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’ November 26,2017

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OUR VENERABLE FATHER ALIPIUS THE STYLITE OF ADRIANOPOLIS;

DEeDICATION OF THE CHURCH OF THE GREAT MARTYR GEORGE, IN KIEV, BEFORE THE GATES OF ST. SOPHIA
TonE 8
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 27 — DECEMBER 3

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2

6:00 PM - Great Vespers (satifies Sunday obligation)
SuNDAY, DECEMBER 3 — TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; THE HOLY PROPHET ZEPHANIAH

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

Mark Your Calendars

On December 17 St. Nicholas will visit
our parish. Please come and greet him
and enjoy the Christmas bake-sale and
bazaar.

“The devil is no fool. He can get people feeling
about heaven the way they ought to feel about
hell. He can make them fear the means of grace
the way they do not fear sin. And he does so,
not by light but by obscurity, not by realities but
by shadows; not by clarity and substance, but
by dreams and the creatures of psychosis. And
men are so poor in intellect that a few cold chills
down their spine will be enough to keep them
from ever finding out the truth about anything.”

— Thomas Merton
(The Seven Storey Mountain)

The second collection on December 10 will be
for “Andrew’s Pence” for missionary activity
in our Ukrainian Catholic Church.  Bishop
Benedict reminds us of this opportunity to share
our abundance with those in great need in our
Church.

“Human beings are born with different
capacities. If they are free, they are not equal.
And if they are equal, they are not free.”

—Alexander Solzhenitsyn

TEN WAYS TO LOVE
1. Listen without interrupting.

Proverbs 18:13 — To answer before listening, that is
folly and shame.

2. Speak without accusing.

James 1:19 — My dear brothers and sisters, take note
of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry.

3. Give without sparing.

Proverbs 21:26 — All day long he craves for more,
but the righteous give without sparing.

4. Pray without ceasing.

Colossians 1:9 — For this reason, since the day we
heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to /ﬁ?l you with the
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives.

5. Answer without arguing.

Proverbs 17:1 — Better a dry crust with peace and
quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.

6. Share without pretending.

Ephesians 4:15 — Instead, speaking the truth in love,
we will irow to become in every respect the mature
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.

7. Enjoy without complaint.

Philippians 2:14 — Do everything without grumbling
or arguing

8. Trust without wavering.

Corinthians 13:7 — Love always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

9. Forgive without punishing.

Colossians 3:13 — Bear with each other and forgive
one another if any of you has a grievance against
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

10. Promise without forgetting.

Proverbs 13:12 — Hope deferred makes the heart
sick, but a longingfulﬁplled 1s a tree of life.



O310pOB/I€eHHA KPUBO1
Jyxka 13,10 — 17

Mopoxy mepez Piszsom My unraemo €panresie
PO KPHUBY xKiHky. 1ls posnomm, 3arpoIlye Hac
yekaTH Bijg Icyca 3BiTbHEHHS 1 0310pOBJIeHHA. Bin
— gam Cracuresnb. Uu yekaemo mu Ha Hporo?

O6pas KpHUBOI JKiHKHU /Ty>Ke IIPOMOBHUCTHI CTOCOBHO
KOXKHOTO 3 Hac, CTOCOBHO Haioi I[epKBu, a Takoxk
Hamol Kpaind, JliBaHy, 0 3 yciX CHJI HaMAaraeThCs
ITiZIBECTUCA. A ITiTHECEHH s HAIIIO1 KPaTHU TOYHMHAETHCS
3 KOKHOTO 3 Hac. IIpocimo Cesitoro /lyxa, 1100 1aB
3pO3yMITH HaM, Y YOMY IOJISITA€ Hallla XBOpoOa i K
Icyc BrUTIKOBYE HAC Bif Hel.

