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. December 17,2017

SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS
TuE HoLy PROPHET DANIEL

AND THE THREE HoLy CHILDREN: HANANIAH, AZARIAH AND MISHAEL
TonE 3
SCHEDULE oF SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 18 — DECEMBER 25

FripAY, DECEMBER 22
9:30 AM - Royal Hours

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

6:30 PM — Great Vespers (satifies Sunday obligation) NOTE: Permanent Time Change
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 — SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY - OF THE HOLY ANCESTORS; THE HOLY VENERABLE MARTYR EUGENIA.

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

8:00 PM — Great Vespers followed by 3 Hami Bor! God is With Us! Great Complines
MoONDAY, DECEMBER 25 — THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAvior JESUS CHRIST

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

CATECHISM FOR YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

Catechism classes for the youth and young
adults (5-18) will begin in January. Registration
forms are available in the church hall. Please
return them to Fr. James by December 31st so
that the appropriate number of needed texts
can be ordered. The schedule and cost for the
classes will be determined once the number of
students has been finalized.

LET’S GO CAROLING!
BETWEEN DECEMBER 25 AND FEBRUARY
2 LET’'S VISIT PARISHIONERS, SHUT-

INS, AND NURSING HOMES TO BRING
CHRISTMAS CHEER. PLEASE CONTACT
FR. JAMES |IF YOU ARE INTERESTED

IN PARTICIPATING, wOULD LIKE TO BE
VISITED OR KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO
woOuLD LIKE TO BE VISITED.

Greeting Cards

Christmas Cards and various
other greeting cards are for sale in the
Church Hall.

Thank You! iyxe isikyto!

A special “Thank You” to all those who helped
to make Varenyky and prepare for the visit by
St. Nicholas.

May God bless your generosity!

Flower Collection
Special envelopes are available in the back

ftﬁe Cﬁbﬂ’Cﬁ (ﬁ) ﬁe[ Wlfﬁ tﬁwgvurcﬁase

of ﬂowers for the Teast of the Nativity of
ovir Lovd.

This....is....the....way...
.the ... .church....sometimes
.looks ....to....the....
pastor ....when....he....goes
.to....the....pulpit.

But...

Thechurchwouldlooklikethisif
everybodybroughtsomebodyelse
tochurchwiththem.




WHO IS ST. NICHOLAS?
From The St. Nicholas Center, stnicholascenter.org

The true story of Santa Claus begins
with Nicholas, who was born during the
third century in the village of Patara. At
the time the area was Greek and is now on
the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy
parents, who raised him to be a devout
Christian, died in an epidemic while
Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus’
words to “sell what you own and give
the money to the poor,” Nicholas
used his whole inheritance to
assist the needy, the sick, and
the suffering. He dedicated his
life to serving God and was
made Bishop of Myra while still
a young man. Bishop Nicholas
became known throughout the
land for his generosity to those
in need, his love for children,
and his concern for sailors and

ships.
Under the Roman Emperor
Diocletian, who  ruthlessly

persecuted Christians, Bishop

Nicholas suffered for his faith,

was exiled and imprisoned. The

prisons were so full of bishops,

priests, and deacons, there was

no room for the real criminals —

murderers, thieves and robbers.

After his release, Nicholas

attended the Council of Nicaea

in AD 325. He died December 6, AD 343 in
Myra and was buried in his cathedral church,
where a unique relic, called manna, formed
in his grave. This liquid substance, said to
have healing powers, fostered the growth
of devotion to Nicholas. The anniversary
of his death became a day of celebration,
St. Nicholas Day, December 6th (December
19 on the Julian Calendar).

Through the centuries many stories and
legends have been told of St. Nicholas’
life and deeds. These accounts help us
understand his extraordinary character
and why he is so beloved and revered as
protector and helper of those in need.

One story tells of a poor man with three
daughters. In those days a young woman’s

father had to offer prospective
husbands something of value—a

dowry. The larger the dowry, the

better the chance that a young

woman would find a good

husband. Without a dowry, a

woman was unlikely to marry.

This poor man’s daughters,

without dowries, were therefore

destined to be sold into

slavery. Mysteriously, on three

different occasions, a bag of

gold appeared in their home —

providing the needed dowries.

The bags of gold, tossed through

an open window, are said to have

landed in stockings or shoes

left before the fire to dry. This

led to the custom of children

hanging stockings or putting

out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts

from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes

the story is told with gold balls

instead of bags of gold. That is

why three gold balls, sometimes represented
as oranges, are one of the symbols for St.
Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas is a gift-giver.

