


. October 29,2017

u TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
THE VENERABLE MARTYR ANASTASIA THE ROMAN;
OUR VENERABLE FATHER ABRAMIUS, ARCHIMANDRITE OF THE EPIPHANY MONASTERY, WONDERWORKER OF ROSTOV

TonE 4

HEDULE OF SERVICES FOR

TOBER - VEMBER

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 — OUR VENERABLE FATHER JOANNICIUS THE GREAT;
THE HoLy MARTYRS NICANDER, BISHOP OF MYRA, AND HERMAS, PRIEST
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy + Carol Morris (1st anniversary); req: Michael Morris
6:00 PM — Great Vespers (satifies Sunday obligation)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 — TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST;
THE HoLy MARTYRS GALACTEON AND EPISTEME, HIS WIFE

8:45 AM - Divine Praises

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners

There will be a rummage sale on Saturday, November
11 to benefit the parish. We are already accepting
donations. Volunteers are needed.

You can bring items after Liturgy or you can contact Olena
Bankston at (619) 567-6967 to schedule a time to drop off
your donations.

God is the source of every virtue, as
the sun is of daylight.
— St Mark the Ascetic, On the Spiritual Law

COMPULSIVELY-LATE CHURCH GOERS!

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

ENDS NOVEMBER 5th

“WE AS A CHURCH DESCENDED FROM
THE MISSION OF THE SLAVIC APOSTLES
CYRIL AND METHODIUS - GREAT
TRANSLATORS OF THE SCRIPTURE AND
LITURGY — HAVE AN EXTRAORDINARY
MISSION ~ TO  CONTINUE  THIS
TRADITION SO WE MAY PRAY PROPERLY
AND PROFOUNDLY IN ENGLISH, IN
SPANISH, IN PORTUGUESE, IN CHINESE,
IN UKRAINIAN. THAT IS WHY THE
QUESTION OF INCULTURATION IS VERY
IMPORTANT. IN UKRAINE AS WELL,
BECAUSE | THINK THAT THE MODERN
UKRAINIAN PERSON OFTEN DOES NOT
UNDERSTAND THE OLD, OUTWORN
WORDS, AND THEY HAVE TO BE
PRESENTED IN A NEW WAY. ONE BOY
FROM THE PROVINCE OF MISIONES
TOLD ME THIS: “YOU KNOW, BISHOP,
IF THE CHURCH IS A MUSEUM THAT
PRESERVES VERY WELL THE CULTURAL
ARTIFACTS OF THE PAST, THEN ONE
CAN VISIT IT ONCE A YEAR, LIKE EVERY
OTHER MUSEUM; BUT TO LIVE IN A
MUSEUM... NO THANKS.” SO WE WANT
OUR CHURCH TO BE ALIVE AND ABLE
TO GIVE THIS."

- PATRIARCH SVIATOSLAV




baarociioBu Hami BXOAM i BUXOOU

OpHa 13 MOJIMTOB CBSILLICHUKA HA BEYIPH1
- IepLIoMy GOroCI Ty KiHHI Y Bi3aHTIICBKOMY
0Opsi/l - 3ByUUTb HACTYITHUM YMHOM: “‘baaeuti
uonosikoooue Llapro, akuii 6.aazoca06us yce,
moaumocs Tobi pesHo cepuem COKpyueHHUM
[ OYXOM CMUPEHHUM, ODAAROCAOBU 8XO0U HAULL
i suxoou, Xpucme, icmunnuii boxce naw, 60
npuwecms Teoe i so3uwecmsi, | RPOXCUMMs
3 H00bMU OAAOCAOBEHHE 3A6MHCOU, HUHI |
nosecakvac, [ Ha 6iKu 6ikie. AmiHb.”

