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. December 31,2017

SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY - DAVID, JOSEPH AND JAMES

TonE 5
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR JANUARY 1 — JANUARY 7

MoNDAY, JANUARY 1  —

Tae CircumcisioN oF OUur LorDp, Gob AND Savior JEsus CHRIST; OurR HoLy FATHER

BASIL THE GREAT, ARCHBISHOP OF CAESAREA IN CAPPADOCIA

9:30 AM

FrIDAY, JANUARY 5

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

ViGIL oF THEOPHANY; THE HoLy MARTYRS THEOPEMPTUS, BISHOP OF NICOMEDIA AND

TreoNAS; OUR VENERABLE MOTHER SYNCLETICA OF ALEXANDRIA; STRICT FAST DAY

“3 Hami bor!” - “God is with us!” Great Complines with Lytia (satifies obligation)
HoLy THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST (OBLIGATORY

10:00 AM — RovaL Hours
8:00 PM -
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6 —
FEAsT)
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy with Great Blessing of Water
6:30 PM — Great Vespers (satifies Sunday obligation)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
AND BAPTIZER JOHN
Divine Praises
Divine Liturgy

8:45 AM —
9:30 AM

SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY; SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY AND GLORIOUS PROPHET, FORERUNNER

For All Parishioners

CAtECHISM FOR YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

Catechism classes for the youth and young adults
(5-18) will begin in January. Registration forms are
available in the church hall. Please return them to
Fr. James by December 31st so that the appropriate
number of needed texts can be ordered. The schedule
and cost for the classes will be determined once the
number of students has been finalized.

LET’S GO CAROLING!
BETWEEN DECEMBER 25 AND FEBRUARY
2 LET’S VISIT PARISHIONERS, SHUT-INS,
AND NURSING HOMES TO BRING CHRISTMAS
CHEER. PLEASE CONTACT FR. JAMES IF YOU
ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING, wWOULD
LIKE TO BE VISITED OR KNOW OF SOMEONE
WHO WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED.

House Blessings

It is our custom to have our homes blessed
with the holy water sanctified on Theophany
(the feast which commemorates the Baptism
of the Lord in the Jordan River). If you would
like your home blessed please let Fr. James
know. If you have any questions about house
blessings, what is involved, why we bless our
homes, etc., please speak with Fr. James.




Are You Like Him?

December 27, 2017 - Fr. Stephen Freeman

Years ago when I was in seminary, I served a
small mission in Chicago. The priest was something
of a mentor for me during that time. There was a
young girl in the congregation, between two and
three years-old. She was convinced that the priest
was Jesus. (Well, he was wearing a white robe and
he did have a beard.) One Sunday, during his sermon
(delivered from the nave rather than the pulpit), she
got loose from her parents and went bounding up the
aisle. She stopped in front of him and said, “Jesus!”
He stopped his sermon, picked her up, and continued
while holding her in his arms. When the sermon was
completed he took her back to her parents. After the
service, he said to me, “Do you know what happened
today?” He explained, “She will grow up and have
no memory of me. But she will never forget that one
day, Jesus picked her up in his sermon.”

I’ve never forgotten the lesson. In my own years
in parishes, I’ve had more than a few children make
the same connection. Every time, I remember that
day, and I remember that it matters ever so much
what I do. If I'm not Him, then, at least, I'd better
be like Him.

A young couple was inquiring into the Church.
They attended a class on the Church’s moral teaching.
Their question startled me, “What concern should the
church have with our moral life?” My answer startled
them. “It’s quite simple. You’re raising my children.”
There is no moral free-ride for adults. Whether you
want it or not, children are watching you and making
choices and decisions. Stanley Hauerwas, the noted
theologian and ethicist, has said that the good news/
bad news about children is that, no matter what you
do, your children are most likely to turn out to be like
you. And, of course, they will be really like you, not
as you imagine yourself to be.

Among the more striking verses in Scripture is
St. John’s declaration:

Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does
not yet appear what we shall be, but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. (1 Jn. 3:2)

It is a very sweet promise. It is also a revelation.
If you are not like Him now, chances are you do not
see Him clearly, or know Him well. I think of this
often when I am encountering other Christians. It is

easy to have a facility with doctrine and Christian
thought. However, that same facility can be deeply
misleading. It is possible to mistake such knowledge
for saving knowledge. At the same time, it is not
uncommon to disregard such things as kindness,
generosity, and gentleness as nothing more than
“morality.” The Christian life cannot be divided in
such a manner. Saving knowledge is manifest as the
character of Christ within us. Without this knowledge
(which is synonymous with “character”’) everything
we take to be “knowledge,” such as doctrine and
Scripture, will be woefully misunderstood, even to
the point where it is working death within us.