Through the centuries St. Nicholas has
continued to be venerated by Catholics and
Orthodox and honored by Protestants. By
his example of generosity to those in need,
especially children, St. Nicholas continues
to be a model for the compassionate life.



6 Things Children Learn When You Skip Divine Liturgy On Sundays
adapted from an article by Becky Roach

It doesn’t take long for a parent to realize that our children absorb everything we do and say. I remember
the first time I heard my two year old let out a long sigh and say “Oh, my gosh. I can’t even.” Her tone
and expression were exactly like mine. Sometimes you come face to face with your own sinful ways
through the words and actions of your children.

I was recently at a Baptism in which the priest reminded each person present that it would be through his
or her actions that the child being baptized would come to know about God and how to respond to Him.
If the child witnessed us praying, she would learn prayer was important, but that if the child never saw any
communication with God from the people in her life, the child would learn that it wasn’t necessary.

Though none of us is perfect, we do have the responsibility to try to model behaviors that we want our
child to emulate. As much as kids learn from what we do, they also learn from what we do not do. When
we don’t make going to Church a priority each Sunday, it speaks volumes about faith and life to the hearts
of our children.

6 Things Kids Learn When You Skip Divine Liturgy On Sundays and Holydays

1. God is important, but not that important.

If T can fit God in, great, but only if it is
convenient for me. Football games, sleeping in,
and (insert activity of choice) are more
important than making an effort to be with God
one and a half hours a week.

2. God doesn’t really mean what He says.

Yes, it is a commandment to keep the Lord’s
Day Holy, but God doesn’t understand how
busy I am or how many kids I have or how
tired I've been so I can just decide based on
my life’s circumstances what He really means
by this commandment and all of His other
commandments. It’s up to us to pick and choose
which of God’s laws we want to follow.

3. The Church doesn’t really expect us to
adhere to Her teachings.

Yes, it is a precept of the Church to attend
Liturgy on Sundays and Holydays, but the
Church doesn’t understand how busy I am or
how many kids I have or how tired I've been so I
can just decide based on my life’s circumstances
what the Church really means by this precept.

4. Liturgy is all about me and what I get out of it.

When we come and go to Liturgy as we please,
we seem to forget that Liturgy builds the
Church community. Your parish may need you
to sing in the choir, or be a greeter or help in
other ways. Seeing your family in Church might
be just the thing an elderly person needs to
bring joy to a lonely Sunday. There are many
reasons that we are a community of faith and
that we come together in Worship.

S. When things are difficult/boring, I don’t
have to do them.

If we don't attend Liturgy and we tell our kids
it's because Liturgy is “boring” or we “don’t
get anything out of it,” our children learn that
we only have to do things that are fun and
exciting. This is simply not true regarding both
our faith and everyday life. Most people don’t
find doing their taxes fun and exciting, but we
still have to do them.



6. To doubt the True Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist and the Graces that come from
receiving Him

If you truly believe that Jesus is present in the
Eucharist and that He comes to us each Sunday
at Liturgy, what would keep you from Him?
Why would you not want to receive the graces
He bestows through this incredible gift?

Our Catechism teaches us “The summit of the
Churchs liturgical life is the Divine Liturgy (from
the Greek litourgia, meaning a common work) It
is the service of God to His people and of God’s
people to Him. In the Divine Liturgy the Father
leads us into the fullness of His life by giving us His
Son” in the Eucharist.

Parents, I know and fully understand how
difficult it is to bring children to Church.
Often when I leave Liturgy, I feel as if I have just
competed in a wrestling match. No matter how
much I plan and prepare, we have plenty of days
when the kids are less than angelic.

Itis a battle. But, it is a battle worth fighting. There
is no better place to bring our children than to
the feet of Jesus. There is no better lesson to
teach them than to put God first ALWAYS, no
matter what else is going on in our lives or how
difficult it is to be at Liturgy.

Guess what will happen if you wait to bring
children to Liturgy until they can behave better
or your life isn’t as busy? It won’t happen.

Satan will always give us an excuse to miss out
on the celebration of the highest form of prayer
we have here on earth, but God will always give
us the graces to respond with a “yes” when we
ask Him to help us.