st MOMTBA CTABUTH JITYPriiiHy MOJIUTBY
IIEPKBU Y KOHTEKCT >KUTTH Icyca Xpucra,
Horo 6;1aroc/IoBEHHOTO i 6J1arolaTHOro
nepeOyBaHHs MiXK JirofbMu. I cnipasyi, yest, a
30KpeMa, BI3aHTINCbKA JIITYPrisi HE Ma€ 1HILOTO
NPU3HAYEHHS HJ}K CBIII‘ICHHSI PO MpPUXiJ Y, CBIT
Xpucra, Horo “xoftinust” 3, /mojiemu, 1po Horo
BifIXif1, sikmit ynpucy B Moro 5k HaBiki yepes
cxoppkentst Cesitoro Jlyxa Ha LIEpKBY Y JIeHb
I srTpecs . .HlTypl"H/IHl BXO/U 1 BUXOU
LEPKBHU HA YOJIi 13 JITYPrifiHMM NPEICTOSTENEM
€ peanbHuM CUMBOAOM TIPUXOlY XPHCTa B CBIT
1 Moro “xopiHHs” 3 IFOABMU TYT 1 TENEP.

JIiTyprisi ApeBHIX KaTepalbHUX LEPKOB
€pycamumy i KoHcranTuHOnons nepefasana
L0 CIIACUTEJIbHY BICTKY Yepe3 KOXKHE CBOE
JiTypriiHe 6orocmysxinns. HesanesxHo
BiJI TOro, 41 TO boxxecTBeHHa JIlTyprlsl un
BEYIPHS UM YTPEHS1, UM HaBITh T.3B. “‘MaJl
yacu’, y JaBHIX JITYPridiHUX OOrOCTy>KIHHSX
LMX KaTeAp-3aCHOBHUKIB Cy4acHOT
BI3aHTINCHKOT TPa/IMLLii BOHKU 000B’A3KOBO
nepejibavan ypourncTi BXOAU (SIK MPaBUIIO
J1Ba - MMM 1 BEJIMUKWUIA) 1 YPOUMCTUI BUXIJL
3 Xpamy NpejcTosiTeNs 13 LepkBoto. Llepksa
3ycTpiyalla ENMMCKONA YU CBSILLEHUKA SIK
camoro XpucTa (36i0cu nicHecnieu Aauays,

Boz 'ocnoow sisuecs nam, baaxcen myxnc

uy €ournopoonuii Cury), 3 aum/Hum, 5K 3
XpucToM, BOHA BXOJIUIIA Y XpaM (5K ye 6ce uje
€ y uuni apxuepeiicbkoi Jlimypeir), ioro BoHa
NPOBOJKAJIA Y CBATUIIMILLE - 00pa3 HEOECHUX
obuTeeii - pazom i3 HuM/Hum Tam Monmnach
nepe mpecTosioM BeeBuiHbLoro, pa3oM i3
HM/HuM Buxopiasia i3 HepKBH Y CBIT, y Miclie,
Ky ['ocriosib nocnas ii TBOpUTH BCe, 1110 Bin
TBOPUB.

Xpaum crpuiMaiii sik IKOHy nepeOyBaHHst
uepkBr y Xprcti. XOiHHsI BCSPE/WHI LIEPKBH
BKa3yBaJIO Ha 1i 3aBJlaHHsl XOAUTH y XPUCTI,
TIPOTIOBI/lyBaTH Morg eBanresie y CBiTi,
JUJIMTUCH 13 CBITOM Horo 6J1ar0;1aTH1/IMI/I
fiapamu yepes TaiHcTBa, Floro Mupom, sikuit
NOXO/IUT 13 HEOEC, Bijl TIPECTOIY , Ha sIKOMY BiH
CHJIUTB Pa3oM 3 OTueM 1 Hyxom. Came Tomy
LIEPKBA 1 MOJIMIIACK ITPO OJIArOCJIOBEHHSI BXO/IIB
1 BUXOfiB. BoHM 611argciioBeHHi TOf1, KO MU
xomumo y Xpucti, y Moro  MUDI.