In the Divine Liturgy, we are told, “Let us love
one another, so that with one mind we may confess,
‘Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Trinity One in
essence and undivided.”” The Creed is utterly
opaque to a heart that is not at peace, or that is at
enmity. The words, “I believe” in such a case, mean
nothing (or worse).

The vast majority of Christians through the
ages probably knew less “theology” than today’s
catechumenal converts. The Church has not thrived
or survived through its mastery of such things. It is,
instead, the character of Christ, acquired through
the sacraments and the patient keeping of the
Commandments that has preserved the faith. Such a
foundation can fathom mysteries.

Only the character of Christ can understand the
mysteries of the faith. The words of books, often the
works of saints, will not yield themselves to a heart
that has alienated itself from love.

St. John has another small passage worth noting:

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. He who does not love does not
know God; for God is love. (1 Jn. 4:7-8)

One way that I have understood this can be
expressed in this manner: We only know God to the
extent that we love our enemies. When we see hatred
and anger, the lack of kindness and generosity, we
may rest assured that we are not being confronted by
God. It is a place for patience and generosity, but not
a place of imitation.

Are we like Him? If you truly want to know God,
there is no other path.



IIponoBias Ha Heumo Mo Pi3nBi Xpucrosim

Iopozi bpamu i cecmpu!

Komun mu numie emi3ofiyHO CTUKAEMOCS 3
LUEPKOBHUM >KUTTSM, 13 LEPKOBHUM YCTaBOM,
MU HE YCBIIOMJIFOEMO, HACKIIbKU 30i[IHIOEMO
ofep>KyBaHi Bii LlepkBu ypoku >KuTTs. Ajke
yepe3nependavyBaHi ycTaBoM Oi0iiHI YNTaHHS,
yepe3 OOrociay»KO0BI TEKCTH 10 HAc MOCTAE
Bcs Llepksa, sik mictuune Tino Xpucrtose. Lo
BJIEILI: CyYaCHUH PUTM >KUTTS NMPUBYMB Hac
10 y>Ke LIBMUJIKOTO CIIPUIHSATTS JOBKIIS. Mu
NO3UPAEMO Ha CBIT, JIETSYA ABTOMOOLIEM IO
LIBU/KICHIN 10pO3i, 1 HE yMAEMO 3yMUHUTUCS
1 TOIJISIHYyTM Ha [OBKOJMILUHI Med3axi 4u
NOCUJIITH JIeCh Ha Oepe3i pPiuku - HaM HiKOJIU
e poouTH, MU MYMMO 10 MeTH. | Ha 1iit opo3i
MM HEXTYEMO THMU PAJIOLLAMU, SIK1 >KUTTSI HaM
IPOIOHYE.

YacTo Tak caMO MU YUHUMO 3i CIIPUAHSTTSIM
iHopMalii: Ham Tpeda NEeperyisiHyTd Macy
pi3HMX JIKepes, 1 MM OOMEXYEMOCS THUM,
1I0 FOPTAEMO CTOPIHKM KHUTH, JIALIE BpSIU-
rofiM 3yNUHSIOYACHh HAa OKpeMHMX Jiajorax
yi iHopMaliiiHO HacuueHux ab3auax. Mwu
neperssilaeMo 3a TMIBrOMHA CTO KaHaJiB
TesieGavueHHsl, JIMIIIe BUXOILTFOIOYUN 3BIITH SIKYCh
iHgopmartito, 1o Hac 3arikaBuia. I Bxe micys
neperJsijiy MmIyTaeMo, XTO came 1110 TOBOPUB JI0
Hac. A LlepkBa BUNTH HAC MOBYATH 1 3yTUHSTUCS.
BoHa BUMTH HAaC MOJIMTOBHOMY PO3JyMOBI Hajl
N06AYEHUM 1 BXOJPKEHHIO y OYYTHI TEKCT.

3aMUCTIMOCSI-HO  HajJi, TUM, $K MYApO
noOyyioBaHo came cBsiTKyBaHHs Pi3nBa. Llepksa
rOTY€E HAC JIO HbOTO COPOK /IHIB: COPOK JIHIB MU
nepekuBaeMo jopory, sikoro Cssita Popuna
iima go Bidreemy 1 sikoro Bech JHOCHKMIA
pin Big vacy BurHaHHs 3 Paroo Hamarascs
HOBEpHYTHUCS 10 BrpayeHoro Exemy. B octanHi
nH1 nepep Pi3nBoM MU 3HOB 1 3HOB MTPOUYUTYEMO
T1 TEKCTH, SIK1 JIyHAaTUMYTb 1 Ha came Pi3fBo, 1
Ha HEJIUTIO Ta cy0OoTYy Micist Hboro. Mu Bxogumo
B TEKCT, 00 3yMUHUTUCS, TTIMOLIE YCBIJOMUTH
T€ YU 1HLIE CJI0BO. | XO4a Ha nepuMx nopax Ham
MOKe OYTH Ba>KKO BUTPUMATH OJJHOMAHITHICTb

