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. January 7,2018
SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY
SyNaxis oF THE HoLy AND GLORIOUS PROPHET, FORERUNNER AND BAPTIZER JOHN

TonE 6
HEDULE OF DERVICES FOR ARY 1 — ARY 7
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13— THE HoLy MARTYRS HERMYLUS AND STRATONICUS
6:30 PM — Great Vespers (satifies Sunday obligation)
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14 — LEAVETAKING OF THEOPHANY; 32ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; THE VENERABLE MARTYRS
SLAIN AT SINATI AND RAITHO; THE PASSING OF THE HoLy EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES
NINA, ENLIGHTENER OF GEORGIA
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners

LET’S GO CAROLING!
BETWEEN DECEMBER 25 AND FEBRUARY
2 LET’S VISIT PARISHIONERS, SHUT-INS,
AND NURSING HOMES TO BRING CHRISTMAS
CHEER. PLEASE CONTACT FR. JAMES IF YOU
ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING, wOULD
LIKE TO BE VISITED OR KNOW OF SOMEONE
WHDO WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED.

January Birthdays:
Nicholas Hirniak - 1/7
Michael Miller - 1/15
Mark Hartman - 1/23
Ephrem Tooma - 1/24
Iryna Khanyk - 1/24
Christian Hartman — 1/26
Colin Hartman - 1/26
Xenia Moore - 1/26
Mmnoeasn i 6aa2as aima!
Many blessed years!

Special birthday wishes to Michael Miller who
is celebrating his 8oth birthday this month!
May God grant him health, salvation, visitation
of the Holy Spirit and many blessed years!

Biunas Ilam’sats — Eternal Memory

Our beloved parishioner, Regina Wagner,
fell asleep in the Lord this past Wednesday.
Funeral arrangements are pending. Please
keep Regina and her whole family in your

prayers. CARBI

LPb

House Blessings

[t 18 our custom to have our homes blessed
with the holy water sanctified on Theophany
(the feast which commemorates the Baptism
of the Lord in the Jordan River). If you would
like your home blessed please let Fr. James
know. If you have any questions about house
blessings, what is involved, why we bless our
homes, etc., please speak with Fr. James.




Hemug niciass BorosaBjiacHHsA

Hapoo, axuii cuoie y memnomi, nobaqus eauxe ceimaio
Mamen 4,12 — 17

Y  choropHimHbOMY  €BaHremii, TOBOPSIYN
«nokairecss» (M. 4, 17), Icyc 3BepTaeTbcs 10 HAC.
Komu mMu B Hboro oxpectunucs, To OfsirHyJIMCSl B
Hboro, «3opsrHynucs y cBitio» (muB. ['an. 3, 27),
SIK MU CIiBaJIM CbOTOAHI Ha BoXKecTBeHHil JTyprii.
SIK Ke He 3aMHCIMTUCS WMPO MpO Te, IO B HAC
nepedysae Icyc i Moro cBitio, pasom 3 Otuem, Skuii
€ mkepesnoMm cBiTiaa Tta Moro Jlyxom ictuHHM, 10
cBiTUTB 15t Hac. Came 3aBsiKi Boxiil NpUCyTHOCTI
B HAC MU CTAEMO HOBOIO JIFOIMHOIO, BITHAXOJIIMO TY
BIUHY CYTHICTb, 3aKJIaJIeHy B HAC Bijf mo4yaTky. To 3K
Icyc 3anutye Hac: «HoMmy 3K BU NPOJOBXKYETE KUTU
HA30BHI, y CyTiHKax, B HepilIy4yoCTi, y BaraHsi, y
noBepxoBomy 6e3pajiichomy kutti? Ilokairecs,
BU3HAITE, 1110 HE MAETE Pallii, HABEPHITHCS |».