Ha »anb, Hatlia JIiTyprist nepeskuiia BB
NaJIECTUHCHKOTO MOHAILIECTBA, /IyXOBICTh
SIKOrO He OyJ1a JlyXOBICTIO BXOJIIB 1 BUXOIIB.
Bono B3araji TsKiso 10 6€3CTpacHOCTi, 10
BIJICYTHOCTI MeTYIHi. BXif i BUXij1 3a Mexi
BJIACHUX CHJILHOT, Y CBIT, HE OYB 0COOJIMBOIO
YECHOTOIO LIMX CIOMISAAILHIX MOHAXIB.
CTOsiHHS1, HaBITh CTOBITHULITBO, 4 HE XOJIHHS
OyJio iJIeaJIOM ix tyxoBHOro >kuTTs. Came B
iX ycraBax 3’sIBJISIFOTBCS| BEUIPHI G€3 BXOJIIB 1
6e3 BuxojtiB. HasiTh Ge3 YUACTi CBSILLCHIKA,
0co0M y sIKiil XprUCTOC TATHCTBEHHO JIi€ Yepe3
ocobmBy Gsarogatb CBO€ET MPUCYTHOCTI (TOP.
KoncTuryist mpo cBsTy JiTyprito, 7).

J171s1 napoXisyIbHUX 1 KaTelpajibHUX LIEPKOB
TaKa JITYpPrisi CIpUiManach Ou K aaimypeilita.
€nrckon Yu CBALIEHNK, SIKUI HE BXOJUTD Yy
CasITIINLLIS, He Mir Gu Oy TH IKOHORO XpHcTa-
Apxuepest, 60 ApXuepen yBIfLIOB i YBIALIOB
came 13 3106paHoi Hum 1iepksu y HeGecHe
CBSITWJIMLLE.

LlepkBa, sika 3aMUKAETLCS 1 HEPYXOMO
CTOITh BIJI [IOYATKY 1 /10 KIHI[SL y Xpami He
BiINOBijaTa 6 MOKJIMKAHHIO, SIKMM MOKJIMKAB
ii Xpuctoc: “loimb i HaBUiTH yCi Hapoy,
xpecTsum ix B iM’st Otiigt, 1 CuHa, 1 CsiToro
Hyxa”. Bxoiu i BUX0/i1 IEPKBU CaMe TOMY
11 61arocJI0BEHH1, 00 € IKOHOIO Ti JKUTTSI,