NPOYUTYBaHUX ppa3, aje NOTiM, MIPOIO HAILIOTO
BXOJKEHHSI B/ly XOBHE KUTTs LIepKBH, MU panTom
BI[YyBAEMO, SIK MEPejl HAMH BIKPUBAIOTHCS Ti
TIIMOVHU TEKCTY , IKUX MU HE TIoMivasu paHiiue. [
MU BUMMOCS! MOJIUTOBHOMY CHOIJISIIAHHIO LILOTO
TEKCTY , BIMMOCS PO3UMHSITU CBOIO CBIIOMICTE Y
HbOMY 1 KUTH pa3oM 13 Xpuctom. Bracue, 10
UbOTO 1 MOKJIMKAHUI €BAHTEILCHKUN TEKCT, 60
MOr0 CIIPUHAHSATTSI HE € JIsl HAC CaMOIJUIIO, a
TLTLKA METOJIOM Halloro HaGkeHHs o Toro,
XTO MPOMOBIISIE JI0 HAC uepe3 €BaHremie, — 10
Camoro Bbora.

Tax 1 B i i1, HacTynHi nicast Pizasa, Lepksa
3HOB 1 3HOB TMOBEPTAE HAC JI0 TMEPEKUTUX
nofiif, 3MylIlyroun abo, pajile, 3a0X0uyruu
3BEpHYTM yBary Ha Ti HIOAHCH, $Ki, MOXKE,
MM TPOMHUHYJIM $Ki a00 pPO3UMHUINCS B
3arajbHifl pajlocTi MiJHECEHOrO Mepe>KMBAHHS
Piznea XpuctoBoro. ChorojHi mepey Hamu
BiJIKpUBAIOTHCS pamMaTUYHi aCreKTH
PiznBsiHux nopiii: BUMyllleHa BTevya Ao €runty,
3arubenb BidueeMcbkux jaitein (Mr.2:13-19).
Ham cnouaTky 3maeTbcst Ge3ruyys3ior0 Taka
HeﬁMOBipHa >KOPCTOKICTh Liapsi Ipopa. Aune
MOTIM MU MO3UPAEMO Ha JIOJICEKY ICTOPIIO, Ha
ICTOpiI0 HALIOrO HAPOAY 1 GAuMMO, CKIMBKM
K TakuX LapiB IpOfiiB MPUXOAWIO [0 Hac y
MUHYJIOMY: KOJI, 11100 MOMCTUTHUCS T€TbMaHOBI,
3HUIIYBAJIM TOBHICTIO HOTO CTOJIMIIO aX [0
HEMOBJISITKA, SIKE HE MOIJIO 3PO3YyMITH TOrO,
10 BiOYyBa€TLCS JOBKOJA; KOJIM Halli cena
obHocuim  koppoHamu  HKBJT HIKOTO He
BUMYCKAJIM 3BiITW, TPUPIKAIOYM JIOfIel Ha
JKaxXJIMBY TOJIOJIHY CMEpPTh; KOJU Wil cena
HEBUHHMX JIFO/IEV BUHMLLYBaIX a00 BUCEJISIIA B
Cubip 3a Te, 10 B OKOJIMISX LIMX CiJ1 TpuBaja
60poThOa MPOTH, BIIMOBIIHO, HALIMCTCHKUX a60
00JIbILIEBULILKMX OKYTAHTIB.

€BaHresNbCbKUII  TEKCT  JIONOMara€  Ham
3pO3yMITH CBOE Miclle y 1iii 60poThOi 100pa 3i
3JI0M, BiIUYTH, SIK XPUCTOC 3acTepirae Hac He
OyTH anaTUYHUMM, TACUBHUMU Y Ll OGOpPOTHOL.
Bo Hepapma cborofiHi Ja€Thesl HAM MOMipPKYBaTH
Haj1 noyieuroM [Ipeuncroi Boropopuiii i cBsiToro



Mocuda O6pyunrka. [apasn, Ipecssra [iBa
Oyna Marip’to 1 1ii HIOM Hanexayo oGepertu
Huruny. A kum OyB st Icyca mpasejHmii
Nocud O6pyunnk? BiH ke cnoyaTKy CIpUIHSIB
HapoyikeHHs1 [lutuHu K oOpasy s cebe, 60
3apyueHa 3 Hum [liBa Hapopkye [TuTrHy HEBiIOMO
Bil Koro. I, TMM He MeHuIe, BiH, MOCIYyXaBIIU
aHresia, He BUrOHMTHL Mapito. Hasnaku, Gepe
Ii 3 co60I0 y BaskKmMil yac OYiKyBaHHsl MOJIOTIB,
iige pasom i3 Hewo no Bidueemy. A xomu
Hocud nmouys, mo Ipop nepecrigye HapomKeHe
Hutarko, To pasom i3 [liBoto BiH ifie 0 €runty.
Ine, 06 BUKOHATM CTapO3aBITHE MPOPOLTBO,
iijie, TPUMAarouu Tifi CBO€EO omikoro 1 Marip, Ska
e MepexkuBae BaXKKW CTaH TMiCJIsl MOJIOTIB, 1
MaJieHbke JIuTsTKO.

