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SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE
OUR VENERABLE FATHER MaxmMus THE CoNFESSOR; THE HoLY MARTYR NEOPHYTUS

TonE 8
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR JANUARY 22 — JANUARY 28

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
6:30 PM

— Great Vespers (satisfies Sunday obligation)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 — SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE; OUR VENERABLE FATHER MaXmMUs THE CONFESSOR;

Tue HoLy MARTYR NEOPHYTUS;

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy

For All Parishioners

Lenten Triodion

Today we begin using the “Lenten Triodion” which is the
service book of the Byzantine Churches that provides the
texts for the divine services for the pre-Lenten weeks of
preparation, Great Lent, and Great and Holy Week. It is
called the triodion because the canons appointed for Orthros
(Matins) during this period are composed of three odes each.

The weeks of preparation, and especially the Sunday
Gospel readings, serve to exercise the mind, whereas
the fasting of Great Lent focuses on the body, and Holy
Week's services exercise the spirit.

Weeks of preparation

The three weeks that commence on the fourth Sunday
prior to Great Lent constitute the weeks of preparation.
Each has its own distinct theme which is expressed in the
Gospels readings appointed for the Divine Liturgies on
these days:

1. Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee (Luke 18:9-14),
2. Sunday of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), and

3. Sunday of the Last Judgment (also called Meatfare
Sunday; Matt 25:31- 46).

4. Sunday of Forgiveness (also called Cheesefare
Sunday; the expulsion of Adam from Eden is also a
theme of this day); Matt 6:14-21.

The Church eases us into the Lenten fasting discipline
during this period. The week following the Sunday of the
Publican and Pharisee is fast-free. The week following
the Prodigal Son is a normal week -- we fast as usual on
Wednesday and Friday. In the week following Meatfare
Sunday, no meat is eaten; eggs, fish, and dairy are
permitted on any day.

Forgiveness Sunday brings the period of preparation to
an end. The next day, Clean Monday, begins Great Lent.
The Vespers service served on the evening of Forgiveness
Sunday includes the Rite of Mutual Forgiveness and is
the first service of Great Lent.

— Adapted from Orthodoxwiki.org

Fast-free Week

During this week of the Publican and Pharisee,
January 21- January 27, we do not fast, even on
Wednesday and Friday

Forgiveness Sunday

In three weeks, on Sunday, February 11th there
will be a “Cheesy Potluck” following the Divine
Liturgy. This is the last opportunity to enjoy
dairy products before the Great Fast begins.
Please bring a meatless dish to share with others.
(Please note: there are people in our community
with severe and life threatening allergies so
please no nuts or mushrooms.) Immediately
following the potluck we will celebrate
Forgiveness Vespers in the church to open the
Great Fast. This 1s a beautiful opportunity to
begin the fast with mutual forgiveness.

Upcoming Events:

— SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
— SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT
(MEATFARE)
— SUNDAY OF THE EXPULSION FROM
PARADISE (CHEESEFARE)
Cueesy PotLuck
FORGIVENESS VESPERS
FEBRUARY 12 — FIRST DAY OF THE GREAT FAST
(Lent)

JANUARY 28
FEBRUARY 4

FEBRUARY 11



GREAT FAST PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.
TO OUR CLERGY, HHEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS,
SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

“The light of Your grace has shone upon our
souls, O Lord. Behold, this is the favorable
time, the season of conversion. Let us turn
away from the works of darkness, and let us
clothe ourselves with the armor of light, so
that crossing the ocean of the fast, we may
come to the harbor of the resurrection on
the third day with our Lord Jesus Christ the
Savior of our souls.”

Aposticha, Cheesefare Sunday Vespers

During the upcoming days of the Great Fast, it is an opportune time to examine ourselves,
to see how we are progressing spiritually, and to beseech our Lord Jesus Christ for the
special graces necessary for authentic Christian living.

In the Great Fast our purpose is to become more fully aware of our human condition. It
is true that we, through Baptism, have participated in Christ’s redemption and in spirit are
wholly purified. On the other hand, it is also true that we are still living within the sphere
of sinfulness, and that even the redeemed can often fall. The Great Fast is crucial for us
because it reminds us of the sense of sin which our contemporary society plays down.