11 IIEBOCTI, 11 3aBJjaHHs1 pOOUTH XpuUcTa
NPUCYTHIM Y CBITI, IKMI XO4€ CIACTUCS.
JloHeaBHa 6araTo roBOpUIIOCs Mpo HeGe3neKu
“marvHizanil’ yi “BizaHTuHI3ZaLi0”. Bee x
JI71s1 TTTMOMHHOTO PO3YMiHHS JIITYprii HabaraTo
HeOe3MeYHIIION € TiopuM3allisi NapoXiaIbHUX
1 MOHAIIIMX 6OrOCITY>KIHb, SIKa MPU3BEA JI0
CTBOPEHHSI 0COOJIMBO HEOE3MEeUHOro MOKpyya
- anez2opuyHux (y CeHCi HeCnpPAasHCHIX) BXOJIIB 1
BUXO/IB. BHacniiok wi€1 riopuam3ariii ikOHOO
LEepKBU nepecTasna 6yTu cama Liepksa. Bona
PO3ILIAIACH HA “TTyXOBEHCTBO 1 “‘MUpsIH”.
Ha cBiT 605kecTBEHHMIT, 0OMEXKEHNIT COJIEEIO
Ta CBIT MUPCBKHIA, 3 IKOTO OCTaTOYHO
NpuOpaIi HABITH AMBOH - TOpY OJIAKEHCTB, 3
SIKOI MPONOBiye XpUCTOC. 3 aMBOHY OliibLIe
HE YMTal0Th ANOCTOJA 1 HE BUTOJIOUIYIOTh
NPOKiIMEeHIB, X0ua 11ie HeflaBHoO (y 1639 poui 6
cayanceonuxy Ilempa Mozuau ye wie €) came
3BI/ITH TIPOTIOBIlYBa/IM Y KMIBCHKIil MUTPOMIOJIT.
Bxomu i BUX0/1 Cy4acHoi JTyprii € pajiie
00x00amu NiBOT YacTUHU iKOHocTacy. Huni y
LIO/IEHHOMY GOrociTy>KiHHI OpaKkye BUUMOT
€[IHOCTI, IKOHM ETHOCTI XpuCTa i Horo LEPKBH.
(@:111195171¢ Bm CaMoro Iovarky “B Heo61”
CBSITWJIMILLQ, BIPHI, HATOMICTB, YHACITI/TyBaIIi
YACTKY CBITY - XpaM BIPHUX - , /0 SIKOI
CBSILLCHUK,, SIKUIA € IKOHOO XPHCTA, TPAKTUIHO
He CXO/UTh. e € HACTII/IKOM KaxJIMBOro
npouecy KJIepI/IKaJIISaIIII y uepKBl Homny y Hilt
BCEPE/IMHI Ha “TyXOBHUX " 1 “MUpCchKUX”. Came
TOMY OfJVH 13 TIIOHEPIB CYYaCHOT'O JIITYPriliHOrO
60rocJioB’st, 0.XyaH MaTeoc HaroJouryBaB
Ha HEOOXI[HOCTI BiIHAWJICHHSI TAPOXisUTLHOTO
TUIY GOrOCITy>KiHb, BBAXKAIOUH 1Ie IEPBUHHUM
3aBJIaHHSIM JIITYPriiHOro 60rocsioB’s Ta
TIEPE/lyMOBOFO OHOBIICHHSI JKUTTSI LICPKBH.
Y CBOIX NIPOrPaMHIIX JISKLIISIX TIPO iCTOPIFO
BI3aHTIMCHKOI JIITYPrii BiH 0COOJIMBO
HAroJIoUIyBaB Ha TOMY, 11100 BiTHOBUTHU
BrpaveHe ocepyist Jlityprii Criosa - aMBOH
TMOCEPEWHI XPaMy BIPHUX - CIyILHO BBAXKAKOUM
¥iOro MiCLIEM, Y SIKOMY HEMA€ BUIIMOT
PI3HULI MK KJIIMPOM Ta BIPHUMU, OCKUTLKI
BC1 NOTPeOyIOTh OUMILIEHHSI 1 epeBipKU cede
CnoBom Boxum:
“OOHUM BANCAUBUM NYHKMOM €

cniavHoma sk yine, aka cayxae Caoso boxce

.. [Lnamgpopma nocepeouri yepkau, uio
HA3UBAEMbCA AMBOH, ADO 8IMA, HABKOAO0

AKOT CMOAMU 100U, OONOMAAAA CIMBOPUMIUL
CNIALHOMY MINC BIDHUMU MA KAUPOM. ...
Jlimypeis xoue nooamu Ham 8arcAu8y HaAyKy
npo me, wo 8 Yili NO4amKOo8Iiil YacCmuHi 6ci,
He3aAeHCHO 810 OOCMOTHCMBA YU OMPUMAHUX
CBAUEHD, € PIBHUMIU CNOCOBHO OCOOUCMOT
nompeou nosuarHsa ca08om boxcum ma
OUULUEHHA Nepeo NOYAMKOM 8EAUUHO0
maincmea eexapucmitinoi aepmeu. Came
mMomy 0esaKi Cmapi OOKYMEeHmMU 8KA3yHMmb,
WO ENUCKON 00AAE AMYPRIUHULL 0052 AUULE
HA OCBAUCHHSL, KO KAUPUKU BCIYNAIONb 00
CEAMUAULYA K BUOPAHI CAYHCUMEN, NICAS
MOo20, AK CNOBHUAOCA Ue OUULUEHHA.”