Y uei neHb roMThCs HaM, 3rajytouu Npo
Breuy Casroi Popunu no €runrty, 3ragatu
1 MINbIOHM TUX MYXKHIX XPHUCTHUSH, SKi
3apa3 MEepeXMBAIOTh TMOJBUT CIOBIHUITBA Y
€runTi, SKUA MPOTITOM MMHYJIOTO POKY TaK
NOMITHO ToyaB 3MiHIoBaTucs. He 3aBxau
PEBOJIIOLISl MPUBOAUTL JI0 BJIAX MPOrPECUBHI
neMokpatuuHi cunmu. Yacto 6yBae HaBnaku. | B
Hallliil BIACHIN icTOpii MU OauuMo, sIK Mifi Yac
AHTULAPCHKOI PEBOJIIOLIT PANTOM 3JI0UYMHHE
yIPYNOBaHHSI, $SIKE TPUKPUBATIOCS  JIBOKO
COLISUTICTUYHOIO (Ppa3010, BUNHWIIO NEPEBOPOT
1 3yMiJIO 3aBOIOBaTM Ha JIOBTi moHaj 70 pokiB
He TUIbKU camy Pocito, ane i KpaiHu I0BKOJIa
Hel. €runeTcbki XpUCTUSIHU, HANEBHO, HIKOU
NpPOTSITOM  OCTAaHHIX KiJIbKaxCOT PpOKIB He
BiIUyBaM cebe B Oe3neui. AJjie MonepefHin
pekuM, Momnpu Te, M0 BiH OyB aBTOPUTAPHO-
JIMKTATOPCHKMAM, BCE 3K TaKd J1aBaB TMEBHY
171103110 cTablIBbHOCTU. | OCh LBOro pexkumy
He crano. [Ipurapaiite, XT0 OyB yBaXKHUM [0
HOBWH, 116 HANPUKIiHIIl MO3aMUHYJIOTO POKY Ha
Pi3nBsiHi cBsiTa 32 3axifHUM KaJieHAapeM BxXe
MOJITANIN 0 HAC BiIOMOCTI MPO MOTPOMU OiJist
XPUCTUSIHCHKUX LEPKOB y €TUNTI, PO CyTUUYKU
Ha MiXxpeniriiHomy rpyHTi. I us Tparepis
NPOJOBXKYBAAcs MPOTSTOM HACTYMHOTO POKY.
3HOB 1 3HOB 3BEpTAJMCS JI0 HAC 13 MPOXaHHSIM
Npo MOJIUTOBHY MiATPUMKY OpaTu 1 cecTpu 3
€runry.

Kpaina paOctBa, KpaiHa, ska cTana
CUMBOJIOM 0e3ri1y370ro NIPUTHOOJICHHS,
CIpPSIMOBAaHOTO ~ Ha  BHMHMUIEHHS  LJIOrO

Hapojly, CTa€ JUIsl Hac 1 CbOTOJHI CHUMBOJIOM
PEJIriiiHOT HETOJIEPAHTHOCTH, 0O NPUXIT [0
BJIAJIM ICIAMICTCBKMX TNAapTiii CTBOPIOE HOBI
3arpo3u sl XPUCTUSIH — JJIsl XPUCTUSIH, SIKi
e TaM’sITaloTh Ti »KaxX®, sKi IM JIOBEJIOCS
NEPEeKUTU KiNbKa JIECATUIITL TOMYy. MeHi B
MICTI AC’IOT MOKa3yBajdu KOPAOHM, /10 SKUX
3yMUIA JIIATH 1CIAMICTCBKI (DaHATUKU, KOJU
HanajaaM Ha XPUCTUSIHCbKI KBapTaiu. Y sBIThb
co0l €rMneTcCbKUX XpPUCTHUSIH, TAaKUX CaMUX,
SK MU 3 BaMH, 3a LM KOP/IOHOM B OYiKYyBaHHi
Hanajgy... YsBITb AIT€H, KOTPl YyIOTh MOOJIU3Y
rajac (paHaTUYHOIO HATOBIY, 110 HEYXUJIBHO
HaOsmmKaeTbess. I He 3al0yapbTe B Wi JIHI,
CTMOBHEHI BEJIMYHOI THLII NMEepesKUBAHHS MUpY,
CHOBILIEHOr0 aHreJIaMu, MUPY , IKUI TPUXOJIUTH
1o Hac paszoM i3 CnacuTesieM, 3HalTH Yac i st
TOro, 100 MOMOJIUTUCS 32 MYXKHIX XPUCTUSIH
€runty, 3a rijHe HECEHHs] HUMU CBOTO MOJIBUTY .
3a Te, 06 1ap XpUCTUSHCHKOT JIFOOOBI HE 3HUK
y HUX 1 11100 3yMiB JIJaTH iM CUJIy MPOTUCTOSITH
311y 1 HACUJILCTBY.