Mu ckopueHi, KoJid 3aMUKaEMocs B cobi. IcHye
6araTo IpUYMH I[bOTO. JlesiKi 3 HUX 30BHIIIIHI, i BOHI
He 3ayexxaTh Bix Hac. Ile mpobiemu 3i 3M0pOB’sIM,
pobOoTOI0, 2 0COOGUBO — 3 KJIOMIOTAMH, TIOB’ A3aHUMHU
3 THMH, KOTO JOOMMO i kKuM omikyemocs. IIi
MPUYHMHYU PeasIbHi, ajie BiJj HUX MU He 3aMHKAEMOCS
B CO0i, SIKIIO MTOTO/KYEMOCH TEPEKUTH iX 3 Icycom.
Ham Cnacutesb TpUHAIIOB TOHECTH 11l TPYAHOII Ha
BJIACHOMY TiJIi, HECTH iX pa3oM 3 Hamu. Tomy 3 Hum
MU MO>K€EMO ITi/IBECTHUCS, BUTIPOCTATHCS, BOCKPECHYTH
BJKe TEIIEP, XO/JUTH IPAMO 1 BIIEBHEHO, 32 II/ITPUMKH
Horo cwim, i mocepes ychoro, o MPUTHIYYE HAc,
30epiraty Boxuii Mup Ta mpuHOCUTH BOXKY pasicTs.
To yoMy 3k MU TaK 3piZika € MUPOTBOPIAIMHU, UOMY He
BUIIPOMIHIOEMO PaJIiCTh?

Bo icHyIoTh MHIIII TPUYWHY — BHYTPilIHi. BiacHe
B €BaHresIii ckazaHo, 1o KiHKa OyJsia ckopueHa, 60
ii «TpuMaB ayx y Hemysi» (JIk. 13, 11). I_[eI‘/’I Iyx €1 B
Hac y pi3HUX (bopMax BasxuBo 11e yCBl[LOMJIIOBaTI/I
i1 poskpusaT ¥Oro mifCTyIH, He Oyt #oro
crmiByyacHukamu. Hamia cmiBywact ToJiArae y
3BUYAWHOMY CaMOJIIOOCTBi, KOJIM MH BTOJIKYEMO
co0i, IoCTiHO 3aliMaemocs coboro. Hama BifgsiuHa
CXHIJIBHICTB IIyKaTH cebe cTae BUKpUBJIEHHAM. Kosn
JUBUMOCS TiJIBKH cOOl I, HOT'M, TO BaXKKO OAYUTH
WHIIUX, a IIe BaXK4ye — 3p00OUTH iM KPOK Ha3yCTpid.

ITe cioTBOpI0€ Hac sik 06pa3 Bora, i came Tomy Bin
MIPUXOIUTH, K MU CITiBaEMo nepes PizgBoM, «1mo0
BOCKPECHTH YIIaJIUHA KOJIUCh 00pas». To fAK ke HaMm
onmyxkatu? B €Banresnii ckazaHo, mo Icyc cmouarky
IMOKJIMKAB JKiHKY, IIOTIM IIOKJIaB HA Hel pyku. BiH,
SIK 3aBXKJIM, BUKOHYE CBOIO MiCiI0, 3aBISAKUA AKIH
Orenp mocwiae HaMm cBo€ CioBo i cBoro CBATOTO
Hyxa. Tak, Icyc kiamye Hac. «Med nyXOBHHUH, TOOTO
CnoBo boxke» (Ed. 6, 17), Ipo siKe TOBOPUTD AIIOCTOJT
[TaB/10 HATIPUMKIHIII CBOTO MOCJIAHHHA, POYUTAHOTO
cboTo/IHI, — 11e Moro rosioBHa 36posi.

Ae He obMeRyUMOocs 0e3IisAIbHUMU
IIOCTAHOBAMH  CTOCOBHO  3aCTOCYBAaHHA  ITi€l
36poi B Harmomy xutti. 1106 CnoBo Boxe Gyso
HAIIIOI0 CHJIOI, MYyCHMO ITi3HaBaTu loro, uyuraTy,
po3aymyBaTH Haji HUM. KoskeH 3 Hac MOBUHEH MaTH
BloMa npuHaiMHi €Banretie i [Tcantup. lykaitmo
—1i3HamieMo. fIKII0 KO3KHOTO TH:A /10 HAC IPOMOBUTD
Oomaii OfMH BipIl, 3HAYUTH, BiH JIOJHMHYB JI0 HAC,
JIO HAIIIOTO €CTBA, /IO HAIIIOTO XKUTTSA. MU MOXKeMO
MPUTAAyBaTH IIi CJIOBA BIPOJOBXK IIJIOTO JTHS.
Kosu Hariie cepiie npurajye ix, BOHO MpOOYAUTHCS
o sroboBu Otig 1 Bumpocrtyerbesi. CiioBo boske
cTae Hamo cuwiok. Hama 6e3HacTaHHA MOJIMTBA,
MATPUMyBaHa €0 CUJIOK, 3pOOUTH 3 HAC JIIO/IEH,
SIKI CTOATH MPOCTO, JKUBYTH /I Bora i a1 uHIINX.