Humni, sk HiKOM, MU TOTPEOyeEMO
MOBEPHEHHS JIO JIPKEPET MapOXIisNIbHOTO TUITY
6OroCIy>KiHb, IO OCMUCJIEHHSI IOTO TIEPBICHIX
opM Ta 6OroCIOBCHKUX aKIEHTIB. BibIIicTh
BIPHUX HE >KMBE B MOHACTUPSIX CMOJISIIATILHOIO
TUITY , BOHU HE 3aKPUBAIOTHLCS Y TyCTEIbHUX
obwurensix cB.CaBu, BOHU JKUBYTh Y CBITI,

SIKHV TIparHe noGauuTH ¥ HUX Biy[3ePKaJICHHSI
JUTYPriiHOrO XpI/ICTOBOFO CBlTJIa 11010 BXifl
y, Hatie >KuTTst, Floro “XoniHHsT” 3 IepKBOIO,
Horo Buxin nosa Mexi Xpamy, y CBIT, SIKUIA
Bin criac cBOiM “XOJIHHAM” 3 HAMU. Came
TOMY BaXKJIMBi IOJIEHH] GJ1arOCIIOBEHHsI
HAILMX BXOJIiB 1 BUXO/IIB, BAXKJIMBE BIYYTTSI
I/Ioro TPUCYTHOCTI MK HAMH, SIKE MOXKE
JUTYPridHO IaTH HaM PEJICTOsTE b, KU

He BIjpa3y BTeye B “ropHiit Epycammm’”, a
noOyyie pa3om i3 CBOIMH B “Epycammi, SKuit
BOMBAE MPOPOKIB”, Tam, B 3eMHOMY €pycannmi,
TIPOBICTUTh EBAHTEINIE CMEPTI, OIPEOEHHS i
Bockpecinnsi XpucToBoro, sike BiIKpuBae Ham
“ropHiit €pycamum”, poOUTh HAC YUYaCHUKaAMU
CITLHOTH CBSITHX.

Cnoci0 1aBHBOTO KaTepabHOrO 3BEPILEHHS
niTypriﬁme Gorocity>KiHb 36€piFC$I y Hac Ha
T.3B. “€PYCATMMCBKII YTPEHi”, I€ CBAILEHUKM
MOJIISITLCS PA30M i3 BIDHUMU CH/ITIM NIEPET
TETPAIOJIOM, Ha SIKOMY PO3NPYCTEPTA IKOHA
uepksu - Tina Xpucrosoro i Mloro xwurrs,
sike BiH 3a Hac BijgaB. TakuM ynHOM Majia 0
BIJIOyBAaTUCh KOJKHA yTPEHsl 1 BEYIPHsI, a TAKOXK
1 IITYprisl y HAllIUX Xpamax.



Bless our goings and our comings

One of the priest’s prayers in the evening
- the first liturgy in the Byzantine rite - is as
follows: “O gracious King, You love mankind
and bless all things. With contrite heart and
humble spirit we pray to You, Christ our true
God, to bless our going and coming. For Your
coming and dwelling among us and Your going
are blessed always, now and ever and unto the
ages of ages. Amen.”

This prayer places the church’s liturgical
prayer 1n the context of the life of Jesus Christ,
His blessed and merciful incarnation among
men. Indeed, all liturgies, and in particular, the
Byzantine liturgy has no other purpose than the
testimony of the coming to the world of Christ,
of his “walking” with men, of His Ascension,
which made Him present to us forever through
the descent of the Holy Spirit to the church on
the day of Pentecost. The liturgical entrances
and exits, led by the liturgical celebrant, are a
real symbol of Christ’s coming into the world
and his “walking” with people here and now.

The liturgy of the ancient Cathedral churches
of Jerusalem and Constantinople passed on this
message of salvation through every liturgical
action. Regardless of whether it was the Divine
Liturgy or Vespers or Matins, or even the so-
called “Divine Praises,” in ancient liturgical
worship of these cathedrals, (founders of the
modern Byzantine tradition), they necessarily
envisaged solemn entrances (usually two - little
and great) and a solemn exit from the temple
of the celebrant with the church (faithful).