Make Sunday and Holyday Liturgy the one
thing that your family consistently does
together. Trust me, the blessings and graces that
will come from this discipline will transform
your family life in a powerful way.

http://catholic-link.org/2016/11/07/
children-mass-sundays/

THE CHURCH AND MISSION
By Alexander Schmemann

To recover the missionary dimension of the
Church is today’s greatest imperative. We
have to recover a very basic truth: that the
Church is essentially Mission, that the very
roots of her life are in the commandment of
Christ: “Go therefore and teach all nations”
(Matt. 28:19). A Christian community that
would lose this missionary zeal and purpose,
that would become selfish and self-centered,
that would limit itself to “satisfying the
spiritual needs of its members”, that would
identify itself completely with a nation, a
society, a social or ethnic group - is on
its way to spiritual decadence and death,
because the essential spiritual need of a
Christian is precisely that of sharing the

life and the Truth with as many men and
women as possible and ultimately with the
whole world. Mission thus is the organic
need and task of the Church in the world,
the real meaning of Church’s presence in
history between the first and the second
advents of her Lord, or, in other terms, the
meaning of Christian history. Obviously
not all members of the Church can go and
preach in the literal sense of the word. But
all can have a concern for the missionary
function of the Church, feel responsible for
it, help and support it. In this respect each
diocese, each parish and each member of
the Church are involved in the missionary
ministry.



ITPUTYA TIPO 3AIIPOIIIEHUX HA BEYEPIO

Croroiai Mu 3i6pasnucs TyT, 60 BUPIIIAIN
NpUNHATH 3anponteHHsa Ortus, Akuil kaxe:

« Hpnxoane Beueps roroBa. Miit CuH Bijas
cBoe Tisto i mposiuB cBoto KpoB, i Bockpec
Jutst Beix. [Iputizite, Bin — Bamma mokusa,
Ballle KUTTH, Balle macrta!». Y GBxapI/ICTi'l'
CBaTuii [Iyx yuuTh Hac BiZIOBiAATH HA 1€
3aMpoIIEeHHs TaK, 100 I BiAIOBiIb Oys1a
IIPUCYTHS B YCHOMY, ITI[0 MU IIEPEIKUBAEMO,
0CO0JIMBO B HAIIIOMY CJIY>KIHHI OJIMKHIM.

[ITo6 3po3ymiTu mouyTTs, sAKi Icyc
BUCJIOBJIIOE y il TpUTYi, Tpeba 30arHyTH, K
Biu cTpaxnae, kou Bijiziae cebe Ham. OTelpb
napye HaMm CesrToro /lyxa, Akuii memnoue,

110 bor xoue Hamoro macts. Hatomicts Mu
IIyKAEMO [bOTO [IACTs IEUH/IE. YXUIAEMOCs
Bix Moro 3anpormenHs. Yomy Mu He
BiamoBigaemo? fkOU MU JO3BOJIMIIH, 1100 TOM,
XTO 3aCMYY€HO IIIyKa€ Hac, TOPKHYBCS Hac
CBOE€I0 JIFDOOB'10, TO 3pO3yMiu 6 CBill HEPO3YM
1 cBOE 3ac/IiIyIeHHS.

Yomy Mu yXmIgeMoca? 3aBK/AU 3HAXOJUMO
Zipi0’a3KoBi BiiMoBKU. Ham kpame 6yTH 31
cobor0, Hi>k i3 Hum, 60 3amipoliieHHs, sike
Bin i3 110608’ 10 3pOOUB HaM, He YBIHIILIO
70 Hamoro cepus. 11106 aificHo BigmoBicTu
Ha oro 3ampoIiieHHs Bij| IIIUPOTo cepIis, a
He JINIIe TPUXOIUTHU Yac /10 Yacy, MyCHMO
HaBumTHCA ciyxatu Otis, Akuil Kiimde Hac
yepe3 Icyca.

[ITo »x o3HaUa€ — ciIyXaTu cepremM?
BoxxecTBeHHa JIITypris, 1eil 6eHKeT y
I_IapCTBl BoxoMmy, Ha KA MU 3aTIPOLIEH],
MIPUHANUMHI, IITOHELTi, BUNTH HAC CJIyXaTH,
CXO/ISTYM Y TJTUOWHY cBOTO cepIisd. Tam Mu
CJIyXa€EMO TOTO, XTO JIIOOUTH HAC. YTIPOJOBXK
yciel boxkectBeHHOI JiTyprii OTenp Kaxe,

110 JIIOOUTH Hac, 110 6akae OyTH 3 HaMH, 110
xinue Hac 7o cebe. Ciayxatu Moro — o3Havae
vt Momy Hazyctpid. «IIpuiaiTe!» — 1ei
3aKJIMK MU YyEMO JIeKiJIbKa pa3iB Bij| IOYaTKy
BoskecTBeHHOI JIITYprii, Cl1iBaEMO HOT0, HEMOB
l'Ii,ZI6a,ILI:0pIOIO‘{I/I OJTHI OJTHUX .