Icyc moxias PYKH Ha XBODY JKIHKY. ]_Ien JKeCT
HaM 00pe BiJOMUH, a/i?Ke Bi/i TOYATKy iCHYBaHHS
IlepkBu came dYepe3 HBOTO MOXKHA OTPUMATHU
Cearoro [lyxa. lle xect emikyiesu, B akiii Otelpb
3CHJIa€ HaM CBOIO CHUJIy, SIK Iie BifiOyZeThcs i Ha
chOTOHINHIN BoxkecTBeHHiH miTyprii. Pyku Icyca
€ 3HakoM boxkoi cmam. Icyc Bockpec came CHIIOIO
Casaroro /lyxa, i came 3aBIsKH Il CUJII MH MOKEMO
IOCTIAHO BUITPOCTOBYBATHCS.

Mycumo_Gaskatu mpuxofay Hamoro Cracurers,
ouikyBaTu Moro. Bin nmpuxoauth /10 Hac, GixKiMoO 10
Hroro, sk 6ir IIpenreua. Yekaru Ha Icyca — o3Havae
He IIPOCTO Yac JI0 Yacy MPUTa IyBaTH, 1[0 OAHOTO Pa3y
Icyc npuiIoB Ha 3eMJTIO | Ma€ puiTh BApyTe. Hi, 1s
TOTO, 100 HaIlle OUiKyBaHHA OYyJIO JIKOM BiJi HAIITHX
BUKPHBJIEHD, Bi/l HAIIOTO Mapasivy, Tpeba BUHTH 3a
Me2Ki BJIACHOTO «s1» Y TTHOMHI CBOTO CepIIs i 3BEPHYTH
cBifi morsaAx ;o Icyca. 3BuuaiiHo, i Ha IacTs, Mu
HIYOTO IPH IIbOMY HE BITIyBa€EMO, aJlke Hallle cepliie
4ekae VIoro y Bipi, HACTOPOKEHE, aJie He CTPUBOYKEHE,
BreBHeHe y Moro Ciosi. Icyc yro6uTh HaC i 3aBKan
IepIIui 1Iykae Hac. BiH mpuxoauth 70 Hac. Take
CBiJioMe OUiKyBaHHS HA3UBAETHCS CIOIBAHHSM; cCaMe
BOHO JIOTIOMAra€ HaM BHIIPOCTATHUCS, OyTH CHTBHIMI
3aB/sAKY cuti Cesitoro Jyxa.

To »x mpocimo y Tiei, mo yekana Ha Cracurens,
AK KO/IHA WHINA JIIO/IMHA HIKOJIM HE 4YeKaTHMe,
— B Horo Marepi, — mo6 i mMu nepe6yBaJm y
CMHpPEHHi, B yOOTOCTi ceplisi, B MUPHili MOBYaHIT,
y Bipi, 3 TBepAUM crofiBaHHAM, AKuM CBsituii JIyx
HAIIOBHIOE HAIIIi cepIis.

7Kan KopO6oH, [[e Hazusaembvbcs c8IMaHkoM,
JIsBiB, CBiuazmo 2007



JITYPTIEIO KPOK 3A KPOKOM:
Yuu npuroryBanns [Jdapis, aco IPOCKOMUIIA

ITpockomupis € Tieto yactuHoro JIiTyprii,
wo npurotosdsie Hac 1o Cearoi ZKepTtu. Came
CJIOBO «TIPOCKOMU/IisS» TMEPEKIIAAETHCS SIK
«TmpuHOLIeHHs». Y CTapoMy 3aBiTi HE TOIUIIOCH
3’SIBIISTHCH Niepes] boroM 3 moposkHiMU pyKamu.
Bin o6napoBye mouHy pi3HUMM Iapamu,