Haiinepiue, 1o cnig 3po6utu sl HAaBEPHEHHS,
— 1e YBIiTH, TTIMOOKO 3aHYPUTHCS IO CBOTO CEpLs
Ta OXPECTUTUCS B CBITIII XPUCTOBOMY, TOOTO
B mpucyTHOCTi Icyca Bcepenuui Hac. Mwu poGpe
3HAEMO, ajle YOMYCh 3a0yBaeMO, KOJIM HAETbCS MPO
Hworo, mo xomm XToch nepedyBae B CyTiHKax, BiH
HEMOB BIiJICYTHI/, TOAI SK Ha CBITJIi NMPUCYTHICTH
no6pe BUAHO. AJie CBITJIO — Ii¢ THINA, i TOMY HaM
CTpAIIHO yBixoauTu B cebe. Haile «si» Take 1rymHe
i po30ypxaHe, L0 MOBYaTM KHOMY HECTEPIIHO.
[MocTaHoBiMO Haiinepile YyBiTU [0 CBOrO Cepugl,
3aHYPMOCS Y CBITJIY MPUCYTHICTb XPUCTA B HHOMY.
Mu cTaemMO NpUCYTHIMUA BOAHOYAC TNEpefl HUM 1
nepesi cCaMMMu co0010.

¥ nomykax Moro cBiTiia Mu 3MOXKEMO CITyXaTH
Horo. e 3ByuuThH NapajioKCaIbHO, ajie Jiis TOoro,
100 HAaBEPHYTHCA 0 CBiTIa XpPUCTOBOrO, Tpeba
cnouyatky ciayxatu Horo, cinyxatu Horo cioso.
Koumu xTock kKnnye Hac, M1 3BEPTAEMO JI0 HbOTO CBiil
norysg. Icyc, Cnoso OTug, € CBITIIOM, SIK TOBOPUTH
Ham npo ue Moan Borocnos y nposnosi (qus. Ho. 1,
4; 9). Bin € cBitiiom, 60 Bin — cnoBo Otus. Ham
Tpeba MOJMBUTUCS Ha TOrO, XTO TOBOPUTH JI0 HAC,
3BEpHYTH Ol HAIIOro cepiis /1o Moro obmryaus, ake
Bin nepe6yBae B Hac. MycnMoO pO3IUTIOIIUTH OYi,
60, ciyXarou, MU MOYMHAEMO YBAXKHO JMBUTHCS.
CnyxaHHsl cepUeM HaloBHUTH HAac CBITIIOM, Y
TULII BCE MOBEPHETHLCS M0 CHPABXKHLOrO, Habepe

cBoro cency. Came uepe3 TakWil TOIJSJ, 4epes
Take cnyxanHs Cearuii [lyx 3iidmos i nepeGysae
Ha Icyci B Moro xpermieHHi, i Tak caMO CXOAWTH
Ha Hac y HamoMmy XpelieHHi. Bin nepeGyBae B Hac
Oe3nepecTaHHO, abW MPOBAUTU HAC, POOUTH HAC
yBakHUMMU J10 Icyca, 1o 6mkHix. Take HaBepHEHHS
MU MOKEMO NEPEKUBATU Y Oy/ib-sIKUIl MOMEHT JIHSI.

