


o

. January 14, 2018

LLEAVETAKING OF THEOPHANY; SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS
THE VENERABLE MARTYRS SLAIN AT SINAI AND RAITHO;

THE PAsSING oF THE HoLY EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES NINA, ENLIGHTENER OF GEORGIA
ToneE7

HEDULE OF SERVICES FOR JANUARY 1

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
Please Note: NO Vespers this evening

— JANUARY 21

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 — SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE; OUR VENERABLE FATHER MAXiMUS THE CONFESSOR;

THe HoLy MARTYR NEOPHYTUS;

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

Why Does God Hide?

November 16, 2017 -

God hides. God makes Himself known. God hides.

This pattern runs throughout the Scriptures.
A holy hide-and-seek, the pattern is not
accidental nor unintentional. It is rooted in
the very nature of things in the Christian life.
Christianity whose God is not hidden is not
Christianity at all. But why is this so?

In a previous article, I wrote:

Our faith is about learning to live in the
revealing of things that were hidden. True
Christianity should never be obvious. It is,
indeed, the struggle to live out what is not
obvious. The Christian life is rightly meant to
be an apocalypse.

God is not obvious. That which is obvious is
an object. Objects are inert, static and passive.
The tree in my front yard is objectively there
(or so it seems). When I get up in the morning
and take the dog outside, I expect the tree to be
there. If it is autumn, I might study its leaves
for their wonderful color change (it’s a Gingko).
But generally, I can ignore the tree — or not.
That’s what objects are good for. They ask
nothing of us. The freedom belongs entirely to
us, not to them.

This is the function of an idol — to make a
god into an object. He/she/it must be there.
The idol captures the divine, objectifies it and
renders it inert and passive.

The God of the Christians smashes idols. He
will not stay put or become a passive participant in
our narcissism. He is not the God-whom-I-want.

Christ tells us, “Ask, and you will receive.

Fr. Stephen Freeman

Seek and you will find. Knock and the door
will be opened.” The very center of the life
promised us in Christ requires asking, seeking
and knocking. The reason is straightforward:
asking, seeking and knocking are a mode of
existence. But our usual mode of existence is to
live an obvious life (a life among objects).

Have you ever noticed that it’s easier to buy
an icon and add it to your icon corner than it is
to actually spend time and pray in your corner?
There is a kind of “Orthodox acquisitiveness”
that substitutes such actions for asking, seeking
and knocking. Acquisition is part of our obvious
form of existence. We have been trained in our
culture to consume. We acquire objects. On the
whole, we don’t even have to seek the objects we
acquire, other than to engage in a little googling.
We no longer forage or hunt. We shop.

But we were created to ask, seek and knock.
That mode of existence puts us in the place where
we become truly human. The Fathers wrote about
this under the heading of eros, desire. Our culture
has changed the meaning of eros into erotic, in
which we learn to consume through our passions.
This is a distortion of true eros.

Christ uses the imagery of seeking or true
desire (eros) in a number of His parables: The
Merchant in Search of Fine Pearls; The Woman
with the Lost Coin; The Good Shepherd and
the Lost Sheep; The Father in the Prodigal Son;
The Treasure Buried in a Field...

But how does seeking (eros) differ from
what I want? Are these parables not images of
consuming? Learning the difference is part of the
point in God’s holy hide-and-seek. The mode of



existence to which He calls us must be learned,
and it must be learned through practice.
Objects are manageable. They do not
overwhelm or ask too much of us. Consumption
is an activity in which we ourselves always have
the upper hand. St. James offers this thought:

You desire and do not have. You murder and
covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war.
Yet you do not have because you do not ask.
You ask and do not receive, because you
ask amiss, that you may spend it on your
pleasures. (James 4:2-3)

What we seek (eros) in a godly manner,
is something that cannot be managed or
objectified. It is always larger and greater than
we are. As such, it even presents a little danger.
It may require that we be vulnerable and take
risks. We are afraid that we might not find it
while also being afraid that we will.

The parables are not about a merchant
with a string of pearls, or a woman with a coin
collection. The merchant risks everything he
owns just for the chance of buying this one
pearl. The woman seeks this coin as though
there were no other money in the world.