TOMY JIIOfIMHA, TIPUXOAsuM nepey nuie boxe,
MPUHOCUIIA JIApU CBOET Mpalli: XJ1i0u, BUHO, €Jeld,
najaH, 60polHO To1lo. CBALLEHUKY BUOUPAIIH
Kpallli 3 1apiB, y MOJIMTBaX rOTYBaJIM BCE JI0
O0rociy KiHHs, 3rajlyroun KepTBOJaBLiB. Y Ce,
110 3aJIMIIATIOCH, BUKOPUCTOBYBAJIN Y LIEPKBI,
ISl YTPUMAaHHS CBSIILIEHUKIB, CUPIT, BB Ta
pizHOrO pofy NOTpedyrounx. 3 poKamu JIFO/IN BCe
MEHIIIe i MeHIIIe MPUHOCKIIH f1apiB, ToMy Llepksa
MOCTAHOBMJIA IPUHOCUTH XJIi0 1 BMHO, a caM XJ1i6
HA3UBAETHCS «MPOC(OPOIO» — MPUHOCOM, THM,
1O MPUHECITH.

[Tpockomupis Bino6paxkae PoxnaecTBo
XpuUCTOBE, 3eMHY CMEPTb MO0 3a Halll rpixu
3a/J1s1 HALLIOrO BiIKYIUIeHHs. ToMy B IPOCKOMUIT
€ YaCTWHU, TIOB’s13aHi 31 CTapO3aBiTHIMU
NPOPOLTBAMU PO BOIUIOYEHHS 1 CMEPTh
CriacuTenst JIFOICTBA Ta 1X HOBO3aBITHIM
3IIMCHEHHSIM.

Casituil ['epMan Hac oBYae, 110
MPUTOTYBAHHS XJ1i0a Ma€e CBOE 3HAUEHHS Y
[Tpockomupiii: BOHO MpUrajlye HaMm 3a4aTTH i
HapopkeHHs Icyca Xpucta. Bin e nosicHroe B
TaKuUil crociod: caM CTII-MPOCKOMUJIIAHUK , HA
SIKOMY 3Beply€eTbcst [Ipockomupisi, npuragye Ham
BuduieeM; npocopa (;kepTBEHHUI KBALLIEHUI
XJ1i6 HEBEJIMKOTO po3Mipy) — 300pakae BariTHy
J1iBy Mapito, a cam arHenp (YOTUPUKY THUI
LIMaTOK XJ1i06a), IKOTO BUPi3at0Th 1 BUMAIOTh i3
npocgopu, — Tijio XpUCTOBE, caMOro XpucTa,
po sIKOro cB. IBan XpeCTI/ITeHb roBopug: «Lle
Arnenp Boxuit, sikuit rpixu cBity 3a6upae»

(I/Io 1 29) KOJIU 3K CBSIIIIEHUK 6epe Korie (Korie
— 1ie HiX, 110 HaraJye chmc) i Bpisae Moro y
npocopy, LUM TIPUTAjly€e 3a4aTTsl, a BUIMAIOUH
arHusl — HapoppkeHHs CrnacuTelnsi; caM CBSILLEHNK
cumBodtizye Jlyxa CBSITOrO, SIKWiA OTiHWB
IIpeceary [liBy; IUSKOH e, IO € MPUCYTHIN i
TpUMae MajblsgMu opap, — Apxanrena ['aBpuina.

Hapani po3rnsiHeMo jieTanbHilIe KOXKHUI KPOK
[Tpockomupii.