Ho yoro Hac pe nposauTh? Icyc ckaszaB 10
Hac y cworojiHilHbOMy €Banrenil: «[lokaiiTecs,
60 HeGecne LapctBo 6im3pko» (M. 4, 17). Ak
posymitu «Hebecne LlapctBo»? Wperbcs mpo
LIIJIKOM HOBE CTABJICHHSI 10 MHILMX, NP0 JIIOfISHICTb,
HamoBHeHY Bokoro nmprcyTHiCTIO. A 6yTH HanpaBy
nopsig 3 Hum Mu MokeMo came yepe3 HaBepHEHHS
cepus 1o cBiTyia. Mixk HaMU 1 MHIIMMU 3aBXKIUA €
TiHb Hamoro «si»! Ceatuit JlyXx MosKe BUIPOCTATH,
MPOCBITUTA Hally OLIHKY WHIIMX JIOAeH, ajiKe
Hallli CY/I)KeHHSI TakKi 3aruTyTaHi, BOHU HAYTb YCJIiJ
33 HAllUMU €MOLisSIMU, 1HTepecamu, MNOTpeOoro
CaMO03axXMUCTY UM 11Ie 32 YUMOCh. A MPOTE Y XpeLLeHH]
OTPUMY€EMO HposopnﬂBme' Mycimo  HagumTHCS
Bifl Hyxa ICTUHM LiHYBaTH, OLHIOBATH MaJICHbKI
LIOAEHHI NOfi1, a He JIMLIe NOMIl 3Ha4Hi, B SIKUX MU 1
Tak Hivoro He 3MmiHnMo. Tpeba npocutn y CBsITOrO
Jlyxa «IyXOBHOTO BiIHOBJIEHHSI HAILIOTO yMma », SIK
nuiie anocton [1aBno y cBoeMy nocnanti (mus. Ed.
4,23).

Konu mu nepe6yBaemo nepep MHILIUMU Y CBITJI,
Hallle Ceplie BIIKPUBAETHLCS, 1 MU MOKEMO XOJUTH B
CBITII, sIK Kaxke Moan Borocos, a «komnn XOJIMMO y
CBITI, 5IK BiH cam — y CBITJIi, MM Ma€MO CHUILHICTh
onyH 3 omHAM» (1 Ho. 1,7). e i € HapcTtBo Boxe.
€nnanns Bora y [lpecsariin Tpoiini crae Hammm
enHanHsM. I Tomy apctBo Boxke 30Bcim 6im3bKO.
Bono napoBane Ham. Hexaii cBiTIo, sike nepeOyBa€e
B HAC, CTPYMEHUTb 13 IJIMOMHN HAUMX ceppietpb. Tax,
Bor € cBitno, 60 Bin — mo6os ()11/113 1 Vo 4, 16). To
* HaBepHimMocst o Moro cBitna, i Moro mo6os 6y/ie
HALIUM KUTTSIM.

Kan Kopb6oH, Lle nazusacmvca ceimankom,
JIBiB, CBiuamo 2007



ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
by John G. Panagiotou

What do Jesus, the Bible, and the Church
Fathers say about Tithing and Giving to God?

“Where your treasure is there will your
heart be also.”’

These words of Jesus have resonated within the
hearts of people for two thousand years. What
was Jesus talking about? What do Jesus, the
Bible, and the Church Fathers have to say about
tithing and giving to God?

The Scriptures have no less than 2,350
verses having to do with money and money
management. Jesus speaks about money and
money management more than any other topic
including heaven, hell, salvation etc. The topic
is very important for the Christian life.

In an often misquoted verse, St. Paul the Apostle
writes,

“the love of money is the root of all evil” ?

St. Paul teaches that our Lord realizes that we
have needs to meet in order to live and to carry
out His work. God is, however, a jealous God
and demands our full commitment with nothing
else taking precedence over His Lordship in our
lives. That is why the Apostle Paul warns his
first century Greek congregation that the love of
money is evil.

All that we have is on loan from God. It is all
gift. What we do with our time, talent, and
treasures will have to be given account of on the
last day. This was the great sin of disobedience
by Adam in the Garden of Eden. He abused his
gift of stewardship. King Solomon who was the
richest and wisest man of all time, expressed his
feeling of the emptiness of materialism apart
from God when he said,

“vanity of vanities, it is all a bubble that
bursts”.

1 Matthew 6:21
2 1st Timothy 6:10

In the book of Genesis, the mysterious
paradigmatic priest of priests Melchizedek
appears to perform one task alone: to collect
the tithe from Abraham and to thus confer a
blessing upon him on behalf of the Lord.? This
clearly shows that Abraham in his righteousness
before God gave of his first fruits (his best
fruits) unto the Lord and in turn was blessed.
This is precisely what God is calling us to do.
We as believers are each called upon to give
sacrificially of our best resources first and God
will take care of the rest as He did with Father
Abraham.