When I was nearing the point of my
conversion to Orthodoxy, a primary barrier
was finding secular employment. It’s hard for
someone whose resume only says, “priest,” to
get a job or even an interview for a job. That
search had gone on, quietly, for nearly two
years. It was not an obsession — rather, more
like a hobby. But one day, a job found me. The
details are not important here. But the reality is.
The simple fact that a job was likely to happen,
that I only had to say, “Yes,” was both exciting
and frightening in the extreme. If I said yes, then
everything I had said I wanted would start to
come true (maybe). And everything I knew as
comfortable and secure would disappear (with
four children to feed). And if everything I said I
wanted began to come true, then the frightening
possibility that I might not actually want it
would also be revealed! I could multiply all of
these possibilities many times over and not even
begin to relate everything that was in my heart.

But the point that had found me was the
beginning of the true search. The risk, the
reward, the threat, the danger, the joy and the
sorrow, all of them loomed over me, frequently
driving me to prayer. I made the leap and began
a tumultuous period in my life. But my life,

like most, eventually settled down and slowly
became obvious.

St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, one of the great
monastic heroes of the Celtic lands, had a way
of dealing with the obvious. He would walk into
the North Sea from the island where he lived,
and stand in the waves up to his neck. It was a
dangerous sea, not like an American beach. He
stood there at the point of danger — and prayed.
St. Brendan crossed the Atlantic with his monastic
companions in a boat made of animal hides.
Countless thousands of monastics wandered into
deserts, forests, holes in the ground, islands, all
in order to place themselves at that point where
God may be found. Seeking God is not done in the
place of safety, though it is the safest place in all
the world.

Eros does not shop. True desire, that which
is actually endemic to our nature, is not satisfied
with the pleasures sought by the passions. It
will go to extreme measures, even deep into
pain, in order to be found by what it seeks.

All of this is the apocalyptic life of true faith.
The question for us is how to live there, or even
just go there for once in our lives. I “studied”
Orthodoxy for 20 years. All of my friends knew
(and often joked) about my interest. Many said
they were not surprised when I converted.

I was. I was surprised because I know my
own cowardice and fear of shame. If you liked
Ferraris, your friends wouldn’t be surprised if
you had photos and models, films and t-shirts.
But if you sold your house and used the money to
make a down payment on one, you'd be thought
a fool, possibly insane. Seeking God is like that.

There are quiet ways that do not appear so
radical. The right confession before a priest
can be such a moment. Prayer before the icons
in the corner of a room can become such a
moment, though it takes lots of practice and
much attention. They cannot be objects and the
prayer cannot be obvious.

All of this is of God, may He be thanked. We
do not have to invent this for ourselves. It is not
“technique.” The God who wants us to seek is
also kind enough to hide. Finding out where He
is hiding is the first step. Finding out where you
are hiding is the next. But the greatest and most
wonderful step is turning the corner, buying the
field, selling everything that you have, picking
up the coin, making that phone call, saying
“yes” and “yes” and “yes.”



ITronoBias BuUCOKONMPEOCBAMEHIIIOTO Baaguku Irops,
Aprxuenuckona JeBiscbkoro HEauist nro 3AKXES

[HKOMM cTaeTbCsl, WO /10 BEJUKUX
YM MEHIIMX MICT MNPUI3ASTh BU3HAYHI
JOIU, KOTpUX Biaa abo iHumi ocolwu,
o0 1X 3aMpOCUJIA, HaMararoThCs TifJHO
npuiiHaTA. Maiixke HiKOJIM He OyBa€ Tak,
oo Ti, SKI MpUIXaldd HA 3arpolLIEHHS
IHIIINX, BW3HAYAIOTL MiCOd YU OcCl0,
KOTPUX XOTIJM O BiABIIaTH. 3aMpOLLIEHUM
MPOTIOHYIOTH NEBHY MPOrpamy, Ha KOTPY
BOHU TMOTOXKYIOThCS a00 Bil KOTPOI
BIJIMOBJISIFOTHCSI.