AK HaM it 710 Hroro? Ile ue Bin
BiftasieHuit Bi Hac, a Hallle cepIie — Bif
Hporo. Ytu o HBOI‘O JIJIsI HAC >KUTTEBO
HeOOXiZIHO, MHAKIIIE 3PETPECYEMO,
TIOBEPHEMOCS /10 CBOE] iH(AHTUIILHOCTH,
IIyKalo4u B ychoMy camux cebe. Haia yBara
BifiBostiKaeTheA Bif bora 1, sk HaCIig0K, MU

yxunsemocs Bizi loro 3amponeHHs uie
TOMY, IIIO BCIO HAIITy YBary MPUTATYE Hallle
€TOLIEHTPUYHE «5I».

Wtn 5o Heoro y HpOCTOTl ceplis — O3HAYaE
3BepHyTH /10 Hporo cBiil norssaa, nepeQysaru
nepez Voro ooin4usm, HO/IUBIIAIOYH Horo.
Toxi y citi Moro 06T BIJIKDHBAEMO,
1o Mu — «oro». Tozi M1 moromxyeMocs
MIOCTIHO HapoKyBaTHcs Big Ot B Moro
ynobsenomy CuHi. IlepebyBatouu 3 Hum, Mu
CTaEMO caMUMH c00010, To6T0 Moro momo60io,
i Mokemo, Ak BiH, OyTU BiAKpUTUMU 10
UHIIHUX — JTIOOUTH.

€Bxapucris — 1e BeJauke TaiHcTBO boxkoi
JITOOOBH, SIKA IIEPEMIHIOE HAC. AJ’Ke CEHC
Tatinoi Beuepi B ToMy, 11106 MU JOJTyIHINCA
110 Tiel Boxkoi J1IF000BY, sIKA BUSIBUJIACS B
IIOBHOTI Yepe3 IepeMory Icyca Hajy HallIum
rpixoMm, a Halll TPiX — IIe Bi/ICyTHICTb JII0OOBH
B HAC 1 HAIlla CMePTh, CHPUYUHEHA I[UM.
[Tpuyammayuch po3Ir ATUM 1 BOCKPECIHM
Timom XpuctoBum, Mu riepebyBaemMo He
TitbKkY Ttepen Huwm, a i1 y Heomy, ajike
Bin — B Ori, a Otenp — y Heomy. Tozi mu
nepebyBaemo B Xpwucri, a Bin — y Hac.

Bin nepebyBa€ B Hac, a He TUTBKH B M€eHi,
00 JIHIIIE €AHAIOYNCH 13 HUM, MOKEMO
BiJIKpUBATHUCA UHIITUM, OYyTH 3 UHIIUMU, /IS
WHIIUX, Y CONPUYACTi 3 HUMU. €/THAIOYNCH 3
Icycom, st BUXOJIKY 3@ M€K CBOTO CMEPTHOTO
«s1», BIIKpUBAIOCA /10 CBOIX OpariB i cecrep,
X0Uy CJIyXaTH iX, i3HABATH iX Ta IXHi
OYiKyBaHHS. Bor € HamuM OTIieM, 1 1e pakT
peatizyeTbes B )kuBoMy Timi Xpucra.

ITpocimo I'ocrioza, Tak 4aCTO HOKUHYTOTO,
Axuii 1I0O6UTH HAC 1 cymMye yepes Harlrl
HepO3yMHI BiIMOBKH, 11100 HABYUB HaC
BizoBiziatu Momy, ciryxaroun Moro B Tutri
CBOTO cepIlsd. 3aCTaHOBIMOCS HaJ| ITUM, KOJIH,
IPHCTYTIAIOYH /10 IPUYACTS, IOYYEMO CIIOBA:
«31 ctpaxoMm Boxkum i Bipoto l'IpI/ICTyl'IlTb' ».
He nue, mo6 6ytu nepex Huwm, ase it 6ytu
«Moro», 6yT1/1 B Hbomy. Tozi mu cranemo
JKHUBUM 3aIPOIIEHHAM /IS BCiX, KOTO
3yCTPIHEMO ITbOTO THIKHS, JIJIST TUX, SIKI HE
3HAIOTh, 110 BoT iX JIF0OUTS 1 110 IXHS pajicTh
—y Heomy.