The Church met a bishop or priest as Christ
Himself (hence the songs of Alleluia, the Lord
has appeared to us, Blessed is the man or Only
Begotten Son); with the celebrant, as with

Christ, she entered the temple (as it is still in
the rank of the hierarchical liturgy); the faithful
accompanied the celebrant to the sanctuary -
the image of heavenly abode - with them, He
prayed there before the throne of the Almighty,
with them, He left the church to the world,

to the place where the Lord sent the church
(faithful) to do all that He did.

The temple was perceived as an icon of the
church’s life in Christ. Walking inside the
church pointed to her mission of walking in
Christ, preaching His gospel in the world,
sharing with the world His gracious gifts
through the sacraments, His peace coming
from heaven, from the throne on which He sits
with the Father and the Spirit. That is why the
church prayed for the blessing of entrances and
exits. They are blessed when we walk in Christ,
in His peace.

Unfortunately, our liturgy fell under the
influence of Palestinian monasticism, whose
spirituality did not include entrances and exits.
It generally tended to be detached, lacking any
movement. The entrance and exit beyond the
limits of their own communities, into the world,
was not a special virtue of these contemplative
monks. Standing, even sitting on a pillar, and
not walking, was the ideal of their spiritual life.
It is in their charter that at vespers there are
no entrances and no exits. Even without the
participation of a priest, the person in whom
Christ 1s ordinarily present through the special
grace of His ordination (eg the Constitution on
the Holy Liturgy, 7).

For parish and cathedral churches, such a
liturgy would be perceived as aliturgical. A
bishop, or a priest who is not in the sanctuary,
could not have been the icon of Christ the
Highpriest, for the Pontiff came in and entered
into the midst of the people He had gathered in
the heavenly sanctuary.

A people that is locked up and motionless
from the beginning and end in the temple
would not be in accordance with the
commission that Christ gave her: “Go and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hol
Spirit.” The entrances and exits of the churc
are therefore blessed because they are an



icon of her life, of her effectiveness, of her
task of making Christ present in the world
that wants to be saved. Until recently, many
talked about the dangers of “Latinization”

or “Byzantinization”. Yet for the in-depth
understanding of the liturgy, the hybridization
of the parish and monastic worship is much
more problematic, which has led to the creation
of particularly alarming twists - allegorical

(in the sense of false) entrances and exits.

As a result of this hybridization, the church
itself ceased to be the church’s icon. She was
divided into “clergy” and “laity”. The clergy’s
world is divine, bounded by the solea, and the
laity’s realm, from which even the amvon was
removed - that mountain of the Beatitudes
from which Christ preached. The epistle

and prokimenon are no longer read from the
amvon, although not long ago (in 1639, i still
existed in the office of Petro Mohyla) it was
from there that they preached in the Kyivan
Metropolis. The entrances and exits of the
modern liturgy are rather just a “roundabout™
from the left part of the iconostasis. Today,

in the daily worship, there is a lack of visible
unity, icons of the unity of Christ and His
Church. The priest from the very beginning is
“in the heavens” of the sanctuary, the faithful,
instead, inherited a part of the world - the
temple of the faithful - to which the priest,
who is the icon of Christ, practically does visit.
This is the result of the unfortunate process of
clericalization in the church, the division into
it within the “spiritual” and “secular”. That is
why one of the pioneers of modern liturgical
theology, Fr. Juan Mateos emphasized the
need to restore the parish type of worship,
considering it the primary task of liturgical
theology and a prerequisite for the renewal

of the church’s life. In his lectures on the
history of the Byzantine liturgy, he especially
emphasized the restoration of the lost core

of the Liturgy of the Word - an amvon in

the middle of the faithful’s temple - rightly
considering it a place in which there is no
apparent difference between the clergy and the
faithful, since everyone needs to be cleansed
and tested by the Word of God :