TeKCT ChbOrOJIHIIIHBOTO €BAHIEILCHKO-
ro ypHUBKY PO3MOBIIA€ MpPO MO0, KOTpa
BiOyacst [BI TUCSYl POKiB ToMy. Icyc
XpUCTOC XOIMB IO MICTax i cejax To-
nineoi IOnei 1 HaByas. bysaro, mo ya-
coM XToch 3amnpotiyBaB HMoro 1o cebe Ha
roctuHy. He Oysno0 3BMYaro, HaBiThb JItO-
ISIM BUCOKOI'O CTaHy, HampoIyBaTUCS
caMHUM JI0 KOroch y rocmnofy. Tomy Bci
Ny>e 3[UBYBAJIUCSI, KOJU TOYYJIU, IO
Icyc xoue Oytn B goMi 3akxesi, KOTpO-
ro BBaXKajiu rpiluHUKOM. BiH, 3akxeii,
OyB CTaplIUM HaJ| MATAPSIMU, KOTPUIA Ha
TOM Yac CKJIaJIaB KOHTPAKT Ha TOPTIBIIIO
1 BCTAHOBJISIB BEJIMUKMHY TOJIATKY Ha peul,
aKkuMU TopryBaiu. Kpim Toro, 3akxeit
MaB MIJNCIVINX, SIKUM MPU3HAYAB CBHII
Byjl mpaui npu mutHuyl (nop. Craig S.
Keener, “IcTOpMKO-KYJILTYpHMIA KOMEH-
tap no Hosoro 3agity”). Moro He moou-
JIY KPasiHU, HE TaK 3 MPUYKHU, 1O BiH OyB
MUTHUKOM, ajieé TOMY, 110 OYB CTaBJICHU-
KOM PpUMJISIH, siKi nanyBayim Haj HOpeeto.
I3 Tekcty Cesaroro ITucema MoxHa 370-
rajaTucs, o ocoda, KOTpa BUKOHYyBaja
cly>k0y MUTHMKa, Oyna, MaOyThb, Oaiity-
>Ka JI0 peJiirii 1 He 3BepTasia yBaru Ha fia-

BAaHHSI TMPUIMUCAHOT JIECITUHU 13 IUIOMIB,
TOMY (hapucei MmiIo3piyio JMBUIIKCS Ha Te,
o0 iM Taka oco0a >KepTByBaJa.

Casite [IucbmMO B ypuBKY NpoO 3yCTpiy
Icyca 13 3akxeem 3Beprace yBary Ha
06araTo pi3HUX NPUKMET Ta HOHpO6I/IHb
Huraroun abo CIyXarodn yBaXHO LEH
TEKCT, HOBIHyGMOCH U0  YOJIOBIK,
Mpo KOTPOro HAETBbCS, Mae iM’si, IO
BiH MUTHUK 1 Oarara JOfiMHA. ICToplsI
rOBOPUTH MPO HBOrO T€, WO BiH OYyB
MaJMid Ha 3pICT, 3a TOJILIHIMU MipKaMu
e o3Hayasio, o OyB HWxXKuui, HiX 150
CM, XO4Y LI€ 30BCIM HE MNEPELIKO/KAIO
ilomy OyTm  OaraTUM  MUTHUKOM.
3HauuTh, MaB OpraHizauiiiHi 3[10HOCTI,
yMIB OpraHi3yBaTu MNpait0 Ha MUTHUIL.
MaOyTb, BUKOHYBaB JOOpE CBOIO MpaLto,
KOJIM UY>KUHI 1 3arapOHUKKA — PUMJISTHU
— NIOpYYWId WOMY Taky pooOoty. Tekct
Cesaroro Ilucema 3rajgye, mo Uen
YOJIOBIK MaB BeJIMKE Oa>kaHHS MOOAYnTH
Icyca, ane He TIIbKM Majuid 3picT, a
TaKOX BEJIMKa KUIbKICTh Hapojty, 110
cynpoBojkysamu Icyca, cramu fiomy Ha
nepenkofi. Yloro GaxkaHHs MOJUBUTHCS
Ha Icyca Xpucra Oyno Take BeEJMKE,
IO BiH 3a BCSKY LIHY HAMara€Tbcsl He
BTPATUTU MOXKJIMBOCTI MOr0 MOOAYUTH.
3aKkxel J0J1a€ NEePEeKOAN: BUOMPAETHCS
3-mocepey] HaTOBIy; OLKUTH (HE WHfe,
a ODKWTb) Hamepes, nependadarun
fopory, KoTporo Oyne npoxoautu Icyc,
3aJ1i3a€ Ha JIEpeBO, 3BUCAKOYM HA TS|,
OYIKY€ Ha HAOJIM>KEHHsT XPpUCTa.