2Kau KopboH, I[e Ha3usaemwvcs
ceimankom, JIpBiB, CBiuazo 2007



FROM THE CATHECHISM
“CHRIST OUR PASCHA”

Christian Upbringing, Education,
and Schooling

The Christian family is not only the most
important environment for receiving the
gift of new life, it is also the primary
sphere of its development. As a family
raises and forms children, it develops
and educates them in a full array of
dimensions.! Parents are the primary,
although not the only, educators of their
children, and no one can deprive them
of this responsibility. Christian parents
have both a right and a duty to raise their
children in a Christian manner. Therefore,
they ought to seek the best means of
fulfilling this responsibility effectively.
Parents are responsible for passing on the
treasure of faith to their children, and are
called to bring their children to “the stature
of the fullness of Christ” (see Eph 4:13).
The person involved in raising children
possess a high honour: “For if those who
make statues and paint portraits of kings
enjoy so great an honour, shall not we who
adorn the image of the King of kings (for a
human being is the image of God) receive
ten thousand blessings, if we effect a true
likeness?"

1 See Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the
Church, 238-239.
2 JouN CHrysostoM, Homilies on Ephesians, Homily
21,4: PG 62, 156.

BI KATEXU3MY
“XPUCTOC HAIIA ITACXA”

XPpUCTUSAHCbKE BUXOBAHHS, OCBIiTa
Ta WKIJIBHUITBO

XPUCTUSIHCBKA CIM’Sl € HANBAKJIMBILLIUM
CEepeNIOBULLIEM HE TUIbKU CIIPUAHSATTS Japy
HOBOTO JKUTTS, 1 PO3BUTKY LIbOIO YKUTTSI.
Y nmnpoueci BUXOBaHHS CiM’Sl pO3BUBA€E
1 BUXOBY€E JIIOJMHY B YCiil 11 MOBHOTI Ta
BCiX ii Bumipax'. Barbku € mnepimmuy,
X04 1 HE €MHUMHU BUXOBATEJISIMM CBOIX
JiTEN, 1 HIXTO HE MOKE MO030aBUTH X IIET
BifiMOBiJAJIbHOCTI. BaThbkyu MaroTh TpaBo
Ta OOOB’S30K BUXOBYBAaTH CBOIiX [IiTei
NO-XPUCTUSIHCbKM, TOX TOBUHHI IIYKaTH
HaliKpalmx 3aco0iB il  €(EeKTUBHOIO
CMIOBHEHHS LBOr0 OO0OB’sI3KYy. barbku
BI/INOBIIAJIbHI 32 TMEPEJaHHs CBOIM JIiTSIM
ckapOy BipM Ta MOKJIMKaHI JJOBECTH CBOIX
[iTeil 70 <«3pOCTy TOBHOTH XpHUCTa»
(Ed. 4, 13). Ocoba Buxosarenss Ma€e
BUCOKY Ti[HICTb: <«SKio Jmromu, ki
pi3bONATH CcTaTyro uUapsi abo MaloTh
foro 300pakeHHs, BTILIAIOTbCSI TAKOIO
BEJIUKOIO CJIaBOKD, TO YW XK He Oiniblie
MU, KOTpP1 BIJKPMBAEMO LIOPa3 TO OLbLY
kpacy Lapcekoro O6pa3y (ajike JIroguHa
coTBOpeHa Ha 00pa3 Boxuit) i Moro
CrpaBXHIO  MOf00y,  BTILLIATUMEMOCS
HeCKa3aHHUMU Gyiaramu ?»2.,

1 Komnernoiym couyiaarvnoi ooxmpunu Llepkeu, 238-
239.

2 Woan 3onotoycruit, Komenmap na ITocaanns 0o
ecpecan. Tominis 21, 4.



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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METROPOLITAN ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA
Ukrainian Catholic
827 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19123-2097
Phone (215) 627-0143 Fax (215) 627-0377
ukrmet@ukrcap.org

No. 523/2017 O
This Number Should be Prefixed to Your Reply Office of the Metropolitan

PASTORAL MESSAGE
OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.
TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS,
SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

CHRIST IS BORN!