“One important point is the community as
a whole that listens to the Word of God ... The
platform in the middle of the church, called
the amvon, around which the people stood,
helped create a community between the faithful
and the clergy. ... The liturgy wants to teach
us an important lesson that in this initial part
of the liturgy, all, regardless of the dignity
or ordination received, are equal in terms of
the personal need of teaching through the
word of God and purification before the great
sacrament of the eucharistic sacrifice begins.
That is why some of the old documents indicate
that the bishop wears liturgical clothing
only for the consecration, when clergy enter
the sanctuary as chosen servants, after the
completion of this purification.”

Today, as never before, we need to return to
the sources of the parish type of worship, to
comprehend its original forms and theological
emphases. Most of the faithful do not live in
contemplative monasteries, they do not live
close to the desert monasteries of St. Sava,
they live in a world that desires to see the
reflection of the liturgical life - of Christ’s
Light, its entrance into our lives, its “walking”
with the church, its coming out the limits of
the temple, into the world that He saved by His
“walk” with us. That is why the daily blessings
of our entrances and exits are important, an
important sense of His presence among us,
which can be liturgically given to us by a
leader who does not immediately escape into
the “Heavenly Jerusalem”, but building along
with His “Jerusalem, who kills the prophets”
in the earthly Jerusalem, to preach the Gospel
of the death, the burial and resurrection of
Christ, which opens up to us the “Heavenly
Jerusalem”, and thereby makes us members of
the community of saints.

The method of the ancient Catholic
accomplishment of liturgical worship was
preserved in our so-called “Jerusalem’s
Matins,” where the priests prays together with
the faithful while sitting together in front of
the tetrapod, on which the icon of the church is
placed - the Body of Christ and His life, which
He gave up for us. That’s how every Matins
and Vespers should look like, as well as the
liturgies in our temples.



Sunday offering for October 22

Amount
$5.00
$15.00
$17.00
$20.00
$25.00
$40.00
$50.00
$100.00
$105.00

Number

(loose)

— DO — D = DD = =

$562.00

Parishioner Total:

Visitor Total:

$442.00
$120.00

Average / parish household (43): $5.62
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1,758.00>

THE BATTLE AGAINST DESPONDENCY,

SLOTHFULNESS & WEAKNESS
WHEN THIS HAPPENS, occupy mind with
the thought of death. Come mentally to the
grave; behold there one who has been dead
four days: how he grows dark, bloated, and
gives off an intolerable foul odor, is eaten by
worms, having lost his fair appearance and
beauty. Then look in another place: here there
lie in the grave the bones of young and old, the
beautiful and the ugly; and consider: who was
fair, or ugly? Who was a faster, a continent
man, an ascetic, or a careless man? And did it
bring benefit to rich men that they had repose
and enjoyment in this world? Remember then
the endless torments of which the holy books
speak: the fire of Gehenna, the outer darkness,
the gnashing of teeth, the infernal tartarus,
the unsleeping worm. And depict to yourself
how sinners cry out there with bitter tears,
and no one delivers them. They lament and
weep over themselves, and no one has pity on
them. They sigh from the depths of the heart,
and no one has compassion on them. They
implore for help, complain about their grief,
and no one heeds them. Think how creatures,
each in its own time, unfailingly serve the
Lord their Creator. Reflect concerning the
most glorious miracles of God which have
been performed upon His slaves from the
beginning of the world, and especially of
how the Lord, having humbled Himself and
suffered for the sake of our salvation, has
benefacted and sanctified the human race;
and for all this give thanksgiving to God,
the Lover of mankind. Remember the future
endless life and the Kingdom of Heaven, the
repose and unutterable joy. Stand firm, do not
leave off the Prayer of Jesus. If you will recall
and reflect on all this, then despondency,
slothfulness and weakness will disappear, and
your soul will come to life as from the dead,
by the grace of Christ.

—St. Paisios (Velichkovsky) of Moldavia



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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