The Great Fast calls for repentance. Repentance presumes sin, and sin requires a forgiving
God. Our Lord set before us the model of repentance - the parable of the “Prodigal Son”
(which rightly should be labelled the “Loving Father”). Although the father in the story was
always watching and waiting for the son’s return, nevertheless, the son had to make up his
mind to move towards the father to be reconciled. Our Church recommends prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving as practical means for our spiritual move in the direction of our Father.

Therefore, we constantly seek God’s grace, but we must remember that God’s grace does
not abolish the freedom of the human will, and therefore human weakness and sinfulness
will constantly lead us away from God. And we can return to God only by prayer and
doing penance. These activities form a bridge between our sinfulness and the forgiveness
whereby God in His mercy comes to meet us. God turns His countenance towards us if we
turn ourselves to Him. The Great Fast, with its discipline of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving



can be difficult. Our repentant return to the Father in love can make it a joy. The Great Fast
should be a time of spiritual joy during which we seek God and renew our lives.

The Great Fast is the traditional annual retreat of our Church, a holy time for reflection
on the manner of life, on the evil of sin, and on the salvation granted to us by our Lord
Jesus Christ. Such is the disposition in which we must conduct the whole of our life. Let us
live this way during the Great Fast while preparing ourselves for the festival of Easter - the
annual celebration of our salvation.

We, your bishops, hope and pray that you may be able to renew yourselves during
this holy season. Also, let us continue to remember in our prayers and good works all the
people of the world who need our help. We especially remember our brothers and sisters of
Ukraine in their untiring struggle against unjust aggression.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with all of you.

+Stefan Soroka
Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford

+Benedict Aleksiychuk
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+ Bohdan J. Danylo
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+ John Bura (author)
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

+Andriy Rabiy
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

QGreat Fast 2018



NACTUPCBLKE NOCIAHHSA IEPAPXIB YKPAIHCbKOI KATONULIbKOI LEPKBU B
CNONYYEHUX LUTATAX AMEPUKWU HA BEJTUKUAWU NICT

BCEYECHILWOMY IYXOBEHCTBY, MPENOAOBHOMY MOHALLUECTBY, CEMIHAPUCTAM,
HALUMM JOPOI'MM BIPHUM

«3acgsna TBos 6;1arogaTh, I'ocriogu, 3acssijio
1 mpocBiveHHs gy Hamx. Le yac mijixoxwid,
e nopa mnokasiHHA. Toxk BIfIKIagiM TEeMHI
liia 1 30/STHIMCS B OfIeKYy CBIiT/a, 1100
NPOIVIMBILY BEJMKE MOpPE MNOCTYy, MpUOYJIn
MU JIO BOCKPECIHHSI Ha TpeTiil AeHb ['ocnosia
1 Cnaca Haworo Icyca Xpucra, mjo cnacae
LI HALII» .

Cmuxupa na cmuxoeni Beuipni Cuponycroi Heoiai.

ui npuiineminsoro Benukoro Ilocty - e MOXIMBICTHL NepeBipuTU cede, No0AYUTH
SK MM pO3BHUBAaEMOCS JyXOBHO 1 nmpocuTu Haworo ['ocnopa Icyca Xpucrta npo oco6nuBy
6J1aroyiaTh, NOTPIOHY 1 CIPABXKHBOI'O XPUCTUSHCHKOTO SKUTTS.

Hamroro metoro B 1aci Besmkoro [Tocty € rimOiie ycBitOMUTH HAI JIOACHKHIT CTaH.
Le npaspa, mwo 1epe3 XpeIeHHs: M CTAEMO CIIBYYaCHUKaMi XPHCTOBOTO BifIKyIICHHST
1 TOMy € MOBHICTIO OUMILEHNMY B Ayci. 3 IHIIOro GOKY, MPABJIOIO €, 110 MU NepedyBaeMo
B chepi IPIXOBHOCTI, 1 TOMY, HABITh CIIACEHHI, MOXKEMO 4acTO BIJaTH B rpix. Beankuii
ITicT € BUpiIaIbHUM 7151 HAcC, 00 MPUTajly€e NPO YCBIJOMJIEHHS Tpixa, 0 MPUMEHIIYETbCS
Cy4YaCHUM CYCILIJIbCTBOM.