I Tyr craerbca HemepepOauyeHa
curyauisi, a came: Icyc Xpwucroc,
MTIALILIOBIIA O MICUS, A€, CUIIYA Ha



nepeBi, mnepedbyBaB 3akxei, MiJHIMAE
rOJIOBY Bropy, 3BepTaethcsi 0 Hboro
Ha 1M, KaXKyuM, 00 IBUIKO 3J1i3aB 1
CIIILIKUB IofioMy, ToMy 110 Bin, Xpucroc,
Xxoue mnpudth 0 ¥oro paomy. Casare
IIncemo 3BepTae yBary Ha Te, 10 3aKxei
CIyXae i BUKOHY€E np0c1>6y XpI/ICTa —
3/1i3a€ MBU/KO 3 JIEpeBa 1 pajio npuimae
l'ocnopa y cBoeMy fomi. OueBHUIHO, 11O
Icyc Xpucroc, sk bor, 3HaB Benmke Ta
uppe 6axkaHHst MUTapst 1 3HaB TaKOX, LIO
Oy/iy Th HapIKATH i1 CY/IUTN HOrO IPUCY THI,
sIK1 BCe 1e OavuiIn Ta dyJm. Ane Icyc ne
3BasKa€ Hi Ha 10, TOMY IO ifie “IIyKaTu
1 cnacatu Te, wo 3arudyso”. Hupictb
1 BifIBepTIiCTb 3akxest Mij{ 4Yac 3yCcTpiul
3 XpHCTOM MNPUHOCSTH  HECHOAiBaHI
JUIsT HBOT'O TUIO/IA: BiH 3MIiHMBCS, 1 BCe,
10 “HEMOXKJIMBE Yy JIIOJIE, MOXKJIMBE €
B bora” (dx 18, 27). 3akxeit, koTpuit
0 LIbOrO Yacy CTapaHHO J0aB, 11106
GaratiTi JMIIE JOYacHUMHU J00pamu, i,
MOK/IMBO, HIKOJIM HE [[yMaB MpO BIYHE
XKUTTSI Ta BIYHY IJACIMBICTB, MOKa3ye
BEJIMY JlyXa 1 TOTOBHICTb TOJIOBUHY
CBOr0 MaiiHa PO3/IaTH yOOrWM, a SKIIO
KOT'OCh CKPUBJIVB — IOBEPHYTHU BUETBEPO.
CeppneuHe cTpeMyiHHS fAyxa 3akxes
10 3yCTpiHyTOro BuuTensi BUMHWIO
BEJIMKY 3MIHY B HOro Ayuwi: Bifi LbOTO
yacy BiH Oyjie 106aTy NMpo CBOE CMACIHHS,
o0 BIATENep 3aiiMae mneplie Micle B
iioro >xwutti. [lim yac mnepeOyBaHHs
['ocnopa B MOro oMi BiH TEPEMIHIOE
JI0OYaCHy MaMOHYy Ha BiYHI apu, TOOTO
rOTOBUIN H036yTI/IC$I BCHOTO, 1100 TiJIbKI/I
BUINIPABUTHU KPUBJY 1 3100yTU nepeMup’si
3 borom, OauHIM Ta camum co0O0IO.
3akxeii pilllyuyuil, BiH He BiJIKJ1aJja€ CBOrO
HABEpHEHHsI Ha TI3Hillle, a BBaXKae€, IO
‘“renep — yac CIpUSITIIMBAN, OCb TENEP —