Y uaci [Ipockomupii cBsIIIEHNK Gepe
npoccopy B JIiBY PyKYy, a KONi€ — B Npasy,
XPECTOBU/IHO 3HAMEHYIOUH POchopy 3BEPXY,
Tprui MmoBuBIIN: «Ha ciomun ['ocrona i
Bbora Cnaca namoro Icyca Xpucra». Lumu
cJI0BaMM 00’ SIBJISIE, 1110 XJ1i0 1el nmpocopHuit
npu3HayeHui y xkeptBy ['ocnosieBi, Ta npurajye
HaM TepIiHHS i cMepTh Haworo Crnacutelns.
[Ticas yporo mpecBiTep Bpizae komieM npocgopy
3 YOTUPbOX CTOPiH, OIU3BKO BiJI MeyaTi, IO € Ha
npocgopi 3Bepxy. Came ue TMpUrajye Ham CTpacTi
XpUCTOBI, CBSLLIEHUK NPY LIbOMY BITUNATYE
cyioa Icai (53;7-8): «HeMOB sirHst Ha 3aKOJIEHHS,
BE/ICHO 110r0. I SIK arHellb HeMopOUHMii nepes
TUM, 110 CTPUXKE 1Or0, 6€3roNIOCHUH, TaK i
BiH HE BIJIKPUBAE yCT CBOIX. Y CMUPEHHI Horo
CyJl Hajl HUM BifiOyBcs. A Tpo pijj HOoro XTo
onoicTh?» Topi BuitMae 3 npoccopu aruenpb,
YOTUPH CTOPOHH SIKOTO CUMBOJII3YIOTh YOTHUPU
CTOPOHH CBITY, 5IKi ocBATHIIO CII0BO, 1110 TiJIOM
crano. Cam arHenp, ofii6Ho, ik B CTapomy
3aBiTi, siBJIsiE COOOIO arHLs MACXaIbHOTO, SIKOTO
13painbTsaan 3 Bom boxkoi 3akosomm i imn Ha
3rajiKy NMpo BU3BOJIEHHS Bijl spMa 1 3arubeunti
€ETUNETCHKOT. XPUCTOC € HALIMM ATHIIEM, 1110
BU3BOJISIE HAC Bif] rpixa i 3arubedti, sSiKy Tpix Hece
3 co0010.

Ha nuckoci (quckoc — 1e niTypriuxa
TapIJIOUKa 3 HIXKKOIO) CBSILIEHUK CTABUThH ATHElb
HaB3HaK, Ie Kpa€e MOro XpeCTOBUIHO (aje He
7o KiHIg) 3i coBamu: «2KepTBy€eThCsl ATHEIb
Bosxwuii, o 6epe rpixu CBITY, 3a KUTTS CBITY i
cnacinHs» . [Ticyst Toro nepeBepTae i MPOKOJIOE
1oro 3 ciioBamu: «OfuH 3 BOTHIB CIUCOM OIK
Jioro MpoKoJIOB, i 3apa3 BUTEKJIa KpoB i Bojia. |
TOH, XTO OAYMB, 3aCBITUMB, i TPABIUBE CBiTYCHHSI
MI0r0», 0 CYNPOBOJISTHCS JIiSIMU: CBSIIIICHUK
BJIMBAE [IO yallli BUHO 1 Tpilku Bopu. i nit
TNIPUT /Iy OTh MOJIiIO MiJf XPECTOM, ONUCAHY
B €Banremii Bij Moana (19,34). 3anumkn
poCchHOpyr HA3UBAIOTH «aHTUIOTOM» , TOOTO
«XJ11060M 3aMicTh AapiB». loro po3apo0.iroTh
nicns 3BepiieHHs1 boxkectBenHoi JIiTyprii i



PO3/IAIOTh, 30KpeMa THUM, SIKi He TIPUCTYTAIH J10
[TpecsiTo1 €BxapI/ICTi'1'

Onicns, iepeit 6epe B PYKY [pyry npocdopy i
MOBUTb: «Ha uecTsb 1 mam’sTh Tpe6IarocI0BeHHOT
Bnam/mmn Hanioi Boropom/ml i [IpucHoiBN
>KepTBy IO B MpeHeOeCHnH TBii )KepTOBHMK».
LlepkBa cBSTO BipUTh y cuily MOIMTBU Matepi
no munoceppHoro Bnagukn — Icyca Xpucra.
Taka MOMTBa Mae BeJMUE3Hi CUITY 1 Bary.
BuiinsiBium 3 npocopy 4acTULIO, CBSLLIEHUK
KJaje ii mpaBopyu araus, MoBistun: «Crana
LapuLsl MpaBopyd Tede, B pu3u Mo30J104€eHi
ofisITHeHa, npukpateHa» . nmu cioBamu Llepksa
BiIae many i Haragye Ham, o [Ipecssita
Boropopmuus nepedysae 6mm3bko Xpucra y ciiasi
i 3aBxU MOUTH Koro 3a Hac, 6ylyun HAIlIOIO
3acTynHuLero B Hebi.