Benukuit Ilict 3000B’s13ye 1o nokasiHHsA. KagaTTsi npunyckae HasiBHICTb Ipixa, a Ipix
BuMarae boxoro npoiennsi. Ham 'ocnofb 3amvimB HaM MPUKJIAJ PO3KAsHHS - NPUTYY
npo «baynHoro cuHa» (sKy ckopiule MoxKHa Has3BaTu «IIpo moGnsuoro 6aTbka»). Xo4
y IpUTYi 6aTHKO BECh Yac BUIJISIAB CBOTO CUMHA, OfIHAK CHMH JIOBIO 3Ba>KyBaBCS MEPIL HIXK
NOBEpPHYTHUCA 10 OaTbKa 1 nonpocuTy npouweHHsa. Hama IlepkBa paguTs MONUTBY, MICT 1
MUJIOCTHUHIO SIK >KVBI NPAKTUKU HALLIOTO yXOBHOro noBepHeHHs 10 Otug HebecHoro.

XouMu nocTiiiHO ykaemo boxkoi 6saropaTi,ane Maemo nam’ sitatu, o boxka 6iaropath
HE BiJIKua€ CBOOOJIH JIIOICBKOr0 BUOOPY ,, TOMY JIIO[ICbKA C1a0iCTh Ta IPiXOBHICTH MOCTINHO
OynyTh BignanaTu Hac Bij bora. A nosepHyTHcs 10 Bora My Moxemo Jimiiie yepe3 MOJIUTBY
1 mokasiHHsl. Lle BUOYI0BY€E MICT MixK HAILIOK IPIXOBHICTIO Ta NPOILLEHHIM, 00 Bor y cBoemy



MWJIOCEP/I i€ HaM Ha 3ycTpid. bor noeepraeThes 0 HAC JIMLEM, KO MU MIPSIMYEMO J10
Hboro. Benukuii ITicT 31 cBOiMM NpakTUKaMU MOJIMTBU, MOCTY i MUJIOCTUHI, MOXKeE OYyTH
OOTSIKIIMBUM. AJle Hallle po3KasiHe MOBEPHEHHs 10 ToOJsiuoro Ouis 3aTHE NePEeTBOPUTU
fioro Ha pajictb. Benukwuii [licT mae 6yTr yacoM JyXOBHOI pajiocTi, KOJIM MU LIYKAEMO
Bora 1 BiTHOBTOEMOCS caMi.

Benukuii [TicT - e TpaguuiitHuii IopiyHMi yac BmHOBJIeHHﬂ B HALIN HepKBl MOOOKHNN
yac 71l po3/1yMiB MPO CMOCiO HAILLIOTO XUTTSI, PO 3JI0 Ipixa, 1 Mpo CMAaciHHS, JApOBaHE HAM
HamM ["ocriogom IcyCOM Xpuctom. He € TPaKTHKa, SIKOT MU MAaEMO JJOTPUMYBATUCS BCE
Haiue >KUTTs. To K >kuBiMo 1M B 4aci Benmkoro [locTy, mpurotossitoun cede 10 pajiocTi
BenukoHs - 1opivyHOro CBSITKYBAHHS HALLOTO BiJIKYTJIEHHS.

Mu, Baili eNMCKOMNM, CMOIIBAEMOCS 1 MOJIMMOCS 3a Te, 11100 B MOTJIA BIJTHOBUTHUCS Y Lei
no6oxHuil yac. [Tam’sTaiiMo y HalUMX MOJIMTBAX 1 Jiax MUJIOCEPAS TUX, XTO NOTpedye
Haroi gonomoru. Oco6JMBO MOTIMOCS 32 HALUMX OpaTiB i cecTep B Y KpaiHi, siKi 6€3yCTaHHO
OOPIOTHCS 3 MIICTYMHOK arpeciero.

Hexaii 6naropats Haworo I'ocnopa Icyca Xpucra, To6oB Bora OTugs i npucyTHICTh
Cgsroro [lyxa 6yayTh 3 yciMa BaMu.