nenb cnacinus” (2 Kp 6, 2). [TpuitHsTts
Icyca Xpucra He Oyno pns 3akxest
TUIBKY 30BHIIIHIM — 100 He 3a0pakiio
yBaru Ta 1>kKi Ha CTOJIi, — BiH 3MIHIOETbCSI
BHYTPILIHBO, 1 1€ HE MPOXOAUTH MOB3
yBary Icyca, KoTpuii Kaxe, 10 “CbOrojiH1
Ha UeH JIIM NMPUIALLIO CraciHHs .
MOoaMBO, yIpOJOBK HAIIOrO >KUTTS
MU HE pa3 pOOWJIM MOCTAHOBY 3MIHUTH
CBOE KUTTS Ha Kpallle, ajie 1ig MOCTaHOBa
3aBX/M 3aKiHYyBalacs 13 TPUBATICTIO
MUJIBHOT Oyabku. MoxauBo, OaraTo
paziB Mu npuitMaemo Icyca Xpucra mif
BUJIOM XJ1i0a i1 BUHA B JIIM CBOTO Ceplg,
ane He 0a’kaeMoO 3MIHUTHU CBOT'O KUTTS,
00 MM 3BUKJIM JI0 CBOIX TMOMUJIOK, B
KOTPHUX HaM J00pe BefeTbesi. MoXKImBO,
yac BiJ] yacy JIMBYEMOCS IHIIMM Y TXHIX
noOpux 3MiHaxX, ajie 3MIHATU CBOTO
JKUTTSI HE MAEMO >KOJIHOrO OakaHHs?
Cnij, npu3HaTUCSl, WO HAIKUX 3yCUJIb,
OakaHb Ta MOCTAHOB HE BUCTAYUTh, HAM
noTpiGHuil XpuCTOC, 06 YBIALIOB Y
Hallle >KUTTS 1 JONMOMIr 3MiHuTUCA. Mu
cinabocuni, a Bin BcemoryTHiin bor i
Tsopeup, TOMy M[OBIpMO Hamle JKUTTS
Homy i TepnesrBo Ta 3 BEJIUKOI HAJIIE0
OYIKYIMO MepeMiHU Ta HAILIOrO CIIACiHHSI.

[IpecBsta boropopuue, cnacu Hac!

Xpam IIpeoOpaxenns ['HIX, M.

I'opopok, 09.02.2003.

CnoBo T'ocnonHe >KuBe Ta [ISJIBHE:
[Tponogiai. — JIbBiB: CBiuajio, 2009.



FROM THE CATHECHISM
“CHRIST OUR PASCHA”

WE ARE CREATED FOR INTIMACY AND
COMMUNION WITH GOD

331 God created human beings in his image
and likeness. He thus called them to enter into
communion with him. The Lord revealed to
his people his desire to communicate with
them, and his desire is to hear them respond
to his Word. He longs for his people to come
to know him in love; he wants to fill them
with his love.

332 The entire Old Covenant is the
expression of God’s desire to raise human
beings to intimacy with him. The OId
Testament law and commandments, the
temple and sacrifices, the holy days—
all these had as their goal the creation of
appropriate conditions for human intimacy
with God.

333 In the New Covenant, God makes
humankind worthy to enter into full
communion with  himself. This is
accomplished through Christ in the Holy
Spirit. Indeed, the New Covenant was
realized in Christ, the incarnate Son of God.
Christ inseparably united in himself the life
of God and the life of humankind. Our life
in Christ—our prayer—is the deepening of
this gift of communion.

334 Humankind grows in communion with
God within the community of the faithful,
the Church. The Church is Christ’s Body.
Thus, the fullest expression of prayer is
ecclesial, liturgical prayer, that is, Divine
Services. In these Services, we are united to
God and one another, and “with one heart
and one voice” form the family of God.

BIA KATEXU3MY
“XPUCTOC HAIIA ITACXA”

MU CTBOPEHI [UIA CIII IKYBAHH 4 I
COIIPNYACTA 3 bOI'OM

331 bor corBopuB mtouny Ha CBiii 06pa3
1 nojio0y, MOKJIMKABIIM i [0 CHIJIKYBaHHS
13 Coooto. IN'ocnogps BigkpuB mofsim CBoe
NparHeHHsl CHiJIKyBaTUCS 3 HUMU, YyTH TXHI
BinoBiii Ha CBoi cioBa. Bin nparwe, mo6
monn B JMoOoB1 mi3HaBamm Moro, 1 xoue
HanoBHUTH iX CBOEIO JIHOOOB’10.