Topii cBALIEHHOCTYKUTENb Gepe TPETIO
npocopy 1 BUIMae 3 Hel YacTULIl HA YeCThb
CBATUX, IPOPOKIB, aNIOCTOJIB, My4eHUKIB. [lani
Oepe 11 3 yeTBepTOI MPOcOpH BUIIMAE YACTHUILII
JI71s1 IOMUHAHHS i€papXil EPKBH, BCIX SKUBUX.
Topi 6epe m’ ATy npoccopy, 3 SIKOT BUCTABJISIE HA
IMCKOC YacTHLIi 32 )KCpTBOJIaBHIB i TomMepiux,

10 11iM 32 BCiX MPUCYTHIX y Xpami i 3a cebe.
Tak m’grb npocqoop HarajlytoTb HaM 4y/10
HArolyBaHHs I ATbMa XJIi0aMU I ATh TUCAY
napony (Mo. 6,1-15).

Binrak, 006KkaKytoun NpuroToBaHe, i€pei
npokaszye moautBy: «Kamumo To6i mpuHOCHMO,
Xpucte Boxe Haill, SIK TpUEMHMIA 3amax
NyXOBHMIA; TW % npuilMy Horo B NpeHeO6eCHUI
CBill )KepTOBHUK 1 TIOIITA HaM OJIarofaTh
npecssitoro Teoro dyxa». et naxyunit qum
(pimiamy npuragye HaMm JBi NOJIii: TPUXiJl TPHOX
BOJIXBIB 31 Cxopty, 1110 pUHEC JajjaH XpUCTOBI
sk bory (Ha 11e, MixK 1HIIIMM, BKa3y€ i MOJIUTBA)
— HapoykeHHsi ['ocniona, 1 npuxig MupoHocuib
10 rpo0y, OO HAMACTUTHU TiJI0 XPUCTOBE
naxouamMm — cMepTh IcycoBy.

Jlasi o6KajiKye XpecTOBUIHY 3Bi3y i Kilaje
Ha rickoc 3Bepxy Japis 3i coBamu: «I mpwmidiia
30ps, 1 cTasa Haf| TM MicleM, fie Oyiio Juts».
3Bi3fa npurajye HaM €BaHTeIILCHKY MO0, SIKY
onucas eBaHreauctT Maren (2,9).

Bingrak cBsiiieHUK 00KamKy€e MOKPiBLi 1
MOKPHBAE OJHUM CBSITHI XJIi0 3 IMCKOCOM,

a IHIIMM — yYauly, a TPeTiM, 110 3BeThCsl
«BO3/TyXOM» , TIOKPUBAE JIBA MEPIIIi, 3BEPTAIOUNCH
no Bora 3 mommTBoM0O: «[loKpuit HaC MOKPOBOM
Kpui1 TBOIX, MPOKEHM Bijj HAC YCSKOTO BOpora

i cymocTarta...». L1i moKpiBIli MarOTh IEBHY
MICTUYHY CUMBOJIIKY 11 IPUTAJIyIOTh HaM TeJIeHN
Icyca B siciax, a 3 iHIIOro GOKY — TJTAIIAHUIIFO
XpHCTOBY, 1110 06BMBaA HOro Tijlo B rpooi.

I 3aBepuryeThes [Ipockomupiist MOTUTBORO 3
KamkeHHsiM: «bozke, boske Ham, Tu, 110 nocnaas
HebecHuil XJi6...», — WO NiduBae NiiCyMOK i
CKJIaJIa€ MOMSKY 3a BCI JIaCKH.

Cam 1uckoc 3 1apaMul CUMBOJII3YE LTy
Lepksy, 110 3i6paHa HaBKOJIO XpHCTa 3
Boropopuiiero, BciMa CBITUMM, SKUBUMH 1 BCiMa
MOMEPJIMMU Ta BKa3ye Ha Te, o came Icyc
NoeNHY€E B coO1 HenmoenHyBaHe. Bin noenHan
[Ba CBITH: MaTepiajbHUil (HaC, IO € XKUBUMH) 1
6e3TinecHuil (CIBHOTY BCiX aHTeJliB 1 CBATHX,
a TaKOX BCiX MOMEPJINX, IO BXKe NeperiIn
MEeKYy KUTTS 1 nepe0yBatoTh y BiuHOCTI). Llum
Xpucroc noeHye B co6i iy Llepksy, sika €
MI0T0 MICTMYHUM TiJIOM.