The birth of Christ — the time when the Christian world becomes immersed, as if in a fairy-tale of its
childhood: fancy sparkling garlands, glistening Christmas tree ornaments and the comfort of family festivities,
with its familiar aroma of Holy Eve supper reminiscent of childhood and the excitement of waiting for gifts as
children. At this time, it even seems to adults that the mystical joy of Christmas, almost here and now, is leading
them to the Promised Land of comfort and fulfillment of all dreams. We would venture to say that Christmas,
somehow in a mysterious, incomprehensible way, hands down to us the distant, gentle taste of Heaven.

On a purely human level, Christmas, possibly as no other of our Christian feast days, manifests to us the
essence of all our most profound aspirations, that is, to be part of a community, the community of a large family,
sitting at the festive table of Our Heavenly Father.

Nevertheless, somehow we forget or we don’t want to possibly remember, that in order to achieve the aim
to which our entire inner being aspires, it is necessary we go all the way through. For we, as human beings, still
find ourselves in the valley of tears and as our divine services say, the earthly “life — is but a shadow and a dream”.
To walk along this road, along the road of achieving our destiny — is to follow Jesus Christ. It means to follow
Him Who put aside His glory and entered the darkness of this world, where the human being suffers, removed
from the intimacy of God.

Christ could have been born in a royal palace. He could have become a worldwide ruler who imposes his
will on the passive masses of subjects, whom He forcibly pulls, each and every one, into the embrace of the
Loving Father. However, how could God, who is Love, desire compulsory “love”? Could a Loving Father try to
compel his children to love Him by force?

This is the reason why Christ did not choose the path of power. He chose the path of Love, which is the
only one that can overcome evil which reigns in this world. Love is the one and only thing that can prompt the
human heart to respond with love. He chose the path of accomplishing the will of the Father in order to gather
together into one all the scattered children of God (John 11, 52) through Sacrifice. His mission — redemption of
humanity, restoring the relationship of the human person with God, this — the Sacrifice, is a sacrifice from the
very beginning to the very end.



The Sacrifice which began at that moment when the Son of God, the Second Person of God, set aside his
Glory, Power, Grandeur and lowered Himself, assuming human nature, becoming one of those who suffer in the
valley of banishment. His Sacrifice passed both through the cold cave, which served as a stable for flocks of
sheep in the vicinity of Bethlehem — the town of his human ancestor — King David. It went through the simplest
manger, where feed was left for the livestock, through the prickly hay, through the rejection of the neighbors. It
continued through the flight into Egypt and simple years of childhood and youth in the forgotten Galilean town,
which, it seems, had a bad reputation among the people. His Sacrifice undergoes the rejection of those to whom
He was sent, who dishonored Him by their ridicule and cruelty all the way to the Cross. Nonetheless, Christ
fulfilled His mission and accomplished the will of the Heavenly Father.

Each one of us is called to walk down His path, to continue His mission. However, this requires our
understanding of the fact that we are members of His Body, that is, the Church. This demands of us an ever closer
union with Him here on earth, a unity with Him in Love, in order to be able to unite ourselves with His Sacrifice,
as participants in His mission.

In Christmas, in a mysterious and incomprehensible manner, the beginning of His mission is joined
together with our foretaste of Heaven. The beginning and end unite. Simultaneously, we have a call to come walk
with Him on the way, and in doing so, we already have the power to experience in advance the foretaste of the
joy of a completed journey. Thus Christmas is not only the joy of a family celebration, not just the shimmering
heavenly lights, but a call directed to each one of us, a call to set out on a journey.

At the time of beginnings of the Chosen People, God said to our Forefather Abraham in Ur of Chaldea:
come out of yourself. And this call is directed to each one of us: come out of yourself. Come out of your
preoccupation with daily monotony; come out of your fears and limitations and come stand before the manger in
which the mission of Christ begins. It is a mission which is not easy, but a necessary prerequisite for reaching
the goal of our existence, — to be with God for all eternity.

Christ is Born!
+Stefan Soroka

Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford

+Benedict Aleksiychuk (author)
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+ Bohdan J. Danylo
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+John Bura
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

+Andriy Rabiy
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Christmas 2017
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NACTUPCbKE NOC/IAHHA ENUCKONIB YKPAIHCbKOI KATONIULbKOI LLEEPKBU B CMOJTYYEHUX LUTATAX
AMEPUKU
BCEYECHUM OTUAM, NPENOAOBHUM YEHUAM | HEPHULAM,
CEMIHAPUCTAM TA OPOIr1MM BIPHUM

XPUCTOC PAXJAETDHCA!

