


May 6, 2018

6™ SUNDAY OF PAscHA — oF THE MAN BORN BLIND
THE HoLy AND RiGHTEOUS JOB THE MUCH-SUFFERING

Xprucroc Bockprec! CHRIST IS RISEN!
Boicrunay Bockpec! INDEED HE 1S RISEN!
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR May 7 — My 13

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9 — LEAVE-TAKING OF PASCHA — PRE-FEAST OF ASCENSION
6:00 PM — Great Vespers with Lytia for Feast of the Ascension (Satifies obligation)

THURSDAY, MAY 10 — AsceNsION oF OUR LorD, GoD, AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST (OBLIGATORY F'EAST);
THE HoLy APOSTLE SIMON THE ZEALOT
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners

SATURDAY, MAY 12
6:30 PM — Great Vespers (satisfies Sunday obligation)

SuNpAY, MAY 13— SuNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL;
THE HoLy MARTYR GLYCERIA
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy For All Parishioners

Mission Days Guidebook

The Synod of the Bishops of the UGCC in 2013 decided to proclaim
in all the parishes of our Church a Decade of Missionary Work and
celebrate it annually for ten days between the Feasts of the Ascension
of the Lord and the Descent of the Holy Spirit. The Decade of
Missionary Work is a time when we reflect on the vocation of the
church community to follow Christ's command to proclaim the Good
News of Salvation to fell peoples, to pass on the word of the Gospel
“not only to people who are alienated from Christ and His Church,
but also to “our own”, baptized, but who do not practice their faith”.
The Decade of Missionary Work must remind us of the duty to be

missionaries who lead others to faith in Jesus Christ.

We present you copies of the Guide to the Decade of Missionary
Work, which is a good tool for accomplishing the task. After all,
through the power of the Mystery of Baptism, we have an obligation
to share the experience of our faith in Jesus Christ, the Savior of
the world, not only with our relatives and friends, but also with all
whom God places on our life’s path. This is especially true outside
of Ukraine, since our Churches are often associated with foreigners
as “Ukrainian”, reducing it exclusively to the nationality factor.
Instead, our task is to show that under the term “Ukrainian” there is
another important word “Catholic”, that is, “universal”. Catholic —

means open to all people, regardless of their nationality.



Bozueciaasa I'ocnonHe

ITicns  Bockpecinnst Tocnmopes  Hamr  Icyc
XpucToc 1ie COpOK AHIB nepedyBaB Ha 3eMi. Bin
MaB 3iiiTM Ha HeOeca Bifipasy, aje 3aJWILUBCH,
mo6 mnepeKkoHaTh BCix B icTuHHOCTI CBOro
Bockpecinnsi.

Csarum anoctonaM BiH «...sBasgB Cebe KUBUM
i3 6araTbMa BipHUMHU JIOKa3aMI, BIPOJIOB3K COPOKa
MHIB sBISTFOUMCH iM 1 roBopstum mpo LlapcTso
Boxe» (HisH. 1, 3).

XpHucToc BO3HOCUTBbCS Ha Heb6o 3 ropu
€1e0HCBKOT, € TaK 4acTo NPOBOJAMB HOYI B
MOJIUTBI, jie 3pajus Moro Iyna, 3Bijku nounHascs
Horo ronaroebkmii miisgx. XpucToc BO3HOCUTLCS
Ha Hebo, Ae Hanexutb Momy Oyrtu, i me Bin
MOBUHEH MPUTOTYBAaTW MicUe JiIs Hac: «...5 iy
npuUroTysatu micue Bam» (Iu. 14, 2).

Sk y Crapomy 3aBiTi NepBOCBSILIEHUK BXOJWB
y CBsiTasl CBATUX, OO MPOCUTH 3a JItOfIel nepef
Borom, Tak i XpucToc BO3HOCUTBHCSI Ha HeOO,
«...100 3acTynarucs 3a HUX» (€sp. 7, 25). Yxke
camoi Moro npucyTHocTi Ha HeOl JOCTATHLO ISt
Hac, Tomy 1o Toit, XTo ocBsiTuB 1 nigHic y HMoro
Oco06i JrOACHKY TPUPORY, TOKpHE MUJTICTIO 1 THX,
3apajii Koro XpI/ICTOC TNPUITHSIB JIFOAICBKE ECTBO.
Otxe, «XT10 3iioB, Toil e 1 MmiIHSBCS BUIE
BCIX He6ec, o6 HAMmoOBHUTH Beex» (€d. 4, 10).