Cama [IpockoMufiist MOYMHAETHCS XBUIH
3a 15 1o royHm, 3a3Ha4eHo1 B rpadiky
BifinpaB 6orocnyinb. ToMy BapTO NpuinTu 10
Xpamy TpPOXHM IIBU/ILIE, 1[0O 3aCTMOKOITH CBOT
IYMKH, 310paTh BeCh CBiil IyX i MiTHECTHU 10
l'ocnopia, a TaKOK YKJIACTH MOAYMKH HaMipu
Ha 1o JliTyprito, TOMy 10 OfJHY YaCTHIIO Ha
[Tpockomwupiii NPUHOCSTH 32 BCiX MOTPeOyIOUnX,
T06TO 32 Hac. Ckyafgaroun Hamip XpUCTOBI, MH
NPUHOCUMO MOMY LIFO YaCTHUKY SIK Hall Jlap, a BiH
11 ocBstuye B JIiTyprii, JKepTBYIOUNCH HAM BXKe
CBOIM TLJIOM, SIKE CIIOXKMBAEMO.

[Tam’siTaitmo, 1110 XprCTOC Ma€ 10 HAC TaKy
BEJIMKY JII000B, 1110 3aBX/1 Oakae OyTH 3 HAMH,
BCEpeNUHi HAC, fatouu cebe crnoxxuTu. Tox Tpebda
3a3/1aJeriib IPUroTyBaTUCH JIO LLOT0, 1100 TiqHO
NPUIAHSITH MOTO JIO CBOTO CEPL, BiINOBIBLIN
oMy J1H060B’10 Ha AOro J1t000B.

Haumni 6ype. ..

3a mMarepiaiaMu Y KpaiHCHKOTO KaTOJUIBKOTO
yaconucy “MICIOHAP”



Why the Prosperity Gospel Is Bankrupt
Trent Horn November 19, 2017

Prosperity theology teaches that God always
rewards faithful believers with riches and happiness.
Joel Osteen, the foremost preacher of this “health
and wealth gospel,” told Time magazine, “I preach
that anybody can improve their lives. I think God
wants us to be prosperous. I think he wants us to be
happy.” He also writes in his book Your Best Life
Now, “Be a giver, rather than a taker. . . . If you are
generous to people in their time of need, God will
make sure that other people are generous to you in
your time of need.”

He has found a lot of takers for this idea. According
to a 2006 survey, one-third of Christians believe that
“if you give your money to God, God will bless you
with more money.”

But this attitude turns prayer and good works
into tools that try to manipulate God into bestowing
blessings upon us. How can we respond to this false
gospel? Let’s look at two questions that completely
unravel the extravagant promises of prosperity
gospel preachers.

Why aren’t more Christians rich?

The ultimate argument against prosperity
preachers is impoverished Christians. Why doesn’t
every sincere believer have “plenty of money” or his
“best life now?” Rather than face the obvious truth
that God doesn’t always bless us with material goods
even if we strive to do his will, prosperity teachers
end up blaming the individual for his poverty.

Bruce Wilkinson, the author of a bestselling book
(The Prayer of Jabez) that advocates prosperity
theology, says, “You do not have because you do not
ask, said James (James 4:2). Even though there is no
limit to God’s goodness, if you didn’t ask him for a
blessing yesterday, you didn’t get all that you were
supposed to have.”

Somehow I doubt that the reason Christians in
sub-Sahara Africa go hungry is because they simply
failed to ask God to bless them. This facile answer to
the problem of evil reminds me of Zophar’s argument
that Job suffered because of his wickedness. Job said
in reply, “Your platitudes are as valuable as ashes.
Your defense is as fragile as a clay pot” (Job 13:12,
NLT).

Wilkinson also leaves out the next verse where
James says, “You ask and do not receive, because
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” If
we pray with selfish motives, or even for a good

thing that contradicts God’s will, then we might
not receive it. God knows what we need before we
even ask him (Matt. 6:8), so he will not fail to care
for us even if we don’t explicitly ask for a certain
blessing. Rather than preach a gospel of prosperity,
James exhorted believers, “Be wretched and mourn
and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning
and your joy to dejection. Humble yourselves before
the Lord and he will exalt you” (4:9-10).