Xail 1XHI CHOBIJHULLKWI TOABUT Oyfie
NPUKJIAIOM 11 Hac ycix. bo Tak yacTto Ham
X0YeTbCs BTEKTH BiJl CBOIX XPUCTHUSIHCHKUX
00O0B’SI3KIB, BIJI BHUKJIWKIB, S$KI [a€ HaMm
€BaHresyie, 3axoBaTHCS Yy CBOIO MAaJIEHbKY
nevyepKy, CHOPYKEeHYy Y BIAcHid ocesi, Yy
omkyomy Komi Jipy3iB. CxoBaTucsl Bifl THX
CYCHLUIBHUX MPOOJIEM, sIKi CTaBIISITh NEPEN, HAMU
nunemy: abo - a6o. AGo T i3 cuimamu fo6pa,
ab0 — 3 CUJIaMH 371a.

I xain HoBoHapomkene HemosiaTko Xpucroc,
SIke 3aB/1 KJIMYe HAaC Ha IOTIOMOT'Y — IOIOMOTY
MOKPUB/IKEHUM 1 3HEJIOJIEHUM — JIONIOMOXKE HaM
3poOMTH B L€l 4Yac CBiil NpaBUJILHUI BHOID.
AMiHB.



FROM THE CATHECHISM
“CHRIST OUR PASCHA”

Environment in which Faith is Transmitted:
Family, Nation, and Church

67 The primary context in which faith is transmitted
is the family. Parents form their children in the faith
by the example of their lives and the words of their
prayer. In teaching the Gospel and witnessing to it,
parents become the first catechists for their children.
As they raise children in a Christian manner, parents
create in their family a special atmosphere, one of
common prayer before icons and the observance of
Sundays and feast days.

68 From a young age, children enter into the
spiritual life. This life is built on prayer, hearing the
Word of God, and receiving Holy Communion. As
they grow into maturity, with the assistance of their
parents, children grow in the grace of the Mystery of
Baptism. They learn to overcome evil and do what is
good. For children, the inheritance of faith received
from their parents is a token of assurance of eternal
life. The godly life of godparents and extended
family members also plays an important role in
a child’s maturing in the faith. Christian family
customs establish in children a Christian perspective
on human birth and death, the formation of families
and familial relationships, and they develop a sense
of belonging within a church community and one’s
people.

69 Every nation is a community, with its own
historical memory, earthly homeland, and struggle
for well-being and perfection. It was to thenations
that Christ sent his apostles: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20). The
Christianization of the nations depends upon the
gradual formation of a Christian worldview and
structuring of life. The Christian culture of a given
nation is a means for transmitting the faith from one
generation to the next. It nurtures within a nation a
love for God, for one’s earthly homeland, sacrificial
service for the sake of its well-being, and an honest
attitude towards work; it strengthens bonds within
families, among relatives, and in society. The mutual
permeation of the Gospel and the culture of a people
is expressed in the self-governance of a Church.

BII KATEXN3MY
“XPUCTOC HAIIIA ITACXA”
CepenoBunia mnepegaBaHHsl Bipu:
HApo[, HEPKOBHA CNiJILHOTA

cim’s,

67 [Nepmm cepeoBHILIeM NIepeflaBaHHs BipH € CiM 5.
Barbky BUXOBYIOTH Y Bipi CBOIX JIITEl MPUKIIAIOM
JKATTS 1 CJIOBOM MOJMUTBU. BOHM HaBUYarOTL iTEN
€BaHreJis 1 cBigyaThb MOro CBOIM KUTTSIM, CTAlOUN
ISl HUX TIepIIMMK KaTtexuramu. [1o-XpucTusHebKu
BUXOBYIOUM [iTel, OaTbKU CTBOPIOIOTHL Yy CIM’1
0Cco0MBY aTMoc(epy CHIIbHOT MOJIUTBU Mepef,
IKOHaMM, CBITKYBaHHSI HEJIUTh 1 CBSIT.