Xpucroc OyB migHecenuit Ha He60 CBoO€IO
0O0KECTBEHHOIO CHMJIO0. XMapa, IO NpHUXoBaia
Horo Bifi ouell anocToILCHKNX, OyJia He 3aC060M
niepeHeceHH s, a novyectio boxecTna, K i ciaBa
Bora I3paineBa y BuUIIISli XMapu HaloBHsIA
ckuHito. «I mokpuna xmapa CkuHit0 3i0paHHs, i
cnaBa"'ocnojns HanoBHMa ckuHito» (Bux.40,34).
Micue HMoro nicist Bo3HecinHs - Micue «BHIIE 3a
Bci HeGeca». Homy Xk anocTosm miciist Bo3Hecinns,
po3nyuuBIIMCL i3 XPUCTOM, TOBEPTAIOTHCS
no €pycanuma 6e3 cMyTKy, 3 papictio? Bonu
3anam'siTaii  Hacamrepej, OOIUSHKY XPUCTOBY:
«51 3 BaMu 10 BCi JTHi JI0 KiHI BiKy. AMiHb» (Md.
28, 20). Bin, Bcrogucyumii i BeenanoBriorounii,
3aBxKau 3 Hamu CBOIM BoXKeCcTBEHHUM 1 JTFO[ICHKUM
€CTBOM: y CBIiTi, B LlepkBi, B €BXapucTii, y XKUTTI,
B JTy1LLi.

Bosnecinnsi XpucToBe 3MIIHIOE Hally Bipy,
sIkKa 1 TIOJISiTa€ B TOMY, 10O BipUTU B HEBHWIME.
Benukoro 3acayroro anoctosiB 6yJo Te, 10 BOHU
yepe3 BUMMe JofcTBoO Icyca Xpucra yBipyBanu

B Moro BoxkecTBo. Ane e Gifbllia 3acayra THUX,
KOTpi BipytoTh y Hboro, He 6auuBiim: «biasxkeHHi
Ti, WO He Gaumnau @ ysipyBamm» (In. 20, 29).
Bosnecinns XpucToBe 3MilHIOE Halry Hafito. Toi
¢akT, Mo XpHUCTOC JIFOICHKY MPUPOAY BO3HIC HA
He6Oo, Japye HaM Hafiio, Mo U MU TaM OyaeMo.
KpiM uporo, Cam Xpucroc TOBOPUB: « Konm nigy
il IPUrOTYIO BaM MicClie, NPUIiy 3HOBY il Bi3bMy
Bac jjo CeGe, 06 i Bu Oymu Tam, ae S1» (In. 14,
3). Bosnecinns XpucToBe 3irpiBa€ B Hac 1000B 10
HebecHoro. Anocton [1aBno roBoputs: «lllykaiite
FOPHBOTO, 16 XPUCTOC CUUTHL NpaBopyy bora;
Npo rOpHE MOMUILLISIATE, a He Mpo 3eMHe» (Kout.
3, 1); Tomy 110 «jie ckapb Baill, TaM Oyfie i1 ceple
Bamie» (Md. 6, 21).

A mipo Te, o [1yx CeaTuii i € Ta cama J1000B,
[0 CHOPSIMOBYE HAC [0 BCHOTO HEOECHOro,
ropopuTh boxxectBeHHuit Yuutens CBOIM yUHSIM:
«Kpame past Bac, mo6 A miwoB; 60, sk A He
iy, Y TiIMTe b He NpUiisie 10 Bac; a [K Mify, TO
nouutro Moro po Bac» (In. 16, 7).

«IIlo manexo Bij oyeii, JaleKO Bifi CepLs», - Le
OPUCTIB'SL CIpaBeIuBE TiJbKU LIOAO CTOCYHKIB
MLX JIFO[IbMH, aJle He CTaBJICHHs JtouHu 10 bora.
Tyt Bipuime Oyne iHme: «[laneko Bifg ouei -
OJIM3BbKO 710 cepisi». Amke T micast BosHeciHHs
Xpucroc He pa3 sBJSBCS JofsaM: BiH 3'aBuBcs
Ha nwiaxy B Jlamack, mo6 i3 Cana, roHuTenst
Hepka, 3p061/ITI/I anocrosna HapofiB. MoKHa
3 Bipolo npuitHATH, WO siBnsBcs Bin i1 Caoiit
[Ipeceariit Marepi, moku Bona nepeGyBana Ha
3emii. SABnsiBea Bin 6araTboM CBATUM YTOJHUKAM.
[To6aunmo 1 Mu Moro mif yac KiHIg CBITY, KOJU
Bin npwuiifie cyauTH KUBUX 1 MEPTBHX.