Prosperity preachers have all kinds of excuses for
why apparently faithful Christians aren’t wealthy.
“Maybe they aren’t as faithful as they seem” they
might say. Or, “Maybe God has health and wealth
waiting for them right around the corner.” They
might appeal to the example of Job, who the Bible
says was blameless and upright (1:1) even though he
endured tremendous suffering. Prosperity preachers
point out that at the end of his life Job received back
twice as many possessions as he lost and got a new
family as well (42:10), so suffering Christians may
simply have to “bide their time.”

But there is one counterexample that cuts right
through these excuses: our Lord Jesus Christ.

Why wasn’t Jesus rich?

Since he was God incarnate, we know that Jesus
was without sin (Heb. 4:15) and he always did the
Father’s will (John 5:19). Wouldn’t the Father have
rewarded such faithfulness with abundant wealth?
The fact that Jesus was not among the wealthy
during his earthly ministry strikes a deathblow to the
promises of prosperity preachers.

In the ancient world, there was no comfortable
middle class, just relative poverty and luxurious
wealth. Jesus was not destitute or a beggar, but he
was also not wealthy. The Bible says Jesus became
poor (2 Cor. 8:9), taking the form of a slave (Phil.
2:7) and had nowhere to rest his head (Luke 9:58).

Biblical arguments that Jesus was actually rich are
not persuasive. For example, Thomas Anderson, the
senior pastor of the Living Word Bible Church in
Mesa, Arizona, tries to make that case by pointing
out that the Roman soldiers cast lots for Jesus’
tunic and that he had a money bag for his disciples
to watch. But any set of clothes would have been
valuable in the ancient world, so it makes sense
the soldiers would have wanted Jesus’ clothes.
And any sum of money the disciples kept in a bag
would pale in comparison to the amount stored in a
treasure room that would have made someone rich.



Besides, if Jesus were rich he would have been given
a dignified execution and not have been crucified
among the lower classes.

Jesus’ constant admonishments of “the rich” also
make it implausible that he belonged to that social
class. As David Fiensy observes:

In the eyes of the elite, Jesus would still have
been poor. Compared to their luxurious lifestyle,
he must have lived very simply and humbly. The
socioeconomic distance between Jesus and
the elite classes—even if he did come from a
comfortable family—was enormous.

The poor can be rich

When prosperity preachers claim that God blesses
the faithful with money, they resurrect the attitudes
of Jews in Jesus’ time who believed wealth signified
a person’s favor (or lack of favor) with God. But
Jesus said God “sends rain on the just and on the
unjust” (Matt. 5:45) and that the eighteen men who
died when the tower of Siloam fell on them were not
worse than the other inhabitants of Jerusalem (Luke
13:4).

Who will be blessed with wealth or called to
endure poverty? That is not decided simply by the
use of a special prayer or commitment to tithe.
Rather, it is decided by the sovereign will of God
that providentially orders our freely chosen acts
according to his divine plan.

Sometimes people are poor because they have
made foolish financial decisions that brought
them ruin. But other people are poor because of
circumstances beyond their control, such as illness,
economic downturns, or natural disasters. Being
impoverished does not mean a person failed to do
something to secure a blessing of prosperity. God
has a special concern for the poor (Psalm 34:6), and
believers have a special obligation to help the poor
(Luke 14:14, 1 John 3:17). James says, “Has not
God chosen those who are poor in the world to be
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which he has
promised to those who love him?” (2:5).

Instead of praying for success or comfort, let’s
pray for God’s will to be done in our lives and for the
strength to follow Christ in whatever circumstances
he presents us. St. Paul put it well: “I have learned,
in whatever state I am, to be content. I know how to
be abased, and I know how to abound; in any and
all circumstances I have learned the secret of facing
plenty and hunger, abundance and want. I can do all
things in him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:12-13)

Mission Days Prayer

O Lord, God, shine forth the light of Your
Holy Gospel, so that the Christian faith
might spread through us, the baptized, as
children of the Light. Let us be witnesses
to Your Living Presence in our lives and
in our parish community, O Lord, hear us
and have mercy. The Holy Spirit provides
everything: He sends the prophets, leads
priests to perfection, teaches wisdom to
the uneducated, makes theologians of
fishermen, and unites the entire Christian
community, O Comforter, Consubstantial
with the Father and Son, glory be to You!
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