As individuals, when we become burdened with
a mindset of materialism (i.e. non-stewardship
focused giving) we become slaves to our wealth
instead of our wealth becoming our servants
for the promotion of God’s Kingdom. This
clearly is not the way that God intended it to
be. Inevitably, we squanderer the gifts of our
resources. Then a multitude of other problems
emerge namely the bondage of debt. For truly,
as the Preacher teaches in Ecclesiastes and
Proverbs,

“the borrower is a slave to the lender” ?

All of these principles not only apply to
the individual Christian, but to the life of a
congregation as well. Jesus is clear in the New
Testament when He says that He would build
and grow the Church and that the task at hand for
believers is to make disciples who are followers
of Jesus amongst the nations. That is what the
core culture of a parish and diocese should be
all about. That is what the ultimate focus of any
and all monetary collections should be about.
As the late great Russian theologian Georges
Florovsky would write on the matter:

The primary task of the historical Church
is the proclamation of another world “to
come.” The Church bears witness to the New

3 Genesis 14:18-20
4  Proverbs 22:7



Life, disclosed and revealed in Christ Jesus,
the Lord and Saviour. This it does both by
word and deed. The true proclamation of
the Gospel would be precisely the practice
of this New Life: to show faith by deeds
(cf. Matt. 5:16). The Church is more than
a company of preachers, or a teaching
society, or a missionary board. It has not
only to invite people, but also to introduce
them into this New Life, to which it bears
witness.

It is a missionary body indeed, and its
mission field is the whole world. But the
aim of its missionary activity is not merely
to convey to people certain convictions or
ideas, not even to impose on then a definite
discipline or a rule of life, but first of all
to introduce them into the New Reality, to
convert them, to bring them through their
faith and repentance to Christ Himself,
that they should be born anew in Him and
into Him by water and the Spirit. Thus the
ministry of the Word is completed in the
ministry of the Sacraments.’

If you want to know the spiritual state and
strength of a church, just look at its stewardship
report. Invariably, it tells it all because what
people do with their money speaks volumes. We
make disciples by giving people Jesus through
preaching, teaching, the sacramental life, the
liturgical life and outreach ministries. It is to
this end that our giving should be focused. If the
ekklesia will do its job, Jesus has promised to
be faithful and do His. Sacrificial giving for the
Christian is not an option, but a joyful obligation.
St. John Chrysostom in the 4th century speaks
of this joyful obligation in his book On Wealth
and Poverty when he writes that the Christian
owns nothing because God owns everything.®

5 Florovsky, Georges, “The Church: Her
Nature and Task™ appeared in volume 1 of the
Universal Church in God’s Design (S.C.M.
Press, 1948).

6 Chrysostom, Saint John, On Wealth and
Poverty [trans.] (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s
Seminary Press, 1984).

The ecclesial ministry in its essence is not about
buildings, budgets, and bodies. The model that
we ought to follow is that the Church should
be viewed first and foremost as the family
of God, not just as another corporation or
business. When that happens, the Bible tells
us that inevitably God’s presence and blessing
can be seen manifest in the local eucharistic
community because its focus is on Jesus the
Author of our salvation. It is then when we
see the fullness of the Faith express itself, not
only in the transformation of the elements
into the Body and Blood of Christ, but when
the celebrant and those worshipers present are
transfigured into the Body of Christ as well.

With these things in mind, proper Christian
stewardship for individuals and congregations
should include the following four principles: 1)
the glorification of God should be the focus; 2)
giving should be sacrificial; 3) giving should be
of the best of the first fruits of one’s resources;
and 4) debt has no place in this paradigm.

If you would incorporate these four principles
of economics into your lives and the life of
your congregation, the Lord has promised to
do mighty, mighty works in your life and in the
lives of all around you. A proper understanding
of stewardship is not a luxury in our private
life as a Christian and in our collective life as
the Ekklesia. For us to be be truly “called out
from the world” as the word ekklesia connotes,
is to take up the mantle and responsibility of
stewardship and all that it entails.