68 JliTu y>ke 3MaseyKy BXOfITb y [yXOBHE >KUTTS,
30yn0oBaHe Ha MOJIMTBI, ciayxaHHi CioBa Boxoro i
npuiiHsATTi CBsitoro Ilpuuacts. [Jopocraroun o
3piJIOro BIKY, JIITH 3 IOIOMOTOI0 GAThKIB 3pOCTAIOTh
y  OmaropariTaincTBa  XpEILUEHHS,  BYATHCS
nepemaraT 370 i TBopuTu J1o6po. OTprumana Bift
0aThKiB CHAMIMHA Bipu € MJIsl JIiTeil 3amopyKoro
BIYHOrO >KUTTA. 751 [03piBaHHS JUTHHU Yy Bipi
BEJIMKE 3HAUEHHS Ma€e MOOOXHE KUTTSl XPECHUX
6aTbKiB 1 WIEHIB pOAWHHU. XPUCTUSHCHKI POIVHHI
3BMYAl  MPUILEIUIIOIOTh  JITSIM — XPUCTUSHCHKUI
TMIOTJISA]T HA HAPOJIPKEHHSI 1 CMEPTb JIFOfIIHU , CTBOPEHHS
ciM’T Ta ciMeliHi B3a€EMMHH, PO3BUBAIOTH TMOYYTTS
NPUHAJIEXKHOCT] 10 LEPKOBHOI CHIJILHOTH 1 CBOTO
Hapopy .

69 KoxkeH Hapoj € CHUTBHOTOI 3 BIIACHOIO
ICTOpUYHOIO TaM SITTIO, CBOEID OATHKIBIIMHOIO 1
npauelo 3apagd MpoLUBITaHHS 1 BIOCKOHAJEHHS.
o HapopniB XpuCTOC MOCUNAE anocTOMiB: «ImiTh,
OT3Ke, 1 3p00ITh YUHSMU BC1 HAPOJU: XPECTSIUU 1X B
iMm’s Otog, i Cuna, i CBaroro [lyxa; HaBuaroum 1x
GeperTH Bce, 1m0 S Bam 3anoBifgaB» (MT. 28, 19-20).
XpucTusiHI3allisl HApOJIiB MOJISITA€ B TOCTYIOBOMY
(bopMyBaHHI  XPUCTUSHCHLKOTO  CBITOIJISIY — Ta
SKUTTEBOTO  YKJIaJy. XPUCTHUSHCbKA —KYyJbTypa
HApOJy € 3ac000M MepefaBaHHsl Bipv 3 MOKOJIHHS
B MOKOJIiHHS. BOHA >k BUXOBY€E B Hapojii J1000B 10
BaTbKiBIMHN, JKEPTOBHE CITY3KiHHS 11 6J1arOBi , YecHe
CTaBIICHHSI 710 TIpali, 3MIIHIOE CiMeliHi, pPOAUHHI
Ta CYCHiIbHI 3B’S13KM. BHSIBOMB3a€EMONPOHUKAHHS
€BaHreJis i KyJbTypH Hapofy € MoMicHicTh Llepksu.



Sunday offering for December 24 / 25

Amount  Number

$5.00
$10.00
$25.00
$40.00
$50.00
$90.00
$100.00
$198.00
$200.00
$1238.00

Parishioner Total:  $1163.00
Visitor Total: $75.00

(loose)

—_—— = WO DD = DD

Average / parish household (43): $14.91
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1037.00>

2018 Liturgical Calendars are available
in the parish hall. A special “Thank You”
to Goodbody Mortuary for once again
sponsoring our calendars. The calendar gives
the appointed scriptures readings for each day

of the year.
Read the scripture daily!

Upcoming Events:

JANUARY 6  — THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD
JANUARY 21 — SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND
PHARISEE

JANUARY 28 - SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
FEBRUARY 4 — SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT
(MEATFARE)

FEBRUARY 11 — SUNDAY OF THE EXPULSION FROM
PARADISE (CHEESEFARE)

Cuersy PorLuck
FORGIVENESS VESPERS
FEBRUARY 12 — FIRST DAY OF THE GREAT FAST
(LENT)
Offerlngs to the Church:

Your offerings: 1) help the Church fulfill

her work; 2) help you grow in Christ.
Offerings are a matter of faith not just
finances.

The Lord says: “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
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the poor can help us change our hearts.