I'onoBHOMO cripaBoto 71t HAC Ma€e OyTH Te, 1100
y TOJ OCTaHHiii ieHb nokasaTn npasegHomy Cypit
it 3acBimunTu nepen Hum, mo Moro Bosnecinus
OifiCHO CcTalo [yl Hac 3MIl[HeHHSIM  BipH,
YTBEPJIPKEHHSIM HaJlii i1 3irpiBaHHsAM J1F000BI. SKI10
TaK OyJie, ToAi MU NOYy€eMO 3 ByCT BokecTBeHHOTO
Crnacurensi: «[IpuiiniTe... Hacmipyiite LlapcTso,
yroTOBaHe BaM Bil CTBOPEHHS CBiTY» (Md. 25,
34). AMiHb.

Kan KopOoH, Lle Hasusaembca c8imankoMm,
JIbBiB, Ciuago 2007



Gobp’s ASCENSION, MAN’S EXALTATION
by Rev. Romanos V. Russo
www.cnew.org

Have you ever tried to look straight
into the sun? The brightness of that
created orb of light is so stunning that
blindness results if we do not avert
our gaze. What then can we say of
the refulgent splendor of the mystery
of Christ’s resurrection? Surely this
uncreated brilliance lies beyond the ken
of the eyes of our souls. Yet the Psalmist
sings: “In Thy light shall we see the
light.” (Ps. 35:9)

A prism! If you want to experience
the lustre of pure natural light without
having to dim your eyes before its
power, refract that light through a prism
and behold the colors of the rainbow!
In the same way the Church takes the
radiance of the Risen Christ and refracts
it through the prism of her liturgical life.

Behold the mystery of the Risen
Christ rendered accessible to the soul of
man: contemplate Him as the liberator
of Adam and Eve from sheol; ascending
to the Father; and sending the Holy
Spirit.

In doing this the Church follows the
example of the Gospels. Compare the four
accounts of the end of the Master’s sojourn
among us in the flesh. Notice that in St.
Luke’s account in Chapter 24 the entire
mystery is presented in one breathless
exclamation: the empty tomb, the
announcement of the angels, the vesper
meal with the pilgrims to Emmaus, the
appearance to the Apostles, the promise
of the Spirit, and the Ascension.

Read it once through and see if you
don’t have the impression that all these
events were experienced as one — in
rapid, dizzying succession. After all, it

was Eternity breaking down the wall of
separation from the world of time. But
later St. Luke himself — in the Acts of
the Apostles — and the other evangelists
came to contemplate the Mystery
according to the prismatic pattern the
Church would later adopt for its festal
cycle: first Pascha (Easter), then the
Ascension, and finally Pentecost.

“What is it we commemorate this
day?” asks St. John Chrysostom of the
Feast of the Ascension. The golden-
mouthed Patriarch of Constantinople
replies to his own question: “This day all
mankind was restored to God.”

In the beginning when God created
man “after His own image and likeness,”
He planted a thirst in man’s heart that
could be slaked only by God Himself. As
St. Augustine said, “You have made our
hearts for Thee, O Lord, and they shall
not find their rest until they rest in Thee.”
Though the fall deadened this appetite
for Divinity, it did not destroy it utterly.

The Son of God emptied Himself of
the Godhead so that His poverty could
enrich our humanity with Divinity. He
took upon Himself a human nature
and united it to His Divine Person. By
the Resurrection He destroyed human
mortality; by His Ascension He brings
back to the Father in His own Person
His human nature — and ours. Listen
again to Chrysostom:

We who were unworthy of earthly
dignity now ascend to a heavenly
kingdom, and enter into heaven, and
take our place upon a royal throne;
and this nature of ours, because of
which the Cherubim guarded the



gates of Paradise, this day sits high
above the Cherubim.... This day they
see our nature upon the royal throne,
shining in immortal beauty and glory.

“From dust to dust” — this was to have
been man’s fate. But if man accepts to follow
Christ, he finds that his journey ends not as
earth in earth, but Godlike in heaven.”

When the evangelists speak of the forty
days that separate, or rather unite, Easter
and the Ascension, we must reflect on the
mystical character of the number forty.
In the Scriptures, forty usually implies
a period of transition: the forty years of
wandering in the desert before the Israel
of old could enter the Promised Land;
the forty days’ fast by which Our Lord
prepared for His earthly ministry: the
forty hours Our Lord spent while in the
tomb destroying death by His own death.

Scholars tell us that the ancients
revered this number because it was the
product of the four points of the compass
(or alternatively, the four elements or the
four seasons) and the “perfect” number,
10 — the number which points to infinity.