Pi3aBo XprcTOBE —4ac, KOM XPUCTUAHCbKWUI CBIT NOPMHAE HEHAYe B Ka3Ky CBOTO AUTUHCTBA: MEPEXTIHHA
NPUMXANBUX TUPNAHA, CAUBO ANMHKOBUX NPUKPAC i 3aTULIOK CIMEMHOrO CBATA, 3HAMOMMI 3 ANTUHCTBA 3anax
CBATBEYIPHbOrO CTONYy i AMTAYE OYiKYBAaHHA AAPYHKIB. | HABiTb AOPOCAMM Yy Lel Yac 3[Q€TbCA, WO KA3KoBa
pagicTb Pi3aBa ocb-0Cb BBeAE Yy 3aN0OBIiTHUI Kpal 3aTULLIKY | 34IMCHEHHSA yCiX Mpii. Biasarknanca 6 mu ckasaTw,
wo Pi3aBo, AKOCb Yy TAEMHMYMIA, He36arHeHHM cnocib nepeaae Ham BiaganeHUn, NereHbKnii npucmak Heba.

Ha uncto noacbkomy piBHi Pi3gBo, MOXKANBO AK Hi O4HE i3 HALWNX XPUCTUAHCBKUX CBAT, MPOABAAE HaM
CYTb YCiX HAWMUX FMUBUHHUX yCTpeMAiHb: ByTW y CNiNbHOCTI, CNiINbHOCTI OAHIEl BeNMKOi POANHM 32 CBATKOBMM
ctonom Haworo HebecHoro OTus.

MpoTe, AKOCb 3abYBAEMO, YN HE XOYEMO, MOKINBO, MPO Lie NaM’sTaTH, WO ANA TOro, Wob OCArHYTH Lo
Linb, A0 AKOI CTPMMUTL YCe Halle BHYTPILWIHE €CTBO, NOTPiIGHO nepentn gopory. bo mu, sk NLACTBO, yce we
3HaxX0AMMOCH Y I0IMHI CAli3, @ AIK KaXKe Halle 60rocayKiHHA Ty3eMHe «XKUTTA — L TiHb i COHY. NTn Li€to goporoto,
[LOPOrOI0 OCATHEHHSA HALLOro NPU3HaYeHHA — Le TK 3a lcycom Xpuctom. MTn 3a Tum, XTo Bigknas ceoto Cnasy i
CTYNUB Yy TEMPABY L,bOro CBIiTY, B AKOMY II0ANHA CTPAXKAAE, BiaaaneHa Bia, boxoi 611M3bKoCTi.

XpMCTOC Mir HAPOAMTUCA Y LLAPCbKiN NanaTi, CTaTU BCECBITHIM BOI0AAPEM, AKMI HAKMAAE CBOKO BOJIO
iHEPTHMM Macam NigaaHuX, AKUIA HAaCUAY TATHE YCiX | KOXKHOro B 06inmn Nltobaayoro OtuA. Ane xiba moxke bor,
AKMM € J1toboB, NparHyTM HacUNbHOI «N060BI»? Xiba moxke JTtobnaumin BaTbKo CTapaTMCA CUNOKD 3aCTAaBUTU CBOIX
aitet nobutn Cebe?

Tomy Xpuctoc Bubpas He wnsax Bnagn, a wnsx /1toboBi, AKa eaMHA MOXKe NepemorTi 310, AKe NaHyeE B
LbOMy CBiTi. flKa €AMHA MOXKe CNOHYKaTU NtoACbKe cepLe BianoBicTM Nt060B’t0. BiH 06paB LW/1AX BUKOHAHHA BOAI
OTuA, Wwob 3ibpatn ycix posnopolleHux aitelt Boxkux B ogHo (ams. Is. 11, 52) yepes XKepTBy. Moro micia —
CMaciHHA NOANHW, NOBEPHEHHA NIOAMHU Y CNiNbHICTbL 3 borom, ue — MepTBa, KepTea Big Camoro no4vaTky i 4o
KiHUA.

epTBa, AKa po3noyanaca y Ton MomMeHT, Koan CuH boxkuii, lpyra Ocoba borka Biaknas csoto Cnasy,
Bnaay, Benuny i npuHmnsmne Camoro Cebe, NpMnHABLUM NIOACBKY NPUPOAY, CTAaBLWUN OAHUM i3 TUX, XTO TEPNUTL Y