PAristu COMMITTEES

FinanceE COMMITTEE:

Myra Heltsley
Stephen H()Jsdn
Maria Hughes

PAsTORAL COUNCIL:
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman
Luke Miller

S'l‘lﬂ\\ ARDSHIP [il*'l \NDR \|S|\(L> C()\l\ll'l”l‘lil‘ll
Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

Social, COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Michael Miller
Olga Miller
Lt,ﬁ)omyra Yoldas















PROT. N. (111 17/468

PRAYER IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Epistle of the Synod of Bishops

of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in 2017
to Clergy, Monastics, and Laity

“Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11: 1)

Very Reverend and Reverend fathers!
Venerable brothers and sisters in monasticism!
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

Having gathered at the Holy Synod in Briukhovychi near Lviv on 3-12
September 2017, we, the bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, focused
on the central aspect of the life of the Church, namely, prayer —both personal and
communal prayer. We strive to share with you the fruit of our common spiritual
reflections.

Although prayer is the natural consequence and manifestation of a person’s
faith in God, nevertheless, one must learn to pray, constantly restoring and
deepening their ability to communicate with God. The request of the disciples of
Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1), is always of relevance to us, because our
Lord Jesus Christ Himself is the main teacher of prayer. And today, we as a Church
humbly approach Him and repeat the request of the disciples. In the modern
world —which, on the one hand, offers a beautiful, unprecedented opportunity to
humanity, and, on the other hand, presses on it with an avalanche of information
and confuses with pseudo-values and ideologies — this request becomes of particular
importance.

From the Gospel, we see that Christ teaches prayer primarily through His
own life and example. His relation with the Father is manifested continuously, both
in public affairs and in personal and intimate communication with Him. Preaching
the Good News about the coming of the Kingdom of God, Jesus often invites His
disciples to keep vigil and pray. The Divine Teacher also offers them a verbal
example of prayer, the “Our Father,” which Christians from the first centuries to this
day consider to be the most important and most authoritative. In this prayer of Jesus
to the Father, He reveals all truth (cf. Matthew 3:15) about God and man, because
this prayer, from the mouth of the Lord Himself, reminds us that God is a loving
Father who is close to people in all of their lives’ states, needs and difficulties, and it
reminds us that a human person is a beloved child of God, called to fulfil the Lord’s
plan, namely that His name be hallowed, that His kingdom come, and that His will
be done (cf. Matthew 6:9-10).

A prerequisite for Christian prayer is our humility before God, the
recognition of our inability to communicate with the Creator. In our liturgical
services, we reveal this weakness to our God and humbly admit: “Teach us your



statutes, because we do not know how to pray as we ought, unless you, Lord, guide
us by your Holy Spirit” (Seventh Morning Prayer during Matins). And the Lord, in
His mercy, gives us His Holy Spirit, who “searches the hearts of men,” “helps us in
our weakness,” prays with us, and “intercedes for us according to the will of God,”
as Saint Paul teaches us (cf. Romans 8:26-27). Therefore, every liturgical service and
every conversation with God in prayer begins with calling upon the Holy Spirit.

True Christian prayer implicates a meeting with the living God and
establishing a personal relationship with Him. This may involve silently listening to
the Word of God—which is especially needed during this time of informational
noise and consumerist tumult—as well as praise and gratitude, humble supplication
and repentance. Sincerity and authenticity are very important elements of this
relationship. The personal prayer of a Christian is an encounter of a living, real
person with a living God. Before the face of the Creator, a believing person does not
deceive or does not put on masks because they do not doubt the kindness and
unconditional love of the Lord God.

An intrinsic feature of Christian prayer is the openness of human person to
the will of God and the willingness to accept it: “Teach me to do your will, for you
are my God” (Psalm 142:10). Therefore, prayer should not be seen as a human
endeavour to persuade God to fulfil our desires. Our sensitivity to the voice of God
is much more important than our requests, because the Lord knows “what each
needs even before they ask or are aware of it” (Fifth Evening Prayer during Vespers).

A Christian is never alone in prayer, they are united with their brothers and
sisters in Christ. According to the testimony of Christ, “where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20), prayer is
most complete in its communal dimension. Therefore, common family prayer is very
important for Christian life and the Divine Liturgy is its summit and source.

Serving God is a dialogical act: the Lord blesses those who bless Him and
sanctifies those who trust in Him (cf. Ambo Prayer of the Divine Liturgy). That is
why the main liturgical service of the Church is called the “Eucharist” —
thanksgiving for all that the Lord has done for us according to His great mercy. The
purpose of the Eucharist is not only to change bread and wine, but above all to
change us, to unite us with Christ. The ministry of the Eucharist is “for us,” so that
“all of us, who share in this one bread and cup, with one another” may be united
“into the communion of the one Holy Spirit” (Epiclesis of the Liturgy of St. Basil the
Great). Through the Holy Eucharist, “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit” are present in this world.
Through the Eucharist, the Church becomes a sacrament of salvation of the world
and at the same time is the forerunner of “life of the world to come.”