332 ¥YBecp Crapuil 3aBiT CBIIUATH IPO
nparHeHHss bora mnigHecTH JOAMHY 10
crninkyBanHsi 3 Hum. Crapo3zaBiTHi 3akoH
1 3amoBiJi, XpaM 1 >KE€pPTBONPUHOILEHHS,
CBATA — yC€ 1€ CTBOPIOBAJIO YMOBM [Id
CMNUIKYBaHHS TOMHA 3 Borom.

333 Y HosBomy  3aBiTi  JrojuHa
cnopiobasietbest Bi bora OTug noBHOro
conpuyactsa 3 Hwum, papoBaHoro uepes
Xpucra y Cesatomy [lyci. Leit 3asir
3BepLUMBCS y XpUCTi — BorioyeHoMy CHHOBI
Boxxomy, Aknit Hepo3puBHO noeHas y Coo1
Boxe i moicbke KuTTs. 2KUTTS JHOAUHU Y
XpwucTi, i MOTUTBA — Lie TIOTJIMOJIEHHS Jlapy
COMpUYACTH.

334 JlroguHa 3pocTae B COMNpUYAcTi 3
Borom y cnuibHOTI BipHUX — Llepksi, ska
e Tinom XpucroBum. HaiiBuia mosnutsa
— LIEPKOBHA, JITypriiiHa, 60rociysK00Ba, y
SIK11 JIFO[U €IHAIOTHCS 3 borom 1 Mixk co0o1o,
yTBOPIOIOUM pofiuHy bBoxXy 3 «equHum
CepLEeM 1 EIMHUMU YCTaMU» .



Sunday offering for January 7

Amount  Number
$5.00
$15.00
$20.00
$33.00
$40.00
$50.00
$100.00
$105.00
$160.00
$678.00

Parishioner Total:

(loose)

— = = DD WD = DD =

$678.00

Average / parish household (43): $9.04
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1522.00>

Offerings to the Church:

e Your offerings: 1) help the Church fulfill
her work; 2) help you grow in Christ.
Offerings are a matter of faith not just
finances.

« The Lord says: “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
also” (Matthew 6:21,) teaching us:
1) that what we spend our money one
indicates what is important to us, and
2) offering our money to the Lord and
the poor can help us change our hearts.

House Blessings

It is our custom to have our homes blessed
with the holy water sanctified on Theophany
(the feast which commemorates the Baptism
of the Lord in the Jordan River). If you would
like your home blessed please let Fr. James
know. If you have any questions about house
blessings, what is involved, why we bless our
homes, etc., please speak with Fr. James.

Upcoming Events:

JANUARY 21 — SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND
PHARISEE

JANUARY 28 — SunDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

FEBRUARY 4 — SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT
(MEATFARE)

FEBRUARY 11 — SUNDAY OF THE EXPULSION FROM
PARADISE (CHEESEFARE)
Cueesy PorLuck
FORGIVENESS VESPERS

FEBRUARY 12 — FIRST DAY OF THE GREAT FAST
(LENT)

Going to the Hospital?

Please let your Father James know, so that he
can add you to the prayer list, or, if you like,
pay you a visit. If you know someone else is
in the hospital please let Fr. James know.

PARrist COMMITTEES
Fizxance COMMITTEE:
Myra Heltsley
Step_hen Hojsan

Maria Hughes

PastoraL Councir:
Vladimir Bachynsky
Olena Bankston
Gabriel Espedal
Mark Hartman
Luke Miller

STEWARDSHIP (FUNDRAISING] COMMITTEE:
Susan Avant N \
John Heltsley fundraising consultant)

SociaL COMMITTEE
Olena Bankston
Olga Fedunyak
Michael Miller
Olga Miller

Lubomyra Yoldas



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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