The forty days of Christ’s risen life
are meant to stand as an invitation for
us faithful who “have been baptized into
Christ” to “put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27).
The Ascension reveals the destiny of
humankind: to be united intimately
with God. What the serpent had craftily
suggested in Eden, “You shall be gods,”
now becomes reality. As St. Peter
proclaims in his second epistle:

He has granted to us His precious
and exceedingly great promises;
that through these you may become
partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is in
the world by lust. (2 Pet. 1:4)

During the forty days of Lent we
tried to make good that escape through

repentance. During the forty days of
Pascha we glory in our newness of life,
realizing that this life is His. “I now live —
not I, but Christ lives in me!” (Gal. 2:20).
This is the joy of the Ascension feast. It is
the feast of man’s own destiny achieved by
Christ’s compassionate love for mankind.

Listen to the Mystery glorified in the
Byzantine Vespers of the feast:

Human nature fell in Adam to the
depths of the earth, O Lord. In
Yourself have You restored it. Today
You've lifted it above the powers and
principalities of heaven. You loved it
and granted it a throne with you. You
had compassion on it and granted it a
share in your own destiny.

The feast of the Ascension, then, is not
the feast of the Lord’s farewell. How can
we rejoice if we are left orphans, bereft of
the fellowship of Christ? It is the feast of
the Lord’s presence! Though He is taken
up in His body, His presence is revealed,
not hidden, by the cloud.

In Exodus the Holy Spirit led the first
Chosen People on their pilgrimage by
His presence in the pillar of cloud by day
and the pillar of fire by night. The cloud
of the Ascension prefigures the fiery
tongues of Pentecost; both cloud and fire,
as in Exodus, are signs of the presence of
Christ’s Holy Spirit.

Before He ascended to the Father, Jesus
could be here or there, then or later: but
once ascended, He is present everywhere
and always — by His Spirit, through His
Church, in you and in me.

Truly, in this light do we see the Light.

Father Romanos is a regular contributor
to Catholic Near East Magazine.



A Prayer for the
Construction of our New Church

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Cornerstone
of Your holy Church, Giver of every good
gift, the One who first loved us,look down
upon us Your people who desire to build
a new church unto Your glory and grant
us the wisdom, strength, and resources to
accomplish this task in accordance with
Your will. Remember the friends and
benefactors of this parish who support
the construction of this holy church and
bless them with Your good things. And
as Your did proclaim that even if Your
disciples were silent, the very stones
would cry out, so also grant that this holy
church may proclaim You and draw all
who dwell in the surrounding area to
worship You in spirit and in truth. Inflame
our hearts with love for You that we may
offer to You ourselves and all You have
given us to the glory of Your holy Name.
For You are the true Philanthropist—the
Lover of Mankind—and to You do we
send up glory, together with Your eternal
Father, and Your most holy, good, and
life-creating Spirit, always, now and
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

MoauTsa Ha
bynoy Hamoi Hogoi LlepkBu

l'ocnopu bBoxe, Icyce Xpucrte Hail,
Hapixkuuit Kaminb TBoei Llepksu, Tu
NEepUIMil OFOPHYB HAC CBOEIO JIHOOOB’IO,
Tw nopgaTens BCiX 3eMHUX O1ar, CIOTIISIHb
HAa Hac, TBOIX [IiTel, $Ki TParHyTh
30yyBaTy HOBUI XpaMm Ha TBOO craBy.
Jlapyit HaMm MyJIpiCTh, CUJTy Ta pecypcu
J1J151 3/11ICHEHHSI LIbOTO OY/IIBHULTBA, SIKIIO
Ha ue TBos Cssita Bojig. Baarocinosu
Ta MATPUMYH  BCiX  >KepTBOJIaBLiB
uiei mapadii, SKi I0Ty4YaTUMYThCS IO
OyniBHUIITBA 1€l cBATUHI. T1 CrIOBICTUB,
110, HABITH TOJi, KOJIM TBOI Y4Hi OYy/1yTh
MOBYATH, TO KaMiHHs Oyje kpuuatu. To
K Tojiai, o0 1S 1epKBa, HAMOBHEHA
Hyxom Cearum Ta TBoew mnpasoro,
HaBepTasa jo bora BciX THX, XTO SKUBYTh
B 1i okoymusx, mo6 TeGe Benmuartu.
Hanosuu Haui cepug mo60B 1o 1o Tebe,
106 Mu Bijinanu cede i Bce To6i, Ha cnaBy
TBoro cesroro iMeHi. Bo T cnpaBxHiii
Ham [lomarens — Yonosikomobens —
1 To6i Bo3cmmaeMo 3 Oe3HaYaTLHUM
Troim Otuem, i mpecBsiTuM, i OGiarum,
i >KMBOTBOPSIIIIUM TBOIM JlyxoM, HMHI i
MOBCSIKYAC, 1 HA BIKM BiKiB. AMIHb

Donate to St. John the Baptizer Ukrainian Catholic Church
when you purchase from smile.amazon.com

YES, IT’S TRUE!
When you purchase items from smile.amazon.com (same items and low cost as at

Amazon.com) 0.5% of your eligible purchases can be donated to our church.