John G. Panagiotou is a graduate of St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and
Wheeling Jesuit University.



FROM THE CATHECHISM
“CHRIST OUR PASCHA”

Environment in which Faith is Transmitted:
Family, Nation, and Church

70 The Church, one and at the same time diverse,
is a prefigurement of the family of nations, who
are all equal and yet different. To all nations the
Church proclaims the way of salvation: “And
undoubtedly the preaching of the Church is
true and steadfast, in which one and the same
way of salvation is shown throughout the
world.”!" In her ministry for the salvation of all
nations, the Church draws her strength from
the contemplation of the Most Holy Trinity,
the divine community of the Persons of the one
God. She extends the invitation:

Come, O you peoples, let us worship the
Godhead of three Persons ... Holy God, who
created all things through the Son, with the
cooperation of the Holy Spirit. Holy and Mighty,
through whom we have known the Father, and
through whom the Holy Spirit came into the
world. Holy and Immortal, Comforting Spirit,
who proceeds from the Father and rests in the
Son. O Holy Trinity, glory be to you!?

1 Irenakus OF Lyons, Against Heresies, V,20,1: PG 7, 1177.
2 Floral Triodion, Pentecost, Vespers, Final Sticheron
at Psalm 140.

BII KATEXN3MY
“XPUCTOC HAIIIA ITACXA”
CepenoBunia mnepegaBaHHsl Bipu:
HApo[, HEPKOBHA CNiJILHOTA

cim’s,

70 Lepksa, equHa i BogHOYac GaraTOMaHiTHA,
€ Npoo0pa3oM CiM’i HApOJIB, PIBHUX 1 PI3HMX.
Im ycim llepkBa nponoBigye HUISAX CHACIHHS:
«[TponoBigyBanus LlepkBu BiporijHe 1 TpuBKe,
00 uepe3 Hel MpoJisirae OfjHa Jopora CHaciHHS
o Bcilt 3emuti»'. LlepkBa y Cily>KiHHI CIIACiHHIO
HApOJiB 4Yeprnae HacHary 13 CIIOIVIs/JaHHs
[Tpecssaroi Tpoiili — BoxkecTBeHHOT CHiBLHOTH
Oci6 epuHoro Bora. Bona >k 3ampouiye:

«[IpwiiniTh, HapOIM CBITY, NOKJIOHIMOCH BoroBi
B Tprox Ocobax [...]: Cearmii Boxke, mo Bce
TtBOpULl CHHOM, 3a criBfisHHsIM CBsroro [lyxa!
Casruit Kpinkwuii, 1o Ham OTist 06°SIBUB 1y CBIT
nocias Cesitoro [lyxa! Cearuit bescmeptHuit
i [lymre-Yrimmrento, mo Big OTusd icxopuur i
B Cuni nepebyBaeur: Tpoiie Csita, — ciaBa
To6i1!»2.

1 Ipunen Jlioncekuit, Ilpomu epeceii, V, 20, 1.
2 Keimna mpioov, Henina I’ atnecstauii, Bedwipas,
cruxupa Ha «['ocnopiu, B3uBato si».

Po3nymu Bin Baaguku Benenukra

Ha cBoiii >KUTTEBIH 10p03i MU 3yCTpivaeMo 6arato
HEOPJIMHAPHUX OCOOUCTOCTEH, BU3HAUHUX, YACTO
JOCUTh MOOOXKHMX, a TO M CBATUX Jiofen. Yacrto
3yCTPIYaEMO JIFOJIEH, SIKi MAFOTh KOJIOCAJIbHUIA BILJTB
Ha Hallle JyXOBHE >KWTTS, HAa HAlle HABEPHEHHSI.
Hepinko Mu iy>ke 3aXOTUTIOEMOCH IUMU CUJTBHUMEU
ocobaMi, BBaXKAEMO I1X IS HAC BaKJIUBUMU 1
uiHHuMu. | e € HopmasbHO, 00 JIIOAUHA IIYKA€E
3pa3KiB /sl HACTIJyBaHHSI i aBTOPUTETIB.