Prayer is the cooperation of man with God, and therefore it is inextricably
linked with the responsibility of each person for their own life, for the life of the
Church, and for the whole world. Every Christian who, with an open heart, appeals
to the Giver of his life and the Lord in prayer, is called in the same way to build the
Church with his own life, and to spread in the world God’s salvific action. We must



remember the words of the Apostle James: “Faith by itself, if it has no works, is
dead” (James 2:17). If our personal and communal prayer is a manifestation of faith,
it must, therefore, be reflected in good deeds, in the ministry of service (diakonia) in
the Church and in society. Then all of life will be a lasting glorification of God
through deeds, words, thoughts, intentions, and efforts.

It should be remembered that the cradle and the first school of prayer is the
Christian family, which we traditionally call the domestic Church. Therefore, we
express our sincere gratitude to our parents and grandparents from whom children
and grandchildren hear the words of prayer for the first time in their lives and learn
to utter these words of prayer with due attention and awe. Such prayer often
establishes the foundation for the Christian upbringing of a child, as well as the
beginning of his or her gradual growth in faith and virtues. We call upon all
Christian families to continue to diligently foster family prayer, both in the morning
and in the evening, and with prayer on their lips to begin work and thank God for
their daily bread during meals.

At the same time, we encourage parents, as well as catechists and clergy, to
pay significant attention to educating children in prayer, using the rich spiritual
heritage of our liturgical tradition when teaching the Christian faith in catechetical
schools, in sermons, and during retreats, especially focusing on the liturgical texts in
which the Church expresses its faith and the saints share their experience of prayer.

Because priests are the leaders of prayer for parishioners in the parish
community, we express our recognition and appreciation to every priest and deacon
who are for their faithful examples and teachers of prayer. At the same time, we
renew the call to all clergy and pastors about daily perseverance in prayer, both
personal and liturgical. Let us remember that the church community, which does not
pray, betrays its vocation and deprives its members of the many gifts of God they
need in their everyday and spiritual affairs. Our great desire and wish is that,
through the zealous cultivation of liturgical and personal prayer, theological
educational institutions and institutions for formation within our Church help the
Church’s future ministers to gain authentic experience in communicating with the
living and merciful God.

We express particular acknowledgement to the consecrated communities,
whose main meaning of life is prayer — both personal and liturgical. The service of
prayer of monasteries today is more than ever important to our people. Therefore,
we urge monks, nuns, and religious to duly perform their liturgical prayer rule in
accordance with the prescriptions of our rite. We believe that our monasteries will

remain schools of the Church’s prayer for their members and all faithful of the
Church.

We want to emphasize that, as shepherds of the Church, we sincerely respect
and appreciate the manifestations of prayerful piety of our laity. In particular, we
mean prayer fraternities, movements, and communities, which, under the guidance
of experienced clergymen, we encourage all faithful to participate in. We especially
want to note the practice of pilgrimages to holy places, which the Lord generously



granted to Ukraine. Pilgrimage to holy places with proper spiritual accompaniment
becomes a very important school of prayer for the faithful of our Church. The prayer
of God’s journeying people reflects the mission of the Church — to always enter into
the salvific presence of God. The Lord God constantly comes for our sake and for
our salvation, and the Church always comes to meet her immortal Bridegroom. In
this sense, every Christian is a pilgrim, a living witness of God’s salvific coming to
this world.

Over the past few years, our people have faced difficult challenges. These
difficult and tragic circumstances have revealed the unprecedented power of the
spirit of our people, a force that derives from prayer and trust in God. At the most
difficult times, many of the faithful of our Church did not cease to pray and keep
vigil. Thanks to the enduring support of prayer, sacrifice, and dedication of many of
our priests, monastics, and lay people, we overcome great difficulty every day and
move forward. Prayer is the power of our people and the source of salvation;
therefore, we call upon everyone to continue to persevere in prayer with the words
of the Apostle Paul: “Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord.
Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer...Bless those
who persecute you; bless and do not curse them” (Romans 12:11-12, 14).

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! The Lord blessed our Church with the
freedom to pray, which we did not always have. At the same time, He gave us life —
space and time to meet and communicate with Him. Let us use this gift!

As was said in the beginning, the Holy Spirit teaches us to pray. Let us pray,
let us keep vigil, let us listen to His Word in the silence of our hearts and in our
communities. He speaks and comes to us to be with us personally in the new year,
with our families, with our communities and with our people. Let us rejoice in this
mystery and live in peace!

May the blessing of the Lord be upon you!

On behalf of the Synod of Bishops
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church

+ SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,
on the day of our Holy Hierarch and Father Nicholas
Archbishop of Myra in Lycia, Wonderworker,
19 December A.D. 2017

Priests are instructed to read this Epistle to their faithful after every Divine Liturgy
on Sunday 31 December 2017.
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