[ONVHI BUrHaHHA. Moro ¥epTea npoiiwna i yepes xonoaHy neyepy, Aka CAyrysana CTaiiHelo AN CTaj, OBeLlb B
okonuuax Budneemy — micta 3 akoro noxoams Moro cnasHui TinecHMit npeaok — uap fdasua. Mpoiiwna yepes
3BMYAMHICIHbKI ACNa, B AKI BKNAZANM KOpm gna xypobu, yepes Kontoue CiHO, Yyepes3 BigKUHEHHA BAMMKHIX.
MpoaoBXunnach Yepes BUrHaHHA B ErvneT i CKPOMHE AUTUHCTBO Ta OHICTb B 3aBMTOMY ranifieiCbKoMy MiCTeYKy,
Npo AKe, 34a€TbCA, B HapPOJ,i iluna noraHa cnasa. Moro ¥epTsa NpoxoanTb Yepes BiAKMHEHHA Bif TVX. [0 KOTO
BiH 6yB nocnaHuin, Yepes Hapyry i 3HyWaHHA, axk Ao XpecTa. [1poTe, XpMcTOC CNOBHMB CBOKO MICit0, CNOBHMB
Bosito HebecHoro OTugs.

| KOXeH 3 Hac MOK/AMKaHui T Moro wnaxom, NPOA0BXYUMN Moro micito. A ue BMMAara€ Big Hac
YCBIiAOM/IEHHA TOrO, WO MU — YN1E€HU Woro Tina, T0670, Lepksu. Lle Bumarae Big Hac YnMm TicHiWoro 3’egHaHHSA 3
Hum B3Ke TYT Ha 3emni, 3’eaHaHHA 3 Moro /1io60B’10, o6 mMoxkHa 6yn0 3’eaHaTUC 3 Moro epTBoto, AK y4acHUK
Moro micii.

Y Pi3aBi y TaEMHMUMI1 | He36arHeHHMM cnocib 3’egHyeTbcA NoyaToK Moro micii i Haw nepeacmak Heba.
3’eAHYIOTbCA MOYATOK i KiHeub. OAHOYACHO MAEMO 3aKAMK A0 Toro, wob Mt B gopory 3a Hum i yxe
CNPOMOXKHICTb Hanepea OCATHYTU nepeacMaK pPagocCcTi 3aBepleHOoi MaHAapiBKU. Tox Pi3gBo — uUe He TiNbKK
paaicTb CiMeMHOro cBATa, He TiIbKK Biacali HebecHOoro CBiTNa, ane i 3aK/InK, CNPAMOBAHUIA A0 KOXHOrO 3 Hac,
3aK/IMK BiANPaBUTUCH B MYTb.

Ha nouaTtkax BubpaHoro Hapoay bor ckasas o lNpaoTus Haworo Aspama B Ypi Xangencbkim: Bungm go
cebe. | uei 3aKNMK cborogHi CNPAMOBYETHCA A0 KOXKHOIO 3 Hac: BUMAN Ao cebe. BUinamn 3 cBOEi 3aKN0NOTAHOCTI
CipUM LWOAEHHAM, BUAAM 3i CBOIX CTPaxiB i 0OMeXKeHb i CTaHb nepes, ACNa, B AKMX NOYMHAETLCA Micia XpuUCTa,
TBOA Micia. Micia, AKa He € nerkoto, ane, AKa € HeobXiAHO NepesyMOBO OCATHHA LiNi HAWOro iCHYBAHHA —
6yTi y Bi4HOCTI 3 Borom.

XPUCTOC PAMAOAETbCA!

+BucokonpeocsauweHHuit Cre¢paH Copoka
Mutpononut YkpaiHcbKoi KatonnubKoi Lepksu y CLUA
Apxuenuckon ®Pinagenbdinicbknin pna YkpaiiHuis

+MpeocsaweHHu MNasno XomHuybknii, HCBB
€Enuckon CremdopAacbKoi enapxii

+MpeocsAweHHUN BeHe gUKT AneKciltuyk
€nuckon YikasbKoi enapxii ceaToro Mukonas (aemop)

+MpeocsaweHHuit borgaH JaHuno
€Enuckon MapmcbKoi enapxii ceaToro Mocadara

+MpeocBAweHHMM IBaH Bypa
€nuckon-NMomiyHuk PinagenoPincbkum

+MpeocsAaweHHUN AHAPINA Pabiit
Enuckon-NMomiyHuk PinapgenoPincbkum
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