To begin shopping (and donating!) go to smile.amazon.com:
*  You use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile.com. Your shopping
cart, wish list, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the

same.

e Just select ““St. John the Baptizer Ukrainian Catholic Church” as your charity to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember
your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will

result in a donation.

e Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by

you.




A Reminder about Standing on all Sundays and
everyday from Pascha to Pentecost

This is not an innovation, rather it is the explicit
reiteration of a long tradition and teaching of the early
church about the nature of the celebration of the Lord’s
Day (i.e. Sunday.) This proscription of the church
dates from the time of the (Ecumenical Council of
Nicaea (325 AD.) There was a divergence in practice
in various places and the church identified the need to
emphasize the resurrectional character of the Lord’s
Day. The fact that an (Ecumenical Council discussed
and eventually issued a Canon (rule) on this subject
shows the importance in the eyes of the church fathers.
Canon 20 of the Council (which has never been
negated) states: Since there are some communities that
still bend their knees on the Lord’s Day (Sunday) and
on the days of Pentecost, this Holy Council decrees
that the common prayers (i.e., at Liturgy) are to be
rendered to God standing.

To be very clear — This canon of the First Ecumenical
Council applies to Every Sunday of the Year! One
should NOT kneel during Divine Services on ANY
Sunday (custom and the practice of the Latin Church
notwithstanding).

IIpurapyemo mo croimo nigyac Ciy:xom boxoi
KoxkHoi Hepini poky i KoxkHoro aHst Big BenukogHs mo
Henini I’ aTnecaTnumi

Lle He € HOBa BWragka a BUpPa3HE MNOBTOPEHHS
CTapoOfIlaBHOTO 3BMYal0 1 TIOBYAHHS CTapOfIaBHOI
Lepksu npo npasejHe gopepxkysanHst ['ocriofgHboro
Hus (Hepins). e noBuannst we i3 Cob6opy Hiket
(325p). Bynu pi3Hi 3BUYai B pi3HUX MICLEBOCLSIX 1
Lepksa pimmmia Harosocut X pructoBe BockpeceHHst
xoxcrol Hepimi. Lg cnpaBa GyJnia Taka BaskimBa 110
Hepkosui Otui pinmnm Hagatn 3akoH. Kanon 20
(sike HiKOJIM HEOYJI0 3anepedene) Kaxke: Tomy 110 €
Aesiki rpoMaay 1o e KJsikaroTh B Hepino i B i
IT’stnecatanni, peir Ceatuit Cobop mporosomye
o B cninbHil MommTsi (Ciysk6a Boxka) Mmonmmmock
Borogi crosum.

Busicnyemo — et Kanon Hikel crocyeTbes koxcHoi

Hepini B poui! He knsikaemo mig yac HemiminmHol
Cnyxom Boxoi (He 3alexHO Bii 0COOGMCTOrO
3BMUaro aHi Pumo-Karommmpkol Tpajuiiii.)

Looking ahead:

Our annual rummage sale will take place on Saturday,
June 23, We will be accepting donations begining
in June. Volunteers are needed. Please contact Olena
Bankston at (619) 905-5279.

May Birthdays:

Thor Ivasyk - 5/4

Luke Haywas - 5/4

Patriarch Sviarosav =~ - 5/5
Bohdan Kniahynycky; - 5/10
Iryna Ivasyk - 5/18
Olga Fedunyak - 5721
Fr. James - 522
Mmuozaa i 6aazaa aima!

Many blessed years!

Sunday offering for April 29

Amount  Number
$5.00 1
$13.00 1
$15.00 |
$20.00 2
$30.00 |
$40.00 2
$50.00 1
$100.00 1
$105.00 2
$543.00

Parishioner Total:

$543.00

Average / parish household (43): $10.65
Weekly Stewardship Goal: $2200.00

Deficit: <$1657.00>



Ykpaiucoka I’ pexo-Kamonuuwvka Ilepkea
Ceamozo Hoana Xpecmumens

St. John the Baptizer

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278
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