+Bucokonpeocsitienanii Credan Copoka
Mutpononut Ykpaincekoi Katommupkoi Liepksn y CIIA
Apxuenuckon ®uiafenbpiniicbKui st Y KpaliHiiiB

+IIpeocesiuennuii [TaBno Xomuuupkuii, HCBB
€nuckon Cremdopycbkoi enapxii

+[Ipeocpsiiennuii BenequkT Anekciituyk
€nrckon Yika3pkoi enapxii cBsiToro MukoJias

+IIpeocssennuin borpan danuio
€nuckon [TapmcbKoi enapxii cesatoro Mocadara

+IIpeocssennuit IBan Bypa (aBTop)
€muckon-ITomiunuk PiunafenbgiicbKuin

+IIpeocssiennuii Anjipiii Paoii
€nuckon-ITomiunuk Pinanenbgiicbkuii

Benuxkuii ITict, 2018 p.



How ST. ANTHONY THE ABBOT DEFEATED THE DEVIL
Aliteia: Philip Kosloski | Jan 17,2018

He lived in solitude in the desert, but he wasn't alone.

St. Anthony the Abbot (sometimes called St. Anthony
of Egypt or St. Anthony the Great), was inspired by
the Gospels to sell all his possessions and live a life
of solitude in the Egyptian desert. He established for
himself a quiet hermitage away from the world, but
he wasn’t able to completely escape from his most
persistent enemy.

The devil, knowing that St. Anthony was a very holy
man and close to God, threw everything he had against
him. If the devil couldn’t turn Anthony away from God
through the riches of the world, he would try to attack him
both physically and spiritually. St. Athanasius records
several of these encounters in his Life of St. Anthony.

After failing to tempt him with the lure of wealth, the
devil “attacked the young man, disturbing him by night
and harassing him by day, so that even the onlookers
saw the struggle which was going on between them.”
After each temptation, however, St. Anthony would
“fortify his body with faith, prayers, and fasting.”

Frustrated, the devil tried to confront Anthony by
taking on the shape of a boy and conversing with him.
Anthony replied, “You are very despicable then, for
you are black-hearted and weak as a child. Henceforth
I shall have no trouble from you, ‘for the Lord is my
helper, and I shall look down on mine enemies."”

For a time the devil left Anthony alone, but returned
again to test him, this time with a multitude of demons.
The devil severely beat Anthony physically, hoping
that Anthony would return to his former way of life out
of fear. Remaining steadfast in his faith, Anthony called
out to the devil, “Here am I, Anthony; I flee not from
your stripes, for even if you inflict more nothing shall
separate me from the love of Christ ... ‘though a camp
be set against me, my heart shall not be afraid.”

After each encounter Anthony was strengthened
in his faith and God came to his aid. In teaching his
many disciples Anthony taught them how to defeat the
demons, “Sign yourselves therefore with the cross, and
depart boldly, and let these make sport for themselves.”
And elsewhere he said to them, “But we need not fear
their suggestions, for by prayer, fasting, and faith in the
Lord their attack immediately fails.”

In whatever temptations we may encounter, Anthony
teaches us that faith, prayer, fasting, and the sign of the
cross is enough to defeat the snares of the Evil One.
The devil may appear powerful, but the saints again
and again prove that he is not and is no match for those
who put their trust in God.

Biacin e Agifl KA,
AMTTEAN?, — MONMTLR MK
Ai‘x M\ (BATI TR xfz\w, !
GER MO MIAGCA, NpAMHIN QcKBEpHEH,
ANE TH, LIJeA‘mn, OPHCTH MENE TROGH
ACKABIK) MHAICTH

Open to me the doors of repentance, 0
Grver of Lile; for my soul rises early to
Fm‘y toward Tour holy Temple, b@m‘m%
he_temple of my body all defiled. Bu
in Your compassion, purily me by the
lovingkindness of Your mercy,

Sunday offering for January 14

Amount
$5.00
$20.00
$25.00
$26.00
$40.00
$50.00
$90.00
$100.00
$105.00
$120.00
$786.00

Visitor Total: $20.00
Parishioner Total: ~ $766.00

Average / parish household (43): $11.61
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1434.00>

Number

(loose)

— DD = = = DD = =




Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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