but earnestly, why you as-
sociate yourself and/or your

Furthermore, as some-
one with a weakened im-

_ G K. Chesterton family with a sport/team. |
encourage you to explore

mune system, mostly due
to limited mobility and what have you rather than a
direct result of my disease itself, I often found my-
self in the hospital dealing with a case of pneumonia.
On one such occasion, a doctor/pediatrician came to
check-in on me, and the conversation quickly leaped
onto sports. To make a long story short, he ended up
giving me several basketball cards from his private col-
lection despite barely knowing me. The reason I bring
up such a caveat is to show that in spite of all my real
troubles, I could still make the effort to (enthusiasti-
cally) discuss sports. And, yet, this idyllic world came
to an abrupt and troubling end when Jordan, officially
and finally, left “the sport he loved”. Although I tried
sticking with the team afterwards; this was an effort in
futility given the depths to which their game-playing

whether the sport world you
find yourself bowing in supplication to is, truly, worth
your blessed time or if it could be better utilized. I ask
you if that sport game is truly worth rushing out of
Church service, as if your house is on fire, simply for a
fleeting moment or two of joy instead of thanking Christ
for the knowledge that you could go quench your thirst
for base delight but instead choose Him over other en-
ticements. As [ write and review this post, I realize that,
like others, I am, essentially, preaching a message of
moderation. We live in such a world that likes to force
us into extremes that I merely want people to find a true
source of happiness rather than ones pre-packaged and
sold to us with false promises and vacant smiles.

— Michael Wojciechowski



WHAT 15 A FIRST-PORTION GIVER?
A First-Portion Giver is a believer who offers a first-portion of his time, talent, and
financial resources out of grateful recognition of the fact that all he has, he holds in trust from God.

\
A First Portion Giver offers a A First Portion Giver offers a A First Portion Giver offers a
first portion of his time. first portion of his talent. first portion of his treasure.
“Let us spur one another on  “There are different kinds of gifts, = “Concerning the collection

toward love and good deeds.  but the same Spirit. There are  for the saints..., on the first
Let us not give up meeting  different kinds of service, but the = day of the week, each one of
together, as some are in the  same Lord. There are different  you should set aside a sum of
habit of doing. But let us  kinds of working, but the same  money in proportion to the

encourage one another...” God works all of them in all men.”  income God has given you...”
Hebrews 10:24-25 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 1 Corinthians 16:2
Sunday offering for October 15 PARISH CQM\] ITTEES
Amount  Number FiNnaNcE COMMITTEE:
$5.00 b) Myra Heltsley
$20.00 3 (1 loose) Stephen Hojsan
%ﬁg 88 % Maria Hughes
$5000 1 , .
$75.00 2 . o P\ST()RH: C()[ﬂ\(JL.
$105.00 1 Vladimir Bachynsky
$520.00 Olena Bankston
- ' Gabriel Espedal
Parishioner Total: $520.00 Mark H artman
Average / parish household (43): $6.67 Luke Miller
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00
Deficit: <$1,680.00> STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING) COMMITTEE:

Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

SocIAL COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Michael Miller
Ol{:fa Miller

Lubomyra Yoldas



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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