OpmHak 'y BciX oOOCTaBMHAX 1 0C00ax BasKJIMBO
GaunTH, 1o 1X nocnaB ['ocnofb, 1 HIO 1 HIXTO HE
€ BUIA/KOBICTIO y HAILIOMY >KUTTi. By/b-siki ocoou
cami no co0i He € Hi IOCKOHaJli, Hi CBSITi. Bonu 6y
1 € JMIIe TUMU XTO 03BOJMIM Borosi istu B co0i,
npuitHsm Moro map kuTTs B cBiTOCTI. | BOHM cTamm
BEJIMKMMU JIFOIbMH, TOMY I1I0 Bor Beqmkwit, i Bin
3ajumB BigouTok CBOET Benyi B TUX JIIOASX . ToXK
no6aYMo 32 KOXKHOIO0 0CO00I0 MPUCYTHICTHL Boxy.

A Reflection from Bishop BENEDICT

On the road of life, we meet many extraordinary
persons: distinguished, often very devout, and even holy
people. Often we meet people who have a tremendous
influence on our spiritual life, on our conversion. Often,
we very much admire these strong people, we consider
them important and valuable for us. And this is normal,
because a person is looking for patterns for imitation
and authority.

However, in all circumstances and persons it is
important to see why the Lord sent them, and nothing
and nobody is an accident in our lives. Any person in
and of themselves is neither perfect nor sacred. They
were and are only those who allowed God to act in
themselves, accepted His gift of life in holiness. And
they became great people, because God is great, and He
left His imprint of His greatness in those people. So see
in each person the presence of God.



Sunday offering for December 31

Amount  Number
$5.00 2
$20.00
$30.00
$31.00

3 (1 guest)

1

1
$40.00 2

1

1

(loose)

$50.00
$100.00
$361.00

Parishioner Total:
Visitor Total:

$341.00
$20.00

Average / parish household (43): $4.37
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1859.00>

Upcoming Events:

JANUARY 21 — SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND
PHARISEE

JANUARY 28 — SunDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

FEBRUARY 4 — SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT

(MEATFARE)

FEBRUARY 11 — SUNDAY OF THE EXPULSION FROM

PARADISE (CHEESEFARE)

Curesy PotLuck
FORGIVENESS VESPERS
FEBRUARY 12 — FIRST DAY OF THE GREAT FAST
(LENT)
Offerlngs to the Church:

Your offerings: 1) help the Church fulfill
her work; 2) help you grow in Christ.
Offerings are a matter of faith not just
finances.

The Lord says: “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
also” (Matthew 6:21,) teaching us:
1) that what we spend our money one
indicates what is important to us, and
2) offering our money to the Lord and
the poor can help us change our hearts.

Mission Days Prayer

O Lord, God, shine forth the light of Your
Holy Gospel, so that the Christian faith
might spread through us, the baptized, as
children of the Light. Let us be witnesses
to Your Living Presence in our lives and
in our parish community, O Lord, hear us
and have mercy. The Holy Spirit provides
everything: He sends the prophets, leads
priests to perfection, teaches wisdom to
the uneducated, makes theologians of
fishermen, and unites the entire Christian
community, O Comforter, Consubstantial
with the Father and Son, glory be to You!

PARrIsn COMM[TTEES
FinanceE COMMITTEE:
Myra Heltsley
Stephen H()Jsdn
Maria Hughes

PastoraL COUNCIL:
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman
Luke Miller

S'l‘lﬂ\\ ARDSHIP [il*'l \NDR \|S|\(}> C()\l\ll'l”l‘lﬂl‘ll
Susan Avant
John Heltsley (fundraising consultant)

Social, COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Michael Miller
Olga Miller
Lt,ﬁ)om.yra Yoldas



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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